


























































































HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 200 Ross Road ARCADIA

Address 200 Ross Road ARCADIA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
Arcadia is a rural district that has largely relied on its irrigation since the early 20th century, although there are areas of 
dry land farming. It is located on the Goulburn River south of Shepparton, the name deriving from the Arcadia pastoral 
run of 80,000 acres [32,375 ha], established in 1839 on the lands of the local Bangerang peoples by Gregor McGregor, 
and subdivided in 1858.



In 1869 Arcadia was recorded in Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer as a small pastoral hamlet, set in rich grassy flats, well 
timbered with box, cherry and woolly gum. After the area was opened for selection, schools were opened at Arcadia 
(1877), Arcadia East (1883) and Arcadia South (1889). A Post Office opened on 24 November 1873, being replaced by 
the Arcadia Railway Station office, which was renamed Arcadia around 1902; the station on the Goulburn Valley rail line 
had opened on 13 January 1880. 



Arcadia was described in the The Australian Handbook of 1903:



 Arcadia ...a village in the county of Moira, and electoral district of Euroa and Shepparton on the Goulburn Valley 
Railway Line ...with post and telegraph office, 98 miles NE. of Melbourne, and is situated on the River Goulburn. There 
are Anglican, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic churches, one hotel, State school (No 1880). The district is chiefly 
pastoral and agricultural. There are two creameries and a large foundry. Good fishing and shooting. Population about 
100. 



The village at the height of its prosperity around 1910 had two stores, a hotel (delicensed in the 1940s), wine shop, butter 
factory, butcher, bootmaker, blacksmith, a railway station and Anglican, Presbyterian and Catholic churches. A hall was 
built in 1926. Most of these structures have disappeared, and Arcadia school's populations of 55 (1924) and 11 (1955) 
demonstrate the gradual decline of this community. Arcadia school closed in 1982, Arcadia East and Arcadia South 
schools having closed in 1892 and 1919 respectively. The railway station closed on 30 June 1977 and the post office in 
1993.



Cropping and grazing became the chief agricultural activities of the locality.



 200 Ross Road, Arcadia 



Michael Kearney selected the 361 acres [146 ha] of Allotment 49, Parish of Arcadia, County of Moira, under the Land 
Act 1865. 



Irish-born Kearney had migrated to Australia aboard the ship British Empire in 1857 at the age of twenty-one. He had 
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disembarked at Moreton Bay, Brisbane, and subsequently settled at Kyneton in Victoria, marrying in 1861.



At Kyneton, Kearney, by then a publican, conducted the Woolpack Hotel. With land around Kyneton and central Victoria 
having been claimed by selectors following the gold rushes of the early 1850s, the Kearneys, like many others from the 
area, had looked eastward and north to where land was still available for selection. Many journeyed across from the 
Kyneton area to take up land in the Goulburn Valley. 



Kearney was one of the first to select in the Arcadia area, choosing the north west corner of the parish, which assured him 
at most times of a plentiful supply of water from the Goulburn River. He named his 361acre selection Castle Bend, and 
he progressively acquired some of the best land in the district. The Benalla Shire rate book for 1869 lists Kearney as the 
only landholder in the Arcadia area, with 845 acres; by 1871 he had 900 acres and was one of nineteen landholders listed. 
In the 1880 rate books (Arcadia was now part of the new Euroa Shire) showed that there were about fifty-five individual 
landholders with an average farm size of about 360 acres ranging in area from 37 acres to 1654 acres. Kearney, with 1276 
acres was one of three landholders with large acreages of purchased land, some of the smaller properties being partly or 
fully held on lease.



Kearney's prime business and dwelling from 1871 were the Commercial Hotel and store at Moorilim on Muddy Creek 
(now known as Panjip Creek) to the east of Murchison, but his allotments in the north-west of the Parish of Arcadia had 
initially provided him with an assured income from the timber, and subsequently the 300 acres of cleared land was turned 
over to cropping.



In November 1901 Kearney put his whole Castle Bend Estate of 1243 acres, which had a river frontage of ten miles, to 
auction in two lots. Neither contained a dwelling or farm buildings.



The two lots were purchased by Ebenezer Newnham, a Nagambie farmer. The next year Newnham began to irrigate the 
property from the Goulburn, purchasing with Penrose, a neighbour, a 7 inch pump; the newspaper article noted that water 
had to be lifted from 25 to 30 feet from the river. In this Newnham was following a trend of the period, with Chateau 
Tahbilk and others on the river setting an example. Newnham fattened sheep on the irrigated pasture, concentrating on 
Merinos and comebacks, and selling at local markets and at Newmarket.



It may have been Newnham, about whom little is known, who built the house at 200 Ross Road (on Allotment 45), 
although it seems that he was based at Nagambie, and it is more likely that it was constructed by the next owners, a 
family highly identified with the area, and after whom the road to the south is named.



In March 1908 Newnham put the 1240 acres of his Castle Bend Estate up for auction at a 'great subdivisional sale.' The 
sections of Allotments 42, 45 and 49 east of the rail line, comprising 421 acres, were purchased by William Ross, 
William Leslie Ross and Donald Ross, graziers of Seymour, probably a father and two sons, as in April 1913 the property 
passed to the latter two, whose names appear from then on in the reports of sheep sales. Both William Leslie Ross and 
Donald Ross were involved in entities relating to agriculture in the region, Donald being a long term committee member 
of the Shepparton Agricultural Society, becoming Vice-President, and William Leslie being involved with the Shepparton 
Freezing Works. The property passed to William Leslie alone on 11 May 1920, and Donald Ross moved into Shepparton 
in late 1925. William Leslie Ross retained the property until his death on 31 May 1954, whence it passed to Ian and Ida 
Ross in April 1955, finally leaving the hands of the Ross family in October 1964. Subsequently the holding has remained 
with the family which purchased it at that time.



 References: 



Plan, Parish of Arcadia, County of Rodney 1866



Plan, Parish of Arcadia, County of Rodney 1926
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Joyce Hammond, Bridging the Gap: Shire of Goulburn 1871-1971, Shepparton, 1971



 Euroa Advertiser, 25 June 1897



 Victorian Government Gazette, 3 September 1867



http://arcadia.org.au/default.asp?ID=59



 Age, 13 November 1901, p. 2



 Numurkah Leader, 3 October 1902, p. 7



 Numurkah Leader, 13 March 1908, p. 5



Title: Vol 3269 Fol 734



 Numurkah Leader, passim.



 Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 27 September 1922, p. 3



Shepparton Advertiser, 30 November 1925, p. 4



Title: Vol 3683 Fol 486



 Shepparton Advertiser, 30 November 1925, p. 4



Title: Vol 4323 Fol 448

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This homestead is a good representative example of a mid-scaled late Victorian homestead. It is representative for the 
region and the period. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Victorian homestead at 200 Ross Road, Arcadia is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its Victorian period architecture. 
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How is it Significant?



The homestead is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



         



Why is it Significant?



200 Ross Road Arcadia is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and 
regional development during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the building contributes to an 
understanding of the extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in 
demonstrating the impact of the consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 
HERCON criterion A



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its representative architecture. Its relatively simple architecture largely relies on the 
Victorian vernacular which was ubiquitous within the region during this period. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 50 Ardmona Road  ARDMONA (Koola Homestead)

Address 50 Ardmona Road  ARDMONA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Originally within the lands of the Bangerang peoples, and subsequently the huge Ardpatrick pastoral run, the Ardmona 
district was selected largely in the early 1870s under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rent paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land'.



The initial agriculture was grain-growing. A limited number of pioneering small-scale vineyards and orchards were 
established in the 1870s, relying on natural precipitation. Unusually reliable in the early 1870s, the real paucity and 
unreliability of the rainfall was revealed by the second half of the decade. Selectors in the Ardmona and Mooroopna areas 
joined others statewide at the forefront of the clamour for water conservation and the damming of rivers for irrigation. 



Irrigation water, at first limited, was made available to the western Goulburn Valley from May 1886 by the local 
waterworks trusts, initially from a pumping station on the Goulburn River south of Murchison while the Goulburn Weir 
was being constructed, then from the Weir in 1891. West of Mooroopna, in 1884 local vine and fruit-growing pioneers 
Michael Kavanagh, Fred Young and Martin Cussen began and encouraged the subdivision of a number of selections near 
their own. These were initially in blocks of 7 to 13 acres, but this was increased in the third of the subdivisions to 
holdings of between 14 and 28 acres;[1] from the outset, a number of the would-be 'intensive culturists', conscious of the 
limited sizes, had purchased two or more of the blocks. These subdivisions created what became known as the 'Ardmona 
Irrigation Colony', named after one of the larger farms which was subdivided. 



The majority of the new orchardists took up their holdings in 1891 and 1892; as time went on, the first tiny acreages were 
slowly amalgamated to provide more viable holdings. The Ardmona Fruitgrowers' Association was formed in 1891, and 
built its Fruitgrowers' Hall in 1893. 



The orchards prospered with the reliable supply of water, the productive soil (Shepparton Fine Sandy Loam), a climate 
eminently suited to fruit-growing, and a prevailing mood of great excitement about the new 'intensive irrigated 
agriculture'. This was encouraged locally by the proselytising zeal of Deakin's irrigation expert, former teacher and local 
newspaper editor John West, who had set up a nursery and model orchard on a block in the first subdivision. West was 
purveying knowledge (most of the would-be orchardists knew nothing about fruit-growing), enthusiasm, and the young 
trees with which the new orchardists planted their blocks. 



By 1914, 30 years after the first plantings, the Ardmona district had 1008 hectares of orchards, and was on the way to 
becoming known as a prime fruit-growing district of the state. In 1921, suffering a post-war glut of fruit which 
overwhelmed the private canneries, with the Shepparton cannery (SPC) accepting fruit only from its own shareholders, 
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and aided by government assistance, the progressive fruit growers of Ardmona established the Ardmona Fruit Products 
Co-Operative Company Ltd, which initially dehydrated and pulped fruit in Mooroopna, but constructed a cannery in 
1925. For most of its existence the Ardmona cannery concentrated on the canning of peaches, pears and apricots, 
including the Pullars Cling Peach which was bred at Ardmona. In 2002 Ardmona Foods merged with the Shepparton 
Preserving Company (SPC), and in 2005 the new entity was taken over by Coca-Cola Amatil.



 Koola 



Koola, the house at 50 Ardmona Road, Ardmona, was built before 1910 by John Charles Turnbull, the younger son of 
Edward Turnbull; the latter, with brother-in-law Henry Pickworth and their families, had immigrated to Australia from 
Northumberland in April 1892. Apparently attracted by the very professional publicity of the Chaffey brothers-the 
famous Red Book- Turnbull and Pickworth visited Mildura, but had been told of the Ardmona colony by William 
Pearson, a friend who immigrated with them. After journeying to Ardmona and carefully assessing the soils there during 
an inspection with Martin Cussen (who was also the local estate and stock agent), Edward Turnbull and Henry Pickworth 
chose adjoining 28 acre [11.3 ha] holdings.[2] 



As with the other families who became the major orchardists in the locality (including the McNabs, Lennes, Simsons and 
Youngs), the Turnbull and Pickworth families, particularly the second generation, progressively purchased further blocks 
to become among the largest and most successful fruitgrowers at Ardmona. After Edward Turnbull's death in 1905 his 
sons John Charles and Herbert set up in partnership as Turnbull Brothers.[3] Each built a substantial residence (Koola 
and Warden) on the expanding family properties: both houses were the scene of many social and charity events.



John Turnbull, along with Henry G Pickworth, was one of the leading Ardmona fruitgrowers who had spearheaded the 
creation of the Ardmona Fruit Products Co-Operative Company Ltd. The first meeting of the company was held at Koola 
on 8 July 1921. Henry G Pickworth was appointed Chairman, and John Turnbull a director, a position he held for twenty-
five years. John Turnbull remained a prominent voice in the fruit industry, and Turnbull Brothers extended their interests 
to Toolamba, Tatura and Cobram. The company is now conducted by Ross Turnbull, grandson of John Turnbull, and 
remains based in Ardmona.



John Turnbull was highly identified with Ardmona. He was one of the instigators, with his brother Herbert, Henry G 
Pickworth and his father Henry, and William Pearson, of the building of the village's Holy Trinity Anglican Church in 
1915; all were members of the board of guardians.[4] 



Turnbull was also a member of the group of influential Ardmona fruitgrowers who in 1918 established a separate school 
in the locality for their children, Ardmona Grammar School,[5] although a State School had existed since 1875. A 1922 
photo shows that the foremost influential fruit-growing families-the Turnbulls, Pickworths, McNabs, Lennes, Simsons 
and Youngs-are represented among the sixteen pupils.[6] His brother Herbert is recorded as the honorary secretary of the 
school in 1925. It seems that this attempt at class differentiation never saw more than eighteen students enrolled at one 
time,[7] and after around ten years of operation it closed through lack of numbers, probably at the end of 1928.[8]



Koola, like Warden, was a hub of social life for a cohesive community. John Turnbull's wife Katie hosted numerous 
social events at Koola each year: fundraisers for charities or causes, welcomes or farewells to the district, celebrations of 
milestones such as twenty-first birthdays for members of local families, and card and musical evenings.



After John Turnbull's death in 1947, an overseer resided at Koola for around three decades, followed by another family 
member, Bruce Turnbull: the property was sold around 1990.



The house is little altered apart from a mud brick addition to the rear constructed in Bruce Turnbull's time.[9] The avenue 
of Kurrajong trees (Brachychiton) is notable.
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[1] Plan of the Ardmona Irrigation Colony, Norman S Bartlett and Co, Licensed Surveyors, Mooroopna and Kyabram, 
August 1892 



 [2] DM McLennan, History of Mooroopna, Ardmona and District , 1984 (facsimile of 1936 edition), Mooroopna, 1984, 
p. 104  



[3] John Turnbull obituary in Shepparton Advertiser, 7 January 1947, p. 4



[4] Ibid.



[5] Sue Walker, Mooroopna to 1988: an Account of Mooroopna and its immediate District, Historical Society of 
Mooroopna Inc, Shepparton, 1989, p. 75



[6] Ibid.



[7] Ross Turnbull volunteered a similar appraisal, personal communication, 20 March 2017; re. numbers, Anne 
McCamish, personal communication, 15 March 2017



[8] Sue Walker, pop. cit.



[9] Ross Turnbull, personal communication, 20 March 2017

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The homestead Koola demonstrates many of the architectural traits associated with both the late Victorian and the early 
Federation era. The overall rectangular form of the building with its hipped roof and verandah is more typical of the late 
Victorian period.



The Federation era introduced complexity into the planning with projecting sections, the introduction of diagonals and a 
greater diversity of decorative features. The Victorian era had a far simpler plan form which was generally the four 
square house (2 rooms on either side of a central passage). The facades reflected this simple symmetry with windows on 
either side of a central entrance. 



Koola has the late Victorian plan form but this has been overlaid with features that hint at the range of changes that were 
introduced during the Federation era. These include the small window adjacent to the entrance, the style of the verandah 
posts and the decorative brackets. The brackets through their design simulate timber fret work instead of the former 
clearly cast metal patterns that were common in the Victorian period. The introduction of the bay windows to the side, 
while symmetrical to the facade, are on a less significant facade, and introduce a more three dimensional aspect to the 
overall planning. 



The original front facade appears to have had an asymetrical presentation. There is a central front door with typical 
joinery - elabaorate timber framing with side lights and high lights. The flanking window has decorative framing and is 
more typical (through its location and size) of the early 20th century and the Federation era. The double French door 
(with its upper glazed panel) is a much later addition. In essence this is a more complex and less controlled architecture 
than earlier Victorian era homesteads.



It is constructed from timber and clad with timber weatherboards. The roof is a large hipped roof clad with corrugated 
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metal. The return verandah is bullnosed with decorative timber verandah posts that have decorative brackets. The brick 
chimneys have a brick cornice. 



      



Note: the brackets are the same as those used on a Crawford family house at 15 Pretty John Road. On the Crawford house 
they were used with a frieze and as such a typical Victorian element. Here, they are used with turned timber posts and 
reflect the changes that occurred during this period where decorative timber details were fashionable and cast metal posts 
and friezes were seen as old fashioned. 



      



The avenue of Kurrajong trees (Brachychiton) is notable, as well as the mature trees such as the palm tree. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The homestead known as Koola at 50 Ardmona Road, Ardmona is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its turn of the century architecture: the hipped roof (clad 
with corrugated metal), the bullnosed verandah with the decorative turned timber posts and brackets and all original doors 
and all window joinery.



      



The avenue of Kurrajong trees (Brachychiton) and mature trees such as the palm tree are of significance. 



      



How is it Significant?



Koola is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significant?



Koola is of historic significance for its association with John Turnbull and his family. The Turnballs were one of a small 
group of farmers who saw the potential of irrigation in the region. 



It is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional development 
during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the building contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. HERCON criterion A



As irrigation practices became more widespread during the late 19th and early 20th century there was an increased 
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prosperity. Koola contributes to a group of late Victorian to early 20th century homesteads that were constructed in the 
irrigation areas. HERCON criterion A



      



Koola is of aesthetic significance as a local example of transitional architecture from Victorian to Federation period 
architecture. The mixture of features from both periods combine to create a pleasing homestead architecture. HERCON 
criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 170 Ardmona Road ARDMONA (Former Ardmona 
Grammar School)

Address 170 Ardmona Road  ARDMONA Significance Level Local

Place Type School - Private

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Originally within the lands of the Bangerang peoples, and subsequently the huge Ardpatrick pastoral run, the Ardmona 
district was selected largely in the early 1870s under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rent paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land'.



      



The initial agriculture was grain-growing. A limited number of pioneering small-scale vineyards and orchards were 
established in the 1870s, relying on natural precipitation. Unusually reliable in the early 1870s, the real paucity and 
unreliability of the rainfall was revealed by the second half of the decade. Selectors in the Ardmona and Mooroopna areas 
joined others statewide at the forefront of the clamour for water conservation and the damming of rivers for irrigation. 



      



Irrigation water, at first limited, was made available to the western Goulburn Valley from May 1886 by the local 
waterworks trusts, initially from a pumping station on the Goulburn River south of Murchison while the Goulburn Weir 
was being constructed, then from the Weir in 1891. West of Mooroopna, in 1884 local vine and fruit-growing pioneers 
Michael Kavanagh, Fred Young and Martin Cussen began and encouraged the subdivision of a number of selections near 
their own. These were initially in blocks of 7 to 13 acres, but this was increased in the third of the subdivisions (the 
selection of George Pagan) to holdings of between 14 and 28 acres;[1] from the outset, a number of the would-be 
'intensive culturists', conscious of the limited sizes, had purchased two or more of the blocks. These subdivisions created 
what became known as the 'Ardmona Irrigation Colony', named after one of the larger farms which was subdivided. 



      



The majority of the new orchardists took up their holdings in 1891 and 1892; as time went on, the first tiny acreages were 
slowly amalgamated to provide more viable holdings. The Ardmona Fruitgrowers' Association was formed in 1891, and 
built its Fruitgrowers' Hall in 1893. 



      



The orchards prospered with the reliable supply of water, the productive soil (Shepparton Fine Sandy Loam), a climate 
eminently suited to fruit-growing, and a prevailing mood of great excitement about the new 'intensive irrigated 
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agriculture'. This was encouraged locally by the proselytising zeal of Deakin's irrigation expert, former teacher and local 
newspaper editor John West, who had set up a nursery and model orchard on a block in the first subdivision. West was 
purveying knowledge (most of the would-be orchardists knew nothing about fruit-growing), enthusiasm, and the young 
trees with which the new orchardists planted their blocks. 



      



Friends Henry Pickworth and Edward Turnbull were among those to take up the small holdings. Turnbull, a widower, 
and Pickworth migrated together, with their families, to Australia in April 1892, along with another who took up land at 
Ardmona, W Pearson. Initially attracted to Mildura by the very professional publicity of the Chaffey brothers, the friends 
finally chose Ardmona, after carefully assessing the soils during an inspection with Martin Cussen (who was also the 
local estate and stock agent); they chose adjoining 28 acre [11.3 ha] holdings.[2] As with the other families who became 
major orchardists in the locality, the Turnbull and Pickworth families, particularly the next generation, progressively 
purchased further blocks to become some of the largest and most successful fruitgrowers at Ardmona. After Edward 
Turnbull's death in 1905, his sons John and Herbert set up the partnership of Turnbull Brothers.[3] Each built a 
substantial residence on the family orchard ('Koola' and 'Warden'); both houses were the scene of many social and 
charity events.



      



By 1914, 30 years after the first plantings, the Ardmona district had 1008 hectares of orchards. In 1921, suffering a post-
war glut of fruit that the private canneries could not cope with, the progressive fruitgrowers of Ardmona spearheaded the 
establishment of their own cooperative company, the Ardmona Fruit Products Co-operative Company Ltd., and in 1925, 
aided by government assistance, opened their eponymously-named fruit cannery in Mooroopna, with John Turnbull, 
Edward's son, and Henry Pickworth junior as two of the first directors. For most of its existence the Ardmona cannery 
concentrated on the canning of peaches, pears and apricots, including the Pullars Cling Peach which was bred at 
Ardmona. In 2002 Ardmona Foods merged with the Shepparton Preserving Company (SPC), and in 2005 the new entity 
was taken over by Coca-Cola Amatil.



      



In 1918 a group of these prominent Ardmona orchardists established a separate school in the locality for their children, 
Ardmona Grammar School.[4] Little information is available about this institution. A local State School had opened, 
known as Mooroopna District State School, in 1875, and had been renamed Ardmona in 1890. It is unclear what led to 
the decision to take children from this public school and establish a small private school, though class may have played a 
part: possibly it was perceived as being able to provide social or educational advantage.



      



Financed by the orchardists, Ardmona Grammar School consisted of one large weatherboard room with an entrance 
porch; it was heated in winter, like most schools of the time, by a large fireplace.[5] Pupils were obviously made aware of 
their social responsibilities, with collections for the Mooroopna Hospital figuring in the few newspaper reports which 
refer to this institution,[6] although such collections were also common in State Schools at the time. 



      



A 1922 photo of teacher and pupils survives. Most of the influential fruit-growing families- the Turnbulls, Pickworths, 
McNabs, Lennes, Simsons and Youngs-are represented among the sixteen pupils, and the teacher is Miss M Young, who 
resigned in October 1926 before her marriage and was replaced by Miss Stevens.[7]
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In 1925 Herbert Turnbull is recorded as the honorary secretary of the school;[8] possibly the school was on Turnbull 
land.



      



It seems the school never had more than eighteen students enrolled at one time,[9] and after around ten years of operation 
it closed through lack of numbers, probably at the end of 1928.[10] The building and contents were advertised for sale at 
the beginning of April 1929,[11] and it was purchased by the local Holy Trinity Anglican Church, as a meeting place and 
social venue.[12] By June the next year the Church was holding a fund-raising social in the former school building, with 
cards, and dancing to a gramophone.[13]



      



The building is now a private residence.



[1] Plan of the Ardmona Irrigation Colony, Norman S Bartlett and Co, Licensed Surveyors, Mooroopna and Kyabram, 
August 1892 



[2] DM McLennan, History of Mooroopna, Ardmona and District, 1984 (facsimile of 1936 edition), Mooroopna, 1984, p. 
104    



[3] John Turnbull obituary in Shepparton Advertiser, 7 January 1947, p. 4



[4] Sue Walker, Mooroopna to 1988: an Account of Mooroopna and its immediate District, Historical Society of 
Mooroopna Inc., Shepparton, 1989, p. 75



[5] Ibid.



[6] Shepparton Advertiser, 16 April 1928, p. 3



[7] Ibid., 4 October 1926, p. 5



[8] Ibid., 3 September 1925, p. 12. 



[9] Anne McCamish, personal communication, 15 March 2017



[10] Sue Walker, op. cit.



[11] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 3 April 1929, p. 2



[12] Sue Walker, op. cit. 



[13] Shepparton Advertiser, 9 June 1930, p. 5

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A simple gabled weatherboard building with verandahs to both east (front) and west faces. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The former Edwardian school building at 170 Ardmona Road Ardmona is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its Edwardian architecture. 



How is it Significant?



The former school building is of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?



The former Ardmona Grammar School is of historic and social significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of 
the prosperity and aspirations of orchardists in the Ardmona District. This district was one of the earliest in the region to 
embrace irrigation technologies, and by 1914 1008 hectares of orchards had been established. Private schools were not 
common and particularly in the less populated rural areas. It appears to have been established in response to the growing 
prosperity of the orchardists and their perceptions that it would provide both social and educational advantages for their 
children. HERCON criteria A & B



It is of aesthetic significance for its representative Edwardian architecture. HERCON criterion E
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 155 Excelsior Avenue  ARDMONA (walk through 
dairy)

Address 155 Excelsior Avenue ARDMONA Significance Level Local

Place Type Dairy

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The huge Ardpatrick pastoral run, based at Mooropna, was established on part of the lands of the Bangerang peoples in 
1841. Subsequently, selectors moved into the Ardmona district in the early 1870s under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection 
before survey' Act which, by counting rent paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 
'putting the small man on the land'.



      



The initial agriculture was grain-growing. A limited number of pioneering small-scale vineyards and orchards were 
established in the 1870s, relying on natural precipitation. Rainfall, unusually reliable in the early 1870s, was revealed by 
the second half of the decade to be limited and variable. Selectors in the Ardmona and Mooroopna areas joined others 
statewide at the forefront of the clamour for water conservation and the damming of rivers for irrigation.



      



Irrigation water, at first limited, was made available to the western Goulburn Valley from May 1886 by the local 
waterworks trusts, initially from a pumping station on the Goulburn River south of Murchison, then from the Weir in 
1891. West of Mooroopna, in 1884 local vine and fruit-growing pioneers Michael Kavanagh, Fred Young and Martin 
Cussen began and encouraged the subdivision of a number of selections near their own. These were initially in blocks of 
7 to 13 acres, but this was increased in the third of the subdivisions to holdings of between 14 and 28 acres.[1] These 
subdivisions created what became known as the 'Ardmona Irrigation Colony', named after one of the larger farms which 
was subdivided.



      



The majority of the new orchardists took up their holdings in 1891 and 1892; as time went on, the first tiny acreages were 
slowly amalgamated to provide more viable holdings. 



      



The orchards prospered with the reliable supply of water, the productive soil (Shepparton Fine Sandy Loam), a climate 
eminently suited to fruit-growing, and a prevailing mood of optimism about the new intensive irrigated agriculture. 
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By 1914, 30 years after the first plantings, the Ardmona district had 1008 hectares of orchards, and was on the way to 
becoming known as one of the prime fruit-growing areas of the state. In 1921, the progressive fruit growers of Ardmona 
established the Ardmona Fruit Products Co-Operative Company Ltd, which initially dehydrated and pulped fruit in 
Mooroopna, but constructed a cannery in 1925. 



      



The locality has remained one of the most important fruit growing areas of the State; dairying, practised in the wider 
Ardmona area since the 1890s, has declined in importance. This dairy is situated to the east of the main orchards, 
opposite the location of the pioneering vineyard of Trojano Darveniza.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The walk through dairy exhibits most of the characteristics associated with this type of structure in this region. It is 
constructed from pressed cement blocks with a corrugated metal roof. The design is predicated on allowing each cow to 
enter a bail individually. After the milking is finished a gate is opened in front of the cow to let it out. This type of design 
is ideal for small operations. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The dairy at 155 Excelsior Avenue, Ardmona is significant.



How is it Significant?



The dairy is of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The dairy is of historic significance as it is representative of a period of agricultural development when small dairies 
provided an important contribution to the farm income. This is in contrast to later developments with the consolidation of 
dairying practices. HERCON criterion A



The dairy is of technical significance for its layout and design. HERCON criterion F



The dairy is of aesthetic significance as it contributes to the rural cultural landscape in this region. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 380 MacIsaac Road ARDMONA (Airlie, former Ducat 
family house)

Address 380 MacIsaac Road  ARDMONA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

Integrity  

 
The integrity of this house has been compromised by the late addition of a kitchen wing. This wing detracts from the 
decorative late Victorian facades through its prominence and design. However, this was a typical response for the period 
and as such is of cultural interest. 


History and Historical Context 

 
'Airlie' is associated with Robert Baxter, a pioneering and successful agriculturalist of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century, and with the Ducat family, a prominent entrepreneurial and innovative family who, from their long 
experience in dairy farming and breeding of high quality Jersey cattle, developed and manufactured a range of cutting-
edge milk products which met with great success locally and beyond over many decades. 



Irish-born Robert Baxter (1843-1920) purchased Allotment 19, Parish of Mooroopna, County of Rodney (300 acres or 
121.5 ha) from Patrick Walsh on 17 September 1877. Like most selectors or those who had taken over selections, he 
needed to mortgage the property through the initial period of occupation, discharging the loan in 1892. 



