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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Planning policy development in Casey has been influenced by two major policy documents: 
Melbourne 2030 at the State level, and Casey 21 at the local level.  In general, these policies are 
supportive of one another, aiming to achieve the same broad goals.  Melbourne 2030 focuses on 
improving environmental performance through built form measures, increased economic 
prosperity through participation in the knowledge economy, and improving the liveability of the 
city. Casey 21 supports these objectives, but places more emphasis on local issues, seeking to 
overcome the negative image of Casey, and develop it into a city in its own right by providing 
increased cultural, entertainment, housing, working and social opportunities as well as promoting 
high quality design of the built environment. 

The two overarching strategic plans of Melbourne 2030 and Casey 21 form the policy basis for 
numerous, more focused policy documents at both the State and local levels respectively.  An 
analysis of these documents has revealed a number of emergent policy directions or themes, 
evident in most of the reviewed policy.  These directions are as follows: 

1. Increasing local employment opportunities, with an emphasis on creating higher order jobs. 
2. Creating more sustainable and efficient patterns of urban development 
3. Preserving and enhancing the natural environment and greening the city 
4. Providing efficient and timely infrastructure roll-out 
5. Improving housing diversity and affordability 
6. Improving image and quality of built environment through design 
7. Improving access and equity 
8. Promoting education and cultural opportunities 
9. Promoting health and well-being,  
10. Encouraging efficient and sustainable transport modes 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to summarise and analyse the various layers of policy relevant to the 
planning of the Cranbourne East site.  The challenge of making sense of numerous policy 
documents at the State, regional, and local levels is great, given the often detailed and dense 
content of many of these documents.  The approach taken in the drafting of this report seeks to 
describe key policy documents, their relationship with each other, and their general policy intent 
and basis to distil relevant policy objectives in a clear and concise fashion.  To do this, the report 
is divided into two parts. 

The first part of this report will: 

• describe the policy structure and main strategic intent of major policy documents affecting the 
site; 

• trace the policy development and history to establish the basis for the planning of Cranbourne 
East. 

 

The second part of this report will: 

• condense policy objectives into 10 general policy directions or themes 
• provide the context and discuss major issues regarding each policy direction; 
• discuss general policy trends; 
• summarise State, regional, and local policy, and describe the general strategic intent of each 

policy direction; 
• provide a list of the most important and relevant objectives. 
 
Abbreviations used in this report include: 
• SPPF-State Policy Planning Framework 
• LPPF-Local Policy Planning Framework 
• SGPF- Smart Growth Planning Framework (from Casey-Cardinia Smart Growth Committee 

Final Report) 
• C21- Casey 21 
• SHRS- Southern Regional Housing Statement 
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2 POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 State and Regional Policy 

2.1.1 State Policy Framework 
 

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) provides a context for spatial planning and 
decision making and is directed towards the interests of sustainable development for the benefit 
of present and future generations.  Its basis lies in the Planning and Environment Act 1987, which 
sets the planning agenda for the State.  The SPPF aims to ensure that the objectives of the Act 
are achieved through appropriate policies and practices. 

In elaboration of the planning objectives in Victoria, the SPPF contains seven general principles, 
relevant to the planning of Cranbourne East which are: 

• Settlement; 
• Environment; 
• Management of resources; 
• Infrastructure; 
• Economic well-being; 
• Social needs; and 
• Regional cooperation. 

2.1.2 Melbourne 2030 
 

Released in October 2002, Melbourne 2030 is the State Government’s 30 year metropolitan 
strategic plan designed to manage growth and promote sustainable development.  The plan 
contains nine strategic directions which are generally focused on improving the liveability and 
sustainability of the metropolitan region in the context of strong growth conditions.  The nine 
directions are: 

• Direction 1: A more compact city 
• Direction 2: Better management of metropolitan growth; 
• Direction 3: Networks with the regional cities; 
• Direction 4: A more prosperous city; 
• Direction 5: A great place to be; 
• Direction 6: A fairer city; 
• Direction 7: A greener city; 
• Direction 8: Better transport links; and 
• Direction 9: Better planning decisions, careful management. 
 
Two important features of the Melbourne 2030 have had significant impacts on the planning 
agenda in Casey, and provided the impetus for the Precinct Structure Planning Process in 
Cranbourne East.  The first was the introduction of an Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) which aims 
to contain outward growth and encourage consolidated and efficient development within the 
boundary.  The aim of the UGB is to maintain a 15 year supply of land, 10 years of which is 
zoned land within its extent.  To satisfy this goal, several projects such as Cranbourne East have 
been pushed forward. 
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The second feature of the Strategy was establishment of five growth areas (including the Casey-
Cardinia Growth Area), in which a substantial proportion of new growth is to be concentrated.  
Created in September 2006, the Growth Areas Authority (GAA) is an independent statutory body 
established by the Victorian Government to assist in the implementation of planning in the growth 
areas.  The aim of the GAA is to ensure that the growth areas are well planned, and new 
communities are provided with essential services as soon as possible. 

