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Frequently asked questions 

What is the minimum and maximum funding grant available? 
There is no specified minimum or maximum grant. In the past Streamlining for Growth (SfG) has 
provided grants to Councils ranging from around $30,000 to over $300,000 and in 2021–22 the 
average grant amount was around $115,000. 

As outlined in the website program summary, this year the SfG Program favours grants for projects 
that deliver at-scale outcomes and / or deliver substantial process, or capacity improvements across 
several councils.  

Projects of a more modest scale will be considered if it can be demonstrated they deliver very 
effective (streamlined) outcomes, contribute to a larger project with other funds or in-kind support 
provided by Council or other project partners, or deliver outcomes that could be utilised by other 
Councils (replicability) in future. 

Please speak to the VPA for guidance on how projects can meet the Program objectives.  

Can Council apply for multiple projects? 
Yes. However, one or two well developed and scoped project proposals would likely have a greater 
chance of success than a larger number of less developed ideas. The VPA also considers equitable 
distribution of funds when it undertakes its assessment. 

Can Council partner with other Councils to for a joint grant application? 
Yes, joint applications are encouraged to tackle and resolve broad cross-council and shared strategic 
planning and / or approvals process issues that will contribute to improved and at-scale supply of 
housing and jobs. 

For such applications, a lead council should be nominated in the application for the purposes of grant 
administration, acquittal of funds and progress reporting. 

Can Council partner with other state agencies or industry stakeholders? 
Yes. While it is not possible to provide a grant to a private entity, they could still be a project partner in 
terms of in-kind support or a cash co-contribution to deliver an overall better project. 

Can Council seek funding from multiple grant programs? 
It is not possible to seek funding for the same project from multiple grant programs. It is possible that 
separate but complementary projects (or distinct project elements of a single project) may be 
supported by different grant programs so long as the projects are clearly distinct and do not overlap or 
duplicate.  

The VPA will consult with agencies managing other grant programs to maintain the strategic integrity 
of the SfG Program and ensure no duplication of programs’ purposes and ensure no duplication in 
funding from multiple programs on the same project. 
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What type of VPA assistance can be requested? 
The primary assistance that Streamlining for Growth can provide to councils is in the form of cash 
grants to support and drive delivery of council led projects that meet the objectives of the program. 

Applicants may request discreet amounts of VPA staff time to assist with such things as commenting 
on detailed project scoping and briefs, assisting with state agency interactions, or attending project 
working group meetings.  If you are considering such a request, please contact the VPA prior to 
submitting your application to discuss the type of support being requested.  In assessing applications, 
the VPA will need to determine its ability to resource such requests. 

Projects which would require significant VPA staff time to lead, or influence are not currently able to 
be supported through the SfG grants program.  Instead, councils are encouraged to separately 
discuss such project proposals with senior members of the relevant VPA planning team (e.g., 
Regional, Melbourne Renewal Precincts) to determine how the project may align with the VPA’s 
strategic priorities and forward work program. 

How detailed should the project scope submitted with the application be? 
A concise scope is encouraged however, it should be sufficiently detailed to enable the VPA to 
assess the application against the Program objectives (project scoping requirements, in particular) 
and commensurate with project complexity. It should include key project information, inputs, outputs, 
expertise required to manage and deliver outputs, estimates of all costs, source/s of funding (other 
than SfG) and (as applicable) demonstrated commitment to statutory implementation of the project. 

Can Council resubmit an application from last funding round which was unsuccessful? 
Yes. For resubmitted applications, the VPA expects that the application scoping information and 
response to SfG Program objectives would be checked and updated.  Councils are encouraged to 
discuss re-submissions with the SfG team so that feedback can be provided on why the application 
may not have previously been successful.  

Can I commence an application in the application platform and then save it as partly 
complete so that it can be finished later? 
Yes. If you scroll down to the bottom of the Application Form, you will see a ‘save draft’ button. You 
will then be able to access your draft at a later point through the ‘My Submissions’ tab in your 
Submittable account. 

When will I hear if my application has been successful or not? 
Once the application round closes, we will commence internal reviews of all applications. Our aim is 
to notify Councils of outcomes by the late September / early October 2022. You can contact the SfG 
team for questions and updates during this time. 

We are a Regional Council that does not have large settlements or high growth in absolute 
terms – should we still apply? 
Yes, you should apply if you have potential projects that meet the program objectives. Key elements 
to consider and outline in your application would be demonstrating consistency with the direction of 
the relevant Regional Growth Plan with regards to Residential and / or Employment growth and / or 
demonstrating significant growth pressures relative to the size of your settlements. 

VPA encourages councils to also consider submitting applications for joint projects with neighbouring 
councils to solve common issues, streamline / bring forward growth, and bring scale to your project 
idea.   
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