In 1879 Baxter took over a further 200 acres [81 ha] across the intersection to the south-east; both properties adjoined 
what was to become in the next decade the first irrigation area in Australia, the Ardmona 'irrigation colony'. In total 
Baxter amassed at least 650 acres [263 ha] of this high-quality land, which became more valuable with the coming of 
irrigation from 1885. On this second property, Baxter established an orchard, where, interestingly, he included oranges, 
uncommon in the Ardmona area, following the Mildura example. He won 'Best Orchard under 3 years' in a competition 
sponsored by the local Tatura and Goulburn Valley Agricultural, Horticultural and Pastoral Society in December 1890, an 
initiative in line with official Government competitions encouraging intensive irrigated agriculture at the time. 



Baxter correctly foresaw the district's potential for what became its other mainstay, dairying on irrigated pasture, having 
experienced great success himself in this regard. However he divested himself of his dairy herd in February 1902, 
believing (according to the Nurmurkah Leader) that 'too much personal exertion was required', as well as hired labour 
being unprocurable. Later, an early adopter of milking machines, he resumed dairying, with great success. He also bred 
cattle and horses, but was finally to concentrate on lucerne production. 



The construction of Airlie, unusually for a farm house, began with a tender process, and equally unusually, it appears that 
a friend and neighbour was in control of the process. On 7 June 1896, a tender notice appeared in The Age under the 
name of JR Summerland, of 'Riverside', Ardmona, for 'the erection of a large brick villa residence for Robert Baxter, 
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Esq., Ardmona.' Bricks, sand and water would be provided, and the plans and specifications were available at the 
Metropole Hotel, Melbourne. Tenders closed on 17 June 1896. Summerland was an enterprising and entrepreneurial local 
fruit and grape grower, who a year earlier had established a 'commodious' fruit shop in Swanston Street, Melbourne, as a 
direct outlet for his produce. It seems he was here acting as agent for Baxter in the tender process. 



Hopetoun was the name chosen by Baxter for his new residence on Allotment 19, after the Earl of Hopetoun who, when 
Governor of Victoria, had reputedly paid him a visit when on a trip to Ardmona. It was the best house in the area, and 
along with the irrigated farms and orchards of one or two other progressive local identities, the farm became something of 
a showpiece for the benefits of irrigation, hosting visiting groups such as a party of Riverina farmers in November 1902. 
Dignitaries were entertained and charitable events held at the house, which was described as 'a handsome mansion, 
surrounded by rich lucerne paddocks, with splendid shady trees about the homestead.' 



Baxter's success and reputation were reflected in a news snippet headed 'Mooroopna' in the Numurkah Leader in late 
February 1902: 'Mr and Mrs R Baxter of &quot;Hopetoun&quot;, Ardmona, contemplate taking a 12 months' holiday 
trip to Europe.' Baxter was uniquely well-travelled for the area, having visited the Paris Exhibition of 1900 and the 
Chicago 'World Fair' (the Columbian Exposition) of 1893. 



Baxter died at his residence at St Kilda in 1920, one of the pioneers of the Ardmona district and a respected figure in the 
local area and the wider Goulburn Valley. His obituary described him as a very successful farmer and 'a man of great 
vitality.possessed of a genial nature.' He is buried in the Moroopna cemetery.



In March 1911, Baxter had sold the 300 acres of Allotment 19 and a 20-acre [8 ha] section of Allotment 79 to Eli North 
for £20.10.0 an acre, and moved to Melbourne, though he made periodical visits to Shepparton and district.



In 1924 Percy Ducat (1871-1944) and his sons Hugh, Sidney and Donald took over the 259 acres [105 ha] of North's 
property, parts of Allotments 19 and 79; a central 35-acre [14 ha] section of Allotment 19 had been sold by North to local 
pioneer orchardist Anton Lenne in 1919. The Ducats' occupation was probably on a lease, as it was not until 1943 that 
the family purchased the property. They renamed it Airlie.



From 1916 Percy Ducat and sons had supplied milk, in billies, initially by bicycle, to Shepparton residents from their 
Grahamvale property. The following years had seen the Ducat family deliver milk twice daily from properties leased in 
Orrvale and Wanganui Estate to accommodate their increasing customer base. 



At Ardmona the family continued to produce and supply milk to the local area and to Shepparton. They developed the 
Airlie stud, which had great success with its Jersey cattle, winning numerous prizes at the Royal Melbourne and local 
shows. 'Buttercup III' was Champion Jersey Cow at the Royal Melbourne Show in 1932 and 1935. The property now 
became regarded as a model dairy farm and a showpiece again for the district. The layout of the farm and its subdivision 
into twenty paddocks was notable for the period. They were also quick to recognise the value of milking machines, and 
were using them by 1936.



As the milk needs of Shepparton increased, Ducats supplemented their supply from neighbouring properties in Ardmona. 
In 1926 Ducats set up their first Milk Bar in Maude Street, Shepparton, relocating to High Street in the 1930s, next door 
to the open air dance hall. Here they leased two shops, one becoming a grocery, the second a milk bar, and establishing a 
milk depot behind their store. 



The Ducat family continually developed innovatory products, many vaunting the health benefits of milk and fruit. Milk 
cocktails were their introduction of 1938, as the Shepparton Advertiser noted:



 '...delightful milk cocktails packed in hygienic cartons for house parties, picnics, etc. Made from pure Jersey milk and 
fruit juices, they embody all the healthful and nutritious qualities of fruit and milk, but this in no way impairs their 
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delicious taste.  



 The milk comes from the Airlie stud at Ardmona, where every cow of the pure jersey herd has been tested and certified 
free from tuberculosis, and approved by the Department of Agriculture. The milk is all machined. When it is scientifically 
combined with fruit juices, the result is a new and delightful beverage. It is interesting to note that there is only one other 
firm making these cocktails in Victoria.' 



Flavoured milk was developed in the 1940s, sold in half-pint waxed cardboard cartons: a revolutionary product, it was 
phased out in a few years. Milk ice blocks, including fruit-flavoured varieties, were another new product.



Changes followed: faster mechanical processing, and an extension of the company's range beyond milk and cream. 
Ducat's flavoured milk in updated cartons went on the market in 1969 with great success (the Milk Board later 
acknowledged its debt to Ducats for providing marketing information to start the Board's very successful 'Big M' 
campaign in 1978). Fruit juices followed, and the company also diversified into cordials, cakes and sweets. In the 1980s, 
Mr D's cola drink (actually derived from fruit juice) and Milky Freeze (1985) both achieved nation-wide success. The 
former has reached cult status, and is now (since 2012) available online. Ducat's products became a local icon, and for 
many decades had a huge brand loyalty in the Shepparton area. 



After four generations in the business, Ducat's sold out to Melbourne foodstuffs company Edlyn in 2006. The Ducat 
family had sold Airlie in 1953.



 References: 
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 Euroa Advertiser, 31 March 1911, p. 3

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Airlie is a large and distinctive homestead. It was built with four bedrooms; a kitchen was added later. The house is 
constructed from face brickwork and it has a typical hipped roof clad with corrugated metal. The chimneys contribute to 
the architecture of this building. The decorative verandah returns to one side with the other side being the location for the 
mid 20th century kitchen. The verandah has cast metal posts with a highly decorative cast metal frieze and brackets. The 
facade is symmetrical with a central door flanked on either side by timber double-hung sash windows. 



This homestead demonstrates most of the architectural features associate with a house of this scale and of the late 
Victorian period. 


Physical Condition 

 
The condition is good. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



Airlie, the Ducat family farmstead at 380 MacIsaac Road, Ardmona. 



The late Victorian architecture and the extant architectural features all contribute to the significance of the place. The 
setting provided by the surrounding grounds also contributes to its significance. 



 How it is Significant? 



Airlie is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.  



 Why is it Significant? 



Airlie is of historic significance for its association with the Ducat family. The Ducat family have had a long and 
prominent connection with dairying and the manufacture of milk products.



Ducat flavoured milk contributed to the development of Big M - a highly successful dairy product. HERCON criterion 
A



Airlie is of aesthetic significance as a good representative example of a large Victorian homestead. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 6455 Midland Highway ARDMONA (Dundas Simson 
Coolstore)

Address 6455 Midland HIghway  ARDMONA Significance Level Local

Place Type Cannery

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Postwar Period (1945-1965)

History and Historical Context 

 
This large Cool Store and packing/grading shed was built by third generation Ardmona fruit-grower John Dundas 'Jack' 
Simson in 1959 or soon after. 



      



Originally within the lands of the Bangerang peoples, and subsequently the huge Ardpatrick pastoral run, the Ardmona 
district was selected largely in the early 1870s under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rent paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land'.



      



The initial agriculture was grain-growing. When the unusually wet years of the early 1870s gave way to a more typical 
pattern of drought and rainfall unreliability, selectors in the Ardmona and Mooroopna areas joined others statewide at the 
forefront of the clamour for water conservation and the damming of rivers for irrigation. 



      



Irrigation water, at first limited, was made available to the western Goulburn Valley from May 1886 by the local 
waterworks trusts, initially from a pumping station on the Goulburn River south of Murchison while the Goulburn Weir 
was being constructed, then from the Weir in 1891. West of Mooroopna, in 1884 local vine and fruit-growing pioneers 
Michael Kavanagh, Fred Young and Martin Cussen had begun and encouraged the subdivision of a number of selections 
near their own. These were initially in blocks of 7 to 13 acres, but this was increased in the third of the subdivisions to 
holdings of between 14 and 28 acres.[1] These subdivisions created what became known as the 'Ardmona Irrigation 
Colony', named after one of the larger farms which was subdivided. 



      



The majority of the new orchardists took up their holdings in 1891 and 1892, which was when the Simson family arrived. 
The Ardmona Fruitgrowers' Association had formed in 1891, and built its Fruitgrowers' Hall in 1893. Blocks were 
slowly amalgamated to provide more viable holdings.
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The orchards prospered with the reliable supply of water, the productive soil (Shepparton Fine Sandy Loam), a climate 
eminently suited to fruit-growing, and a prevailing mood of great excitement about the new 'intensive irrigated 
agriculture'. 



      



By 1914, 30 years after the first plantings, the Ardmona district had 1008 hectares of orchards, and was on the way to 
becoming known as one of the prime fruit-growing districts of the state. In 1921, suffering a post-war glut of fruit which 
overwhelmed the private canneries, with the Shepparton cannery (SPC) accepting fruit only from its own shareholders, 
and aided by government assistance, the progressive fruit growers of Ardmona established the Ardmona Fruit Products 
Co-Operative Company Ltd, which initially dehydrated and pulped fruit in Mooroopna, but constructed a cannery in 
1925. For most of its existence the Ardmona cannery concentrated on the canning of peaches, pears and apricots, 
including the Pullars Cling Peach which was bred at Ardmona.



John Dundas Simson was one of the dynastic group of prominent Ardmona orchardists whose progenitors had set up the 
cannery, his father having been a founding director. His grandfather Dundas Simson had established the family orchard at 
Ardmona in 1892. Energetic, well-resourced and successful from the start, by 1897 the family was lauded for its orchard 
and vineyard,[2] and its success continued. In his early twenties John 'Jack' Simson took on the business during the years 
of World War 2 due to his father's ill-health.[3] 



      



In 1947 Jack Simson was elected to the Board of Directors of Ardmona Fruit Products, becoming Chairman in 1955. This 
was, according to historian of the company Ron Holland, 'the start of a continued and far-sighted expansion program 
under his leadership,' with sound management and continued profits enabling expansion of the plant.[4] Simson held the 
position of Chairman of the company for twenty-six years, in 1972 convincing the Federal Government to address 
discounting of prices in the export market.[5] For his contribution to the fruit-growing industry, he was awarded the OBE 
(Order of the British Empire) in December 1978.[6]



      



The Simson family acquired the land on which the coolstore is situated, which was not part of their original orchard and 
vineyard, on 31 August 1894; the 58 acres [23.5 ha] constituted Part of Allotment 48, Parish of Mooroopna, County of 
Rodney.[7] 



      



The new Cool Store, constructed over fifty years later, comprised a cool store section along the southern half, a packing 
line in the north-east mainly for fruit for fresh use or export, and a grading line in the north-west section for canning 
varieties of pears to be taken to the Ardmona cannery.[8]



Built on a large scale, the Cool Store was constructed by Tatura builder WJ Montgomery; it is of double brick, a material 
superseded for cool stores a decade or so later by the use of a metal skin lined with 5 inch or 6 inch [127mm or 152 mm] 
of polystyrene, a cheaper construction.[9] The canning line was provided by ED Parsons of Mooroopna.[10] 



      



Another large Ardmona grower, Oswald Young, had built a similar cool store just preceding that of Dundas Simson.[11] 
Simson himself had made an extensive tour of packing sheds in Europe and the USA in 1959, visiting thirty-two sheds in 
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twenty-eight days, and had seen bulk handling of fruit and vegetables in California, the principles of which were built 
into this building.[12]



      



The building is still used as a Cool Store.



      



[1] Plan of the Ardmona Irrigation Colony, Norman S Bartlett and Co, Licensed Surveyors, Mooroopna and Kyabram, 
August 1892 



[2] Weekly Times, 19 June 1897 p. 32 



[3] Typed notes on John Dundas Simson, Mooroopna Historical Society



[4] Ron Holland, 'A History of Ardmona Fruit Products Co-operative Company Limited 1921-2001', manuscript 
(courtesy Ron Holland), Mooroopna, p. 16,



[5] Historical Society of Mooroopna, op. cit.



[6] Ibid.



[7] Title: Vol 2547 Fol 217



[8] John 'Jack' Pickworth, personal communication, 6 September 2016.



[9] Ibid.



[10] Ibid.



[11] Ibid.



[12] Historical Society of Mooroopna Inc, Mooroopna Memories, Shepparton, 1988, p. 16

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Dundas Simson Coolstore is a large rectangular face brick building. Its architecture is utilitarian and its design is 
informed by its function. That is, it is a large well insulated brick box with limited openings in order to retain maximum 
coolness with a minimum of energy. The signage is of note as it provides a contrast to the face brickwork. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



6455 Midland Highway, Ardmona, the Dundas Simson Coolstore, is significant. 
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This includes any architectural features associated with its significance, such as the face brickwork, the upper band of 
signage and its construction method.



How is it Significant?



The Dundas Simson Coolstore is of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of 
Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The Dundas Simson Coolstore is of historic significance for its association with the earliest irrigation development 
scheme in Victoria - the Ardmona Irrigation Colony. 



It is of historic significance for its association with Simson family (one of the prominent Ardmona fruit growing 
dynasties). HERCON criterion A



Dundas Simson Coolstore is of technical significance for its design and construction which largely relied on cavity and 
solid masonry construction. HERCON criterion F



Dundas Simson Coolstore is of aesthetic significance for its utilitarian architecture which is relieved by the upper band of 
signage. The surviving signage contributes to its significance. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 420 Boxwood Road BOXWOOD (Boxwood Nature 
Conservation Reserve - Lime Kilns)

Address 420 Boxwood Road  BOXWOOD Significance Level Local

Place Type Kiln Lime

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
A lime works was established in approximately 1870 at Boxwood (formerly known as the Lime Kilns), where lime was 
extracted from a ravine cut into the rock and was burnt or crushed on site for use as a fertilizer, and for plaster products. 
Processed lime was taken to Dookie to be loaded on rail trucks and sent to Melbourne to make plaster sheets. The Lime 
Kilns are thought to have ceased operations in approximately 1930. 



The lime kilns at Boxwood were integral to the establishment of the small township, which was set-up at the location to 
support the workers; it included the establishment of a school, Lime Kilns School.

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Within the reserve there are visible remains of the Lime Kilns, including a large ravine, remnants of the kilns and some 
chimney blocks.



I2 Boxwood - 52 ha, comprising the Lime and Wood Reserve, Allotments 169 and 169D,

Parish of Dookie.

A large block on hilly terrain composed of Cambrian sedimentary rocks and supporting an open woodland of grey and 
red box, the reserve contains relics of a limestone mine that was worked in the 1930s. The workings occur on a spur in 
the southern part of the block and consist of a number of long narrow open cuts along a 4 m-wide calcite vein. An 
exploration shaft and edit are also present. Mining relics at the site consist of foundations for the crushing plant and 
remnants of a kiln used to calcine the crushed lime. The reserve is commonly visited by school groups for historical and 
geological education purposes. 



Source DEWLP HERMES record 82407 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The lime kilns and all archaeological evidence associated with this early industry. 
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How is it Significant?



The lime kilns are of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The lime kilns are of historic significance as they provide tangible physical evidence of an early extractive industry. Lime 
was critical to the construction industry - both locally and state-wide. Lime was used for mortars, rendering, plastering 
and other similar construction trades. The lime was used locally and also exported to Melbourne. As such it is an early 
example of an extraction industry for this area. The establishment of the kilns supported the establishment of a settlement 
at Boxwood and this included the 'Lime Kilns School.' This industry is a rare industry for the region. HERCON criteria 
A & B



The lime kilns are of aesthetic significance as through the alteration of the natural landscape the mines and the kilns have 
created a distinctive landscape element within the reserve. HERCON criterion D



The lime kilns are of technical significance as they provide evidence of this early extractive industry. This includes the 
mining methods and the actual methods of lime burning as elements of the kilns are still extant. HERCON criterion F
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 4950 Barmah-Shepparton Road BUNBARTHA (Athol)

Address 4950 Barmah-Shepparton Road  BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Bunbartha was part of the lands of the Bangerang peoples. 



Edward Khull, first squatter in the area, took up his enormous Tallygaroopna run of 160,000 acres [64,750 ha] in 1841: a 
slab hut on his head station is still extant on the property now known as Fairley Downs. Khull is said to have abandoned 
his run (the facts are disputed), whence it was occupied by Sherbourne Sheppard, after whom Shepparton is named, in 
May 1843. In March 1848 Sheppard separated off 43,180 acres [17,474 ha] in the north-east, which became the Katandra 
run. Hugh Glass obtained Tallygaroopna in October 1852, followed by Sheppard again with two partners in 1855. After a 
series of leaseholders, William Fraser obtained the run in February 1866, and was the last squatter on Tallygroopna 
Station, and on the neighbouring Mundoona run to the north-west; like many final pastoral tenants he had been able to 
amass a sizeable quantity of land. 



      



Selectors moved in on Fraser's pastoral run under the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land'.



Joseph McDonald obtained freehold of the land on which Athol is located, Allotment 4, Section A, Parish of 
Tallygaroopna, county of Moira (58 acres [23.5 ha]), on 5 May 1881, along with the similarly-sized neighbouring 
Allotment 3.[1] By 1900 these had passed to Thomas Hunter Orr, along with other larger allotments comprising the land 
bounded by the Shepparton-Barmah Road, Medland Road, the Goulburn River reserve and Maneroo Road, a holding of 
around 1100 acres [445 ha] in total.



      



On 2 February 1926 Minnie and Ramsay Mailer purchased Allotment 4A , the northern section of Allotment 4,[2] the 
location of Athol. With that purchase, and others earlier (the immediate past purchases being Allotments 1, 3, 3A and 4B, 
in October 1925),[3] the couple now owned most of Thomas Orr's former holding. 



      



Ramsay Mailer was a well-known Collins Street medical practitioner with progressive views who specialised in 'nervous 
diseases', treating patients in one of the few Government-recognised private clinics of the period; he had been a medical 
officer for the State Mental Hygiene Department. He was also a talented cricketer and cricket enthusiast, a member of the 
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prestigious Committee of the Melbourne Cricket Club from 1906, later to become President, and a member of the 
Australian Cricket Board of Control. Ramsay and Minnie Mailer were also interested in the welfare of deprived inner city 
children (Ramsay was one of the founders of the Opportunity Clubs for such children) and in slum abolition. Ramsay 
Mailer was also a leading breeder of Suffolk, Ryeland and Southdown sheep and Jersey cattle, and set up Maneroo, his 
stud farm (originally situated at Seymour), on the southern section of this holding.[4]



      



It seems that the Mailers had leased or rented some of this property from Orr before the purchases. Reference was made 
at a meeting of the Shepparton Shire Council on 24 September 1923 to 'Mailer Bros' operating the property based on 
Allotment 4:[5] Mailer Bros was the partnership of Ramsay Mailer's brothers David and Melrose Mailer, the latter a 
medical doctor practising in Coburg. This was two and half years before Orr sold Allotment 4 to their brother Ramsay 
and his wife. Further, Ramsay Mailer had established Maneroo by at least 1921, again before the purchase.



      



Athol had been built by mid 1925, as indicated by a reward notice of 20 May 1925 inserted in a local newspaper by 
'David Mailer, "Athol", Bunbartha',[6] again before the land had been sold to Ramsay Mailer. The house was probably 
built by Ramsay Mailer for his brother and family to occupy. David Mailer operated Athol, producing sheep for wool and 
meat. Like his brother, he was a talented cricketer, having played for Victoria.[7] Melrose Mailer, always the absent 
partner in the enterprise, died in 1926, and the partnership was dissolved.[8] 



      



David Mailer died on 21 December 1937, and a large clearing sale, with the property also up for auction, was held on 23 
February 1938.[9] Athol was variously described in the sale advertisements as 'a Very Attractive little Property [with] a 
small comfortable home, partly brick and partly W. B., with all necessary outbuildings, stable, sheep yards, etc'[10] and 
as 'a highly productive and charming property [with] a comfortable home.'[11] The property failed to sell, and the Mailer 
family retained Athol until after the death of Ramsay Mailer.[12] Melrose Mailer's widow announced a clearing sale for 
late August 1943, the advertisement for which noted the house had been sold.[13]



      



Athol and Maneroo, now separate properties, were purchased by Norman Harold Atkinson and Helen Annette Atkinson 
in December 1943.[14] Seven years years later the Atkinsons, leaving the district, advertised both Athol and Maneroo for 
sale.[15] 



      



The advertisement of May 1950 demonstrates the relative status of the two dwellings: 



"Maneroo". Homestead: Magnificent brick homestead of 10 rooms, 3 bedrooms, lounge, study, dlnlngroom, kitchen, 
laundry, office, 2 bathrooms, pantry, cellar, hot-water service and internal sewerage, extensive gardens, watered by 
spray system. Garage, brick, shearing shed, galvanised Iron, sheep dip, sheep yards, ample shedding.



"Athol". Homestead: Brick and concrete brick. 5 rooms, in excellent order. Three bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, concrete 
verandah, wash house, bathroom.[16]
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Concrete bricks had been briefly popular in the area in the early 1930s, doubtless as an affordable building material in 
Depression times; the house at 145 Maneroo Road built some time after 1930 by Asline Mason is one example. It is 
probable that the section of Athol built of concrete bricks, which seems to have replaced the weatherboard section 
described in the 1938 sale advertisement, dates from around that time.



      



[1] Plan: Parish of Tallygaroopna, County of Moira



[2] Ibid.



[3] Title: Vol 5049 Fol 629



[4] Obituary, Argus, 29 December 1943, p. 3



[5] Shepparton Advertiser, 27 September 1923, p. 6



[6] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 20 May 1925, p. 2



[7] http://www.espncricinfo.com/australia/content/player/6731.html accessed on 17 April 2017 



[8] Argus, 25 February 1928, p. 13



[9] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 2 March 1938, p. 7



[10] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 2 February 1938, p. 2



[11] Shepparton Advertiser, 11 February 1938, p. 15



[12] Ibid.



[13] Shepparton Advertiser, 20 August 1943, p. 7



[14] Title: Vol 5049 Fol 629, for Allotments 1, Part 2, 3 and part 4.



[15] Weekly Times, 17 May 1950, p. 11



[16] Age, 6 May 1950, p. 22

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Athol is a representative example of an early 20th century domestic farm building. It is constructed from face red brick 
(now painted) and concrete bricks, with a metal roof. The design is asymmetric with a projecting gable front, and the 
main body of the house recessed under a hipped roof with a broken back verandah. The gable has a paired timber-framed 
sash window with the verandah continuing in a straight line over the gable. The broken back verandah returns to one side. 
The verandah posts are timber. The roof is clad with a metal profile roof and has three brick chimneys: one has traditional 
brick cornicing, the chimney to the rear is more expressive of the Interwar period, and the central chimney has few 
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distinguishing features. The garden contributes to its setting.



The architecture is typical for the period and the region. It is a relatively simple example of what was contemporaneous to 
its construction period and region. The architectural style is defined through its asymmetry, design of the openings, and 
chimney and the return verandah. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The brick homestead at 4950 Barmah-Shepparton Road, Bunbartha is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its early 20th century architecture - the asymmetrical design, 
the face brickwork, the timber framed windows and the return verandah. 



      



The painted face brickwork finish does not contribute to its significance. 



      



How is it Significant?



The homestead is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



The homestead is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional 
development during the early 20th century. The scale and design of the building contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. 



It is of historic significance for its association with Mailer family (1926 - 1943) as it is during their tenure that the house 
was constructed. HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance for its representative architecture. Its relatively simple architectural expression largely relies 
on an asymmetry of expression and the use of typical elements such as timber framed sash windows. It demonstrates 
what was typical for the period and region. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 70 Lord Road BUNBARTHA  (Boongala Homestead)

Address 70 Lord Road  BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Bunbartha was part of the lands of the Bangerang peoples. Edward Khull, first squatter in the area, took up his enormous 
Tallygaroopna run of 160,000 acres [64,750 ha] in 1841: a slab hut on his head station is still extant on the property now 
known as Fairley Downs. Khull is said to have abandoned his run (the facts are disputed), whence it was occupied by 
Sherbourne Sheppard, after whom Shepparton is named, in May 1843. In March 1848 Sheppard separated off 43,180 
acres [17,474 ha] in the north-east, which became the Katandra run. Hugh Glass obtained Tallygaroopna in October 
1852, followed by Sheppard again with two partners in 1855. After a series of leaseholders, William Fraser obtained the 
run in February 1866, and was the last squatter on Tallygroopna Station, and on the neighbouring Mundoona run to the 
north-west; like many final pastoral tenants he had been able to amass a sizeable quantity of land.



      



Selectors moved in on Fraser's pastoral run under the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land.'



John Mulhall (1836-1900) selected Allotments 10, 12 and 16, Section A, Parish of Tallygaroopna, County of Moira, in 
the early 1870s, and later acquired Lots 13 to 15.[1] All were on Lord Road. A portion of Allotment 10 was acquired by 
the Shire of Shepparton for a road, originally Mulhall's Lane,[2] now Bird Lane, to link these and other properties with 
the Goulburn River. The area was part of the new grain belt, as the agricultural frontier had moved north with the 1869 
Land Act and the exhaustion and unsuitability of the soils of the earlier grain-growing areas closer to Melbourne.



      



Kilkenny-born, Mulhall had arrived in Australia in 1864, and had worked as a carrier in NSW.[3] He married Catherine 
Tyndall, the daughter of Undera selectors, in 1884. A successful farmer, he amassed around 900 acres [364 ha] at 
Bunbartha.[4] The Bunbartha correspondent of the Weekly Times praised his wheat crop in November 1898 as 'especially 
good'.[5]



      



John Mulhall died in November 1900, leaving an estate of £4325;[6] he was described in his obituary in the Shepparton 
News as 'well-known throughout the district as a thoroughly upright and straightforward man.'[7] He left six children 
under fifteen, and his widow Catherine (fondly referred to as Kate in her husband's will) and the family carried on the 
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farm, deriving its income from the sale of wheat, cattle, and milk, employing members of neighbouring families when 
required.[8] From newspaper reports, it is clear that Catherine took the place of her husband in local affairs: in 1914 she 
was one of two women in a long list of locals supporting a candidate for Council elections, and in August that year was 
the only woman attending a meeting campaigning for a telephone line to Bunbartha.[9]



      



Probate documents following John Mulhall's death in 1900 give a snapshot of a prosperous mixed farm, and hint at the 
development of the family's dwelling.[10] House and farm buildings were described in the documents as '4 roomed 
weatherboard house, iron roof, detached weatherboard kitchen, storeroom and bedroom, iron roof, detached weatherboard 
dining room and servants' room iron roof, weatherboard dairy paling roof, weatherboard barn and shed, iron roof, 
weatherboard tool house iron roof, weatherboard milk stand, iron roof, straw shed and stable, pig sty straw roof. Fencing 
of posts rail and wire and posts and wires 1 dam..[sic].' It seems likely that all or most of the weatherboard sections of the 
house described at probate were drawn together into the current building between 1900 and 1918, by Catherine, who 
retired to Essendon in 1918.[11] From 1914 the property was referred to as Mayfield in the local press,[12] possibly 
reflecting pride in a new or remodelled house and the name bestowed on it.



