




27 May 2021 – Preston Market Submission  

As a long-term resident of generational resident of Preston and surrounding areas, please find my 
submission into the future of the Preston Market. Whilst I now reside on the Surf Coast, I frequently 
visit the Preston market on return visitations and enjoy the cultural ambience and shopping 
particularly fresh fruit and vegetables and fish that the Market provides. Furthermore, the Preston 
Market has been a long-standing feature of my family and childhood and I have fond memories of 
visiting the Market from the age of 5 to 45 years or age.  

I appreciate that change is needed to ensure that the Market reaches it best potential and it seems 
to me that the owners of the Market has not spent the considerable funds needed to keep up with 
the ageing infrastructure for a very long period of time. I also note, however, that for many of the 
same traders who continue to provide fresh fruit and vegetables at the Market are satisfied to some 
extent of the conditions currently provided. Any further investment must also take notice of the 
socio-economic factors of this community and that there will not be an expected rise in rent or lease 
payments by traders. It is also worth noting that the Preston Market is not just for those fortunate to 
reside in Preston, it draws a significant catchment of people from across the Northern suburbs of 
Melbourne. The nearest Fresh food Markets are in either Camberwell or the Victoria Market which 
both have unique challenges. There are several advantages to the current Preston Market; it’s   
spatial lay-out, the ability to park your car near the stall holders and the incredible mix of culture and 
community. No other Market can or even tries to match this environment.  

In terms of the proposed changes, please find my comments:  

• The importance of valuing the Heritage of the unique Preston Market such as covered 
walkways, spaces for eating and socialising along with spaces for shopping. The internal 
delicatessen and fish market section has always been a popular part of the Market and must 
be retained.  
 

• The importance to retain the Market on its current location, not to shift or change the 
location of the Market through the development proposal.  
 

• To continue to retain the same number of stalls and mix of stalls with a continued provision 
of fresh fruit and vegetables, fresh meat and fish.  
 

• To incorporate a safe and active connection from the Preston railway station through to 
High Street and strip shopping. There is currently no well-defined walkway that leads people 
from the Station through the Market to High Street Preston, people do not know where they 
are, there are no navigating signposts and no notice on the pedestrian walkway or way -
finding signage.  
 

• Continued to have a strong public space functionality with generous public seating, tables 
for larger community groups.  
 

• That the Market is the centrepiece regardless of any development surrounding the Market – 
it is well positioned among a community space, with great lighting and visibility from all 
streets that surround the Market.  
 



• Prioritise existing traders, particularly those from the City of Darebin municipality  
 

• Set the same price in rent adjusted for inflation  
• Ensure there is a diverse mix of businesses, under no circumstance should it include 

Franchises or Chains – this is the antithesis to the Preston Market character and uniqueness.  
 

• Effectively manage the Market, review the Market in terms of zero waste or utilisation of 
waste for other purposes. Implicit in this is the need for led lighting or the use of other 
means of generating energy for the Market’s operations.  
 

• Meaningfully engage and acknowledge the Migrant and First Nations people in the character 
or the Market through unique design and usage. The Preston Market has no 
acknowledgement of our First Nations people on site or through the design of furniture, 
fittings and /or stall holders and yet Darebin is home to a significant population of First 
Nations people.  
 

• Strict, mandatory height limits of 6 x storeys for any new development across the site and 
ensure at least 20% of new housing is available as Social Housing. A mix of Housing is 
required and to ensure that a proportion of tenancies is weighted towards new migrants and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. along with women fleeing family violence.  
 

• Provide canopy trees on all laneways and streets and ensure a mix of indigenous and 
deciduous trees that create shade and mitigate against heat waves.  
 

• Create a dog-park off site for shoppers to leave their dogs when shopping.  
 

• Create a safe bicycle area for all cyclists so they can leave their bicycles in a safe place when 
shopping.  
 

• A minimum 6 x Star rating accreditation for all buildings as built (best practice) and the use 
of renewable energy to operate the Market as much as possible, solar power, wind energy 
etc.  
 

• A minimum of 7 x Star Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme (NatHERS) rating for current 
best practice.  
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