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Werribee Junction Precinct Structure Plan – Stakeholder Update – February 2022 

Purpose and 

next steps 

The purpose of this correspondence is to update you on the status of 
the Werribee Junction PSP project and advise of work to come.  

Preliminary technical studies are required to provide the VPA with an 
improved understanding of the opportunities and constraints for urban 
development in the precinct.  

These studies were commissioned in 2021 and relate to biodiversity, 
aboriginal cultural heritage and soils. The findings from these studies 
will be considered when assessing the development potential of the 
precinct.  

This assessment is referred to as a threshold assessment. In short, the 
technical studies will be analysed by the VPA to ascertain whether a 
threshold of viability is met in order for the PSP project to progress.   

Status of 

technical 

reports 

Consultants are undertaking work to inform the abovementioned 
technical studies. It is expected that these studies will be completed 
shortly, as follows: 

• Biodiversity – draft report due by end of February and finalised 
report due in March.  

• Soils – draft report due by end of February and finalised report due 
in March. 

• Cultural Heritage – desktop assessment due in March.  

Further information regarding technical reports is provided below.  

The VPA will make the final reports available to all stakeholders. 

Schedule The upcoming milestone is the threshold assessment, which is 
expected to be completed once the VPA receives the final technical 
studies discussed above. It is therefore envisaged that the threshold 
assessment will be completed by the end of March.  

Should the threshold be met, then the VPA will provide further advice 
regarding next steps. 

 

Technical Reports 

Technical Reports Status Consultant 

Biodiversity – 

Flora and 

Fauna 

The purpose of this report is to advise the VPA on matters 
of national environment significant (MNES) in accordance 
with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation (EBPC) Act 1999. The report will advise of 
locations (if any) that have MNES flora or fauna as advised 
in the EPBC Act 1999. Furthermore, the report will provide 
advice on the RAMSAR convention, which is an 
international treaty protecting wetlands of international 
significance (due to migratory birds). This is because the 
Melbourne Water Western Treatment Plant to the south is 
a known RAMSAR site, and as such, the VPA must confirm 
that such wetland characteristics are either not located in 
the precinct or impacted by potential future development.  
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Surveys were completed during December 2021 and 
January 2022. 

The consultant is in the process of drafting a report based 
on their survey findings. The draft report will be provided 
to the VPA by the end of February. The VPA will then 
review and provide feedback to inform the final report 
which is due in March. 

Soils  The purpose of this report is to advise of any potential 
risks posed by sodic, dispersive or acid sulfate soils in the 
precinct. Such soils can pose a risk to urban development 
if not properly addressed. The report will identify locations 
of risk (if any) and advise of ways planning and 
development of the site can mitigate the risk.   

Soil sampling and analysis commenced in January 2022 
and is ongoing with an expected completion in mid-late 
February.  

The draft report is due to the VPA by the end of February. 
Following this, the VPA will undertake a review and 
provide feedback. The final report will then be due in 
March. 

Fyfe 

Cultural 

Heritage 

The purpose of this report is to provide the VPA with a 
desktop assessment of cultural heritage values within the 
precinct. This will include a review of databases to identify 
registered Aboriginal places and areas of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage significance, a review of previous 
assessments completed in the area, an assessment of 
relevant legislation and policy and advice regarding 
landforms and vegetation.  

This work is underway. The VPA expects the draft report 
by the end of February. Following the VPA’s review and 
feedback, the final report is expected in March. 

Unearthed 
Heritage 

 
The VPA is also holding regular meetings with Wyndham City Council and relevant government 
agencies. This is predominantly for the purpose of information sharing.  
 