      



It is thus probable that the house now known as Boongala was built by the widow Catherine Mulhall between 1900 and 
1918, possibly around 1914. From 1 March 1918, sons William and John leased the farm from their mother, continuing 
the mixed farming, and William purchased it in 1922.[13] Catherine died in the Mooroopna Hospital in May 1939.[14] In 
late August 1924 William sold to James Campbell.[15] On 21 July 1925 the property was purchased by William J 
Cobbledick, an Undera farmer; the sale was notable for the fact that just after the property changed hands, each man lost 
a header, binder and other agricultural machinery in a fire in the property's implement shed, damage amounting to £1200, 
all items uninsured.[16]



      



The Cobbledick family was well-known, WJ 'Billy' Cobbledick being described by Stewart Morvell, historian of 
Bunbartha, as 'one of the great personalities of the Goulburn Valley'.[17] He was a respected breeder of high quality 
Clydesdale horses, still the main motive power on most farms until 1950 and of renewed importance during the 1930s 
Depression, when Cobbledick was particularly active as a seller and breeder. The Cobbledicks continued the property, 
now called Maylea,[18] as a mixed farm, specialising in Southdown sheep and Shorthorn cattle.[19] Billy Cobbledick 
was active on the Bunbartha school committee and in St John's Church of England, North Tallygaroopna.[20] He was 
made a Life member of both the Royal Melbourne and Shepparton Agricultural Societies for his service to those 
organizations.[21]



      



The family was central to the social and community life of the district, and the house was the venue for many local 
events, as the district lacked a hall: dinners for the triumphant local cricket team, in which the family was prominent, 
kitchen teas for local young women, a Boxing Day party for the family of local young men away at war (as were two 
Cobbledick sons).[22]



      



The Cobbledick family sold the property to Charles William Ward on 6 March 1947, accompanied by an 'immense,' well-
 publicised clearing sale.[23] The name Boongala was instituted by the Ward family.[24] The property passed to Michael 
Fox in April 1965, with Nicholas, Eileen and Bernard Curran as tenants,[25] succeeded by a number of further owners.
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[1] Titles: Vol 1638 Fol 327481, Vol 1915 Fol 382960, Vol 2661 Fol 532149, Vol 2894 Fol 578834; Map: Parish of 
Tallygaroopna; Shepparton Family History Group, Early Families of Shepparton and District: Book Two, Shepparton, 
2000, p. 114



      



[2] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 26 November 1924, p. 2 [3] Shepparton Family History Group, op. 
cit.



[4] Shepparton Family History Group, op. cit.



[5] Weekly Times, 12 November 1898, p. 36



[6] Argus, 27 December 1900, p. 3



      



[7] Shepparton News, 30 November 1900



      



[8] Shepparton Family History Group, op. cit.



[9] Shepparton News, 20 Jul 1914, p. 2; Shepparton News, 3 August 1914 p. 3 [10] Probate papers for John Mulhall, 
accessed on 19 November 2016 at



http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/veodownload?objectId=090fe2738080aba3&format=pdf&docTitle=00028P
 00020005680530pdf&encodingId=Revision-2-Document-1-Encoding-1-DocumentData



      



[11] Advocate, 1 June 1939, p.26



      



[12] Leader, 10 October 1914, p. 52; Shepparton News, 9 November 1916, p. 1 [13] Shepparton Family History Group, 
op.cit.



[14] Advocate, 1 June 1939, p.26



      



[15] Title: Vol 4894 Fol 978671



      



[16] Shepparton Advertiser, 9 November 1925, p. 4
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[17] Stewart Morvell, The Story of Bunbartha 1841-1981,Shepparton, 1984 (1981), p. 51



      



[18] Shepparton Advertiser, 6 January 1941, p. 6



      



[19] Stewart Morvell, The Story of Bunbartha 1841-1981, op. cit. [20] Ibid.



[21] Stewart Morvell, The Story of Bunbartha 1841-1981, op. cit.



      



[22] Shepparton Advertiser, 14 July 1927, p. 10; Shepparton Advertiser, 14 February 1938, p. 4; Shepparton Advertiser, 
January 1941, p. 6



      



[23] Numurkah Leader, 24 February 1947, p. 4



      



[24] Betty Thornton, personal communication, 18 November 2016.



      



[25] Title: Vol 6974 Fol 1394706

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Boongala is an early 20th century homestead and demonstrates many of the architectural features associated with this 
period. It is a weatherboard-clad building, with a corrugated galvanised metal roof (short sheets), with galvanised metal 
decorative ridge capping with metal finials. The return verandah is a broken backed verandah with turned timber posts 
with timber brackets and flat arched fascias. The verandah has a breakfront to mark the entrance and the pediment is 
distinguished by a timber fascia with broad timber strapping. The chimneys are brick with stucco bands and flat topped 
cornice with terracotta chimney pots. The facade is distinguished by rectangular bay windows (with timber frames) on 
either side of the entrance door. 



      



The garden setting contributes to the aesthetic values of this homestead. 

The house has been well maintained. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



Boongala homestead, at 70 Lord Road, Bunbartha is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its early 20th century construction.



 How is it Significant? 



Boongala is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it Significant? 



Boongala is of historic significance for its association with the development of rural enterprises in the Bunbartha district. 
It is associated with the successful 19th century farmer John Muhall and the well known 20th century farmer W J 
Cobbledick.



It is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional development 
during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the building contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



Boongala is of aesthetic significance for its representative early 20th century architecture. It is a fine example from the 
period. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 145 Maneroo Road BUNBARTHA

Address 145 Maneroo Road  BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Edward Khull, first squatter in the area, took up his enormous Tallygaroopna run of 160,000 acres [64,750 ha] in 1841, 
the area having been part of the lands of the Bangerang peoples. A slab hut on Khull's head station is still extant on the 
property now known as Fairley Downs. Khull is said to have abandoned his run (the facts are disputed), whence it was 
occupied by Sherbourne Sheppard, after whom Shepparton is named, in May 1843. In March 1848 Sheppard separated 
off 43,180 acres [17,474 ha] in the north-east, which became the Katandra run. Hugh Glass obtained Tallygaroopna in 
October 1852, followed by Sheppard again with two partners in 1855. After a series of leaseholders, William Fraser 
obtained the run in February 1866, and was the last squatter on Tallygroopna Station, and on the neighbouring Mundoona 
run to the north-west; like many final pastoral tenants he had been able to amass a sizeable quantity of land.



      



Selectors moved in on Fraser's pastoral run under the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land.'



Asline Claude Mason, son of Shepparton pioneer and early fruit grower Asline Collett Mason (who with his brother 
Arthur Mason had established a pioneering partly-irrigated orchard north of Shepparton township in 1888), received the 
Crown Grant for the 135 acres [55.5 ha] property adjoining the north of the Tallygaroopna Pre-Emptive Right in around 
1930. Previously this had been a Water Reserve under the 110th Section. 



      



Some time after taking over the property, Mason, a farmer, built or had built a four-room cottage of concrete blocks. The 
blocks have a high sand content, the latter easily available as the site is located on a sandhill, a levee of the adjoining 
Goulburn River. Measuring 18 inches [457 mm] in length by 9 inches [229 mm] in height, with a vertical V-joint in the 
centre of the face, the blocks are chamfered on all edges. The surfaces are flat (similar blocks could be rock-faced), 
although with slight imperfections. 



      



The blocks were made on site, probably using a hand-operated block-making machine, although blocks could also be 
produced in simple wooden or metal moulds. The machines were the Australian versions of the concrete block-making 
machines which had originated primarily in the USA, though also in the UK, creating hollow or solid blocks which 
farmers and other novices, along with builders, could easily produce. The Midget Giant Block Making Machine was 

145 Maneroo Road BUNBARTHA
Hermes No 200464 Place Citation Report

12:24 PM22-Jun-2017

82



marketed from 1906 by the Durable Cement Block Machine Co of Flinders Street, Melbourne, and the almost identical 
Emu block-making machine from 1909 by E H Jones and T W B Halliday, of the Emu Engineering Works. From soon 
after their inception in Australia around 1905, the machines were particularly directed towards farmers, the Midget Giant 
heavily advertised in the Age from September 1907, in the Weekly Times-with an illustration of the machine-from July 
1908, and in some country newspapers, including those in Bendigo. It was also shown at the Melbourne Show. It was 
billed as 'the new Building Machine,' allowing users to produce 'their own Cement or Lime Bricks for Houses, Silos, 
Dairies, Cow Shed Floors, from sand, gravel &C, without skilled labour.'[1]



      



Australia's architectural historian of the vernacular, Miles Lewis, has further detailed later machines, and several houses 
of blocks were built in the locality at this time, according to long time resident Betty Thornton,[2] probably due to the 
prevailing economic conditions. 



      



Mason's house consisted of a living room, two bedrooms and a kitchen; laundry and bathroom were probably in a 
detached building, the discovery of buried brick piers at a little distance from the house supporting this.[3] Floors are of 
Murray Pine (Callitris glauca), and ceilings are 10ft 6 ins [3200 mm] in height, currently plastered. The interior walls are 
of the same blocks as the exterior. Even in this simple dwelling the original interior room finishes reflected a hierarchy of 
status: the hall and living room had been cement-rendered, then hard-plastered, and finally finished with a small-scale 
textured pattern, the bedrooms cemented and hard-plastered, but with no textured finish, and the kitchen was merely 
cement-washed. The exterior walls were originally cement-washed and painted.[4]



      



Asline Collett died of a heart attack in the kitchen of his house on 25 or 26 November 1940.[5] The property passed to his 
brother Clive, then after the latter's death in September 1945 following a long illness, to their sister Dorothy.[6] Married 
to opera singer and recitalist Harold Williams, whose stage and recording career was largely based in London and Europe 
(although he returned to teach at Sydney Conservatorium and in later years became 'Orpheus' of the ABC Argonauts 
Club), Dorothy never lived at 145 Maneroo Road.



The property was next held by the Doyle family, from around 1952, followed in 1963 by Barry Holloway, who 
subdivided, leaving the house on 57 acres [23 ha], which was purchased in 1985 by Robin Close.[7] 



      



In 2001 Close wished to extend the house to double its size using concrete blocks similar to the originals. Perfect 
replication was not possible, but Stefan Close at the company Shepp Brick (now Selkirk Bricks) created a mould for 
slightly smaller blocks (400mm x 200mm), and 1300 were produced. The additions, carried out in 2001, were of veneer 
construction with a stud frame, and retained the same side alignment. 



      



The built-in sections on the verandahs, which were not original, were removed, and the extended building was re-roofed, 
the gable being altered to run east-west rather than the original north-south. The walls were painted.[8] 



      



Robin Close sold the property in November 2016.
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The property also contains an original barn elevated on three feet [0.91m] posts, an early hay shed supported by twelve 
Murray Pine (Callitris glauca) posts, and a walk-through dairy, somewhat altered.[9]



      



In June 1985, skeletal remains were discovered on the property. Investigations by Melbourne University posited two 
bodies. A spoke shave, a cut-throat razor, and hob-nailed boots were found with the remains.



[1] Age, 22 May 1908, p.8



[2] Betty Thornton, personal communication, 20 January 2016



[3]Jenny Russell, 22 March 2017



[4] Robin Close, personal communication, 22 March 2017



[5] Shepparton Advertiser, 29 November 1940, p. 1



[6] Jenny Russell, op. cit.



[7] Ibid.



[8] Robin Close, op. cit.



[9] Robin Close, op. cit.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The homestead is constructed from pre-cast concrete blocks possibly using one of the proprietary block-making machines 
that became available from the early 20th century or a derivative based on the patented originals. These machines were 
seen as a cost-effective method for anyone with minimal skills to manufacture concrete blocks. The blocks have a smooth 
face and have been painted. The original building was half the current size and the roof design has been altered to 
accommodate the change of dimensions as the house now has a rectangular form.



      



The corrugated metal roof falls in an unbroken line to form a timber posted verandah and this verandah returns on both 
sides. The principal facade has a central door flanked on both sides with timber-framed windows. The windows have 
different configurations: there is a paired sash and the other is a single-sash window. However, the design of the windows 
with small panes to the upper sashes and a single glazed sash to the base is typical for the period. 


Statement of Significance 
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What is Significant?



The concrete block house at 145 Maneroo Road, Bunbartha is significant.



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its period of construction such as - the original pre-cast 
concrete blocks, the original timber framed windows and the return verandah. 



      



How is it Significant?



145 Maneroo Road, Bunbartha is of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of 
Greater Shepparton.



      



Why is it Significant? 



The house is of historic significance for its association with the Mason family. The Mason family was one of the early 
pioneers in the use of irrigation for orchards. HERCON criterion G



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its architecture and vernacular characteristics. The design is typical for much of the 19th 
and early 20th century, but with the date of construction being the 1930s, it is a relatively late example. The design is 
characterised by a symmetrical facade with a central door. The most obvious concession to contemporaneous fashion is 
the design of the windows with a single glazed sash to the base and a multi-paned sash for the upper sash. The concrete 
blocks were constructed with a block-making machine or basic mould and used local sands, and this is integral to its 
vernacular character. HERCON criterion D



      



The use of moulded concrete blocks using local materials is of technical significance. HERCON Criterion F



      



Rural building during the 1930s Depression was limited and often relied on locally sourced materials for their availability 
and cheapness. This is a rare surviving example of a house of this type and scale from this period. It is clear from the 
design and its internal finishes that the house was intended to reflect the architectural proprietaries from the period. It is 
of note that this was achieved within the limitations of the period. HERCON criterion B
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 150 Maneroo Road BUNBARTHA (Maneroo 
homestead)

Address 150 Maneroo Road BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
The property is located about 10 kms north of Shepparton near theeastbank of the Goulburn River at the end of Maneroo 
Road.  <!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> 



The homestead was built c.1914 for important local figure William Orr (1843-1929), member of the Victorian Legislative 
Assembly. After arriving in Australia in 1852 Orr had headed for the Victorian goldfields but he later made his fortune in 
mining in Queensland and Broken Hill. 



Orr purchased the property around 1908; it was previously known as Laurel Banks Estate. His wife Mary, nee Fraser, 
grew up on the neighbouring Tallygaroopna Run. Orr's previous property was Wanganui in north Shepparton (HERMES 
156763).



Maneroo homestead was built to be an ideal homestead with no expense spared and with all modern conveniences. It is 
an impressive Federation brick house designed by Melbourne architects. The house is set beside a lagoon with the river 
itself back further. Orr expounded irrigation, including ground-breaking spray irrigation, in the district, and established 
orchards and irrigated lucerne stands.



The 451 ha [1,100 acre] property was sold to Dr Ramsay Mailer of Melbourne in 1920. Orr retired to Maneroo in Toorak. 
Dr Mailer, a specialist in so-called nervous diseases, was a medical officer for the State Mental Hygiene Department and 
ran a practice in Collins Street. He and his wife set up Motive House in Collingwood, an opportunity house for young 
people. He was also a fine cricketer and president of the MCC. On his Maneroo property, he was a leading breeder of 
Jersey dairy cattle and Southdown and Ryeland sheep. 



Maneroo was reduced to about 226 ha [550 acres] with the properties of Athol and Riverview (about 107 ha [260 acres] 
each) created but still owned by Mailer till 1943, just before his death.



 References: 



http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/orr-william-7922 Orr biography



http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/89309756 Good description of Maneroo and Orr's use of irrigation in 1914



 http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/179175014 Orr orbituary
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/11794353 Mailer obituary

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



Maneroo homestead at 150 Maneroo Road, Bunbartha.



 How is it Significant? 



Maneroo homestead is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it Significant? 



Maneroo homestead is of historic significance for its association with the early 20th century agricultural development of 
the Shepparton region. 



It is of historic significance for its association with William Orr, a member of the Victorian Legislative Assembly. Orr 
developed an innovative irrigation system and had orchards and irrigated lucerne stands. He had the homestead designed 
by Melbourne architects.



It is of historic significance for its later association with Dr Ramsay Mailer, a Melbourne medical specialist who set about 
breeding Jersey cattle and Southdown and Ryland sheep. HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance for its fine Federation-era architecture. The homestead was designed by Melbourne 
architects. HERCON criterion E

Recommendations 2014 

 

No

No

No 

No 

No

-

No

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

150 Maneroo Road BUNBARTHA (Maneroo homestead)
Hermes No 197747 Place Citation Report

12:24 PM22-Jun-2017

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

88



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 185 Medland  Road BUNBARTHA (Riverview Dairy)

Address 185 Medland Road BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Shed

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Once part of the Tallygaroopna Run, the block was selected by James Dick. It was bought by Dr Ramsay Mailer in the 
early 20th century and became part of Maneroo (HERMES 197747).



The property Riverview was created out of Maneroo (as was the neighbouring Athol).



Riverview was managed by Frank Medland for Dr Mailer, from whom Medland later bought the property. Later his son, 
Godfrey Medland, took over the farm.



It was considered a show farm incorporating best practice in dairy, piggery, chickens and land management. The dairy, 
built 1926/7, includes a tall silage tower which resembles the tower of a castle (with foundations for another never built). 
It incorporated the features of the most modern dairy of its time. Upgrades to the dairy plant were made in the 1950s with 
the installation of the first 10-unit milking plant in Victoria. Retained are a unique dairy-cow wind-vane and the 
crenellations along the top of the silage tower. Though in need of repair, particularly to the roofing, to preserve the 
structure, much of the original dairy-plant remains.

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
The property is located about 13 kms north of Shepparton on the east bank of the Goulburn River at the southern end of 
Medland Road. The dairy, built 1926/7, includes a tall silage tower which resembles a tower of a castle (with foundations 
for another never built). Retained are a unique dairy-cow wind-vane and the crenellation along the top of the silage tower. 



Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 
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The dairy, the silage tower, the dairy-cow wind vane and associated machinery. 



How is it Significant?



The place is of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The dairy, silage tower and wind vane are of historic significance for their association with the late 19th/20th century 
establishment of agriculture in the Bunbartha region. 



      



The outbuildings demonstrate a period in agriculture when dairying became increasingly important to the region. The 
1950 changes also demonstrate another period of economic growth and development within the dairy industry. HERCON 
criterion A



The surviving elements of the outbuildings are of architectural significance. They are unusual for their idiosyncratic 
decorative architectural elements - such as the castle-like decorations and the decorative wind-vane. HERCON criterion 
E



      



The surviving outbuildings demonstrate contemporaneous construction techniques as well as the use of vernacular 
building materials. HERCON criterion F



      



The surviving outbuildings are of aesthetic significance as they contribute through their use of vernacular building 
materials, their scale and design to the aesthetic qualities associated with a representative 19th century Goulburn Valley 
farmstead. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 186 Medland Road BUNBARTHA

Address 186 Medland Road  BUNBARTHA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940),  
Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular

History and Historical Context 

 
The homestead was built by Thomas and Matilda Thornton in 1928; they had purchased the property from the Campbell 
family, which had farmed it for around five decades.



Located on the east bank of the Goulburn River about 13 kms north of Shepparton, the property was originally part of the 
Tallygaroopna Run. It is the site of one of the earliest successful selected properties of the area, being well located by the 
river with good sandy-loam soils suited to irrigation. The property grew the first wheat crop between Shepparton and the 
Murray River.



Early Bunbartha identity James Campbell and his brother, Scottish migrants, had moved to the Gouburn Valley from 
Smeaton in the 1870s and taken over this selection and two adjoining allotments from Hugh Dick, James Whitford and 
Robert Cottrell in the 1870s or 1880s. The Campbell family then farmed the 320 ha [800 acres] and other properties until 
1927. 



In 1881, James Campbell had sold his harvesting machinery and moved from grain growing and cattle production 'in 
favour of pastoral pursuits', buying up local farms until he amassed around 1230 ha [3000 acres], and breeding sheep for 
prime lambs, although he later increased the acreage cultivated, in deference to his sons' love of cropping. In 1895 he 
planted a large orchard and vines and launched into wine-making: competition with the Ardmona growers, however, later 
curtailed these ventures. 



Campbell became a prominent local figure. He was a Councillor first of the Echuca Shire, then of the newly formed 
Shepparton Shire, playing an important role in its establishment in 1879. He became Shire President in 1889 and he was 
also a Justice of the Peace. 



A visiting journalist noted his 'newly-built house of sun-dried brick' situated on the sandbank close to the river. It was 
during the Campbells' time that the two large Moreton Bay fig trees were planted by a farm worker on the property, Bill 
Redin, who asked if he could plant seeds he had held. Redin stayed on later to work for the Thorntons. The trees were 
already large in 1927 when the Thorntons took over.



Campbell died in 1902, and the estate was divided, his son John and family taking over Roseneath. A progressive 
agriculturalist with some innovations in farm machinery to his credit, John Campbell was, according to his obituary, 'a 
man of the most advanced ideas [whose] knowledge of agricultural machinery was almost profound'. He was also an 
early adopter of pumped irrigation water from the Goulburn River. He was an inaugural committee member of the 
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Shepparton Agricultural Society and President for a year. After John's death in 1915, family members continued at 
Roseneath until 1927. 



Roseneath was purchased in 1927 by Thomas and Matilda 'Tilly' Thornton, who lived temporarily in the mud brick 
house, which was to be destroyed by fire in the 1930s. Located on the property also was a mud brick 'winery'. 



The house the couple designed for themselves is a testament to rural resourcefulness and ingenuity, along with a possibly 
unusual awareness of current movements in architecture and interior design, and a knowledge of notions of natural 
ventilation. Roseneath is a square concrete house; it is said the couple 'took a whole writing tablet to set up the plan'. The 
builder was Stuart Hamilton, bridge builder of Euroa. The foundations were set deeply, and formwork was built up and 
filled with concrete level by level as the previous level dried. The concrete surfaces of both exterior and interior walls 
were painted. A central passage, closed in at the southern end to create a bathroom, gave access on the west to three 
bedrooms, and on the east to a living room, dining room, and kitchen. Ceilings were of plaster (fibrous plaster) and were 
insulated with 'two woolpacks of seaweed', which was spread throughout and proved to be an effective insulation. Floors 
were of Western Australian jarrah. Back-to-back fireplaces, with simple brick surrounds and tiled hearths, served the 
living and dining room and the two front bedrooms. 



Doors led from all rooms on to the concrete verandah: double doors, glass-panelled, from each bedroom, and double 
Canadian pine doors, with upper glass panel, from the lounge and dining room. Cupboards in all rooms were inbuilt, of 
pine, and window seats provided lidded storage. In the kitchen, a wooden food safe was sunk into a small cellar-like 
enclosure for coolness, and was raised to kitchen level when needed with a system of weighted pulleys; family lore has it 
that this was modelled on a similar contrivance owned by Sir Sydney Kidman. Pipes leading from outside conveyed fresh 
air into the subterranean chamber. In the mid thirties, the verandahs were 'closed in' by a nephew of Hamilton; they were 
concreted to waist-height and the upper sections fitted with copper flywire. The couple's daughter Betty, who lived on the 
property for eighty years, remembered hearing from her parents that at the time 'people were amazed', describing the 
house as 'very modern', and 'a square box with a verandah all round'. It was, she said, a very comfortable house to live 
in. 



The homestead was completed around September 1928, along with two garages of similar construction. One of the 
garages was surmounted by a loft with two tanks above it. Rainwater from the roof was directed into a settling tank and 
thence to a well from where a windmill took it into one of the tanks. Bore water was stored in the other to provide water 
for the garden; it however proved too brackish. Hamilton, the builder, had also created a concrete fountain for the front 
garden: this consisted of a wide lower bowl, a central stand, and an upper bowl surmounted by an eagle modelled on a 
fountain he was familiar with at the entrance to Sydney Road in Parkville. The ends of knitting needles provided the red 
eyes, an extension of the steel framework formed the beak, and feathers were realistically etched in the concrete. 



The Thorntons ran a mixed property, initially concentrating on sheep, both for fat lambs and wool. During the Depression 
of the 1930s, like most farming families, they undertook any farming activity that paid; they extended later into cattle and 
limited dairying, with some cropping. Tom Thornton was a recognised judge of stock of all kinds, his expertise sought by 
local Agricultural Societies, particularly for horses. He had a special interest in first-cross sheep, which took him on 
buying trips to many parts of Australia, sometimes by plane. 



Tom Thornton died in 1968, and Matilda, daughter Betty and son Warren continued to farm the property for wheat, sheep 
and dairying. 



The property remained in the Thornton family for 80 years with little change to the building or the fountain. With a 
change of ownership, some minor works have taken place.



 References: 
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Betty Thornton, personal communication, 30 July 2015



Shepparton Family History Group, Early Families of Shepparton and District Book 2, Shepparton, 2000



Stewart Morvell, The Story of Bunbartha 1841-1981, Shepparton, 1984 (1981) 



 The Australasian, 27 December 1879, p. 25



 The Australasian, 16 October 1886, p. 11 (James Campbell is mistakenly referred to as James Cameron)



 Shepparton News, 22 November 1915, p. 2



Parish Plan Tallygaroopna 



Electoral rolls, Division of Echuca, Subdivision of Numurkah, 1903-1968

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
A square concrete homestead with a large roof and encircling verandah. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The homestead at 186 Medland Road, Bunbartha. 



The 19th century Moreton Bay Fig trees (Ficus macrophylla) contribute to its significance.



 How is it Significant? 



The homestead at 186 Medland Road, Bunbartha is of historic, technical and asethetic cultural heritage significance to the 
City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it Significant? 



The place is of local historic significance for its asociation with the early settlement of the region. It is associated with the 
early use of water from the Goulburn River for irrigation. HERCON criterion A



The place is of historic significance for its association with the early cropping practices. It is noted as being the first place 
to grow wheat between Shepparton and the Murray River. HERCON criteria A & G



The homestead is of historic and technical significance for its use of concrete as its primary building material. It was 
constructed in 1928. The description of its construction method appears to follow a debased pise form of solid earth 
construction. This type of construction was promoted by A C McKnight (Architect) from the Riverina district. HERCON 
criteria A & F
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The use of solid concrete construction in layers (in the tradition of pise construction) is of technical significance.



The use of seaweed for insulation is of technical significance.



The pulley system for an underground safe is of technical significance. 



The provision of reticulated wter through setting tanks is of technical significance. HERCON criterion F



It is of architectural significance for its unusual square design with surrounding verandah. The internal joinery with its 
inbuilt storage areas is innovative. HERCON criteria E, F& B

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 720 Tallygaroopna West-Bunbartha Road 
BUNBARTHA  (Almond Vale)

Address 720 Tallygaroopna West-Bunbartha Road  
BUNBARTHA

Significance Level Local

Date Circa 1874

Place Type Woolshed/Shearing Shed,Dairy,Shed

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI Yes PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular

History and Historical Context 

 
Daniel Burgess (1846-1927) selected the 131 ha [320 acres] in Bunbartha in 1874. His son, George, was the first white 
child born in the area. An exponent of irrigation, George established an early orchard and vineyard, as well as an 
impressive garden, including almonds around the home site. In 1893 he built his homestead Almond Vale; this was burnt 
down by vandals in 1990. The remains are still in place and many of the original garden plantings still exist.  
<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> 



The remains on the site include a collection of outbuildings:



- a 3-room rough-made building, probably of hand-made sun-dried bricks, which may pre-date the burnt homestead;



- a small timber storeroom; and



- a shearing shed with lean-to dairy constructed from vertical posts of local timber.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The site is located on the south side of the Tallygaroopna West-Bunbartha Road about a kilometre east of Bunbartha 
village. The remains of the house survive and many of the original garden plantings still exist. In addition to the ruins of 
the house, there is also a collection of outbuildings. These include a 3-room rough-made building, probably of hand-made 
sun-dried bricks, which may pre-date the burnt homestead. There is also a small timber storeroom and a shearing shed 
with lean-to dairy made from vertical posts of local timber. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 
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The three surviving outbuildings and the remnant garden setting; this includes any original plants and hard landscaping.



   



   



How is it Significant?



The place is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significance?



