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Hi All,

I'd like to express my deep concern about the proposal to establish a basalt quarry at 175
Northern Highway, Wallan, 3756. I understand that your office has taken in the decision
for this application, which had previously been the subject of a VCAT appeal against
Mitchell Shire Council’s rejection of the proposal. I would like to commend you for this
decision: it provides an opportunity to fully consider the enormous policy, social and
economic implications of the proposed quarry in a broader planning context, which
appears to have been lacking to date.
The proposed quarry, which would involve substantial blasting over decades and large
amounts of extra truck traffic on our already overloaded transport links, has no place in a
properly planned residential area. I strongly object to the proposal given:
The land use is wholly inappropriate given the existing residential development close to
the site, as well as the substantial planned urban growth in the area.
The considerable loss of amenity that would come to both existing and future residents,
through noise, dust and traffic.
The poor health outcomes (and associated public cost) deriving from the impacts of air and
noise pollution - both from quarrying activity such as blasting and the increased truck
traffic and carriage of materials throughout our community.
The inevitable negative impact on the value of residential land in Wallan and surrounding
areas - much of which has been recently purchased by young families that bought due to
the natural beauty of the area.
The resource that would be quarried is not scarce or of state significance, with large
supplies (orders of magnitude greater than that available at 175 Northern Highway) already
available nearby.
There would be very large net economic losses to the community if the quarry were to
proceed - with any meagre benefits associated with the quarry accruing largely to few
private entities and individuals.
The quarry has already been twice rejected by our locally elected representation at
Mitchell Shire Council: most recently - by a unanimous vote - on February 15, 2021
The draft Beveridge NW PSP - upon which community submissions were requested - was
exhibited without the proposed quarry. That exhibition represented comprehensively
planned future residential development of the area, with the locations of housing, schools,
public spaces, community centres and arterial roads carefully thought out. The Wallan
South PSP commencing now will seek to do the same. Approval of a blasting quarry right
in the middle of these would torpedo these processes - and compromise the livability of the
whole area for decades to come. Adding this to the plan without further community
consultation is disingenuous at best.

I sincerely request that you reject the proposal for a quarry at 175 Northern Highway in
light of the above.
Yours sincerely,

Harvinder Singh
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