
Draft Amendment C182dare to the Darebin Planning Scheme 

 

I wish to express my serious concern at some aspects of the draft Structure Plan (PDF, 9.94MB) and 
draft planning scheme amendment for the Preston Market Precinct. My main concerns are as 
follows: 

 

1. The draft structure plan proposes a design that is too dense and too tall. It looks like a mini-
Docklands dropped into the heart of Preston. While there is a clear need to develop the site to 
create more housing, the current design is completely inappropriate for this site.  What is needed 
are good-quality buildings of 7-8 stories, properly spaced and separated by paths and public spaces 
with attractive landscaping.  

 

2. The buildings are clustered to the north of the site, with the height of the buildings increasing to 
the north. But in winter the sunshine comes from low in the north. This strategy will result in a lot of 
the sunshine being captured by a few lucky apartment dwellers along the northern fringe, with much 
of the rest of the site left to languish in the cold and shade. This outcome is not acceptable, and is 
not environmentally-sustainable planning. We all know how important it is to capture as much 
sunshine as possible during Melbourne winters. Nothing increases amenity as much as this. The new 
development must not be allowed to block sunshine to the rest of the site.  

 

3. Only 10% of the area is allocated for open space, which is far too little to encourage use of the site 
as a community meeting place. Furthermore, the overall site will be full of tall buildings, which will 
certainly decrease the attractiveness of such small public spaces crammed between tall buildings.  
Preston is windy, and the wind tunnels created by the tall buildings, combined with the lack of 
sunshine from over-shadowing, make it very unlikely that any people will ever congregate there.  
Much more space needs to be allocated for public space if the stated vision of creating a meeting 
place for Preston is to be achieved. 

 

4. It appears that 80% of the current market is to be demolished. It is hard to see how this goes 
hand-in-hand with the stated declaration of 'preserving the market'.  It also appears that there is a 
reduction in the size of the market, which the current structure plan is not very open about. Not only 
that, but there is a proposal to build over part of the market!  It is difficult to escape the conclusion 
that the planned outcome is another shopping mall.  But Darebin does not need another shopping 
mall; we already have Northland and various other smaller shopping centres. The Preston Market is 
unique and its unique character must be retained. This means leaving the current footprint and 
leaving all parts of the market open to the sky, to retain the open-air nature of the market and let 
sunshine in.  To ensure that the market continues to fulfil its primary function of providing fresh 
produce and high quality delicatessen items to the citizens of Darebin and surrounding LGAs, new 
investment should instead be directed towards rehabilitating and upgrading the market in its current 
form.  Protection of the current market traders is an important aspect of this. 

 



Recommendation: the draft structure plan be revised to accommodate the existing market footprint 
to the extent possible, retain the current market roof structures that allow light, sunshine and fresh 
air into most of the market area, and abandon any plans to build over the market. The density and 
height of the proposed buildings should be reduced to create a more open feel that does not block 
the sun, promotes environmental sustainability, and blends in with the surrounding High Street 
streetscape of low buildings that reflect the suburb’s 1920s heritage.  