The place is of historic significance for its association with the development of agriculture in the region. It is 
representative of the typical type of farm outbuildings constructed in association with the selection era; although the use 
of adobe (sun-dried bricks) as a construction material was not common in the Goulburn Valley during the 19th and early 
20th centuries, it appeared at times of financial hardship. HERCON criteria A & B



The place provides physical evidence of an early use of irrigation and this includes the remnant orchard plantings and 
vineyard. HERCON criterion A



      



The place is of aesthetic significance and architectural significance for the design and construction of the shearing shed, 
the associated dairy and the small timber storeroom. HERCON criterion D



The surviving house ruins, remnants of garden, orchards and vineyard are evocative of the 19th century farmstead. 
HERCON criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1112 Cemetery Road CANIAMBO (Gowangardie 
Cemetery)

Address 1112  1112 Cemetery Road CANIAMBO Significance Level Local

Place Type Cemetery/Graveyard/Burial Ground

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
On 8 May 1882, 2ha [five acres], part of Allotment 29, Parish of Gowangardie, County of Moira, were reserved as the 
site for the Gowangardie cemetery. Former squatter, now large landowner, Humphrey Grattan of the Gowangardie 
pastoral run, called a meeting at Lambert Dan's house at Gowangardie on Tuesday 13 June 1882 to appoint trustees for 
the site, and to call tenders for clearing and fencing 'the new Gowangardie Cemetery'. Inaugural trustees were Humphrey 
Grattan (Church of England), Frank Rogerson (Presbyterian), James Hogan (Roman Catholic), and William Cole 
(Wesleyan). Walter Cole succeeded his father in November 1891 following the latter's death (as often happened in these 
early cemetery trusts), but dying at 34, was himself replaced by pioneer settler Jacob Frederick in 1896. 



Humphrey Grattan, largest landholder in the district, and subsequently popular local 'squire', was buried here on 26 
January 1907, the funeral being 'one of the largest ever seen in the Gowangardie district'. His grave seems to have been 
forgotten, although that of his wife, who predeceased him by twenty years, is conspicuous, her husband having purchased 
a number of plots to accommodate it.



Another burial of note, which caused great grief in the locality, was that of 20 year old Private Fred Buckland, son of the 
President of the Shire of Violet Town. He had enlisted a month before his death in September 1915 (having put a crop in, 
'to leave the work of the farm to best advantage' as the local paper put it); he contacted a cold in camp at Broadmeadows, 
which led to fatal meningitis. He is buried in the Methodist section.



Members of families with a long association with the district buried at this cemetery include those of the Wall, Cole, 
Bradshaw, Telford, Fothergill and Thorn families.



It is believed that some early burials had taken place on the Gowangardie pastoral run located to the north, but the site of 
such graves is unknown.



 References: 



Helen and John Wall, personal communication, 5 June 2015



Caniambo-Gowangardie-Tamleugh History Committee and Helen Wall, Caniambo, Gowangardie, Tamleugh, 
Shepparton, 1985



 Victorian Government Gazette, No. 53, 12 May 1882, p. 1080



 Victorian  Government Gazette, No. 67, 30 June 1882, p. 1602
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 Victorian  Government Gazette, No. 145,27 November 1891, p. 4586 



 Victorian  Government Gazette, No. 69, 26 June 1896, p. 2898 



 Euroa Advertiser, 1 February 1907, p. 3



 Violet Town Sentinel, 7 September 1915, p. 1

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
The cemetery covers 2 ha [5 acres] and is a square site. The landscape is gently undulating and lightly treed. The 
cemetery lies to the south of the Broken River at Caniambo. It contains around two hundred and forty burials, a number 
unmarked, although locations and identities are recorded. It is treed along the north (front), east and west boundaries. The 
cemetery is sparse, with graves spread out over the central portion. There are no made paths and the site is in rough 
grass.



      



Boundary fences are post and wire; at the gate a hand-painted sign announces 'Gowangardie Cemetery'. Historically it 
has been divided into denominational sections; Church of England, Presbyterian, Catholic, Wesleyan and 'Strangers'. 
There is no section for lawn burials.



      



The most substantial memorial is the tall Egyptian-influenced marble obelisk, now partly obscured by vegetation. It 
commemorates Sophia Grattan, wife of the last pastoral leaseholder of the Gowangardie run, Humphrey Grattan. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Gowangardie Cemetery and its surviving headstones. The lightly treed site with its rough grass cover contributes to 
the aesthetic significance of this place. 



How is it Significant?



The Gowangardie Cemetery is of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



The Gowangardie Cemetery is of historic and social significance for its association with the establishment of the 
Caniambo district. The cemetery was gazetted on 8 May 1882. Members of families with a long association with the 

1112 Cemetery Road CANIAMBO (Gowangardie Cemetery)
Hermes No 197715 Place Citation Report

12:24 PM22-Jun-2017

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

98



district are buried at this cemetery. The cemetery has been divided into denominational sections as was typical in the 19th 
century. HERCON criteria A & G



The Gowangardie Cemetery is of aesthetic significance for its layout and the siting of the gravesites. Many of the 
gravesites have substantial headstones with stone beds and metal palisades.The relatively large Egyptian-influenced 
marble obelisk is of note for its scale and for its sombre use of Egyptian motifs. The surrounding rural setting contributes 
to the aesthetic character of this place. HERCON criteria D & E
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1150 Boundary Road CONGUPNA

Address 1150 Boundary Road CONGUPNA Significance Level Local

Place Type Silo,Woolshed/Shearing Shed

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Land Selection Acts saw the opening up of large areas of Victorian agricultural land for settlement. Congupna was 
one such area and a township was established. The school in 1879 was one of the first buildings and this was followed by 
a Methodist Church, a Public Hall, Post Office, Creamery and the Recreation Reserve. The reserve was used for football, 
cricket and tennis and as a place for picnics.    



The reserve and nearby Shire Dam on the creek were used to rest and water travelling stock. A pump was installed on the 
dam for local settlers when they needed to cart water for stock and domestic use.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The silo has been constructed from curved sheets of galvanised metal with metal strapping. 



      



The shearing shed is a rectangular building with a gable roof. It has a raised board (floor) to enable sheep to be stored 
underneath. The walls and roof are clad with corrugated galvanised metal. The main opening has a metal sliding door 
with a timber framed platform. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The metal silo and the shearing shed are significant.



How is it Significant?



The outbuildings are of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?



The silo and shearing shed are of historic significance as they provide tangible physical evidence of representative 
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farming outbuildings. Early metal silos were constructed with sheets of curved metal with strapping. This type of silo 
predates later silos that are constructed from single sheets of metal. HERCON criterion A



The silo is of technical significance for its early design features. HERCON criterion F



The shearing shed has a typical design for the period and building type. It has a raised board (with an area underneath to 
keep sheep dry). The simple rectangular building with its gable roof and corrugated metal cladding is a ubiquitous feature 
of the rural landscape. HERCON criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Thompsons Road CONGUPNA  (Congupna Common)

Address 380 Thompsons Road CONGUPNA Significance Level Local

Place Type Picnic Ground/ Recreation reserve

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
The area now known as the Congupna Common was the location of the original Congupna township. The Land Act 
(1869) saw the opening up of large areas of Victorian agricultural land for settlement. Congupna was one such area and a 
township was established. The school in 1879 was one of the first buildings and this was followed by a Methodist 
Church, a Public Hall, Post Office, creamery and the Recreation Reserve. The reserve was used for football, cricket and 
tennis and as a place for picnics. 



The reserve and nearby Shire Dam on the creek were used to rest and water travelling stock. A pump was installed on the 
dam for local settlers when they needed to cart water for stock and domestic use. 



A row of Moreton Bay fig trees (Ficus macrophylla) were planted on the north side of the sports ground.



By 1912 the number of students at the Congupna School had declined and in 1918 the school closed. The school building 
was relocated to Zeerust and later was used by the Moira Scout group. The township continued to decline and in 1931 the 
Hall was sold and in 1965 the Methodist Church closed. 



There is little physical evidence left today of this township, the Moreton Bay fig trees being the most substantial 
remaining evidence of its existence. 



Reference:



Myrtle Ford, The Centenary of Congupna Schools and District 1884-1984, Shepparton, 1984

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
The Moreton Bay fig trees are excellent examples of their species. Their maturity and form is notable. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?
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The Congupna Recreation Reserve, known locally as the Congupna Common, and the seven Moreton Bay fig trees 
(Ficus macrophylla) are significant. 



How is it Significant?



The Recreation Reserve and the seven Moreton Bay fig trees are of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage 
significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The Recreation Reserve is of historic and social significance for its association with the settlement of Congupna. It was 
used for football, cricket and tennis games and as a place for picnics. The reserve was also used to rest and water 
travelling stock and water was available for the local community. HERCON criteria A & G



The seven Moreton Bay fig trees are of historic significance as they were planted during the early days of settlement. 
They demonstrate the importance of this place to the community in the 19th century and up to the present day. HERCON 
criteria A & G



They are of aesthetic significance as fine examples of mature trees of this type. Their scale and form is of particular note. 
HERCON criterion E

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 170 Kilmartin Road COOMA  (Garfield)

Address 170 Kilmartin Road  COOMA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Garfield was designed by Arthur Edgar Castles (1871-1933) for selector turned entrepreneurial farmer, the American JT 
(John Thomas) Dougherty. Known locally as 'American Dougherty', he named the property after a popular USA 
President. According to one source, Dougherty had been successful on the Californian goldfields. By 1890 he had 
purchased 369 ha [900 acres] of land. He invested in many shops and farm properties in the area, and made a generous 
long-term loan of £2000 to the Kyabram Mechanics' Institute.



A E Castles, Tongala architect and Deakin Shire Engineer from 1896 to 1933, was a prolific designer, responsible for 
many public, commercial and private buildings in and around Kyabram and Tongala, including the well-known Karlsruhe 
at Lancaster, the Echuca Masonic Hall, and three large houses (Robgil, Bonshaw and Lauderdale, all in the Stanhope 
area) for the sons of William Winter-Irving, of the Goulburn Valley family of squatters turned local squires and civic 
leaders.



 References 



Anderson, Don, Life and Times of A E Castles 1871-1933, Deakin Shire Engineer and Local Architect, Kyabram, n.d.



 Kyabram Free Press/Guardian, 21 April 1987, p. 13.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Brief description: 



Garfield is a large red brick Late Victorian/Federation homestead. It has a gable roof which is clad with corrugated metal 
and the brick chimneys have a brick cornice. The roof line is broken by a breakfront gable.The gable is formed by an 
extension of the external brick wall and has a centralised rectangular vent. The apex of the gable has a smooth finish with 
timber strapping. The breakfront, unlike many other more decorative examples from this period, has a clear building role 
to ventilate the roof space. Providing ventilation is clearly one of the concerns of the architect as subfloor ventilation is 
also well provided for. The brick walling below the verandah is approximately 600 mm high and this also is a less than 
common feature of the typical house from this period. The height of the wall allows for a well-ventilated sub-floor space. 
The vents form part of the design of the house as they are located centrally within each brick bay. The brick bays are 
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formed by shallow pilasters which act also act as a plinth for the cast metal verandah columns. The penultimate brick 
course is also recessed and creates a shadow line that complements the dimensional shadow values of the shallow 
pilaster. This design also allows for two underground rooms. The ventilation system has been integrated into the 
architectural expression of this house and this is relatively uncommon. This is a notable regional response to the climatic 
conditions. 



The facades have a charm typical for its period, albeit without the symmetry that is common to this period and region. 



A range of architectural features contribute to the aesthetic and architectural significance of the homestead:



- standard Victorian proportions and scale of openings; 



- the verandah with its cast metal posts and highly decorative cast metal brackets;



- the single timber brackets to the eaves;



- the timber framed double-hung sash windows; and



- the fine red face brick work.



Some trees remain from early plantings, including tall cotton palms (Washingtonia robusta). 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



Garfield homestead and its garden setting. This includes the tall cotton palms (Washingtonia robusta).



   



   



How is it Significant?



Garfield homestead is of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significant? 



Garfield homestead is of historic significance as one of a group of large residences built from the late 1880s to around 
1910 by a small emerging class of prosperous landowners in the Goulburn Valley.



      



It assists in demonstrating the economic impact provided by the establishment of agriculture and its associated industries 
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during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This success was built on the hardships and endurance of the selection 
period. 



      



It is of historic significance for its association with a former owner known as 'American Dougherty'. HERCON criterion 
A



It is of technical significance for its application of ventilation technologies. HERCON criterion F



The integration of ventilation technologies into the architecture of the building is unusual and rare during this period and 
for this region. HERCON criterion B



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its architecture and its association with A E Castles, architect and Deakin Shire 
Engineer. HERCON criterion E
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 840 Kyabram-Cooma Road COOMA

Address 840 Kyabram-Cooma Road  COOMA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular,  
Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
The homestead at 840 Kyabram-Cooma Road was built by successful farmer George Robinson in 1907. 



The 131 ha [320 acre] block (Allotment 105, Parish of Kyabram East, County of Rodney) had been selected by William 
McCartney in September 1873. It straddled the western extremities of the former St Germains and Merrigum pastoral 
runs, the brush fence which separated the two running through the north-east corner of the selection. The Geodetic line 
representing 36°24'S was blazed across the selection through the grey box trees. Two of the initial buildings (HERMES 
156034)constructed by McCartney still stand, both of log cabin construction; thebuilding on the east exactly matches 
dimensions reported in McCartney's lease application of 18 March 1877, and was thus constructed prior to that date. 



William McCartney weathered the pioneering phase of selection with help of a number of mortgages, and received his 
Crown Grant on 24 February 1893. Despite this, again mortgaged, this time to 'boss cocky' grazier William Bray of 
Merrigum South (who helped many selectors experiencing difficulties in the locality), he sold the property to George 
Robinson almost immediately, in July 1894.



The homestead built by Robinson, although in design a cohesive whole and dating to 1907, possibly includes some earlier 
fabric dating from 1902, when the rate books indicate some construction activity.



George Robinson (1865-1953) was an example of an emerging class of farmers who, although often beginning their 
agricultural life in the 1870s selection frontier of the Goulburn Valley or the wider northern plains in simple log huts, 
were able, by the 1890s or the first two decades of the twentieth century, to build large commodious Federation style 
homesteads. Some achieved this financial security due to the creation of large family farms by amalgamations, others by 
the purchase of additional land to create a more viable holding. Robinson himself had done so well, and was so 
community-spirited, that, like William Bray, he was willing to act as a benefactor to struggling or 'deserving' locals by 
providing loans on easier terms than commercial entities. Robinson, in fact, having observed the hard work, efficiency 
and ambition of a young shopkeeper in the neighbouring town of Merrigum, in 1914 purchased (with his brother James 
Robinson) the general store that Judd had been renting, and further, loaned Judd the not inconsiderable sum of £250. It 
was only in 1920 that Judd was able to buy the store and dwelling himself.



Robinson held the Kyabram-Cooma Road property until March 1950, three years before his death. He is commemorated, 
with his wife, by a plaque in his former place of worship, the Cooma Uniting (formerly Methodist) Church, where he had 
played an important role for many decades.
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 References: 



Title Vol 2511/ Fol 119



Shire of Rodney Rate Books 1894-1918



Anne Tyson, 'The log buildings of Merrigum and the context of their construction', Research Project, Master of Arts 
(Public History), Monash University, 2001



http://www.myheritage.com/person-1000129_78605121_78605121/george-middleton-robinson



Business records and biography of J. P. Judd, 1918-1959, (manuscript MS SEQ), State Library of Victoria

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A large Federation-era brick homestead with a galvanised metal roof. The style of this house is late Victorian with 
Federation overtones. The main hipped roof section has transverse gables with timber bracketed eaves and rectangular 
vents at the apex of each gable. The bull-nosed verandah runs across the two main facades and has a highly decorative 
cast iron frieze with cast iron brackets. The eave line to the hipped roof has timber paired brackets. The main body of the 
house has retained its face brickwork; the walling above the verandah and to the gable face has been painted. The brick 
chimneys have brick corbelling and rendered upper areas. This is a substantial building from the turn of the 20th century 
and the combination of Late Victorian and Federation era architectural elements contributes to its aesthetic significance. 



Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The large Federation-era homestead and its surrounds and setting. This includes the architectural features associated with 
late Victorian and Federation architectural periods. 



The two selection-era log buildings (HERMES 156034) contribute to the significance of the place.



The mud brick shed also contributes to the significance of the place. 



 How is it Significant? 



The homestead and outbuildings are of local cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it Significant? 



The place is of historic significance for its association with the selection era and the increasing prosperity of Cooma and 
district during the early 20th century. HERCON criterion A



The homestead is of architectural significance for its distinctive Federation and late Victorian architecture. It is of 
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aesthetic significance for its fine detailing. HERCON criterion E

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 5 Dougan Road COOMBOONA  (Hazeldene)

Address 5 Dougan Road COOMBOONA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901),  
Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
In 1882, Charles and Elizabeth Norton made their way to the Mooroopna North/Coomboona area after travelling by 
paddle steamer from Wentworth to Echuca. Hazeldene was, at that time, described as 'a cottage' and was on 32.8 ha [80 
acres] that Norton selected and bought from the Crown. Later, he purchased 615 ha [1500 acres] at nearby Coomboona 
and operated a dairy business. Norton was involved in the founding of the Ardmona Football Club, the Goulburn Valley 
Football Association and the Central Goulburn Valley Football Association. He served on many local organisations, 
including the Rodney Shire Council, the Methodist Church, the Mooroopna Race Club and the Mooroopna Recreation 
Reserve. He was a founding member of the Victorian Country Party, and the local branch president. His great-great-
grandson lives at Hazeldene.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The late Victorian homestead demonstrates typical architectural features of the period. It has a double hip roof which is 
clad with corrugated galvanised metal; the external cladding consists of timber weatherboards. The windows were 
replaced in the 20th century and are now a band of triple timber sash windows. The verandah returns to both sides.



It is a good representative example from the period. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



5 Dougan Road, Coombonna is significant. 



This includes the house and associated setting and the architectural features associated with typical Victorian vernacular 
architecture. 



How is it Significant?



It is of historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 
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Why is it Significant? 



It is of historic and social significance for its association with Charles Norton and family. Norton was a successful farmer 
who started farming on a 32.8ha [80 acre] selection. Norton was a prominent local citizen and was a founding member of 
the Victorian Country Party (now the National Party), and local branch president. As a community leader he was one of 
the founders of the Ardmona Football Club, the Goulburn Valley Football Association and the Central Goulburn Valley 
Football Association. He served on many local organisations, including the Rodney Shire Council, the Methodist Church, 
the Mooroopna Race Club and the Mooroopna Recreation Reserve. HERCON criterion A         



The house is of aesthetic significance for its representative vernacular architecture. The house demonstrates many of the 
features associated with the late Victorian period. It was modified during the 20th century and this includes the 
replacement of Victorian-era windows with a band of triple windows more typical of the 1920s-1950s, and the verandah 
posts have been replaced with a masonry plinth and columns more typical of the Interwar period. These changes 
contribute to an understanding of the architectural evolution of the building. HERCON criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2040 New Dookie Road  COSGROVE (Silo)

Address 2040 New Dookie Road COSGROVE Significance Level Local

Place Type Silo

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Grain was first transported by rail in bagged form, being loaded into open wagons. By the 1930s, Victoria recognised, 
decades after most other grain-producing and grain-importing areas in the world, that moving individual bags of wheat 
was extremely inefficient. Western Australia and NSW already employed bulk handling, the latter having built 
substantial concrete silos from 1920-21. Victoria had mooted such a scheme towards the end of World War One, but it 
had lapsed. The Grain Elevators Board of Victoria was finally established in 1934 ('elevator' meaning the silo, following 
USA and Canadian nomenclature). It aimed to establish 138 silos throughout the grain-producing areas of the state. Bulk 
handling would give protection from vermin, disease and pests, and also reduce costs: it was estimated in 1939 that bulk 
handling would save growers three pence per bushel, given the high cost of the (largely imported) jute sacks and the cost 
of sewing up the sacks. 



Cosgrove and its companion silos on the Shepparton-Dookie-Katamatite rail line (Pine Lodge and Dookie within the City 
of Greater Shepparton and Yabba North, Youanmite and Katamatite in Moira Shire) were part of the 'north-central' 
group of fourteen silos built from 1941, the other eight being located close by, on the Shepparton-Cobram rail line 
(Tallygaroopna, Wunghu, Numurkah, Katunga and Cobram), and on the Numurkah-Picola line (Waaia, Nathalia and 
Picola). The north-central silos were built as part of the second tranche of silos Victoria-wide, the Eastern or 
Williamstown section, consisting of sixty-one silos in total. The first tranche had been the Western or Geelong section, 
constructed on and west of the Mildura rail line, largely serving the great grain-producing areas of the Mallee and 
Wimmera. The intention was to have the Western section silos feed a new bulk grain-handling port facility at Geelong, 
while those east of the Mildura rail line would feed a similar facility at Williamstown. Although the Grain Elevators 
Board began work on the Williamstown port silos in 1937-38 (the foundations still exist, Heritage Inventory Number 
H7822-0395 and Hermes Number 13693), the complex never eventuated, as the site was abandoned in favour of 
Geelong.



Concrete grain silos in Victoria fall into two types corresponding to the two largely separate if contiguous periods of 
construction, and described by the intended destination of wheat from those silos. Those built earlier in the west of the 
state are of the 'Geelong' type, recognisable by the gabled roof of the central section; those east of the Mildura line are 
known as 'Williamstown' silos. The north central silos, including that at Cosgrove, are thus of the latter type. 
Williamstown silos came in four capacities: 68,000, 100,000, 115,000 and 135,000 bushels, with single or double 
receival hoppers. 



Some silos on the Western Section were in operation during the 1939-40 season, but tenders had not yet gone out for the 
Eastern section.



Finally, some time in late July or August 1940, tenders were put out for the sixty-one Eastern silos, including the fourteen 
in the north east. Total capacity of the sixty-one was to be 5,648,000 bushels. The Railways Construction Branch of the 
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Board of Land and Works won the tender with a bid of £289,497. The pace of construction would depend on the supply 
of raw materials (affected by the war), particularly reinforcing steel, it was noted. 



Construction on the second tranche of silos began in November 1940. The Williamstown silos would be some of the most 
up to date in the world, with lessons learned from the Geelong silos and from overseas experience, H Glowrey, Chairman 
of the Grain Elevators Board, claimed at the time. Delays had been due to the difficulty in obtaining necessary machinery 
from England.



The Shepparton Advertiser announced on 2 May 1941 that contracts for the Cosgrove, Pine Lodge, Dookie and 
Tallygaroopna silos had been let; possibly this was a sub-contract to the Railways Construction Branch. Tests for the 
foundations of the silos at Cosgrove and Dookie were carried out in early July, and construction of the Cosgrove silo 
seems to have begun some time in the second half of 1941. 



The north central silos were not all completed as anticipated by the end of 1941, the Grain Elevators Board notifying the 
communities that due to war conditions, the Cosgrove silo, along with those at Pine Lodge and Dookie, would not receive 
wheat for the season 1941-42.



Work on the Cosgrove silo was certainly still proceeding in February 1942, when the Railways Construction Branch 
advised that arrangements had been made to provide reasonable access to platforms, sheds, etc. at Cosgrove and at 
Dookie while construction work continued.



Numbers of locals may have been co-opted into construction work on the Cosgrove silo. Les Earl, resident as a child in 
the decommissioned Cashel Bank (Hermes No 156139) east of Dookie, remembers that his father Ted (Edgar) Earl, 
skilled in carpentry and quarrying, was directed to return from his employment at a Beechworth quarry by the newly-
established Commonwealth Directorate of Manpower in early 1942, to oversee the gang setting up the scaffolding and 
formwork for the silos on the Shepparton-Dookie-Katamatite rail line, including at Cosgrove. Formwork and concreting 
on the silos proceeded in rings three feet in height. Briefly called up but sent home due to heart problems, Ted Earl was 
next placed in charge of the installation of the Kelly and Lewis engines (probably 25hp Bulldog-style engines) which 
powered the elevators, in the Yabba North and Katamatite silos further down the line, and at Tallygaroopna and Waaia on 
the Cobram and Picola lines just to the north. Belts were not obtainable for the engines due to war exigencies, and they 
resorted to splicing ropes. He was then put to on the water problem faced at the Cosgrove silo and its neighbours, Pine 
Lodge and Dookie, and also at Katamatite. The grain receival pits were inspected and wet spots painstakingly dealt 
with.



In April 1942 tenders were called for the metalling or gravelling of the approaches to the Cosgrove, Pine Lodge, and 
Dookie silos, 120 cubic yards of material needed at each site.



The first wheat was received at the Cosgrove silo during the 1942-43 season. Tall stacks of bagged wheat, topped by 
sheets of corrugated iron, no longer stood at the station. Many farmers moved to bulk handling, local contractors using all 
manner of tip-trucks, including gravel trucks, to move the harvest, as war had made new purpose-built vehicles 
unobtainable. Others farmers still used bags, now not sewn up; the wheat was tipped into the silo hoppers. The capacity 
of the Cosgrove silo was 68,000 bushels. 



The weight of delivered grain was sometimes disputed by the farmers, weighbridges and their accuracy often being an 
issue. In August 1944, the Grain Elevators Board wrote asking if the Shepparton Shire Council would delegate control 
over the Cosgrove weighbridge, along with those at Pine Lodge, Dookie and Tallygaroopna, to the Board for the 1944-45 
season. The Board would make its testing and repair service available on the same terms and conditions as in previous 
years. The request was granted and the offer to have the weighbridges tested accepted.



With improved machinery, harvesting was taking a shorter time. The season 1946-47 saw great congestion at the local 
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silos. The Board blamed the railways for failure to supply enough wagons when needed. Two years later congestion was 
acute, threatening to hold up harvesting, already delayed due to wet weather; 2500 tons of grain were being moved daily, 
and one suggested solution, that farmers build their own storages, had failed due to lack of materials. The Cosgrove silo 
was particularly congested, with local farmers delivering on a quota basis; half the Cosgrove district's wheat was still on 
the farms, yet there was only room for 2000 bushels left in the silo. The situation was partly alleviated when three special 
wheat trains were put on daily in the second week of January 1949. The Board was consistently reluctant to extend 
facilities in this period.



In 1987 the rail line was completely renewed to Dookie to enable wheat to be carried in the large 55 tonne grain-handling 
rail trucks. Rail freight services on the line ceased around 2009.



The Williamstown concrete silo at Cosgrove is no longer used. 



The 'million bushel' large sub-terminal at Dookie dating from the 1960s is now the major receival and storage site for the 
area; that facility, and the parallel facility at Murchison, are now the only such depots in the municipality. Both are 
conducted by GrainCorp, the large agribusiness successor to the Grain Elevators Board and its relatively short-lived 
privatised offspring, Vicgrain. Both depots are now serviced by road, not rail, around 50% of this region's grain going to 
the local market for stockfeed production, cooking oil, etc.



 References: 



http://www.elthammrc.org.au/images/stories/Silo_Williamstown_300dpi.gif



Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H0791 Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store, Wimmera Highway, East of 
Murtoa.



http://railgallery.wongm.com/infrastructure/silos/page/2/ 



Pine Lodge Centenary Committee, Pine Lodge District Centenary 1877-1977, Shepparton (?), 1977



Dookie Centenary Committee, Dookie: the years to 1988, Shepparton, 1988



Les Earl, Katandra West, personal communication, 7 June 2015, 13 June 2015, 15 June 2015
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 Shepparton Advertiser, 20 October 1941, p. 4



 Shepparton Advertiser, 6 February 1942, p. 4



 Shepparton Advertiser, 8 May 1942, p. 7



 Shepparton Advertiser, 2 June 1942, p. 1



 Shepparton Advertiser, 8 August 1944, P. 4



 Shepparton Advertiser, 17 January 1947, p. 8



 Shepparton Advertiser, 4 February 1947, p. 1



 Shepparton Advertiser, 14 January 1949, p. 6



http://www.graincorp.com.au/storage-and-logistics/country-operations/vic



Steve Manley, GrainCorp, Elmore, personal communication, 15 June 2015

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
This 'Williamstown' type two-cell grain silo is located within railway land at Cosgrove alongside the now unused section 
of rail track from which goods trains formerly carried away the bulk grain. It consists of two tall cylindrical concrete cells 
or bins for bulk grain storage, connected by a taller central section to house the elevator and the engine to power it. 



      



There is a small loading platform on the rail side, along with three angled metal loading spouts (which fed the rail trucks) 
protruding from one third of the way up the face of the silo, with horizontal platforms giving control of the egress points 
of the grain. Enclosed metal ladders allow access to the platforms from ground level.



      



A sub-surface concrete receival hopper, possibly much modified, with metal hatches, is to be found on the non-rail line 
side, and a small cylindrical corrugated metal water tank, no longer functional, on a metal stand. 



      



The Williamstown silo is connected to a later Ascom metal silo dating to around 1960. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The concrete grain silos and the Ascom metal silo.



The setting provided by the open concrete apron and the remnant rail infrastructure contribute to the significance of the 
place. 



   



   



How is it Significant?



The silos are of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



The silos are of historic significance for their associations with the massive expansion in Australia's wheat growing 
capacity in the 20th century. This created major handling and marketing challenges. 



They are of historical significance for their association with the development and influence of organisations involved in 
the Victorian grain industry, including the Victorian Grain Elevators Board and the Victorian Wheat and Woolgrowers 
Association. 



