
From:
To: amendments
Subject: Re: draft Amendment C182dare/Preston Market Precinct Structure Plan
Date: Monday, 12 July 2021 9:54:09 PM
Attachments: Preston Market Submission.pdf

Please find attached my submission regarding the Preston market precinct structure plan.

Regards,
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Submission for Preston Market Precinct Structure Plan & draft Amendment C182dare 

I am a resident of Darebin, I have two children; one of whom attends Preston Primary school, and my hus-
band is self employed in Darebin. One of the main reasons we live in Darebin is because of our proximity to 
the Preston market.

I have not attended any information sessions over the past few years regarding changes to the market, I don’t 
feel that the opportunity to contribute to discussions regarding the markets future have been widely promot-
ed and have only ever learned of such community engagement after the fact. Myself and my family are deeply 
concerned about the future of Preston market and after reading the structure plan I have concerns I would 
like to raise in regards to sections (?) 4.6 and 4.8 of the amendment. 

4.6 Building and Infrastructure
This section discusses how the proposed Preston Market precinct will maintain its identity, heritage and char-
acter, however the current fruit and vegetable section of the Preston market is the only original feature that 
will remain. I am concerned that preservation of the markets character will not be possible when so little of 
the original market will remain in place.

4.8 Public Space and Community Infrastructure
The current market has several hundred seats (everyone of which is occupied on a weekend) in and around 
the market where we enjoy sitting and eating as a family, with friends and with strangers while we take a 
break from grocery shopping. Some days we come to the market just to socialise and eat or get a coffee. Our 
young children play the piano, go on the rides dotted around the place and play with other children in the 
designated play areas. Early on a winters morning I can enjoy a coffee sitting in the sunshine while my kids 
play shops in the cubby house.
I am concerned that the new footprint will not have enough space to allow for adequate seating and play 
areas in the market. This is also taking into consideration that there will be residents of an additional two 
thousand dwellings ( 6.2.1 / L4) in the precinct enjoying the space. Natural light between 11:00am-2:00pm  
(B19) will also be a huge reduction to what is currently available. 

Why can’t the existing market be kept in place, with well considered maintenance of the sections that need 
it. There is plenty of land that is the car park that can be re-developed into a high density residential village, 
providing access to the market from the station and incorporating the car parking spaces that the original 
site currently houses. I don’t understand why the existing market needs to be demolished (apart from the 
fruit and veg section) in order for the apartment buildings to be built. Preston market is the best thing about 
Preston and if its essence is taken away the appeal of the suburb as a whole will be impacted. The new plans 
will provide a lucrative opportunity for a small handful of private investors and leave the community with a 
precinct that lacks the character and history and community that the current market celebrates.

While I understand that the suburb of Preston will undergo unprecedented growth over the next twenty 
years, I think that development of the market precinct needs to carefully consider density, or what is intended 
to be a rich community hub will be lost to a residential/corporate complex.




