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Brentwood Neighbourhood House and Community Centre 
– Growing Suburbs

ITEM: 5.5.

City Planning and Infrastructure
City and Asset Planning 
Keri New

Purpose of Report: To seek Council endorsement of the submission to the 2023-2024 Growing 
Suburbs Fund for the Brentwood Park Neighbourhood House and 
Community Centre upgrade project.

Mover / Seconder: Administrator Belmar / Administrator Boardman

Administrator Belmar / Administrator Boardman  spoke to the motion

 
That Council endorse submission to the Growing Suburbs Fund (2023-24) for the Brentwood Park 
Neighbourhood House and Community Centre upgrade project and in doing so notes and commits 
the required rates contribution of $287,100.

Carried
      

Draft Officer South Employment Precinct Structure Plan ITEM: 5.6.
City Planning and Infrastructure
Growth and Investment
Kathryn Seirlis

Purpose of Report: To seek endorsement of Casey's draft submission to the Victorian Planning 
Authority on Planning Scheme Amendment C274card to the Cardinia 
Planning Scheme incorporating the Officer South Employment Precinct 
Structure Plan.

Mover / Seconder: Administrator Boardman / Administrator Belmar

Administrator Boardman / Administrator Belmar / Administrator Duff spoke to the motion

 
That Council endorse the draft submission to the Victorian Planning Authority on Planning Scheme 
Amendment C274card to the Cardinia Planning Scheme incorporating the Officer South 
Employment Precinct Structure Plan.
 

Carried
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Officers’ Reports

Draft Officer South Employment Precinct Structure Plan ITEM: 5.6.
City Planning and Infrastructure
Growth and Investment
Kathryn Seirlis

Purpose of Report: To seek endorsement of Casey's draft submission to the Victorian Planning 
Authority on Planning Scheme Amendment C274card to the Cardinia 
Planning Scheme incorporating the Officer South Employment Precinct 
Structure Plan.

Recommendation

That Council endorse the draft submission to the Victorian Planning Authority on Planning 
Scheme Amendment C274card to the Cardinia Planning Scheme incorporating the Officer South 
Employment Precinct Structure Plan.

 

Officer General or Material Interest

No Council officers involved in the preparation of this report have a general or material interest in matters for 
consideration.

Council Plan Reference

1.1 Deliver sustainable and adaptable infrastructure and activate places
1.4 Advocate on behalf of the community to State and Federal Governments for key service and 
infrastructure delivery

Executive Summary

The Thompsons Road upgrade and extension is a critical connection that will unlock up to 140,000 jobs, 
boost investment and strengthen the regional economy.  Casey and Cardinia Shire Council consider the 
upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road as one of the region’s highest priorities, with the 
Casey/Cardinia growth corridor resident population expected to be more than 750,000 by 2041.

Casey officers seek Council’s endorsement of the draft submission to Planning Scheme Amendment 
C274card to the Cardinia Planning Scheme incorporating the Officer South Employment Precinct Structure 
Plan (the PSP).  Casey is a vested stakeholder with significant interest in the PSP.  Casey’s draft 
submission focusses on the future Thompsons Road bridge/extension as outlined in the PSP and proposed 
ordinance and seeks clarity from the Victorian Government on how and when this important asset will be 
constructed.
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Background

Casey has long advocated for the upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road from Berwick-Cranbourne 
Road, Clyde North, to Koo Wee Rup Road, Pakenham, as part of the Connecting Casey advocacy 
campaign.  Currently, Thompsons Road terminates at a signalised intersection at Smiths Lane, Clyde North.  
Casey has entered an agreement with the developer of an adjoining residential estate for the developer to 
construct the extension of Thompsons Road to Alexander Boulevard, approximately 600 metres west of 
Cardinia Creek, the Casey/Cardinia municipal boundary.  These works have commenced and are currently 
programmed for practical completion in June 2024.

Casey and Cardinia Shire Council consider the upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road as one of the 
region’s highest priorities.  The Casey/Cardinia growth corridor resident population is currently more than 
500,000, which is expected to increase to more than 750,000 by 2041.  At present, about 110,000 residents 
leave the region for employment.

In 2022, Casey and Cardinia Shire Council commissioned the Thompsons Road Upgrade and Extension: 
Economic Impact Assessment, which found that upgrading and extending Thompsons Road would facilitate 
the creation of up to 140,000 jobs and increase economic output by more than $58 billion.  The report found 
that the project would deliver $4.40 benefit for every dollar spent and $90 billion net benefit over 30 years.

Casey's draft submission to the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) emphasises the importance of the 
extension of Thompsons Road, including the bridge over Cardinia Creek, that is identified in the policies 
informing the PSP (Attachment 1).  The successful development of this precinct is jeopardised by the lack 
of stated commitment to the delivery of the Thompsons Road extension.  Given that Thompsons Road is 
noted so specifically within not only the PSP itself but also the two major underpinning policies further fuels 
our advocacy for a committed delivery through the PSP.

The draft submission also targets a planned pedestrian bridge over Cardinia Creek in the draft Officer South 
Employment Infrastructure Contributions Plan (the ICP) that, if approved as exhibited, would create a 
significant unfunded liability for Casey.  This unfunded liability will be pursued with the VPA and, if needed, 
the subsequent VPA Standing Advisory Committee proceedings scheduled for January/February 2024.

The PSP, from underlying policies to the precinct vision and purpose, is dedicated to the delivery of a state 
significant industrial precinct.  It boasts exceptional outcomes of innovation and sustainability derived from 
common land use sub-precincts, connected with effective networks.  However, Casey does not believe the 
vision and purpose of this PSP will unfold as intended, and the lack of a connected east-west primary freight 
network will compromise the development of the precinct.  The Thompsons Road bridge is integral to the 
successful development of the precinct and the funding and delivery of this infrastructure should be 
prioritised.

Community Engagement

Casey's advocacy priorities, which includes the upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road, have been 
informed by community feedback and insights from the Council Plan 2021-25 (Council Plan).  The top three 
areas in which the community wants to see more investment are roads and public transport, local job 
opportunities, and health services and facilities.

Casey's ongoing advocacy for the upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road aligns with what the Casey 
community has told us is most important to them, as well as the Strategic Objective 4 in the Council Plan.

Sustainability and Climate Resilience

The recommendations and outcomes of this report are not expected to specifically contribute to the 
objectives of Council’s Environment Strategy 2021-25.
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Financial Implications

There are no financial implications arising from the adoption of the recommendation of this report.

Notwithstanding the above, the draft submission seeks to resolve a significant unfunded liability for Casey 
identified in the ICP.

Conclusion

Casey and Cardinia Shire Council believe the upgrade and extension of Thompsons Road is critical to 
unlocking local jobs, boosting investment and strengthening the regional economy.

Casey's draft submission to the VPA emphasises the importance of the extension of Thompsons Road, 
including the bridge over Cardinia Creek, that is identified in the policies informing the PSP.  The successful 
development of this precinct is jeopardised by the lack of stated commitment to the delivery of this 
transformational project.

The PSP, from underlying policies to the precinct vision and purpose, is dedicated to the delivery of a state 
significant industrial precinct.  However, Casey does not believe the vision and purpose of the PSP will 
unfold as intended, and the lack of a connected east-west primary freight network will compromise the 
development of the precinct.

The Thompsons Road bridge is integral to the success of the PSP and the funding and delivery of this 
infrastructure should be prioritised.

Attachments

1. City of Casey OSE PSP Submission [5.6.1 - 5 pages]