      



They are of historical significance for their association with the combined impact of the Second World War and 
Australia's remote geographic location on Victoria's wheat trade, which highlighted the need for bulk storage. HERCON 
criterion A



The silos are of historic and technical significance for their association with mid twentieth century changes to the storage 
methods and the transport of grain. Prior to introduction of bulk storage and handling, grain was transported in hessian 
bags. HERCON criteria A & F



They are of social significance for their association with the economic life of this grain-growing area. They are a 
longstanding feature in this important local wheat growing region. HERCON criterion G



      



The silos are of aesthetic significance for their landmark qualities. They are striking sculptural features in the grain 
growing plains. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2195 Midland Highway COSGROVE SOUTH

Address 2195 Midland Highway COSGROVE SOUTH Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Interwar bungalow is a good regional representative example of an Interwar bungalow. It has a large hipped 
corrugated galvanised roof with gablet vents. The masonry chimneys contribute to its aesthetic significance. The roof 
falls in an unbroken line to create a return verandah. There is a breakfront in the verandah roof to mark the front entrance. 
The verandah posts are not original. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Interwar Bungalow at 2195 Midland Highway, Cosgrove South is significant.



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its Interwar Bungalow architecture. The setting provided by 
the grounds surrounding the house contributes to its significance.



      



How is it Significant?



The house is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.



   



   



Why is it Significant? 



2195 Midland Highway is of historic significance for its association with the agricultural development of Cosgrove 
South. HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance for its representative Interwar Bungalow farmstead architecture. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2680 Midland Highway COSGROVE SOUTH 
(Gowangardie Weir)

Address 2680 Midland Road  COSGROVE SOUTH Significance Level Local

Place Type Weir

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
In response to selection in the 1870s extending to the drier areas of the northern plains, and a drought between 1877 and 
1881, a Water Conservancy Board was appointed by the Victorian Government in September 1881 to investigate and 
report on the feasibility of providing water supplies to the northern plains for domestic and stock use. The general 
recommendation of this investigation was to use the waters of the rivers passing through the region within their own 
basins, and to conserve supplies for dry summers in the watercourses with dams and weirs.

 

To this end two weirs were planned for the Broken River. The first weir, to be known as Pine Lodge Creek Weir, was to 
divert water to Pine Lodge Creek for domestic and stock supply to the Shepparton, Numurkah and Tungamah Districts, as 
well as to the Shepparton Township. The other, which was to become known as Casey's Weir, was to divert water to the 
Broken Creek, which passes through Tungamah, Katamatite and Numurkah, 8 km below Benalla. This work was to be 
undertaken by the Shire of Shepparton Waterworks Trust which was established in October 1882.

 

However, when the Pine Lodge Creek site was surveyed by the Trust it was found to be unsuitable, and another location 
with better foundation qualities was recommended. Despite this, the then Minister of Water Supply refused to change the 
location and the Trust was compelled to use the original site in order to receive the funding. (Source [Hermes 13103] 
Data owner Heritage Victoria)



The Pine Lodge weir was constructed in 1884, also by the Shire of Shepparton Waterworks Trust, this being the relevant 
local water supply body at a time when provision of stock and domestic water, and subsequently irrigation water, was 
controlled by local waterworks trusts rather than a central governmental authority, though financed by loans from the 
State government. The Pine Lodge weir suffered flood damage, and when problems continued in spite of a rebuilding, the 
Trust refused to strike a rate for water for the unsatisfactory weir. After much disputation, the Government finally wrote 
off the Trust's debt for the weir, authorised a loan for a new weir, and approved a new site. 



The Gowangardie Weir was constructed in 1897, and was opened in early July that year by Alfred Deakin and Mrs 
William Grattan. The site was then supervised by a caretaker/ranger. A construction controversy about the suitability of 
the use of large stones in the cement died away the next year, as reported by Stuart Murray (by then Chief Engineer of 
Water Supply for Victoria, but previously engineer of the United Echuca and Waranga Waterworks Trust, which covered 
the western Goulburn Valley). 



The 1900 Amending Water Act declared both the Gowangardie Weir and Casey's Weir (built in 1885 and located 27 km 
upstream) to be national works, and placed them under the control of the Board of Land and Works, along with other 
local waterways such as the Broken and Boosey Creeks, lifting a great burden from the Shire of Shepparton and 
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Tungamah Water Trusts, to the chagrin of many other cash-strapped Trusts. 



Maintenance works were undertaken on both the Gowangardie and Casey Weirs in the 1940s and 1950s, with Casey's 
Weir gaining an off-take structure in 1956/7.

 



Gowangardie Weir provided for diversion to the East Shepparton Stock and Domestic System for over a century; the 
original structure has undergone several additions, alterations and repairs. This scheme will be replaced in late 2014 or 
early 2015 by the Cosgrove Stock and Domestic Pipeline, a wholly piped scheme from Tungamah, rendering the 
Gowangardie Weir and its open channel system obsolete.



Gowangardie Weir does not include a fish-way, and this prevents fish movement from the lower to the upper Broken 
River.



 References: 



CS Martin, Irrigation and closer settlement in the Shepparton district 1836-1906, Carlton, 1955.



 Bendigo Advertiser, 10 July 1897.



 Euroa Advertiser, 8 April 1898, 6 May 1898, 10 June 1898, and 24 June 1898.



 North Eastern Ensign, 31 May 1901.



 Shepparton Advertiser, 12 October 1916. 



Sue Wallace, Shepparton Shire Reflections 1879-1979, Shepparton, 1979.



Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1905, No 36.

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Gowangardie Weir is a mass concrete diversion weir approximately 30km downstream (west) of Benalla on the Broken 
River. The body of the weir is approximately 70 metres in length with a small central outlet pipe. The cross-section of the 
structure is typical of a concrete gravity structure, with vertical upstream face and angled downstream face. The concrete 
main wall is 4m high and is founded on rock. The spillway for moderate level flow is located at the centre of the wall and 
is approximately 10m wide. The irrigation channel is located to the north of the weir spillway structure, re-directing water 
from the main pool. A plaque commemorates the opening. Pumps to supply Dookie Agricultural College are also located 
on this bank approximately 1km up stream from the weir. A wing wall of concrete with stone pitching to the slopes is 
located on the downside of this end of the weir to protect the bank downstream. To the south the weir overflows onto a 
shallow apron and is diverted to overflow a small wall perpendicular to the main wall at a lower level. This was probably 
intended to keep flow in the main channel and away from the southern downstream banks. The weir pool extends over 4 
kilometres. There are remnants of timber posts set into the north downstream bank. 


Statement of Significance 
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What is Significant?



The Gowangardie Weir, including the spillway, the outflow, the main pool and the small apron wall and the overflow 
structure, is of significance. 



      



How is it Significant?



The Gowangardie Weir is of local historic, social, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of 
Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



   



   



The Gowangardie Weir is of historic, social and technical significance as it is one of the few surviving 19th-century 
irrigation weirs. 



Its construction methods are characteristic of weirs of the period and provide technical insight into their design. 



      



It is associated with the early development of irrigation in Victoria. The weir was opened by Alfred Deakin. HERCON 
criteria A, G, F



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its large pool of water and the surrounding vegetation. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2415 River Road COSGROVE SOUTH  (Gowangardie 
Homestead)

Address 2415 River Road  COSGROVE SOUTH Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
The earliest section of Gowangardie homestead was constructed by Humphrey Grattan soon after he acquired the station 
in 1860. Extant buildings to that time had consisted of 'a good station hut, men's huts, and five out-station huts.'[1]



The homestead was constructed in a number of stages, the earliest probably the section surrounding the courtyard, 
followed by the larger rooms facing the west; the additional living quarters on the south were added some time in the 
second half of the twentieth century, and the addition to the north in the 1990s. 



The Gowangardie Run of 16,400ha [40,000 acres] had been first taken up in 1840 by John Howe, followed by Edward 
Grimes (June 1841), George Allan (July 1847), HWH Smythe and Jessie Smythe administratrix (June 1852), Richard 
Hale Budd (Dec 1853), and Hugh Glass in September 1856. 



Humphrey Grattan, Irish-born son of an Anglican clergyman, took over Gowangardie and the neighbouring run, 
Caniambo, in July 1860. He divested himself of the latter seven years later, but retained Gowangardie, progressively 
purchasing more land: 1082 ha [2640 acres] by 1871, 1848 ha [4507 acres] at Gowangardie and Tamleugh by 1879, and 
2308 ha [5629 acres] by 1888.[2] As was widespread among squatters, these purchases were largely through the 
certificate system [3], by which squatters conspired to (legally) defeat the 'unlock the land' thrust of the 1865 Land Act, 
although some land was purchased from selectors.



Grattan was an astute businessman and a successful pastoralist, progressive and involved in his agricultural enterprises, 
producing prime stock which often topped the markets.



He became the much-loved squire and father figure of the area. He was an ardent sportsman, holding annual hare 
coursing matches at Gowangardie. These attracted up to 600 people, including at times 300 on horseback, for the chase 
and for the generous midday spread. Grattan and his wife opened fetes and other local events, and delivered boxes of fruit 
from their orchard to local schools.



Humphrey Grattan contributed to the establishment of Christ Church of England at Caniambo in 1889, and was a 
continuing committee member of the church. He was also a respected Justice of the Peace. 



Humphey Grattan died at the homestead on 24 January 1907, much-lauded. The Kilmore Free Press wrote of 'a old 
colonist, an excellent stamp of pioneer, and a man much esteemed amongst his neighbours.'[4] The Euroa Advertiser 
noted that Grattan was 'known for hospitality and liberal-mindedness which won him general popularity'[5], and his help 
for selectors was commented on.
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Grattan and his wife Sophia, who predeceased him in 1887, are buried in the local Gowangardie cemetery, of which he 
had been a Trustee from its inception in 1882 until his death, a role then taken over by his son. Sophia's grave is marked 
by an imposing marble obelisk, Grattan's lost among vegetation.



Humphrey Grattan's only child, son William, MLA for Shepparton and Euroa from 1892 to 1897, inherited Gowangardie 
at his father's death. He moved to Melbourne in 1907, leaving Gowangardie in the hands of a manager, although he 
retained a continuing interest in agriculture and in the property[6]. William and his wife continued to support local 
institutions, including the Church of England, local Red Cross and the Caniambo State School. 



At William's death on 1917, Gowangardie (by then reducd to 1512 ha [3687 acres]), along with Grattan's tandem 
property Feltrim (1911 ha [4660 acres] on the Honeysuckle Creek) was put up for sale. The Gowangardie homestead was 
described at this time as having '14 large and commodious rooms, with water laid on, telephone connection, and every 
convenience, surrounded by a well-laid-out garden.' Improvements consisted of a large brick stable, motor shed, men's 
quarters, brick woolshed, sheep yards, dip, large iron barn, and 18 ha [45 acres] of fruit trees and vines.[7]



William Grattan's widow and family were farewelled from the district with a family social and concert in the Caniambo 
Hall in January 1920, the newspaper report concluding with the district's regret at the family's departure after six 
decades: 'All feel sad to think that an old Gowangardie family has gone from our midst.'[8]



Gowangardie was purchased by the Closer Settlement Board for soldier settlement in late 1919[9]. However the soldiers 
'one by one gave up their holdings', as the Euroa Advertiser baldly noted, and the scheme largely failed.[10] The 
homestead, on a holding of 677 ha [1652 acres], was put up for sale by tender in April 1925, and purchased by well-to-do 
Elsternwick auctioneer WB Tonks. Tonks sold the property in 1948.



[1] Argus, 28 January1856, p. 8.



[2]http://www.kenbone.net/genealogy1/n_7.html#4



[3]Argus, 9 October 1866, page 6.



[4] Kilmore Free Press, 31 January 1907, p.3.



[5]Euroa Advertiser, 1 February 1907, p. 3.



[6] Australasian, 21 September 1918, p. 58



[7] Euroa Advertiser, 30 January 1920, p. 4



[8] Euroa Advertiser, 30 January 1920, p. 4



[9] North Eastern Ensign, 17 July 1883, p. 2



[10] Argus, 15 March 1926, p. 18

Description 

 
Physical Description 
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The brick homestead has been added to since it was originally constructed. The original homestead demonstrates typical 
architectural characteristics from the period. This includes the sash windows, the hipped corrugated metal clad roof, the 
brick chimney and the verandah. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Gowangardie Homestead is significant. This includes all the original features and the chimney. The extensive garden 
setting contributes to its significance. The later additions are not significant. 



   



   



How is it Significant?



It is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significant? 



It is of historic significance as the site of early agricultural development. It is one of only two squatter-built homesteads 
in the municipality. The property is associated with early pioneers. 



      



It is of historic significance for its association with Humphrey Grattan, Irish-born and son of an Anglican clergyman, 
Grattan came to Victoria from Liverpool as a cabin passenger in August 1853. Grattan was a community minded pioneer 
and he helped establish the local Anglican Church. He ran a number of sporting events, he was a Justice of the Peace and 
well known for his liberal attitudes. HERCON criterion A



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its representative 1860s architecture. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1252 Baulch Road DHURRINGILE (Camp 2 Prisoner 
of War Camp)

Address 1252 Baulch Road DHURRINGILE Significance Level Local

Place Type Prisoner of War Camp

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI Yes PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
During World War 2, seven camps housing prisoners of war and internees were established in the 
Tatura/Murchison/Rushworth area. The camps were situated in the Goulburn Valley as food was plentiful, there was 
good road and rail access, and a reliable supply of water from the Waranga Basin.



Three prisoner of war camps housed enemy servicemen captured in various theatres of war around the world and 
transported to Australia for the duration of the war, and four internment camps contained civilians living in Australia or 
other Allied territories and countries at the outbreak of war, or in territories taken in the fighting, who were deemed to be 
a security risk because of their nationality. 



This was the largest group of such camps set up in Australia, a unique concentration. The camps held about 4,000-8,000 
people at any one time. Camps 3 and 4 were the only camps in Australia to have held women and children.



Camp 2 was opened in September 1940 on requisitioned land owned by James Henry Erwen (Allotment 106, Parish of 
Murchison North, County of Rodney) after the larger Camp 1 had been established in January or February: these camps 
were located south-west of Tatura less than two kilometers from each other. Both held male internees, mainly Germans 
and Italians, with Jewish internees being concentrated in Camp 2. Camps 3 and 4 near Rushworth accommodated 
internee families (Germans, Italians, other Europeans, Japanese and 'Asiatics') and Camp 13 near Murchison, with 
associated wood-cutting camp at Graytown, contained German and Italian POWs and, after the Cowra breakout, Japanese 
POWs also. The Dhurringile mansion held internees for a short time, then solely German officer POWs and their 
batmen.Camp 1 became the Army headquarters for the internment camps, although it eventually housed the hospital and 
dental headquarters for all seven camps of the group.



Camp 2, like the other camps, consisted predominantly of what were known colloquially as 'Army huts', largely the 
Australian military's P1 series of standard, low cost, serially designed, wooden framed and corrugated iron-clad 
buildings, simple rectangular boxes measuring 18m by 6 m with a gabled roof and a door at one end. Each hut 
accommodated approximately twenty men. In Camp 2 around fifty of these buildings were arranged in a loose V 
formation within a barbed wire-enclosed area shaped like a rough pentagon and divided into two compounds, outside of 
which was a two-cell gaol block. In addition, a recreation hut, kitchen and mess huts, and ablution blocks were provided. 
Internally the buildings were unlined. A Kosher kitchen was established for the internees. 



The practice was that internees elected a leader, and various cleaning, cooking and basic maintenance tasks were 
apportioned to groups and individuals. Internees also organised a wide range of activities, including education, art, 
theatre, music, craft work, sport and gardening (there were two acres of garden at Camp 2). Camp 2 also boasted a tennis 
court and golf course. The camps were all adequately supplied with food, and treatment by guards was generally deemed 
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to be good. 



Camp 2 was the main home of the 'Dunera boys,' internees who were sent to Australia from Britain on a hired vessel, the 
Dunera, in September 1940 in what a BBC program described as 'by far the best known (and most notorious) instance of 
wartime internment from Britain'. Conditions on the overcrowded ship were appalling, and the behaviour of the British 
guards sometimes brutal. Some 2,000 of those transported on the Dunera were Jewish refugees aged 16 to 60 who had 
escaped to Britain from Nazi Germany in the 1930s only to be interned as enemy aliens in camps in Britain in mid-1940, 
in what Winston Churchill later admitted was a 'deplorable and regrettable mistake.' Some had already been to sea but 
their ship, the Arandora Star, had been torpedoed with great loss of life. With them were genuine prisoners of war, along 
with 200 Italian fascists and 251 German Nazis. The Jewish internees were first held at Hay, then moved to Tatura. 



Although later offered repatriation to Britain, many of the Jewish refugees remained in Australia, a great influx of 
academic and artistic talent; a number became associated with the University of Melbourne. Among the Dunera boys at 
Camp 2 was Dr Leonhard Adam, a judge and a lecturer in ethnological jurisprudence and primitive law during the 
Weimar period. Moving to England after being disbarred from the courts in Germany and told to leave the country, he 
was given a lectureship at the London School of Economics, and in 1940 Penguin printed his seminal Primitive Art. As 
Camps experts Arthur and Lurline Knee note, Adam was responsible, with a group of other academics, for establishing 
an educational system for the younger internees at Camp 2, the 'Collegium Taturense,' of which Adam became 'pro-
rector.' Its status earned recognition at Melbourne University, and successful graduates of the camp college were able to 
gain access to courses at the University when released after the war. Further, a number of the highly qualified lecturers at 
Collegium Taturense gained lectureships at the Universities of Melbourne and NSW immediately on release. 
Distinguished Australian historian Ken Inglis comments that some of the art history lectures at the Tatura camps were 
more learned than any on offer outside the barbed wire. 



Numerous books have been written and films made about the Dunera boys and their treatment during the voyage to 
Australia and their life in the internment camps. The group set up their own Dunera Association, now consisting mainly 
of their descendants: it meets regularly in Melbourne, less frequently in Sydney, and makes an annual trip to the Tatura 
Museum, many members visiting the site of Camp 2. 



After the war ended, the final closure of Camp 2 seems to have occurred between 1946 and 1947. All the camps were 
dismantled, so that physical evidence is patchy, varying between the Camp sites, and the sites were advertised for sale.



Huts were sold to district returned soldiers or purchased by firms and businesses. Many were sold, like the excess from 
Army bases such as Puckapunyal, to local farmers, and became a characteristic sight on district farms.



Like most of the camp sites, the former Camp 2 is now on private property. 



The only German War Cemetery in Australia (VHR H234, HO121) is located adjacent to the Tatura cemetery, and an 
Ossario at Murchison cemetery houses the remains of 130 Italian POWs and internees who died on Australian soil.



In 1984, the newly formed Tatura & District Historical Society identified the seven World War 2 camps as of 
significant historical importance for the district. The Society opened the Bill Doller Room in 1991 to house their 
collection on these camps.



 References: 



Patrick Miller, A Little Marvel in Timber and Tin - the Military P1 Hut of the Second World War, Heritage Victoria, 
2007, accessed 16 March 2017 at 
http://dpcd.vic.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0008/133784/P1_Huts_paper_1215475667732.pdf
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The site of Camp 2 is now lightly treed, and is utilized for grazing. From the air, the western edges of the uneven 
pentagon shape of the compound area are visible. 



Various standing structures and archaeological remains are located at the site. 



The brick walls of the twin-celled gaol remain. There are deep earthen pit latrines, some with the remnants of tin toilet 
seats above, some with concrete lids intact. Concrete slabs mark the kitchen and ablutions buildings, and nearby are the 
remains of a Coolgardie safe. 



Various posts remain, and the stone edging of paths created by the internees. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



Camp 2 was opened in September 1940 on requisitioned land owned by James Henry Erwen (Allotment 106, Parish of 
Murchison North, County of Rodney) after the larger Camp 1 had been established in January or February. 



Features that contribute to the significance of the place include: the brick walls of the twin-celled gaol, the deep earthen 
pit latrines, (with the remnants of tin toilet seats above,and the intact concrete lids), the concrete slabs (these mark the 
kitchen and ablutions buildings), and the remains of a Coolgardie safe. 



Other features that are also of significance include the any remaining posts, and the stone edging of paths created by the 
internees.



 How is it Significant? 



The former Camp 2 is of local historic, social, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 
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 Why is it Significant? 



Camp 2 is of historic significance for its association with the Australian internment policy of the first half of the twentieth 
century. Camp 2 was the second of eighteen purpose-built camps, a number of which were constructed in the Goulburn 
Valley. The ruins and the landscape illustrate clearly the physical environment faced by internees and the organisational 
arrangements of aWorld War II internment camp. HERCON criterion A



Camp 2 is of historic and social significance for its association with the 'Dunera boys,' internees who were sent to 
Australia from Britain on a hired vessel, the Dunera, in September 1940 in what a BBC program described as 'by far the 
best known (and most notorious) instance of wartime internment from Britain'. With them were genuine prisoners of war, 
along with 200 Italian fascists and 251 German Nazis. The Jewish internees were first held at Hay, then moved to Tatura. 
HERCON criteria A & G



Camp 2 is of aesthetic for its remnant features and the lightly treed landscape. These features combine to contribute to an 
appreciation of the hardship and privations that were part of camp life. HERCON criterion E



Camp 2 is of technical significance as the remnant features and the archaeology of the site contribute to an understanding 
of the planning principles that guided the establishment of the camps. HERCON criterion F
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 450 Kiota Road  DHURRINGILE

Address 450 Kiota Road  DHURRINGILE Significance Level Local

Place Type Barracks & housing

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Mid-Twentieth Century (1940-
60) Austerity

History and Historical Context 

 
The Second World War presented Australian defence planners with a huge logistical problem in relation to 
accommodation for personnel. The solution they arrived at was neat and inexpensive - the P1 hut. Using readily available 
building materials and easily understood building techniques, tens of thousands of these huts were built by civil 
contractors across Australia in the period 1939-1945. Although designed as temporary accommodation their adaptability 
and inherent strength made them the backbone of military accommodation for 50 years and many are still in use today.



The Australian 'P' series of huts was designed to cover all the personnel accommodation requirements of the military. 
The series was centred around a basic module - the 'P1 Sleeping or Stores Hut' - which was then modified to produce 
messes, guard huts, canteens, medical aid posts, dental surgeries, recreation huts, classrooms, and offices. Further 
modifications produced ablutions, showers, latrines, laundries, offices and stores.



The P1 was designed for construction by civilian contractors using freely available local materials and in a style familiar 
to all Australian builders. The contractors operated from a site plan which nominated the location of the various types 
around the camps, and from a set of standard construction plans for each type.



The 'P1 Sleeping or Stores Hut' that formed the basis of this series was a timber framed building on stumps in the 
traditional Australian manner. All the scantlings were common mill sizes and were the accepted dimensions for a 
building of its size. The red-gum or jarrah stumps were seated on sole plates and were given galvanised iron ant-caps. 
The stumps were joined longitudinally by bearers which in turn were crossed by floor joists. The floors were of tongue 
and groove hardwood boards. The walls, which were built onto the platform created by the completed floor, were of studs 
between plates and were nogged and braced. There were five window openings on each long wall.



At each end of the building was a pair of ledged and braced doors of vertical, v-notched, tongue and groove boards. The 
walls were clad externally with whichever material was considered to be most locally advantageous, but was 
predominantly horizontal, corrugated galvanised iron left unpainted. A ventilation gap covered with birdmesh was left at 
the top of the walls. Roofs were clad with either corrugated galvanised iron or asbestos cement. Internally the buildings 
were unlined and unfurnished except for a row of clothes-hooks.



      



The use of a P1 hut on a rural property was characteristic of the Post War period. Building materials were rationed and 
the P1 huts became surplus to Army requirements and were sold to the public. These huts were once common but are 
becoming increasingly rare in the landscape.
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Reference:



Patrick Miller A Little Marvel in Timber and Tin - the Military P1 Hut of the Second World War, Heritage Victoria, 2007. 
http://dpcd.vic.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0008/133784/P1_Huts_paper_1215475667732.pdf

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The original P1 huts were unlined timber framed huts clad in corrugated galvanised metal. The roof was either clad with 
corrugated galvanised metal or corrugated asbestos cement roofing. The original layout was for a 20 man sleeping hut 
without partitions. Officer accommodation had separate cubicles within each hut. The huts were constructed with timber 
stumps. The finishes on the huts were quite specific - the metal was not to be painted but the timber could be oiled. 



The P1 hut at 450 Kiota Road, Dhurringile has a gable roof with a low pitch. The cladding is corrugated metal and many 
of the windows have survived. This P1 hut still retains the essential characteristics of the original P1 hut. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The former P1 Army hut at 450 Kiota Road, Dhurringile is significant. 



How is it Significant?



The former P1 hut is of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The former P1 hut is of historic significance as a representative example of the re-use of surplus army buildings in the 
post war period. During this period, after the end of World War 2, building materials were rationed and in very short 
supply. Excess Army buildings were put up for sale and taken up by many in the rural areas. The P1 huts were an ideal 
scale for outbuildings such as shearing sheds and storage sheds. They are a lightweight construction and therefore were 
readily relocatable. These structures were once a common feature in this region but are increasingly rare as the ravages of 
time and poor maintenance have meant many have been scrapped. HERCON criteria A & B



They are of technical significance for their lightweight construction. HERCON criterion F



The former P1 hut is of aesthetic significance for its rudimentary military design. The huts were constructed with a 
minimal amount of materials as sawn timber, corrugated roofing and flooring were in scarce supply. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 870 Murchison-Tatura Road DHURRINGILE  (stable 
building)

Address 870 Murchison-Tatura Road DHURRINGILE Significance Level Local

Place Type Stables

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  Yes HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
John [Jock] Winter, the son of a blacksmith, arrived in Australia with his family from Scotland in 1841 and settled near 
Ballarat. The discovery of gold on their property transformed the life of the family and provided the basis for sizeable 
investment in large pastoral areas throughout northern Victoria. Three of the four Winter sons who had taken up large 
areas of land in the Goulburn Valley each constructed a substantial home on their land, the grandest of them being 
Noorilim (VHR H0297), built by William Winter in 1878-79 and Dhurringhile, built by James Winter in 1876-77. 



After the great Goulburn flood of 1870 had washed away his original wooden homestead, James Winter selected a site 
away from the river for the construction of a huge new towered brick mansion which he named Dhurringile. The mansion 
was designed by Lloyd Tayler and Wyatt, one of Melbourne's most prominent architectural firms. The style of 
Dhurringile suggests that it was probably designed by Frederick Wyatt as Lloyd Tayler, the more well known of the two, 
was absent from his practice from January 1875 to May 1877 on an extended visit to England. The homestead also had 
extensive stabling, a shearing shed, and other outbuildings, and a manager's residence and stabling some distance from 
the house which may predate the mansion as James Winter had taken up residence there by 1875. The shearing shed was 
reputed to be one of the largest in Victoria. Although often absent from his country property, James Winter was active in 
local community affairs and through his interest in agricultural innovation, markedly increased the stock carrying 
capacity of his property. He bred prize-winning sheep, was a founding member of the Northeastern Pastoral and 
Agricultural Society and served as councillor and later President of the Shire of Waranga in 1873. James Winter died in 
1885 but Dhurringile stayed in the ownership of the Winter family until 1907. 



Dhurringile passed through a number of hands before being purchased in December 1925 by Vincent Vernon Hart. It 
appears that Dhurringile had been vacant for many years and remained unoccupied while in Hart?s ownership. In 1939, 
the Commonwealth government negotiated with Hart to rent the property for use as an internment camp for German and 
Italian aliens. Internees were held at Dhurringile until transferred to other camps early in 1940 and by March 1940, the 
Department of the Interior had vacated the property. in 1941, Dhurringile was taken up by the army for use as a Prisoner 
of War Camp for Germans captured in the Middle East. The Murchison camp consisted of five compounds including the 
Dhurringile homestead which was intended for German officers who were to be given more favourable treatment than 
other ranks. In July 1945, the German prisoners were transferred to other sites and at the end of the war, the site was 
cleared of huts and all other military buildings. 



In 1947, Dhurringile was purchased by the Presbyterian Church for use as a home for immigrant boys from the United 
Kingdom whose fathers had died during the war. The intention was to train the boys in farming methods to prepare them 
for employment. By this time the homestead was in a deteriorating condition and substantial repairs and alterations were 
needed. The Dhurringile Rural Training Farm did not open until 13 June 1951. Life in the home was spartan, difficulties 
were encountered in recruiting boys from Scotland and the scheme had limited success. The Commonwealth Government 
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continued to provide increasing financial support to the home in accordance with an immigration policy to promote 
British migration, but difficulties persisted and a decision was made in 1964 to close the Dhurringile Rural Training 
Farm.



