
         10th of July 2021 
To whom this may concern, 
 
Re: (draft amendment C182dare) 
 
I am writing this submission to strongly oppose the proposed development of the Preston 
Market site by the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA). It is stated in the draft plan that there 
would be three towers of which at least one is likely to reach 16 storeys, and another 20 
storeys.   
 
I moved into the medium density establishment at  Preston in early 2020. 
One of the attractions for me to the area was the Preston Market as it stands today.  
 
The market is a jewel of the north that has been enjoyed by many of its locals for many 
decades. It is modest but meets our needs. Many gather with their loved ones here to enjoy 
the various offerings of its much loved vendors, some of which have been there for decades. 
We like it that way. We, the locals want it to stay that way.  
 
I do admit that Preston Market could do with a refurbishment, as parts of it are dated and 
could do with a facelift. However, what the VPA is proposing is offensive to the residents of 
Preston and the surrounding area, and it is not appropriate. Three tower blocks of up to 20 
storeys will overshadow what shell of the market would remain. I believe that it will also 
motivate many of the proximal residents to leave the area permanently. I am not opposed 
to affordable housing in Preston, but I feel that a more appropriate format even at the 
market site, would be low to medium density establishments, rather than what is being 
proposed today. The market and Preston itself will simply not be the same, and it will leave a 
permanent scar on the area that will be irreparable.  
 
The greater area of Darebin is already flooded with medium rise apartment buildings. 
Adding up to 6,000 residents living in 2,200 dwellings to an already crowded area threatens 
the quality of life of its existing residents. The anticipatory anxiety is palpable. In addition, 
this proposed project threatens to undo the motivating imperative of the state government 
LXRP project to reduce traffic congestion to the area. This proposed project will likely 
increase pedestrian traffic to an already congested part of Preston. I have already been 
making enquiries about selling up after moving to the area just over 12 months ago.   
 
The Preston Market is one of Melbourne’s cultural centre points, and I am heart-broken at 
the thought that this place of gathering, of many cultures and walks of life will be utterly 
destroyed. At best your proposed plans appear to want to replace it with some modernised 
iteration, cheap imitation of what was once there. 
 
This project threatens to break the hearts and morale of many. It appears to me that sadly 
profit has outshone common sense and sensible planning that is appropriate and fitting for 
the setting. 
 
I strongly stand against this project and hope that due consideration is given to those of us 
who oppose it, who are in the majority. This includes Darebin Council and many of my 
neighbours.  
 
Sincerely, 
 








