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Consultation 2020
The Victorian Planning Authority and the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning have partnered to update the Guidelines
for Structure Planning in Melbourne’s Greenfields (the
Guidelines) with the aim to build on lessons learned and
improve liveability in Melbourne’s new neighbourhoods.
The Guidelines provide the framework for preparing Precinct
Structure Plans (PSPs) to guarantee quality outcomes while
also being flexible, responsive and supportive of innovation.

Purpose of the Guidelines
The main purpose of the Guidelines is to ensure a consistent
and best practice approach is applied to planning for
Melbourne’s greenfield areas. The document gives direction
to achieve improved planning processes and outcomes,
supported by state planning policy and statutory measures.
The focus for the Guidelines is on what a PSP is able to control.
PSPs are not expected to anticipate or resolve every eventuality, but to
ensure a robust policy framework that can be used to resolve issues once
more detailed investigation is undertaken through the permit stage.

We want your feedback on the
updated Guidelines so they
can better support you to
deliver best practice PSPs.
Your feedback will help
us finalise a complete
and considered set
of Guidelines.
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and Planning

PSP Guidelines model

PSP Guidelines Model

The Guidelines model uses best practice inputs including policies, engagement and site conditions identified
through the PSP process to feed into the PSP Guidelines Integrated Framework to deliver the PSP document.
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We want your feedback on the updated
Guidelines so they can better support
you to deliver best practice PSPs. Your
feedback will help us finalise a complete
and considered set of Guidelines.
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Enhancing PSP performance
The Guidelines aim to elevate liveability outcomes
in PSPs by outlining Features, Principles and
Performance Targets. These aim to deliver
outcomes consistent with the 20-minute
neighbourhood, a key principle from Plan
Melbourne 2017-2050. The 20-minute
neighbourhood is all about ‘living locally’
— giving people the ability to meet most
of their daily needs within a 20-minute
walk from home, with access to safe
cycling and local transport options.
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The unprecedented change caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic will have far-reaching
changes for where and how Victorians
live and work. As we work through the
future impacts and opportunities, it will be
important to get the fundamentals right
and keep options open. The 20-minute
neighbourhood – living locally in accessible
walkable medium-density mixed use
communities – is a robust framework that is
adaptive and enabling in the face of change.
And by building innovation into our PSP
process we can ensure that the industry
and Councils can respond to change.
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PSP planning in a
post-COVID world

PURPOSE +
PLACE-BASED
VISION

The key principles in the Guidelines will result in PSPs that focus on:

The Principles and Performance Targets deliver
improved outcomes in the following ways:
•

increased densities and the provision
of affordable housing

•

climate resilience and adaptation, including
urban greening, integrated water management
practices, bushfire management

•

provision of local employment opportunities
and the facilitation of regional, state and
nationally significant employment areas

•

improving accessibility to high quality
public realm, jobs and services

•

integration of the Movement and Place
Framework for designing roads that meet
the needs of people and businesses.

VIABLE DENSITIES
More viable densities
with a more nuanced
approach to urban and
streetscape design that
supports diverse housing
and viable densities.

SAFE, ACCESSIBLE &
WELL CONNECTED
Walkable neighbourhoods
– where access by
pedestrians, better
support diverse and more
intensive land uses, foster
a sense of community and
social cohesion, reduce
greenhouse gases and
household transport
costs, and support healthy
and active lifestyles.
Cyclists and public
transport is prioritised.

HIGH-QUALITY
PUBLIC REALM
Public realm and
open space network
that are crucial to
creating the identity
of neighbourhoods
and have a significant
impact on liveability,
social cohesiveness,
sense of place, the
community’s health and
wellbeing and the urban
heat island effect.

CONNECT PEOPLE TO
JOBS & SERVICES
Planning for people to
work close to where
they live, by dispersing
employment areas and
providing a high degree
of pedestrians and
cycling connectivity.

SERVICES &
DESTINATIONS
Ensuring facilities and
services are planned
to meet a community’s
daily needs nearby
to where they live (a
local catchment).

THRIVING LOCAL
ECONOMIES
A thriving local centre
that is well designed,
comfortable and
accessible is critical
to the liveability of
a neighbourhood.

INFRASTRUCTURE
COORDINATION
Identifying infrastructure
needs and how they will be
coordinated and delivered.

PSP pathways
These pathways are delivered within the PSP
2.o process that sets aspirational targets for
the development of PSPs including codesign,
streamlining preparation, optimising
the PSP product to embrace innovation
and delivering government policy.

The updated Guidelines provide new pathways to
planning to encourage enhanced outcomes and
recognise a one size fits all approach is inadequate.
The Coordination Pathway will be used most of the
time, providing a means to achieve high quality
and coordinated place-based community
and development outcomes. The Innovation
Pathway will be used when a place-specific
opportunity arises to deliver significantly
elevated performance in one or more area.
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Contact
To find out more about the Guidelines and to get involved,
please visit vpa.vic.gov.au/psp-guidelines, or contact John Casey,
Strategic Planning Manager (john.casey@vpa.vic.gov.au) or
Tess Grimmond, Policy Officer (tess.grimmond@vpa.vic.gov.au).