In March 1965, Dhurringile was purchased by Victorian Government Penal Department for use in the rehabilitation of 
alcoholic prisoners. The farm was refenced and the agricultural part of the property rehabilitated to provide a level of self-
support. Prisoners provided labour for extensive repair and alteration works at the mansion. Dhurringile remains a 
minimum security prison, but the house itself accommodates no prisoners and has undergone some restoration and been 
adapted for use as a training centre.



 Sources: 



F O'Neill, & D Taylor.  HM Rehabilitation Centre Dhurringile: A Conservation Analysis . 1995

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The stable buildings are constructed from face brick and the roof isclad with short sheets of galvanised corrugated metal. 
The scale of thisbuilding is of note. The design is predicated on a series of gableroofedsections with decorative timber 
bracket and timber finial to thegableends. Like most 19th century stable buildings, the stables havelimitedopenings to 
prevent drafts and to create a quiet, dim and a relativelycontrolled environment. This was seen as being conducive tothe 
health ofthe horses. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The former brick stables at the former Dhurringile mansion. 



 How is it Significant? 



The brick stables are of historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the State of Victoria.



The brick stables are of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it Significant? 



The stables are of historic significance as they provided tangible physical evidence of the type of outbuildings that were 
associated with the establishment of a pastoral property during the 19th century. 



The stable buildings are potentially earlier than the mansion building, as they are reputed to have been built prior to the 
construction of the mansion c.1875. HERCON criterion A



The brick stables are of architectural signficance for their design. HERCON criterion D



Brick stables are a rare surviving building type in the City of Greater Shepparton. HERCON criterion B
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1065 Murchison-Tatura Road DHURRINGILE

Address 1065 Murchison-Tatura Road DHURRINGILE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Dhurringile locality was within the lands of the Ngurraiillam Aboriginal peoples. 



From 1840 pastoral runs were established in the Goulburn Valley, and the Dhurrinigile district was part of the huge 
Toolamba or Innes pastoral station of 87,801 acres [35,532 hectares], established by David and Alexander Innes and 
gazetted in 1845. Taken over the next year by Henry and Patrick Stevenson, it was acquired in February 1868 by brothers 
John, James and William Winter, who became the largest landowners in northern Victoria. James Winter, the sole 
leaseholder from 2 April 1867, forfeited in November 1877. Winter created 'Dhurringile', his imposing Italianate 
mansion, in 1876-77.



      



Murchison to the south, early gateway town to the Goulburn Valley, was surveyed in 1854, next to the headquarters of 
the former Aboriginal Protectorate: the punt, hotel and store established by vigneron Ludovic Marie in 1853 had 
cemented it as a major crossing point from the central to the north-eastern goldfields. Tatura to the north was proclaimed 
a township in 1874, town allotments first being sold in early 1875. The larger town, it became the service centre for the 
farming families of Dhurringile, as no blacksmith's, hotel or store were ever opened at Dhurringile. 



      



Selectors moved in on James Winter's pastoral run under Section 42 of the Amending Land Act 1865, which limited 
holdings to 160 acres. The Dhurringile area, however, was largely selected under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before 
survey' Act which, by counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the 
small man on the land'. However, with James Winter having amassed a huge area of freehold land, and with only large 
parcels of his former Dhurringile estate being sold off during the first decade or so of the twentieth century, much of the 
locality did not become available for smaller farms until the 1920s, retarding progress in the district.



      



A school was opened in 1917, and a public hall in 1925. A cheese factory operated between 1919 and 1933.



A large influx of population occurred during World War II when internment and prisoner-of-war camps, housing several 
thousand people including families, were established in lightly inhabited areas near the Waranga Basin; the Dhurringile 
homestead housed German officer POWs. In 1965 the Victorian Government purchased the mansion as a minimum-
security prison.
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Dairying became the chief agricultural pursuit in the area. 



   



   



   



1065 Murchison-Tatura Road, Dhurringile



The location of this property was within James Winter's Toolamba pastoral run. By mid-1878, the Victorian Government 
Gazette reported, Winter had purchased 25,351 acres [10,259 ha] of his run.[1] 



      



On 16 April 1907, Winter's trustees (he had died in the UK in 1885) sold 3,840 acres [1554 ha], including the property 
on which this building is located (Allotments 118 and 121, Parish of North Murchison, County of Rodney), to the 
Dhurringile Estate Company Proprietary Limited.[2] A large portion, including the mansion but not this land, was 
transferred to Everard Browne, son of R Browne (novelist Rolf Boldrewood of Robbery Under Arms fame), on 14 
December 1910;[3] this transaction was to the forefront locally with the transfer of the iconic building to the son of a well-
known figure.



The 320 acres comprising Allotments 118 and 121 were purchased from the Dhurringile Estate Company Proprietary 
Limited by Erton John McIntyre on 25 May 1928, who carried out dryland farming on the property.[4] It passed to 
Gladys Mary Newton on 24 October 1947.[5]



The house at 1065 Murchison-Tatura Road was built by Gladys' son Colin with skilled labour he brought in; it was the 
second house on the property. His fiancée Mary had enjoyed drawing out the plans for the house they wanted, and her 
elderly great-uncle 'did the measurements and details for the builders.'[6] Colin Newton recalled construction:[7]



We were going to get married and I started to build in 1954. Materials were still hard to get, and so were tradesmen: 
carpenters and bricklayers. An old man, James Richardson, a draughtsman or architect based in Mooroopna, drew up 
the plans. He was finding it hard to get firewood. We had a property at the Waranga Basin [close by on the west], and I 
got him five ton of wood to keep him warm. He offered to do the plans for the new house.



My father and I poured the concrete foundations. We found gravel from our land at the Basin: it was washed up from the 
gravelly land around, and was well-washed and clean and hard. The house was built in stages. I'd get a load of bricks, 
then another later, and so on. The bricks, clinkers, were made in Shepparton by Erskine Brothers, and Steve Lovell and 
Bill O'Sullivan were the bricklayers. We wanted white bands around the house-we had been looking around-and those 
white bricks were the ones that weren't burnt. They had to be packed tight in the kiln to keep them white: the boss at the 
brickworks caught me picking them over. The first band was about four feet up, two thick, all on their side, then there 
were six red, then a single row of whites, then five or six rows of red, and another double band of white, with a white star 
facing south-east on the chimney. We built the house on the angle so each room would get sun.



The roof iron was very thick, good quality. A neighbour said he could get me tiles for less than the price of iron, but Alec 
McDonald said he'd get iron. Emmett's in Stanhope had this heavy iron-it had been stacked under something-for rolling 
for tanks, and that's what we bought. I did the wrought iron on the verandahs myself: I liked doing that sort of thing. 
Doors were very hard to come by. Mary's father had got some timber from Wright Brothers in Footscray, and we found 
they could supply doors. They had a number of designs, and they were also able to fit some up with glass panels for me. I 
was lucky to get windows: Alan Milne from Tatura made those. The house was not quite finished when we married in 
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May 1956 and moved into it. We called it Carinya, which is supposed to mean 'peaceful home'.



McIntyre who had the place before us hadn't set it up for irrigation; we did that. We were producing fat lambs and 
lucerne, were cropping, and had a few cattle. I also went into growing vegies and tomatoes at various times: we had five 
sharefarmers.



Mary Newton planned the garden. She described that, and later changes:[8] 



We designed the garden with a big oval driveway, welcoming, and we planted a claret ash in the centre, and Floribunda 
roses all around the oval drive. We planted many trees: a golden cypress, a Cootamundra wattle, an oak tree, a hedge of 
photinias, and many prunus trees. That made it look much better, because it had trees right round. We had a white fence 
all around the house, with timber posts and top rails, and wire netting. And a big vegie garden. We also planted shade 
trees on the farm.



In the mid sixties we built a separate double garage and games room in the same bricks and trim, and later we built in, 
properly in brick, what we called the north verandah [north-west] to make a spare bedroom, sewing room and office. It 
was a house built with a lot of love.



The property had been transferred to Colin Newton on 15 October 1958.[9] The Newtons sold to father and son Guiseppe 
and Michael Paglia on 19 January 1973.[10]



      



The house is in very good condition and is configured externally as the Newton family left it.



[1] Riverine Herald, 4 June 1878, p. 2 



[2] Title: Vol 3206 Fol 641119



[3] Ibid.



[4] Title: Vol 4780 Fol 955919



[5] Title: Vol 5414 Vol 1082604



[6] Mary Newton, personal communication, 25 November 2016



[7] Colin Newton, personal communication, 23 November 2016



      



[8] Mary Newton, personal communication, 26 November 2016



[9] Title: Vol 5414 Vol 1082604



[10] Ibid.
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Physical Description 

 
The homestead at 1065 Murchison-Tatura Road demonstrates many of the architectural characteristics associated with 
this period of building. The construction and design was informed to a degree by the type of materials that were available 
during the post war period. This includes the types of bricks, the roofing iron and some of the timber joinery. The facade 
is distinguished by a gable and a return verandah. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The homestead at 1065 Murchison Road, Dhurringile is significant.



How is it Significant?



The homestead is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?



The homestead is of historic significance as being representative of the character of development that occurred in the 
region during the post war period. This economic period is marked by the growth of the agricultural sector. HERCON 
criterion A



The homestead is of aesthetic significance for its representative architecture. The scale and construction type is 
representative of the post war period and the impact of rationing of some building materials. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 7 Baldock Street  DOOKIE (Railway Land) (Silo)

Address 7 Baldock Street  DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Silo

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Grain was first transported by rail in bagged form, being loaded into open wagons. By the 1930s, Victoria recognised, 
decades after most other grain-producing and grain-importing areas in the world, that moving individual bags of wheat 
was extremely inefficient. Western Australia and NSW already employed bulk handling, the latter having built 
substantial concrete silos from 1920-21. Victoria had mooted such a scheme towards the end of World War One, but it 
had lapsed. The Grain Elevators Board of Victoria was finally established in 1934 ('elevator' meaning the silo, following 
USA and Canadian nomenclature). It aimed to establish 138 silos throughout the grain-producing areas of the state. Bulk 
handling would give protection from vermin, disease and pests, and also reduce costs: it was estimated in 1939 that bulk 
handling would save growers three pence per bushel, given the high cost of the (largely imported) jute sacks and the cost 
of sewing up the sacks. 



Dookie and its companion silos on the Shepparton-Dookie-Katamatite rail line (Pine Lodge and Cosgrove within City of 
Greater Shepparton, and Yabba North, Youanmite and Katamatite in Moira Shire) were part of the 'north-central' group 
of fourteen silos built from 1941, the other eight being located close by, on the Shepparton-Cobram rail line 
(Tallygaroopna, Wunghu, Numurkah, Katunga and Cobram), and on the Numurkah-Picola line (Waaia, Nathalia and 
Picola). The north-central silos were built as part of the second tranche of silos Victoria-wide, the Eastern or 
Williamstown section consisting of sixty-one silos in total. The first tranche had been the Western or Geelong section, 
constructed on and west of the Mildura rail line, serving the great grain-producing areas of the Mallee and Wimmera. The 
intention was to have the Western section silos feed a new bulk grain-handling port facility at Geelong, while those east 
of the Mildura rail line would feed a similar facility at Williamstown. Although the Grain Elevators Board began work on 
the Williamstown port silos in 1937-38 (the foundations still exist, Heritage Inventory Number H7822-0395 and Hermes 
Number 13693), the complex never eventuated, as the site was abandoned in favour of Geelong. Some silos on the 
Western section were in operation during the 1939-40 season, but tenders had not yet gone out for the Eastern section.



Concrete grain silos in Victoria fall into two types corresponding to the two largely separate if contiguous periods of 
construction, and described by the intended destination of wheat from those silos. Those built earlier in the west of the 
state are of the 'Geelong' type, recognisable by the gabled roof of the central section; those east of the Mildura line are 
known as 'Williamstown' silos. The north central silos, including that at Dookie, are thus of the latter type. Williamstown 
silos came in four capacities: 68,000, 100,000, 115,000 and 135,000 bushels, with single or double receival hoppers. 



Some time in late July or August 1940 tenders were put out for the sixty-one Eastern silos, including the fourteen in the 
north east. Total capacity of the sixty-one was to be 5,648,000 bushels. The Railways Construction Branch of the Board 
of Land and Works won the tender with a bid of £289,497. The pace of construction would depend on the supply of raw 
materials (affected by the war), particularly reinforcing steel, it was noted. Construction on the second tranche of silos 
began in November 1940.
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The Shepparton Advertiser announced on 2 May 1941 that contracts for the Dookie, Cosgrove, Pine Lodge and 
Tallygaroopna silos had been let; possibly this was a sub-contract to the Railways Construction Branch. On 5 June 1941 
the proposed site at Dookie station was inspected and found suitable, and commencement was mooted for August. It was 
noted that the suggested weighbridge site might not allow sufficient room for farm wagons to turn. That matter was left 
with the Shire Councillors, any change to be brought up with the Grain Elevators Board (it was incorrectly sited, and the 
Board in February 1942 contributed £15 to relocation of the weighbridge). Tests carried out in early July 1941 showed 
that water was found at Dookie at ten feet, and it was necessary to go to 23 feet to secure suitable foundations. 



The north central silos were not all completed as anticipated by the end of 1941, the Grain Elevators Board notifying the 
communities that due to war conditions, the Dookie silo, along with those at Cosgrove and Pine Lodge, would not receive 
wheat for the season 1941-42. Construction was proceeding at Dookie and Cosgrove in February 1942. 



Les Earl, resident as a child in the decommissioned Cashel Bank (Hermes No 156139) east of Dookie, remembers that his 
father Ted (Edgar), skilled in carpentry and quarrying, was directed to return from his employment at a Beechworth 
quarry by the newly-established Commonwealth Directorate of Manpower in early 1942 to oversee the gang setting up 
the scaffolding and formwork for the silos on the Shepparton-Dookie-Katamatite rail line, including at Dookie. 
Formwork and concreting on the silos proceeded in rings three feet in height. Briefly called up but sent home due to heart 
problems, Ted Earl was next placed in charge of the installation of the Kelly and Lewis engines (probably 25hp Bulldog-
style engines) which powered the elevators, in the Yabba North and Katamatite silos further down the line, and at 
Tallygaroopna and Waaia on the Cobram and Picola lines just to the north. Belts were not obtainable for the engines due 
to war exigencies, and they resorted to splicing ropes. He was then put to on the water problem faced at the Dookie silo 
and its neighbours, Cosgrove and Pine Lodge, and also Katamatite. The grain receival pits were inspected and wet spots 
painstakingly dealt with.



In April 1942 tenders were called for the metalling or gravelling of the approaches to the Dookie, Pine Lodge and 
Cosgrove silos, 120 cubic yards of material needed at each site.



The first wheat was received at the Dookie silo during the 1942-43 season. The majority of farmers soon moved to bulk 
handling, local contractors using all manner of tip-trucks, including gravel trucks, to move the harvest, as war had made 
new purpose-built vehicles unobtainable. A minority still used bags, now not sewn up. The capacity of the Dookie silo 
was 68,000 bushels, it appears. 



At times, the weight of delivered grain was disputed by farmers, and in August 1944, the Board wrote asking if 
Shepparton Council would delegate control over the Dookie weighbridge, along with those at Cosgrove, Pine Lodge and 
Tallygaroopna, to the Board for the 1944-45 season: the Board would make its testing and repair service available on the 
same terms and conditions as in previous years. The request was granted and the offer to have the weighbridges tested 
accepted.



February 1947 saw the Dookie branch of the Victorian Wheat and Wool Growers' Association clamouring for a bulk 
storage facility at Shepparton to relieve congestion at the local silos, arguing that this could constitute the basis for a local 
secondary industry. Harvesting was taking a shorter time, and the Board blamed congestion on the railways for failure to 
supply enough wagons when needed. In January 1949 congestion at silos on the Dookie-Katamatite line threatened to 
hold up harvesting, already delayed due to wet weather; 2500 tons of grain were being moved daily, local farmers had 
been on a delivery quota, and one suggested solution, that farmers build their own storages, had failed due to lack of 
materials. The situation was partly alleviated when three special wheat trains were put on daily in the second week of 
February. The Board was consistently reluctant to extend facilities in this period.



Some of the years of highest wheat receival at Dookie's Williamstown silo include 1948-49 (6514.53 tonnes), 1949-50 
(5418.60 tonnes) and 1962-63 (7588.30 tonnes). The years of lowest wheat receivals were 1942-43 (2064.67 tonnes), 
1943-44 (1527.51 tonnes), 1944-45 (24.39 tonnes), and 1956-57 (268.85 tonnes). 
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In around 1960, the metal annexe (Ascom brand) was added, and in 1963 the large 'million bushel' receival complex was 
built by Ascom on railway land to the west. In 1987 the rail line was completely renewed to Dookie to enable grain to be 
carried in the large 55 tonne grain-handling rail trucks. Rail freight services on the line ceased around 2009.



The Williamstown concrete silo at Dookie is now used only infrequently, with grain despatched from it by truck. The 
'million bushel' large sub-terminal is now a major receival and storage site; that facility, and the parallel facility at 
Murchison, are now the only such depots in the municipality. Both are conducted by GrainCorp, the large agribusiness 
successor to the Grain Elevators Board and its relatively short-lived privatised offspring, Vicgrain. Both depots are now 
serviced by road, not rail, around 50% of this region's grain going to the local market for stockfeed production, cooking 
oil, etc.



 References: 



http://www.elthammrc.org.au/images/stories/Silo_Williamstown_300dpi.gif



Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H0791 Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store, Wimmera Highway, East of 
Murtoa.



http://railgallery.wongm.com/infrastructure/silos/page/2/ 



Dookie Centenary Committee, Dookie: the years to 1988, Shepparton, 1988
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 Shepparton Advertiser, 8 August 1944, P. 4



 Shepparton Advertiser, 4 February 1947, p. 1



 Shepparton Advertiser, 14 January 1949, p. 6
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Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
This 'Williamstown' type two-cell grain silo is located within railway land at Dookie alongside the now unused section 
of rail track from which goods trains formerly carried away the bulk grain. It consists of two tall cylindrical concrete cells 
or bins for bulk grain storage, connected by a taller central section which contains the elevator and the engine to power 
it.



A sub-surface concrete receival hopper, possibly much modified, with a metal hatch, is to be found on the non-rail line 
side, and there is a small loading platform on the rail side, along with three angled metal loading spouts which fed the rail 
trucks, with their enclosed metal ladders allowing access to the egress points of the grain from the silo. A further loading 
spout to allow stored grain to be taken by truck from on or near the receival hopper projects from the non-rail side of the 
silo, a later modification. An auger and sundry pieces of equipment lie around the site.



      



The Williamstown silo is connected to the later Ascom metal silo dating to around 1960. 



      



The remains of the central pivot point of a former locomotive turntable are located in railway land across the rail lines to 
the west of the silo. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The concrete grain silos and the Ascom metal silo.



The setting provided by the open concrete apron and the remnant rail infrastructure contributes to its significance. 



   



   



How is it Significant?



The silos are of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



The silos are of historic significance for their association with the massive expansion in Australia's wheat growing 
capacity in the mid 20th century. This created major handling and marketing challenges. HERCON criterion A
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The silos are of historic and technical significance for their association with mid twentieth century changes to the storage 
methods and the transport of grain. Prior to introduction of bulk storage and handling, grain was transported in hessian 
bags. HERCON criteria A & F



They are of historical significance for their association with the development of organisations involved in the Victorian 
grain industry, including the Victorian Grain Elevators Board and the Victorian Wheat and Woolgrowers Association, 
and the increasing influence of these organisations on economic policy. HERCON criterion A



      



The silos are of historical significance for their association with the combined impact of the Second World War and 
Australia's remote geographic location on Victoria's wheat trade, and which highlighted the need for bulk storage. 
HERCON criterion A



They are of social significance for their association with the economic life of this grain-growing area. They are a long-
standing feature in this important local grain-growing region. HERCON criterion G



      



The silos are of aesthetic significance for their landmark qualities. They are striking sculptural features in the grain-
growing plains. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 38-48 Baldock Street DOOKIE (Dookie Quarry)

Address 38-48 Baldock Street DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Quarry

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Dookie Quarry



The Dookie Municipal Quarry was opened in late April/early May 1915. The quarry was jointly run by the Shires of 
Shepparton and Rodney and was managed by a quarry committee with councillors appointed from each Shire. The quarry 
supplied gravel for roadwork.



The rock was quarried by boring holes into the face of the quarry with pneumatic drills. Charges were placed in holes and 
set off around noon and in the evening when fewer workers were in the quarry. 



      



The rock was loaded into V shaped rail trolleys (hoppers) either using large pronged forks or by hand. Rock that was too 
large to load was broken up with spalling hammers and chisels. Later a 50 horse power (hp) crude oil engine was used to 
drive a large air compressor for jack hammers to break up the rock. Three hoppers at a time were pulled out from the 
quarry by a horse. These were then sent down the hill to the crusher on the rail line with a quarryman standing on the 
back to operate the foot brake. 



      



After the hoppers were unloaded, they were switched onto the other line and pulled back to the quarry by the horse. The 
crusher was built over the railway line; the rock was crushed, and then elevated up to a perforated rotating cylinder, with 
fine to large grades of road metal (gravel) falling into the designated bins. The different grades of road metal were then 
loaded into rail wagons by opening a trap door under the bin. The crusher was first driven by a steam traction engine and 
later by a 96 hp suction gas engine.



During World War I, labour became an issue, and in particular, the lack of spallers. In 1917, the manager of the quarry 
went to Melbourne to engage spallers.[1] This was not without problems as the spallers complained that they did not have 
housing in Dookie and could not afford to run two houses. [2]



      



Over time the quarry became deeper, and the rock was harder and more difficult to crush. This caused problems and 
expense and the Shires decided to close the quarry in 1934. The crusher was leased to W Orman who opened a small 
quarry on the north side of Mount Major. The crusher continued to cause problems and Orman's quarry and crusher were 
shut down. The Dookie quarry was sold in 1939. The reserve price was not met so the quarry was dispersed in separate 
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lots. The purchaser had a portable crusher and offered to provide metal if needed.[3]



      



In 2013 the quarry had a new purpose when it became the subject of a Regional Arts Victoria Small Towns 
Transformation grant. A group of locals applied for the grant; they were successful and the Dookie Quarry Epitheatre 
project commenced. The central feature of the project was a major arts event held on 4 October 2014 which showcased 
the Dookie quarry.The project included a dusk until dawn event with a canvas of light, sound and performance at the 
quarry. It finished with a midnight feast in the main street, and a film in and around the Dookie Hall.



This art enterprise has become integral to the development of the arts in Dookie with the grant covering the purchasing of 
technical equipment and staging to use as an ongoing legacy in and around the township. 



      



References 



1. SheppartonNews, 15 March 1917, p. 3



2. Kyabram Guardian, 10 July 1917 , p. 3



3. Shepparton Advertiser, 7 July 1939, p.1



The Dookie Years to 1988 Committee, Dookie, the Years to 1988, Shepparton 1988, pp. 128-129 



http://www.rav.net.au/members-and-networks/profile/dookie-arts

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Dookie Quarry demonstrates most of the characteristics associated with these types of quarries. The quarrying 
working methods can be clearly seen on the quarry walls. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Dookie Quarry, 38-48 Baldock Street, Dookie is significant.



This includes the remnant evidence of the workings of the quarry. 



How is it Significant?



The Dookie Quarry is of local historic, social, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?
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The quarry is of local historic significance for its association with the development of the Dookie region. The quarried 
material was crushed and used to build local roads. HERCON criterion A



The quarry is of aesthetic significance for its quarried stone walls. These walls are multi-hued and the fissures and faults 
within the stone work create a striking tableau. HERCON criterion E



It is of social significance for its association with Dookie's resurgence as an arts centre for the region. The Quarry has 
been used as a setting for a number of arts programs. HERCON criterion G



It is of technical significance for its ability to demonstrate mining and quarrying technologies from the early 20th century. 
HERCON criterion F
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2 Dookie-Devenish Road  DOOKIE (Dookie East 
Cemetery)

Address 2 Dookie-Devenish Road DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Cemetery/Graveyard/Burial Ground

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The beginnings of the Dookie East cemetery are somewhat mysterious: situated on the selection of Hugh Watt (Allotment 
105, Parish of Dookie, County of Moira), it appears to have begun as a private burial ground. 



The township of Cashel, originally known as Dookie South, preceded the current township of Dookie. Dookie South had 
been surveyed by S K Vickery in October 1872, then proclaimed the Town of Dookie on 17 February 1873. It officially 
took on its final name of Cashel on 1 May 1876. Cashel was, however, supplanted by the neighbouring town of Dookie 
from the time it was clear in 1887 that the rail line would bypass Cashel, Dookie being the site of the projected local 
railway station; the line arrived the next year. Cashel's subsequent decline was gradual, with buildings being carted to 
Dookie, demolished and rebuilt there, or sold for removal. By 1900 only a store, bankand hotel were left. Today the 
Cashel bank building (Hermes 156139), the foundations of the Catholic Church and a few other buildings, and some 
underground tanks, are all that remain. 



Hugh Watt had selected at Cashel in around 1863. A leading local Presbyterian, in 1871 he gave land at the current 
cemetery site for the building of a 'Union' church, to be used jointly by local Anglicans, Methodists and Presbyterians. 
Tenders were called that year, although the church, a gabled structure of coursed local stone, was not constructed until 
1873, by voluntary labour. Local lore, of which there is a great deal in relation to this cemetery, has it that the earliest 
burial took place on this site, that of the projected church, because a wet season had made it impossible to take the body 
to Benalla by dray for burial; it is also believed that the site did support a number of burials from that year. 



The earliest identified burial, however, is that of Hugh Watt's only daughter Isabella Bennett, who died in May 1873 
aged 22, possibly during or after childbirth, as her 12 day old son Hugh lies in the same grave. Further local belief has it 
that the death of a young member of the family inspired the donation of land for the cemetery, so the gift of the land by 
Watt may date from the time of these deaths, concurrent with the erection of the church. The Government Gazette of 8 
September 1882 records the Accounts of the Trustees of the 'Cashel Public Cemetery', James Moylan, Joseph Knox and 
John Roberts, for the year 1881, although no notice of land being reserved for the cemetery has appeared.



For a period from this time the cemetery, inexplicably, officially went by the name 'Waggarandall West Public 
Cemetery', the next references to it both occurring in the Government Gazette of 29 November 1889. One entry noted 
that on 26 November 1889, John Roberts, James Magennis and George Gardner had been appointed Trustees of the 
Waggarandall West Public Cemetery. Five pages later another entry gave notice that the Administrator of the Governor in 
Council had 'approved of a cemetery being established on the land hereunder described under the title of Waggarandall 
West Cemetery', the land given as Allotment 105, that is, Watt's allotment. Many records of the church and cemetery 
were destroyed by fire in around 1896, and it is unclear when the land, which extant records indicate was given in two 
parcels, reverted to the Crown. 
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From November 1894, Government Gazettes refer to the cemetery as Dookie East.



Hugh Watt, donor of the land, his wife Elizabeth, daughter Isabel Bennet, her husband John and their two children are 
buried in this cemetery, and many well-known local families are represented, including the Feldtmann, Knox, Magennis, 
Bennett, de Soyres, Johnston, Walter, Kingston and Smout families. 



The last service in the Cashel Union Church was held on 9 March 1958, and it was demolished in 1966, some stones 
being used in the cairn.



The history of this cemetery has influenced the choice of burial site for the residents of the Dookie area. Descendants of 
those who set up the Union Church have over the generations favoured Dookie East, and still do. Thus a large 
preponderance of the burials here are of residents of Anglican,Presbyterian and Methodist/Uniting Church faith or 
derivation, whereas those of Catholic faith or derivation have traditionally chosen Dookie, to the extent that it is 
sometimes described locally as 'the Catholic cemetery'. This is slowly changing, with some Catholics now choosing 
Dookie East.



The Dookie East Cemetery is administered by voluntary Trustees. Public cemeteries in Victoria are governed by 
cemetery trusts. Members of a cemetery trust are appointed by the Governor in Council, upon recommendation of the 
Minister for Health.



 References: 



Bruce Feldtmann, personal communication, 5, 6 June 2015



Dookie Centenary Committee, Dookie: the years to 1988, Shepparton, 1988



Marie Treacy, personal communication, 3 June 2015



 Victorian Government Gazette, No. 91, 8 September 1882, p. 246



 Victorian Government Gazette, No. 128, 29 November 1889, pp. 4010, 4015

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Dookie East Cemetery sits within a rectangular site of around two acres, the former churchyard of the Cashel Union 
Church. The area is fenced with roll-top mesh wire, utilizing small steel posts and concrete posts. The brick piers of the 
front entrance are a memorial to the Walter family: entrance and gate are on the west. The graves face east, while in the 
newer lawn section the concrete markers are back to back, and thus some face west. There are no made paths, the area 
being in rough mown grass. The cemetery is not divided into denominational sections, although by custom, graves of 
Anglicans are largely in the south-west. A small scoria-laid area caters for the burial of ashes. The parking area to the 
south is located on the neighbouring property, by arrangement with the proprietors, the Gentle Annie Vineyard. 