In terms of design, Melbourne 2030 offers a number of neighbourhood design principles to guide 
the planning of new and sustainable communities.  These are shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

Melbourne 2030 Neighbourhood Principles (Policy 5.5) 

 

• An urban structure where networks of neighbourhoods are clustered to support larger activity 
centre on the PPTN; 

• Compact neighbourhoods that are oriented around walkable distances between activities and 
where neighbourhood centres provide access to services and facilities to meet day-to-day 
needs; 

• Reduced dependence on car use because public transport is easy to use, there are safe and 
attractive spaces for walking and cycling and subdivision layouts allow easy movement 
through and between neighbours; 

• A range of lot sizes and of housing types to satisfy the needs and aspirations of different 
groups of people; 

• Integration of housing, workplaces, shopping, recreation and community services, to provide 
a mix and level of activity that attracts people, creates a safe environment, stimulates 
interaction and provides a lively community focus 

• A range of open spaces to meet a variety of needs, with links to open space networks and 
regional parks where possible; 

• A strong sense of place created because neighbourhood development emphasises existing 
cultural heritage values, attractive built form and landscape character; 

• Environmentally friendly development that includes improved energy efficiency, water 
conservation, local management of stormwater and wastewater treatment, less waste and 
reduced air pollution; 

• Protection and enhancement of native habitat and discouragement of the spread and planting 
of noxious weeds
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2.1.3 Casey-Cardinia Committee for Smart Growth 
 

In late 2003, the Government appointed five committees to oversee the review of the existing 
growth area plans, and to provide advice on the long-term growth in each area.  The Casey-
Cardinia Committee for Smart Growth was charged with determining future land requirements in 
the area, and providing a planning framework to guide future use and development. 

The results of the Smart Growth Committees enquiries and their recommendations were 
published in 2005, in the Final Report: Casey-Cardinia Committee for Smart Growth.  Based on 
these recommendations, new growth area framework plans were created to broadly outline the 
future direction and nature of change within the growth area.  Included in this were alterations to 
the interim UGB.  These plans were presented in the State Government document, A Plan for 
Melbourne’s Growth Areas and were subsequently incorporated into the SPPF 

An important outcome of the new framework plan for Casey-Cardinia was the adjustment of the 
interim UGB to provide for a sufficient land supply for development purposes.  While this did not 
impact Cranbourne East directly, impacts in other areas caused the municipal planning agenda to 
be reshuffled.  Future alterations to the UGB will be the responsibility of the GAA. 

The Casey-Cardinia Framework Plan is shown overleaf.
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Figure 1: Casey-Cardinia Framework Plan
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2.1.4 Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines 
 

Released by the State Government in September 2006, the document Precinct Structure Planning 
Guidelines aims to ensure that developments in growth areas are well serviced and integrated with existing 
communities.  The Guidelines provide clear directions for the planning and designing of new neighbourhoods 
to meet the challenge of creating sustainable, liveable communities by supporting Melbourne 2030’s 
Neighbourhood Principles and providing the following: 

• A variety of housing types that are affordable, conveniently located to public transport, and cater for 
people in different stages of their lives; 

• A choice of activity centres within walking or cycling distance, or a short trip away by bus or car and 
which includes meeting places such as local parks, libraries and other community facilities; 

• Direct and accessible bus routes, clear road layouts and safe walking and cycling paths; 
• Easier access to local employment to reduce the need to travel long distances; 
• Easier access to a wider variety of services and facilities locally; 
• Recreational and sporting facilities that cater for a variety of interests and ages; 
• Protection of environmental and cultural heritage values. 
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2.2 Local policy 

2.2.1 LPPF 
 

The Casey Planning Scheme contains local planning policy within the Local Planning Policy Framework 
(LPPF).  Within the LPPF, the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) provides a concise statement of the key 
strategic planning directions for the municipality in terms of use and development.  The strategic framework 
plan for Casey contained in the MSS is divided into five geo-graphical regions which are: 

1. The Foothills; 
2. The Built-up areas; 
3. The Urban fringe; 
4. The Farm; and 
5. The Bay. 
 
The Strategic Framework Plan is shown overleaf. 
 
The Framework Plan has six thematic directions which are: 
 
• Community; 
• Natural and built assets; 
• Employment; 
• Image; 
• Accessibility; and, 
• Infrastructure. 
 
Relevant local policies in the Casey Planning Scheme to the planning of Cranbourne East include: 
 
• Future Urban Areas Policy; 
• Residential Development Policy 
• Activity centres policy; 
• Non-Residential Uses in Residential Areas Policy; 
• Poultry Farming Policy; 
• Good Design Policy; and 
• Aboriginal Heritage Policy. 
 
Council’s MSS is currently under review, with a new structure being proposed as part of Amendment C50.   

2.2.2 Council Plan 2006-2010 
 

The Council Plan contains seven strategic objectives to achieve its vision for Casey.  Within these are a 
number of strategies geared at achieving each of the objectives as well as a number of indicators which can 
help measure this achievement.  The objectives of the Plan are: 

• Casey’s Communities; 
• Leading Casey; 
• Casey’s Natural Environment; 
• Planning Casey; 
• Building Casey; 
• Maintaining Casey; and 
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• Business and Employment for Casey. 
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Figure 2: Casey Planning Scheme Framework Plan (Clause 21.03)
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2.2.3 Casey 21  
 

Casey 21 (C21) is Casey’s long-term, municipal-wide strategic plan which guides the use and development 
of the municipality.  This plan commenced in 1999 and was adopted by Council in 2002.  The Strategy 
contains twelve ‘C21 Themes’ for Casey which are: 

• Theme 1: Restoring Nature; 
• Theme 2: C21 Jobs; 
• Theme 3: C21 Learning; 
• Theme 4: Accessible City; 
• Theme 5: Planning Communities; 
• Theme 6: Choice in Casey; 
• Theme 7: A Casey Identity; 
• Theme 8: Building on Casey’s Advantage; 
• Theme 9: Safer Casey; and 
• Theme 10: Building Community Capacity. 
 
Within each of the twelve themes, a number of detailed objectives, strategies, decision guidelines and 
planning principles are established which are geared toward achieving the each theme.  This provides the 
local planning framework for new development, the regeneration of old areas, and the preservation of natural 
resources within Casey.  The ‘C21 Plan’ is the spatial strategy of this planning framework and designates 
areas for certain uses and purposes (see figure 2).  




