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“APPROVING THIS QUARRY IS AKIN TO CLIMATE
CHANGE IGNORANCE”
 
I'm making this admission to stop the quarry I have lived in this town for 20 years.
 
The increase in traffic through this town has increased exponentially due to the growth of
families calling Wallan home.
 
This has also not been helped by the increased number of businesses in Wallan and towns
north of us, bringing an increase in trucks moving through daily.
 
20 years ago, there was one set of traffic lights in a town of approximately 4000 residents ,
with the construction of this quarry there will be seven sets of traffic lights in five
kilometres stretch along the Northern Highway. There has been no increase, in this time,
of roads or adding lanes to disperse the extra traffic, due the increase of residents to
approximately 14500. This does not account for the increase of the population of
neighbouring Kilmore, who’s percentage of residents currently travel through this town.
This increase in traffic congestion will be exasperated with the large number of trucks that
will enter the highway from the quarry 12 hours a day 5 days a week.
 
We have been promised a highway exit/entry interchange and a bypass around the town
of Kilmore both of which would remove large numbers of cars and trucks off the main road
through Wallan. At this stage these have not even reached the planning stage, leaving no
chance of relief from the increased traffic congestion that the quarry will bring.
 
Wallan is a windy town with examination of statistics showing that the average wind speed
per month over the last 10yrs of 24Km/h per day with a high average per month of
between 45km/h – 56km per hour.
The last 12 months reading has 60% of official wind readings of moderate and above which
is over 24km/h and above on average. These types of winds, even with the efforts to
mitigate the dust leaving the quarry will be hard to control on the extreme wind days,
which will then send large amount of dust into the residential areas of Wallan.
 
In this current climate change environment this increase of large truck slowing traffic on
this small regional town would dramatically increase the pollutants in the environment,
not to mention the dust levels from regular explosions, with no belief in neutralising



conditions are guaranteed to protect the town or the environment from increased level of
pollutants being generated from extraction of minerals or the explosions.
 
With construction of new residential properties and existing properties within 2 kilometres
of the proposed quarry and with extreme wind conditions that can happen in the town, I
believe a decision to approve this quarry would be a major backward step in our
governments at all levels in making us a leader in the climate change revolution.
 
Finally, this has been knocked back by twice by the Mitchell Shire Council. This council was
elected by the people of Mitchell Shire to do what they believe is right for the people who
voted them in and this has been seen not to be a project that they will enhance our town.
Your support to confirm their previous decisions, would be much appreciated.
 
 
David Whyte
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