The cemetery contains approximately two hundred and eighty burials. The monument to the pioneering Magennis family 
is one of the most substantial in the cemetery.



A cairn in memory of district pioneers, formed of some of the stone from the Cashel Union Church, is situated in the 
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north-west corner of the cemetery, the site of the church between 1873 and 1966. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Dookie East Cemetery on its 0.8ha (two acre) rectangular site, which is the former churchyard of the Cashel Union 
Church. The brick memorial gates at the entrance, the cairn to the memory of the pioneers of the district, the graves and 
surrounds, all contribute to the significance of this cemetery. 



   



   



How is it Significant?



It is of local historic, social and aesthetic significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significant?



The Dookie East Cemetery is of historic and social significance as a place for burials since the 19th century. Its historic 
layout is somewhat atypical in that it is not divided into denominational sections, although local custom has seen the 
graves of Anglicans congregated in the south-west. HERCON criteria A & G



      



The Dookie East Cemetery is of aesthetic significance for its layout, with some of the larger memorials providing a 
counterpoint to the overall low scale character found within this cemetery. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 65, 67-71 and part of  89  Mary Street DOOKIE (CWA 
Gardens)

Address 65, 67-71 and part of 89 Mary Street DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Park or Garden Precinct

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Dookie CWA, one of the oldest CWA branches in the State, created the Dookie CWA Gardens, in what might be 
seen as a civic beautification project, from the unused railway land fronting Mary Street, Dookie's main street, in 1937.



The branch had taken the idea of a park and garden to Harold Clapp, the dynamic Chief Commissioner of Railways, 
when he visited the town in June 1936, acknowledging they would need the assistance of the Shire of Shepparton. 
Australian-born Clapp, an innovator and reformer who had held senior positions with large USA railway companies, 
approved the idea, promising to send the Department's landscape gardener to assist in the layout. Next the ladies of the 
CWA galvanised public support with a large meeting at the town's Victoria Hall, representing all bodies in the town, and 
a committee was established, including Councillors, a local JP 'representing the business men', and CWA branch 
President, Secretary and Treasurer. Council was requested to make formal application to the Railways to take over the 
land; Albert C Drevermann, Principal of Dookie College, offered to donate palms, and a landscape of lawns, shrubs and 
seats was proposed, the exact layout to be decided. The suggestion of the head teacher of the Dookie State School that 
citrus trees be planted for their beauty and evergreen foliage was discounted, the trees thought to 'prove too great a 
temptation to the small boys of the district.'



At the July meeting of the Shepparton Shire Council, local Councillor Joe (Joseph) Knox argued strongly for the plan, 
stressing the peppercorn rent, low projected initial cost, local enthusiasm, and the minimal upkeep of the trees, shrubs, 
and natural grasses. Sustenance labour available locally could prepare the ground. Despite some concern as to costs 
which might be incurred, Council, in which the land would be vested, left the decision to the Councillors for the Dookie 
riding, and forwarded a letter of congratulation to the Dookie CWA. The Order in Council allowing the Shire to take 
possession of the land was through by February 1937, and the CWA's credit balance of £19 at the end of 1936 was to be 
devoted to the project.



The Dookie CWA Gardens were opened by Cr JA Sutherland, local farmer and President of the Shire of Shepparton, on 
22 June 1937. A crowd of 200 attended, Cr Sutherland planting the first palm in the round central bed. Planting of the 
flowering gums, shrubs and palms was supervised as promised by the foreman gardener of the Victorian Railways, Mr St 
Clair Stewart, who had visited earlier to work on the layout. A tree was planted by each Councillor present, the Shire 
Secretary, and the Presidents and Secretaries of local CWA branches (Katandra West, Goorambat, Lemnos and 
Youanmite). Palms were donated by the Principal of Dookie College, as promised, and also by local Councillor Knox. 
The occasion was given a festive air by 'gaily decorated deck chairs', and musical items played on the local postmaster's 
'gramophone amplifier.' It was stressed in speeches that the gardens were an asset, the property of the townspeople, and 
'should merit their closest attention in the way of improvement and attention', and the CWA was congratulated.



The front fence of concrete posts, pipe and wire mesh, with a small cattle-proof gate was completed by early August. The 
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side boundaries were fenced in similar manner to the front, the rear by a post and rail fence. The Gardens were watered 
from the town bore outside the Victoria Hall, the water routed via a tank at the railway station 


In the next months CWA members, particularly Jean Knox and Mrs M Henderson, spent many hours planting more trees 
and shrubs and tending the Gardens. When Mrs Henderson left the district four years later, farewell speeches noted that 
she 'would always be remembered for her untiring efforts to establish and maintain the CWA Gardens'. Sugar gums were 
planted along the front fence, and oaks and pines on the side and rear boundaries.


By 1941, with the plants becoming well-established, the Dookie CWA was asking the Council for the services of a 
Council worker for two or three days per week. Council supplied a worker for a one-off stint, suggesting that the CWA 
could make another request when necessary. 


Parks and gardens are not static entities, and the Dookie CWA Gardens reflect this, although the basic layout and framing 
has remained constant. By the 1950s hardy Pride of Madiera (Echium) had been planted along the front near the flagpole; 
becoming messy, they were later taken out. The sugar gums were lopped and became straggly, and, some felt, a danger to 
the public. They were removed, to be replaced by Jacaranda mimosifolia, donated by Mrs J Provan, wife of the Principal 
of Dookie College. Each jacaranda, around a metre high when donated, was marked with a plaque bearing the name of 
one of the original members of the Dookie CWA. All but one jacaranda, which survives still, died in the wet year of 
1970, the site being low-lying due to the earlier removal of soil to create the railway station platform. The central palm 
planted at the opening by Shire President Sutherland has continually self-seeded over the years, needing regular 
maintenance.


The Gardens quickly became, and continue to be, the focus of many community events and activities. An early example 
was the farewell given by fifty residents in January 1940 to the first local to enlist in the Second AIF, Bert (Herbert) 
Knox, whose father, Cr Joe Knox, had argued so strongly at Council for the establishment of the Gardens. The young 
man was presented with a 'suitably inscribed wrist watch, and gifts from the Presbyterian Church and the Boys' Club'. 
Bert returned safely from the war. In November 1952 Dookie RSL held a concert featuring the Shepparton Brass Band to 
raise funds for the Mooroopna Hospital. 'In kind' contributions to the maintenance of the Gardens by CWA members 
continued: Margaret Feldtmann remembers mowing with a push mower in the 1970s. However from the time of the 
appeal for maintenance help to Council in 1941, the Shire of Shepparton answered sporadic requests for aid, and 
subsequently took over responsibility for the upkeep of the Gardens, this now falling to the Greater Shepparton City 
Council. In the 1960s galvanised water tanks, cut down, were installedto provide raised planting beds, now removed.  


Various facilities and amenities have been inserted into the Gardens as public expectations of parks and gardens have 
changed. To allow for construction of the toilet block, a pussy willow (Salix cinerea) and other trees were removed. The 
Dookie Lions Club initiated a large covered playground in 1989, displacing only geraniums and failed jacarandas: this 
has been a continuing project.


The drinking fountain was unveiled on 25 March 1977, to commemorate the arrival of the town water system which 
ended Dookie's reliance on bores, and that year the CWA planted a golden elm to commemorate the Queen's Silver 
Jubilee. 


The Lions Club contributed to the Gardens with many further projects: the flagpole was replaced in 1981, the front fence 
refurbished and painted in 1987, and paving and seating upgraded in 1993. The electric barbeque and shelter date from 
1988. A large-scale 'clean up' was carried out by Council workers in around 2006, with new plantings of natives 
separating the Gardens from the railway land at the rear. 


The Gardens have also become the repository of various items seen as historic or significant to the local community or to 
the CWA, for example, the concrete railway mileage marker from the station yard (130 miles to Spencer Street!) with its 
explanatory plaque donated by V/Line. Prime among such objects and dominating the lawns is a postmodern metal clock 
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tower dating from 1988 and constructed by the Shire of Shepparton with local labour, commemorating the centenary of 
Dookie. It contains a local relic, the 1888 clock face and mechanism from the tower of the winery of the Chateau Dookie 
vineyard. The mechanism had been installed at Bright as the town clock in 1929, and was donated back to Dookie in 
1988 by the Bright Shire Council and RSL, the original clock faces being gifted by Dave Johnson. The vertical supports 
are original rails from the Dookie railway line. Three plaques on the tower tell the story, and detail the contribution of the 
late Neil Feldtmann, local historian and heritage activist. Some time after 2005 the clock was electrified.



The Gardens contain some peripheral items, becoming the repository of, for example, a plaque commemorating the 
CWA's establishment in Shepparton of a sensory garden for the blind, now discontinued. The gardens now host the 
annual Carrols by Candlelight and similar community events. The area is a meeting place for locals, the venue for 
community activities, and a stopover place for tourists, and dominates the centre of town.



 References: 



Dookie Centenary Committee, Dookie: the years to 1988, Shepparton, 1988



Margaret Feldtmann, personal communication, 15 July 2015, 27 July 2015



Norma Sutherland, personal communication, 18 June 2015, 3 July 2015



Peter McManus, personal communication, 27 July 2015
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 Shepparton Advertiser, 8 October 1948, p. 7



 Shepparton Advertiser, 7 July 1950, p. 18S



 Shepparton Advertiser, 15 September 1950, p. 15



 Benalla Ensign, 6 November 1952, p. 5

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
A small public park or garden of trapezoidal shape lying axially along the main street of Dookie in the centre of the town, 
with the longest (rear) side against the railway line.



The fence along the front and sides is the original, of concrete posts with rails of metal piping, all now painted green, and 
wire mesh. The main entrance is via a small modern childproof gate under a high wooden signboard supported by treated 
pine posts, on which is painted 'CWA Gardens Established 1937'. There are double wire gates of the original 
construction on the eastern boundary, and a small entrance on the east.



      



Layout, within the constricted site, is substantially the original: lawns, treed boundaries, winding paths, and circular and 
irregular beds of plants, now largely groundcovers.



      



The Gardens are dominated by mature trees dating from the original plantings, including Canary Island palms (Phoenix 
canariensis), largely on the rear boundary; a central specimen in a round bed, the first tree planted in the Gardens, is a 
focal point, and is marked by a recent plaque. Also dating to the original plantings are mature pines on the rear and side 
boundaries, possibly Aleppo pines (Pinus halepensis) or Monterey pines (Pinus radiata), along with a small number of 
flowering gums, and an oak at the rear.



      



Exotic deciduous trees of various ages are dotted around the site, and screening out the railway land at the rear there are 
relatively recent plantings of Australian natives, including groundcovers, on a slight bank. Drought-tolerant plants such as 
agapanthus, geraniums and wormwood (Artemesia) are planted towards the front. 



      



A tall tower of perforated steel sheeting houses the clock from Chateau Dookie (a well-known local vineyard of the late 
nineteenth century) and its mechanism; attached are three brass explanatory plaques. A Victorian Railways concrete 
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mileage marker is located near a flagpole.



      



A modern covered barbecue area is located in the western section; attached is a plaque listing the foundation members of 
the Dookie CWA in 1929. Further facilities consist of a sizeable shaded playground area, a brick toilet block, a picnic 
table setting, drinking fountain, park benches and bins. A town notice board is situated immediately west of the main 
gate, and four flagpoles line the fence, outside the Gardens but contributing to the reserve. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The CWA (Country Women's Association) Gardens at 67 Mary Street, Dookie.



This includes the original layout, perimeter garden fencing (concrete posts, galvanised piping and wire mesh), the double 
wire gates on the eastern boundary, the 1988 clock tower with its 1888 clock face, the Victorian Railways mileage 
marker, the drinking fountain (1977) and all the memorial plaques. 



The original plantings are of significance, and these include: Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis), Aleppo Pines 
(Pinus halepensis) or Monterey Pines (Pinus radiata), flowering gums, an oak tree and the only surviving Jacaranda tree 
from the 1950s. 



How is it Significant?



The CWA Gardens are of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



The CWA Gardens are of historic and social significance for their association with the Dookie CWA branch, one of the 
oldest CWA branches in Victoria. It was a town beautification project from 1937. It is a notable Inter-War era project and 
a testimony to the small rural community. 



It is of historic and social significance for the wide community interest and support the project received. This includes 
support from the general community, Council, and Dookie Agricultural College. The local CWA branches were invited 
to plant a tree at the opening of the gardens. HERCON criteria A & G



It is of historic and aesthetic significance for its association with the Railways Landscape Department. The Railways 
during the late 19th and early 20th century had a strong interest in encouraging local railway Station Masters, employees 
and the local community to create gardens around station precincts. This ideal came from a similar philosophy that 
developed in Britain during the peak period of the railways. It is notable that the community embraced the landscaping of 
the former railway area. HERCON criteria A & D



It is of aesthetic significance for its design, plantings and as a landmark in the township of Dookie. HERCON criterion D
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Recommendations 2014 
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Other Recommendations 

 
The original perimeter fence, concrete posts, galvanised pipe and wire mesh and the two wire gates to the east boundary 
contribute to the significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 2365 New Dookie Road and Used Government Road 
DOOKIE  (Belbank)

Address 2365 New Dookie Road  DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Dookie, established in 1859, is a mostly flat, unirrigated wheat growing district. It is perhaps best known for its 
agricultural college, now a campus of the University of Melbourne. During the 1870s, farm selections were taken up, and 
a township site at the foot of Mount Major was surveyed. It was named Dookie South, later Cashel, and adjoins the 
agricultural college. In 1886 the Dookie agricultural college was begun on the site of the Cashel Experimental Farm 
(1877), which grew a wide range of fruit, vegetables and cereals. 



      



Agriculture in the area was based on viticulture, grain-growing and sheep.



      



The railway was soon extended from Shepparton to about 3 km north of Cashel, opening to traffic in October 1888; this 
supported the economic growth of the region by linking the area to the markets. 



      



The town which formed around the station became Dookie.



      



Source City of Greater Shepparton Heritage Study Stage II, Thematic Environmental History Vol 2, p. 44

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Belbank is a good representative example of a homestead for the region from the early twentieth century. Its architecture 
is restrained but is typical for the period. It is constructed from masonry (painted) and has a corrugated metal roof. The 
symmetrical facade is distinguished by a central door that is flanked by bay windows with timber sashes. The gable has 
decorative timber strapping. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



Belbank at 2365 New Dookie Road, Dookie, is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its turn of the century architecture - the symmetrical facade 
with its bay windows and break front pediment to the verandah. 



The surrounding landscaped area contributes to the setting. 



      



How is it Significant?



   



   



It is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



      



It is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional development 
during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance as a good representative example of early twentieth century homestead architecture. 
HERCON criterion D
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Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 75 Quarry-Dookie Road DOOKIE (Magennis)

Address 75 Quarry-Dookie Road DOOKIE Significance Level Local

Place Type Cottage

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular

History and Historical Context 

 
The cottage, known as Glenwood, was built c.1865 by James Magennis. 



      



Dookie, established in 1859, is a mostly flat, unirrigated wheat growing district. It is perhaps best known for its 
agricultural college, now a campus of the University of Melbourne. During the 1870s, farm selections were taken up, and 
a township site at the foot of Mount Major was surveyed. It was named Dookie South, later Cashel, and adjoins the 
agricultural college. In 1886 the Dookie agricultural college was begun on the site of the Cashel Experimental Farm 
(1877), which grew a wide range of fruit, vegetables and cereals. 



      



Agriculture in the area was based on viticulture, grain-growing and sheep.The railway was soon extended from 
Shepparton to about 3 km north of Cashel, opening to traffic in October 1888; this supported the economic growth of the 
region by linking the area to markets. The town which formed around the station became Dookie.



      



James Magennis and his brother William had emigrated to Australia during the 1850s from County Monaghan, Northern 
Ireland. They were among the first selectors when the Dookie region opened for selection. William Magennis leased 
Allotments 140 & 141, Parish of Dookie, County of Moira, in June 1865. James Magennis had fulfilled the 
conditions of the lease and paid for the land by 1872. In 1868 he applied for more land and acquired land when it came 
up for sale. In 1876 he was paying rates on 374 ha [912 acres] and when he died in 1912 there were 1640ha [4,000 acres] 
for sale on account of the Magennis Estate.



      



James (27) married Mary Jane Lamrock (16) at Benalla in 1860. They had 14 children: Matilda, 1861 (m Robert 
Sutherland), William John, 1863 (m Elizabeth Dowd), Margaret 1865 (single), Harriet 1867, Rebecca Lilian 1869 (m 
William Cunningham Uhtoff), Leslie James 1871 (mRose Harrington, [2] Eileen Harrington), Samuel Cuthbert 1874, 
Annie Maud 1876, Mabel 1879, and Robert 1880, died in infancy, Clara 1882, Claude Henry 1884, Daisy 1886, and 
Richmond 1889.
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James Magennis was a staunch Presbyterian and contributed financially to the construction of the Cashel Church; he sent 
his sons to Scotch College in Melbourne. In November 1875 he was made a Justice of the Peace. Mary Jane, James' wife, 
died in 1902 and James in 1912, aged 79 years; both were buried in Cashel (Dookie East) Cemetery. William J Magennis 
(son of James) was a butcher in the Dookie area.



   References:    







City of Greater Shepparton Heritage Study Stage II, Thematic Environmental History Vol 2, p. 44



Dookie the Years to 1988 Committee, Dookie the Years to 1988, 1988, pp. 16, 21



Victorian Government Gazette, December 3rd 1875, p. 2244

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Magennis cottage has been built from local stone. The walls are approximately 23 cm thick. The cottage sits behind a 
20th century brick veneer house. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?    



   



   



The stone house at the rear of the mid 20th century house at 75 Quarry-Dookie Road Dookie. The mid 20th century house 
is not significant.



How is it Significant? 



      



The stone house is of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton.



Why is it Significant? 



      



The vernacular stone cottage is of historic significance. It provides tangible physical evidence of the early Land Selection 
era. It is one of the oldest surviving cottages in the region. It is of historic significance for its use of stone as the building 
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material. In this region 19th century housing tended to be constructed from brick or timber. The use of stone potentially 
recognises the Northern Ireland origin of the settlers. HERCON criterion A



      



It is of technical significance for the techniques used in its construction. HERCON criterion F



      



It is of aesthetic significance for its vernacular qualities. This includes the qualities of the stone - the typical character and 
colouration for the area. The scale of the building and its proportions contribute to its aesthetic significance. HERCON 
criterion D



      



It is a rare surviving example from the 1860s and of its type of construction. HERCON criterion B
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 4180 Midland Highway GIRGARRE EAST

Address 4180 Midland Highway GIRGARRE EAST Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
The Girgarre East-Stanhope area was part of the lands of the Ngurraiillam peoples, bordering on those of the Kailtheban 
group of the Bangerang peoples to the north. From 1840 it was within the Wanalta pastoral run, then on the 1870 
subdivision of the run, part of the Wanalta East station of William Winter-Irving, which was cancelled in 1876. The 
squatting runs of the four Winter brothers had covered much of the western Goulburn Valley in the late 1860s and early 
1870s, and each brother was able to amass a sizeable acreage of freehold land by such means as the auction system, 
which was biased towards the squatters, and dummying. William Winter-Irving (he had changed his name by deed poll in 
the UK to incorporate his mother's maiden name) constructed his first mansion, Stanhope, in 1867.



Selectors moved in on the Wanalta runs under both the 1865 and 1869 Land Acts, but largely after the 1869 Land Act, 
the 'selection before survey' Act which, by counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's 
aim of 'putting the small man on the land'. 



Thomas Black was granted his licence to the 320 acres [129.5 ha] of Allotment 57, Parish of Girgarre East, County of 
Rodney, by the Land Board sitting at Echuca on 15 January 1874.[1] Black received freehold to the land, and became a 
successful grazier, producing fat lambs and sheep. A strong Methodist, he was a Trustee of the Cooma Methodist Church 
from 1876 to his death in June 1920.[2]



Hedley Charles Buzza, a farmer from Boosey, purchased the property from the Black family in 1928; it was now 349 
acres [141 ha] due to the inclusion of a decommissioned 102nd Section Water Reserve in the north-east corner.[3] 
Records held by Buzza descendents show the deposit of £150 was paid on 1 March 1928, the balance four weeks later, on 
30 March.[4] The family also at the same time purchased the adjoining Allotments 53 and 54 from the Lee family.[5]



On Allotment 57, the Buzzas inherited from the Black family 'an old brick house' on a stoney rise set a little way back 
from the Shepparton-Bendigo Road (now the Midland Highway), and Hedley Buzza decided to build afresh. The new 
dwelling was designed by the family and built in 1928 by Buzza with the aid of his brother Percy, the sons helping with 
the roof.[6] The pride descendants feel in the house is evidenced in the details that are part of family lore: 'It was 
modelled on a house in Rushworth that had a dining room with a long bay window. It was double brick all the way 
through. It was the first house with a terracotta tiled roof on the Shepparton to Bendigo Road.'[7] 



The new house comprised a hall, living room, dining room, kitchen with a servery hatch to the dining room, three 
bedrooms, a walk-in pantry, and three separate verandahs. Ceilings were of fibrous plaster, the interior walls finished 
with hard plaster trowelled on to lathes. Family members disagree about whether the plasterer was brought from 
Melbourne or whether Brown's Plaster Works in Shepparton provided the skilled tradesman: Murray Buzza believes the 
latter, as Brown's were able to use their original mould for a cornice which needed repairing in late 1990s. The house had 
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built-in wardrobes in the second bedroom, and the bathroom had up to date white tiles. The initial laundry was in the old 
brick home, but a new separate laundry was built, and the old handmade bricks later sold in the 1980s to Stanhope Apex 
Club. The toilet was outside until the 1970s. Prior to the house being built, a separate weatherboard sleepout had been 
built for the four sons.



The family gave the property the name 'Cresco Park', which was spelt out in the stained glass of the double entrance 
doors on the east, doors which were made onsite, it is reputed.[8] 



The Buzza family ran the property as a cropping and sheep operation.[9] Clearly a progressive farmer, Hedley Buzza had 
in 1929 introduced to the area one of Dookie College's new wheat varieties, 'Dookie Delta'. It was successful, giving 
'splendid and consistent returns', and proving, unlike other strains grown locally, not to be susceptible to rust.[10] By 
March 1939 Hedley Buzza was in a position to be able to purchase 1000 acres [404.5 ha] at Cobram for his sons, 'an 
outstanding property for which a great future is predicted'.[11] 



Sons Bill (William Thomas) and Neil (Wallace Neil) were sportsmen much in demand in the area, 'two of the best 
[football] players in the Stanhope team and in the Kyabram Association.'[12] Bill was 'a big, heavy, but very active man 
who plays a good game in any position;' Neil was 'a nippy forward' who had famously played out two quarters of a 
match with a broken collar bone, kicking four of his team's twelve goals.[13]



From around 1951 the youngest son Neil ran the farm; Hedley Charles Buzza died in Coburg in 1957. Subsequently the 
property was operated by Neil's son Murray, in a family partnership, until August 2002, when it was sold after more than 
seven decades in the hands of the Buzza family.[14]



The house is largely intact. An early forge remains on the site, along with a well (underground tank) and a dog kennel on 
which the plasterer trialled a leaf pattern he was to use on the house of local man Bob Holschier in 1931.[15]



[1] Riverine Herald, 17 Jan 1874, p. 1



[2] WHBossence, Kyabram Methodism, Melbourne, 1974, p. 37



[3] All non-documentary information about the building of Cresco Park is from Murray Buzza and Val Maudsley nee 
Buzza, personal communication, various dates 2016.



[4] Ibid.



[5] Ibid.



[6] Ibid.



[7] Ibid.



[8] Ibid.



[9] Australasian, 26 October 1929, p. 37



[10] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 13 February 1929, p. 3



[11] Cobram Courier, 8 March 1939, p. 3



[12] Weekly Times, 31 August 1935, p. 65
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[13] Ibid.



[14] Murray Buzza, personal communication, 16 April 2017



[15] Val Maudsley, personal communication, 16 April 2017

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The farmhouse at 4180 Midland Highway, Girgarre East is significant.



How is it Significant?



The farmhouse is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant? 



The farmhouse is of historic significance for its association with the Buzza family who were enterprising and successful 
farmers. In 1929 they introduced to the area one of Dookie College's new wheat varieties, 'Dookie Delta'. It was 
successful, primarily for being rust resistant. HERCON criterion A



The farmhouse is of aesthetic significance for its design. It was designed and built by the family. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 65 Doyles Road  GRAHAMVALE (Harris House)

Address 65 Doyles Road GRAHAMVALE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Grahamvale is a Closer Settlement district. The house at Grahamvale is representative of the type of house that was 
constructed during this period. It is also very similar to those houses constructed by the government at that time to 
encourage settlement.



References:



http://digital.slv.vic.gov.au/view/action/nmets.do?DOCCHOICE=764334.xml&dvs=1431598670640~581&loca
le=en_US&search_terms=&adjacency=&divType=&usePid1=true&usePid2=true



      



http://wiki.prov.vic.gov.au/index.php/Closer_Settlement_and_Soldier_Settlement_Land_Records

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Description



The Graham family house demonstrates many of the characteristics of regional housing from the early 20th century. It 
also is similar in scale and style to a number of houses that were constructed by the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission, although it is not a State Rivers and Water Supply house. 



      



It is a timber house clad with weatherboards. It has a corrugated metal hipped and gable roof (Colorbond replacement) 
with gablets. The brick chimney has a corbelled finish. 



The front facade is asymmetrical with a projecting gable front and recessed section with bullnose verandah. The 
projecting front has scalloped boards to the gable with timber brackets. There is a pair of timber sash windows with 
timber hoods. The recessed section has a front door with side and high lights. It is flanked on one side by a timber-framed 
sash window. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The house at Grahamvale.



 How is it Significant? 



It is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.



 Why is it Significant? 



It is of historic significance for its association with the agricultural development of Grahamvale. 



It is of historic significance for its association with Closer Settlement. HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance as a good regional representative example of an Inter War house. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 197 Ford Road GRAHAMVALE (Hurlstone)

Address 197 Ford Road GRAHAMVALE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Hurlstone Homestead has ties with two important pioneering families of the Goulburn Valley, the Masons and the Fords, 
and with prominent Shepparton architect, JAK Clarke.



The house was built in 1900 by Asline Collett Mason, who with his brother Arthur Burdekin Mason had purchased a 
large tract of land from the original selector, their uncle, Edward Lightfoot. It was designed by the brother-in-law of the 
Masons, important regional architect, John Augustus Kenny Clarke, whose wife was a member of the Lightfoot family; 
Clarke had an adjoining orchard. At around this time the architect also designed Ivanhoe for AB Mason, and his own 
house, Nettlegoe (now known as Algeciras HERMES 156017). Clarke designed most of the notable buildings of 
Shepparton, including the Post Office (demolished), St Brendan's Catholic Church, Wesley Church, Scots Church Hall, 
the Shepparton Hotel, the grandstand at the Showgounds, and a number of substantial houses, including The Pines 
(demolished, the residence of Thomas Swallow of Swallow and Ariell), Fairley Downs, Wanganui Homestead and 
Ambermere. 



It is believed the final layout of Hurlstone Homestead occurred by accident. The north wing, originally a Shepparton 
Butter Factory cold-store (with charcoal-filled walls over a foot thick) was being relocated to the site by bullock dray 
when the dray became bogged; the cold-store was offloaded where it stood. The resulting gap required the construction of 
an additional wing to connect it to the rest of the house, creating a hallway more than 30 metres in length, and forming a 
central courtyard which is almost enclosed by the house. 



The Mason brothers were pioneers of irrigation, setting up an extensive private irrigation system pumping from the 
Goulburn River for their orchards and vineyards, which were the first large-scale plantings in the Shepparton area. Such 
was the success of their orchards that their properties were frequently visited by Ministers and parliamentarians, and 
vaunted as examples of the new intensive agriculture. This was despite the fact that being on the east of the Goulburn 
River, the area was not yet part of the much-publicised Government-sponsored Goulburn irrigation scheme based on the 
Goulburn Weir, which was then seeing the development of intensive orchards and vineyards west of the river at Ardmona 
(Victoria's first irrigation settlement) and other localities. 



The Mason brothers sold their properties in 1903, one to HR Gillett, the other to E Leahy. After the properties were taken 
over in 1910 as part of a 3,200 acre tranche for Closer Settlement. the block on which Hurlstone was located was 
purchased by William and Susanna Ford, who gave the property its present name (important early Victorian colonist 
Peter Hurlstone was William Ford's maternal grandfather). William Ford and his father Williamwere millers, and had 
leased Ralph's flour mill in Mooroopna in 1880, and four years later purchased Swallow and Ariell's Shepparton mill, 
which they worked for 35 years; they bought theDookie mill in 1902. 
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The Ford family had strong ties with the Wesleyan church, and it is possible that through this association, William met 
his future wife Susanna. Besides being a local preacher, William's community work extended to the fire brigade, 
participation in local government as a councillor with the Shire of Shepparton, trustee of the Water Board, and as one of 
the first elected directors of S.P.C. The family, members of which held responsible positions in health. They also owned a 
flour mill in education and the milk processing industry in the local area, was 'characterisd by a healthy work ethic, 
involvement in the Methodist Church, and by a sustained involvement in community affairs' (Early families of 
Shepparton and district: Book Two), and made a significant contribution to the growth of Shepparton and district through 
the twentieth century. 



After Susanna died in 1958, members of the Ford family continued to live at Hurlstone until 1977. It subsequently 
changed hands three times before being purchased in 1987 by its present owners, Margaret and Kerry Atley. The couple 
spent 20 years restoring the house and establishing five acres of gardens.



 References 



Ford, Myrtle L. Flour Mills and Millers of the Goulburn Valley 1858-1980, Shepparton, 1983 



Shepparton Family History Group, Early families of Shepparton and district: Book Two, Shepparton 1998 



 Numurkah Leader, 10 April 1903, p. 4 



 The Age, 9 May 1910, p. 6
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 Narromine News eand Trangie Advocate, 17 September 1943, p. 3



 Furphy Murmurs (newsletter of the Shepparton Family History Group), No 33, May 2006, pp. 3-4



https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=hurlstone+shepparton&rs=typed&term_meta[]=shepparton|type 
Accessed on 23 January 2016



http://hurlstonehomestead.com.au/historical-timeline-of-victorias-heritage-hurlstone-homestead-manor-and-gardens-in-
shepparton/ Accessed on 23 January 2016

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Hurlstone is a large Federation-era homestead set in landscaped grounds with water features. A particular architectural 
feature of this homestead is the decorative gable roofs. The facades are dominated by steeply pitched gables and barge 
boards with highly decorative return verandahs. The verandahs all have a decorative timber fretwork with a timber frieze 
and stylised brackets. The picturesque roof line is complemented by the brick chimneys with cornices. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 
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The large Federation-era homestead with its extensive landscaped surrounds.



 How is it Significant? 



It is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



 Why is it significant? 



It is of historic significance as it is representative of the intensification of settlement as a result of government policies. 
HERCON criterion A



It is of aesthetic significance for its scale and highly decorative architectural features. Of note are the gable roofs and 
surrounding verandahs. Its style is distinctive for the region. HERCON criteria E & B
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 65 Grahamvale Road GRAHAMVALE

Address 65 Grahamvale Road GRAHAMVALE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thomas Swallow, the Port Melbourne biscuit manufacturer, selected Allotments 75A and 76A , comprising 319 [129] 
acres in the Parish of Shepparton, County of Moira, in the 1870s under the Land Act 1869, to grow wheat for his factory. 
Swallow had established his company (soon to become Swallow and Ariell) in 1854; he had set up Shepparton's second 
flour mill in 1876, and that year had built a substantial brick house, The Pines (now demolished), then the largest and 
most prestigious dwelling in Shepparton. In August 1882 he passed the lease of Allotments 75A and 76A to the 
partnership of his son William H Swallow and Edward W Lightfoot,[1] who were general merchants in Shepparton and 
Numurkah. The partners immediately paid out the lease, gaining freehold on 15 August 1882.[2]



      



The house at 65 Grahamvale Road, Grahamvale may have been constructed by William Swallow or Edward Lightfoot in 
the 1890s or in the first decade of the twentieth century, or it may have been built by the next owner, Samuel Wright, a 
'Closer Settler.' Given the financial resources most settlers brought to their new allotments, the former is more likely.



      



In 1910 the first Closer Settlement Scheme in the Goulburn Valley, Settlement No.1, Grahamvale, was undertaken in this 
area. Elwood Mead, the American irrigation engineer who had recently become head of the statewide water authority (the 
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, established in 1905), had convinced the state government that irrigation 
would only be a success with closer settlement and intensive use of the land and water. The East Goulburn Main Channel 
had reached the area north-east of Shepparton by 1910, bringing irrigation, and in line with Mead's approach, the Lands 
Purchase Board acquired three large holdings totaling 3250 acres [1315 ha], including Allotments 75A and 76A, and had 
channelled and subdivided this into 110 blocks. Thirty five were to be agricultural labourers' allotments of two [0.9 ha] to 
five acres [2 ha], with the balance ranging from 25 [10 ha] to 90 acres [36.5 ha].[3] 



      



The land was described as



'...level land, known as box and pine country, even of surface and practically all commanded by the irrigation channels 
now under construction. The soil consists of red loam of a good depth, resting on a good red clay subsoil, well adapted 
for the growth of lucerne, fodders and fruits. .The rainfall averages some 21 inches yearly, and there are a number of 
dams and tanks on various parts of the property. The existing fencing is in good order and condition, and the several 
homesteads are also in a good state of repair. Good roads run through the property and the surrounding districts. The 

65 Grahamvale Road GRAHAMVALE
Hermes No 200471 Place Citation Report

12:25 PM22-Jun-2017

172



main irrigation channel, which traverses the property, is now nearly completed, and the subsidiary channels to be 
constructed in the near future will place nearly every allotment under irrigable conditions. Plans of subdivision are now 
being prepared, and will be available in the course of a few days, and may then be obtained on application to the 
secretary of the Lands Purchase Board, Melbourne.[4]



      



Swallow and Lightfoot's allotment of 319 acres was divided into five smaller blocks, varying in size from 26 acres to 63 
acres (Estate Allotments 25, 26, 27, 28, 28A) and a reconfigured 75A on the south, which the partners retained. 



      



Allotments 28 and 28A, of 62 acres [25 ha], the location of this house, were purchased by Samuel Wright,[5] who 
possibly inherited one of the 'homesteads in a good state of repair.'



      



Settlers were initially involved in dairying, milking a small number of cows by hand, although most were totally 
inexperienced in farming; cream was sold to the Shepparton Butter Factory.[6] Dairying proved uneconomic, and most 
settlers turned to fruit-growing, amalgamating blocks to become more viable. Wright is listed in successive electoral rolls 
as 'farmer' (rather than 'fruitgrower'), and may have made a success of dairying or mixed farming.



      



The block, still of 62 acres, passed to Henry Charles Wright on 26 September 1938,[7] and subsequently to a sequence of 
owners. It seems to have been planted to fruit trees soon after it was relinquished by the Wright family.



      



The current condition of the dwelling is unclear. 



[1] Riverine Herald, 28 August 1882, p. 3



[2] Plan, Parish of Shepparton, County of Moira, Department of Lands and Survey by J Noone, 20.8.1887and 22.8.1887



[3] Sue Wallace, Shepparton Shire Reflections 1879-1979, Shepparton, 1979, p. 60       



[4] Leader, 12 March 1910, p. 30



[5] Myrtle Ford, Grahamvale Reunion 1911-1986, Shepparton, 1986, p. 15



[6] Sue Wallace, op. cit., p. 36



[7] Title: Vol 6007 Fol 315

Description 

 
Physical Description 
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The homestead is a typical late Victorian homestead with a symmetrical facade and hipped roof. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The homestead at 65 Grahamvale Road, Grahamvale is significant.



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its turn of the century architecture.    



How is it Significant?       



The homestead is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



      



Why is it Significant?



The homestead is of historic significance for its association with the Swallow biscuit manufacturers. This company 
eventually became a national biscuit brand. 



      



It is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional development 
during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region and the impact of Closer Settlement 
policies. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



      



The homestead is of aesthetic significance for its representative late Victorian vernacular architecture. HERCON 
criteriona D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 133 Grahamvale Road GRAHAMVALE

Address 133 Grahamvale Road GRAHAMVALE Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Closer Settlement 



The Grahamvale area was part of the lands of the Bangerang Aboriginal peoples, and subsequently located within the 
Pine Lodge squatting run of 43,000 acres [17,400 ha], which had been split off from the huge Arcadia run. The district, 
like much of the Goulburn Valley, was selected under the 1869 Land Act, with selectors arriving in the early 1870s.



As Victoria recovered from the effects of the 1890s depression, the demand for farming land increased. However, most 
land suitable for agriculture had already been selected or was part of a large pastoral estate. The Victorian Government 
became concerned about the loss of farmers to other colonies and attempted to stem the flood of farmers from Victoria 
and increase the numbers of those working the land by acquiring large estates and breaking them into small farms, in 
tandem with irrigation in areas such as the Goulburn Valley, where irrigated agriculture had developed progressively 
from 1886. Victorian irrigation had been revitalised by Elwood Mead, who as dynamic American Chairman from 1907 of 
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission (SRWSC, known locally as 'the Water Commission') had seen that the 
secret of successful irrigation was closer settlement, the intensive use of land and water, and the compulsory annual 
payment of irrigation 'water rights' in all properties in the irrigation areas, whether or not water was available in a 
particular year. Closer Settlement Acts in 1909 and 1912 progressively gave the SRWSC full control of all land 
purchased for irrigated closer settlement, control reinforced and becoming permanent in the 1918 Act. The unified control 
of land and water advocated by Mead thus became effective and remained in force for all soldier and civilian settlement 
following World War 1.[1]



East of the Goulburn River, Closer Settlement began in 1910 with the offering of 110 allotments on the Shepparton 
Estate, 'Settlement No 1', at Grahamvale, to the north-east of Shepparton. The Closer Settlement Board purchased three 
large holdings, a total of 3200 acres [2509 hectares], and subdivided the land into allotments ranging from 2 acres [0.9 
hectares] to 89 acres [36 hectares]. Concurrently the East Goulburn Main Channel from the Goulburn Weir had been 
completed, supplying irrigation water to the area. The first to settle were those who bought the old farm homesteads 
outright with 50 acres, one of the families being was that of W Ford, who purchased the homestead of E Lightfoot, an 
original selector. Initially used for dairying, most of the Grahamvale allotments later changed to irrigated fruit growing.



A school was opened in 1911 and at a suggestion in a pupil's essay, the name Grahamvale was given in 1911 as a 
compliment to the local parliamentary member, George Graham. The community established Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Anglican churches (1917-26). In 1939 the Polish family of Richard Pratt, who was to become Chairman of the 
international manufacturing and recycling company Visy Board, settled on a fruit block, the experience of Pratt senior 
with fruit packing and the local cannery leading to a partnership in 1948 in manufacturing corrugated cardboard cartons 
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and the company that became Visy. Richard Pratt (1934-2009) attended Grahamvale primary school from 1940-45. In 
recent years the population of Grahamvale has been boosted by a rural/residential housing estate.



[1] Sue Wallace, Shepparton Shire Reflections 1879-1979, Shepparton, 1979, p. 60



[2] WS James, History of Shepparton 1838-1938, Shepparton, 1938, p. 33-35.



[3] Ibid.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Its architecture is representative of the period and the region. This includes the asymmetry of the facade, with the 
entrance doorway to the side. The tiled roof falls in one line, albeit with a slight break in the slope at the point of the 
pitching of the verandah. Like many buildings of this period and scale the external walls are distinguished by a dado 
height of weatherboards with the remaining walls clad with a pressed fibre sheet. The timber verandah posts have a 
typical timber bracket design for the period. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The homestead at 133 Grahamvale Road, Grahamvale is significant. 



This includes all of the architectural features associated with its period of construction.



How is it Significant?



The homestead is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional 
development during the early 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an understanding of the 
extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in demonstrating the impact of the 
consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region and the impact of Closer Settlement 
policies. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



The homestead is a good representative example for this region of an early 20th century homestead. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 720 Girgarre East Road HARSTON (Ravenstone)

Address 720 Girgarre East Road HARSTON Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
The Harston area was part of the lands of the Ngurraiillam peoples, and subsequently within the huge Toolamba pastoral 
run, which the last pastoral tenant, James Winter, forfeited in 1877, having amassed freehold land amounting to around 
26,000 acres [10522 ha], and created 'Dhurringile' (VHR H1554), his imposing Italianate mansion in 1876-77. 



      



Selectors moved in on the Toolamba run largely following the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, 
by allowing rents paid to be counted towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small 
man on the land'. The initial wheatgrowing and sheep grazing gave way to some dairying after the advent of irrigation in 
the late 1880s; dairying predominated after World War 2, and more recently milk production, cropping, sheep grazing 
and beef production have assumed equal importance. The Harston locality has never boasted a township; a World War 2 
Memorial Hall, primary school, and former Presbyterian Church exist in scattered locations.



      



George Manning selected Allotment 72, Parish of Toolamba West in 1872; the 320 acres, half a square mile block, was 
the maximum allowed under the Act. His widow, Mary Ann Rice Manning, nee Staner, received the Crown Grant as 
Administratrix on 24 November 1882, Manning having died in 1881. The property was then farmed by the couple's son 
Victor, to whom it passed in June 1900. A progressive farmer and community leader, he sold to Thomas Crawford on 5 
March 1924. Nothing remains of George Manning's original buildings.



      



Thomas Crawford was one of the eleven children of well-known and successful pioneering Tatura selector Andrew 
Crawford, and the property was in fact the latter's gift to his son. Andrew Crawford had amassed a deal of land, and, 
determined to set up his sons on properties, gave 320 acres to each son and to some daughters. George received Fenton 
Hall at Harston, Andrew Woodlands at Tatura, and other sons properties at Harston, Tatura and Hendersyde. Thomas 
Crawford built the current house the year he gained the property. He farmed until his death in 1967. The property is still 
run by descendants of the wider Crawford family; the house is largely as originally built, and upkeep has been 
consistent.



References:
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Brian Williams, notes and personal communication, 22 April 2015 et al



Titles: Vol 1433 Fol 286527; Vol 2766 Fol 553118; Vol 4826 Fol 965148



Plan, Parish of Toolamba West 



James G Crawford, 'My Life', n.d., held by Tatura Historical Society



John Lawry, The 'Fenton Hall' Story 1903-2003, Shepparton 2007 



Bev Clement, 'Life History of Rebecca Crawford', 1994, held by Tatura Historical Society

Description 

 
Physical Condition 

 
Ravenstone is a good representative example of a Federation/Edwardian period homestead for the region. 



The homestead is a timber homestead with a large hipped roof with a gablet vent at the apex of the roof. The roof falls in 
a straight line to create a verandah. The plan form reflects typical early 20th century planning for the region. The bulk of 
the building is essentially a rectangle with a large roof and there is a small projecting gable to the front. The gable has 
decorative timber strapping and timber finial. The windows are paired timber-framed sash windows with a straight profile 
timber hood (with corrugated metal cladding). The front door is under the verandah and is flanked by the same paired 
window style as found on the gable section. There is a tall and slender chimney to the rear. 



The large roof can be said to be a regional concession to the climate as it provides some insulation from the heat. This 
homestead is an archetype for the period and region. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



Ravenstone homestead at 720 Girgarre East Road, Harston is significant.



How is it Significant?



Ravenstone is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?



Ravenstone is of historic significanceas it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional 
development during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an 
understanding of the extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in 
demonstrating the impact of the consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A
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Ravenstone is of aesthetic significance for its early 20th century architecture. It demonstrates a restrained Edwardian 
expression. This can be found in the design of the gable with its timber strapping and finial and the timber framed paired 
windows. 



This homestead is a regional vernacular archetype of the Edwardian style. The large hipped roof and low verandah have 
been designed as a climatic response and provide the regional variation for this style. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 310 Heath Road HARSTON  (Atherstone)

Address 310 Heath Road HARSTON Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
The Harston area was part of the lands of the Ngurraiillam peoples, subsequently being situated within the huge 
Toolamba pastoral run, which the last pastoral tenant, James Winter, forfeited in 1877, having amassed freehold land 
amounting to around 26,000 acres [10522 ha], and creating 'Dhurringile' (VHR H1554), his imposing Italianate mansion, 
in 1876-77. 



      



Selectors largely moved in on the Toolamba run following the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, 
by allowing rents paid to be counted towards the final payment, at last succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small 
man on the land'. The initial wheatgrowing and sheep grazing gave way to some dairying after the advent of irrigation in 
the late 1880s; dairying predominated after World War 2, and more recently milk production, cropping, sheep grazing 
and beef production have assumed equal importance. The Harston locality has never boasted a township; a World War 2 
Memorial Hall, primary school, and former Presbyterian Church exist in scattered locations.



      



John Donaldson of Avenel 'pegged out' the 315 acres [127.5 ha], later found to be 314 acres, which comprised Allotment 
8, Section A, Parish of Girgarre East, on 18 August 1873, applying for the licence under the 1869 Land Act at the Land 
Board at Rushworth on 6 September. Donaldson, unusually for a selector, owned freehold land, 52 acres [21 ha] back at 
Avenel, which he leased out for grazing. The licence for the Harston allotment was unsuccessfully challenged after it was 
granted on 20 March 1874, the challenge made, also unusually, by a woman, Ellen McAdie of Glenrowan, who believed 
she had selected the same allotment. Donaldson received his lease on 20 March 1877. As revealed in his lease 
application, he was obviously a person of some means, and had achieved much in the first three years, including 146 
chains of post, rail and three wire fencing, the materials for which required capital, unlike the ubiquitous chock and log 
fence which selectors could create by simply using their felled trees. Fifty-eight acres [23.5 ha] were planted in wheat and 
barley, and he had erected a weatherboard house (2ft x 19 ft x 9 ft or 7.6m x 5.8m x 2.7m) with an iron roof and verandah 
(of 'soft and hard wood'), and a separate kitchen (20 ft x 12 ft x 9 ft or 6.1m x 3.7m x 3.7m) of hardwood. Only one fifth 
of selectors in the Parish of Girgarre East could afford to build their first dwelling of weatherboard; just over half of the 
first dwellings in the Parish were of log construction, 'log cabins' similar to those typical of the America frontier. 
Donaldson received the Crown Grant on 19 October 1883.



      



John Donaldson became a well-known and successful grazier in the district, extending his property by purchasing the 106 
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acre [42.9 ha] adjoining selection, Allotment 12, Section A, in October 1892. He produced good quality fat lambs and 
sheep (crossbred, comeback and Merino), cropped some years, and was known for his draught horses. He was a member 
of the Committee of the Tatura and Goulburn Valley Agricultural Society, President in 1894, and a sometime judge of 
grain and draught horse categories at the annual Show. With his family, he was highly involved in the Springvale (also 
known as Girgarre East) Presbyterian Church (HO19 and Hermes No 156143), hosting two hundred children at the 
'sabbath school picnic' of 1889 (Sunday School picnics in many country areas were traditionally open to children of all 
local denominations). 



      



Atherstone homestead was built by John Donaldson prior to November 1899, at which time it was described in the sale 
notice as a 'large brick house, with detached brick kitchen, dairy [probably a dairy coolroom], cellar'. Donaldson had 
purchased a large property at Temora in NSW. His Harston farm, now enlarged to 661 acres [267.5 ha] , was described as 
'splendid agricultural freehold...[with] most perfect improvements, valuable and highly-improved property, divided into 
10 paddocks by sheep-proof fencing', with 'barn, stable and all other complete improvements' and with one of the main 
irrigation channels running 'on high ground right through the property, making the irrigation of it most convenient.a 
really first-class, sound property'. Allowing for real estate hyperbole, the property was nevertheless clearly of high 
quality. This was evidenced by the clearing sale in February 1901, 'one of the most successful clearing sales held in the 
district'; it was attended by nearly five hundred farmers, and there was 'brisk demand for all description of stock, 
machinery and farm implements.' Many of the brood mares, with foals at foot, sold for up to £50. The Age reported on 3 
December 1900 that the homestead block of 420 acres [170 ha] had been purchased by Edward Baldwin, a Kyneton 
grocer, at £9.5.0 per acre, and the further 240 acres [97.1 ha] sold at £5.4.0 per acre to an established local farmer, D 
Collie; the title shows the transfer date as 3 March 1903, the property possibly being leased for the intervening period.



      



Edward Baldwin's son, Arthur Begg Baldwin, ran the property from at least mid 1902; his brother Menzies also had a 
farm in the area, possibly similarly purchased by their father. Soon on arrival in the district, in September 1902 and aged 
around 35, AB Baldwin undertook classes conducted by the Department of Agriculture at Tatura under the auspices of 
the local Agricultural Society, a 'short course of instruction to farmers' sons in chemistry, botany, and agriculture [held] 
during the interval between seed time and harvest time'. He gained overall top place across the three venues where the 
classes had been run (Tatura, where 67 attended, Charlton and Bacchus Marsh), thus gaining the gold medal offered by 
the Australian Natives' Association (ANA). On the property he continued Donaldson's concentration on the production 
on fat lambs and sheep.



      



AB Baldwin was a progressive farmer, and also, unusually, involved himself in agricultural issues at a state and even 
national level. He had entered enthusiastically into irrigated agriculture, in December 1902 forwarding to the 
Australasian newspaper photographs he had taken of how irrigated cropping for hay was carried out on his property and 
of the successful result, lauding irrigation. At the 1907 Conference of the Victorian Chamber of Agriculture ('the 
farmers' parliament'), which was attended by the Lieut-Governor and the state Minister for Agriculture, Baldwin on 27 
June gave a 'lengthy paper' on irrigation, 'reviewing the Water Act 1905, then reviewing at length all the great irrigation 
works of the world', and criticising the high new rates to be introduced for farms in irrigation areas. In this address 
Baldwin presciently pointed to the inevitability of the rise of dairying on irrigated farms. His choice of topic was of the 
moment, as irrigation was 'in the air' at this time, with great hopes held for a rejuvenation of the sector due to the recent 
appointment of a dynamic new Chairman of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission (SRWSC), the American 
expert Elwood Mead. Baldwin attended the annual Conference again in 1914 (this event, also opened by the Governor, 
was attended by the Prime Minister, Joseph Cook), and probably many other such conferences: these were prestigious 
events.
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Baldwin also entered the heated national debate on tariffs applied to imported USA harvesters, tariffs which HV McKay 
and other local manufacturers had been urging should be a considerably increased. In a letter to the editor on Boxing Day 
1905, Baldwin alluded to the inevitable higher costs to farmers and commented: 'We have had a surfeit of the views of 
the manufacturers, their agents and the employees, and the political agitators of the Trades-hall, but very little of the 
views of the farmers, who would suffer most of all. As a farmer I know that we are a class slow to move politically, 
almost criminally negligent of own interests...'



      



AB Baldwin was involved in the public life of the local community. He supported the local school, and was guest speaker 
at such events as the opening of the new school building in 1914 and Empire Day in 1915; he gave a lecture on 'useful 
local birds' to the pupils in 1910. He was also Scoutmaster of the First Harston Scout Troop, and involved in the Tatura 
Agricultural Society.



      



The property passed to him on 4 June 1925, some time after the death of his father. AB Baldwin and his wife left Harston 
in early 1929, 'greatly missed as for years they have taken an active part in the public life of the district'. Retiring to 
Mornington, they named their new house Atherstone, this indicating that it was most likely the Baldwin family which had 
so named the Harston house and property.



      



Subsequent owners have retained the original 'large brick house' substantially as it was built by John Donaldson. 



      



References:



Selection file for John Donaldson (PROV)



Anne Tyson, 'A survey of building materials employed in the earliest buildings of the selectors in the Parish of Girgarre 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1270 River Road TOOLAMBA (Rosyth)

Address 1270 River Road TOOLAMBA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 

 
The huge Toolamba or Innes pastoral station, of 87,801 acres [35,532 hectares], which was gazetted in 1845, covered part 
of the lands of the Bangerang Aboriginal peoples on the north, and of the Ngurraiillam to the south. It had been 
established by David and Alexander Innes. Taken over the next year by Henry and Patrick Stevenson, it was acquired in 
February 1868 by John, James and William Winter, who had become the largest landowners in northern Victoria. James 
Winter, the sole leaseholder from 2 April 1870, forfeited in November 1877, having amassed just under 26,000 acres 
[10,522 hectares] of freehold land. Winter created 'Dhurringile', his imposing Italianate mansion, in 1876-77.



      



Selectors moved in on James Winter's pastoral run under Section 42 of the Amending Land Act 1865, which limited 
holdings to 160 acres, although most of the Toolamba area was selected under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before 
survey' Act, which came into operation in February 1870 and allowed for selections of up to 320 acres; it was the more 
generous terms of this Act that finally succeeded in achieving the Government's aims of 'putting the small man on the 
land.'



S Bondige obtained freehold of the 100 acres [40.5 ha] of Allotment 210, Parish of Murchison North, County of Rodney, 
adjacent to the Goulburn River, on 8 February 1873.[1] By 1914, Thomas Hastie had acquired the property,[2] and the 
house probably dates from this time. 



Before arriving in the Goulburn Valley in 1897, Hastie had been the overseer of Werribee Park, the Chirnside estate at 
Werribee, and his farewells from that district had been effulgent, including the publication of an eight-stanza poem on the 
front page of the local paper lauding his achievements.[3] James Winter of Dhurringile, who had known Hastie and 
clearly held him in high esteem, had in fact appointed him executor of his estate, along with brother John Irving 
Winter,[4] and from July 1897 Hastie was the manager for the Dhurringile Estate Company[5], which managed Winter's 
extensive properties (then 24,789 acres or 10,032 ha) after the latter's early death in 1885, in the interests of James' 
widow Caroline (nee Pettett) and children. During some of this time Hastie had lived at Toolamba House, now known as 
Binda Vale (1350 River Road, Toolamba),[6] on the former Pre-Emptive Right of the Toolamba run immediately to the 
north: that house had been James' Winter's home for some period before the completion of his mansion. 



Hastie was well-known and respected on a broader stage than Werribee or the Goulburn Valley. In February 1910, 'with 
a wide knowledge of agriculture, dairying and pastoral pursuits',[7] and 'having a keen knowledge of the value of 
Goulbum Valley land', as his obituary later noted, he was appointed to the revamped three member Closer Settlement 
Board, on a yearly salary of £700. His obituary later explained: 'Few men knew this State better than the deceased, who 
realised its great possibilities with the subdividing of large holdings. Of a kindly disposition, the late Mr. Hastie was 
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keenly interested in the welfare of the early closer settlers.'[8] He was described by William Baillieu, Minister for Public 
Works, as 'a very hard-headed, practical Scotch-man.'[9] Possibly he, with the others, proved less hard-headed and more 
generous to settlers than expected, and Hastie retired from the position in 1915 after yet another inquiry into Closer 
Settlement, his occupation now listed in the electoral rolls from 1916 as farmer.



      



On his appointment to the Board Hastie had resigned as a representative of the Tatura Riding of the Rodney Shire 
Council and as a member of the Tatura Waterworks Trust. He was also connected with the Tatura Agricultural Society 
and a number of other organisations.



      



Thomas Hastie, with his sons, ran the property, which the family had christened Rosyth, until his death in February 1932, 
concentrating on sheep and fat lambs.



      



Thomas' son Clive continued on the farm. The family sold in February 1939, by which time it comprised 361 acres [146 
ha] of freehold land and 90 acres [36.5ha] of leasehold.[10] 



      



The property was then operated by a succession of farmers, including Ray Tweddle and D Hogan. None altered the 
simple rectangular plan of the house, and the dwelling has been carefully restored and conserved by the current owners.



[1] Plan, Parish of Murchison North, 1880



[2] Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983, p. 107    



[3] Bacchus Marsh Express, 14 August 1897, p. 1



[4] Argus, 18 February 1907, p. 10



[5] Stewart Morvell op. cit.



[6] Ibid.



[7] Shepparton Advertiser, 11 February 1932, p. 5



[8] Ibid.



[9] Bendigo Advertiser, 16 Feb 1910, p. 3



[10] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 25 January 1939, p. 2

Description 

 
Physical Condition 
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The late Victorian homestead demonstrates most of the architectural features associated with this style. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The house known as the former Hastie house at 1270 River Road, Toolamba is significant. 



How is it Significant?



The house is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?



It is of historic significance for its association with the development of the Toolamba District during the early 20th 
century. 



It is of historic significance for its association with Thomas Hastie. Hastie was the manager of Dhurringhile for some 
time and during this period he held a number of local positions; he was a representative for the Tatura Riding of the 
Rodney Shire Council and a member of the Tatura Waterworks Trust. He was also connected with the Tatura 
Agricultural Society and a number of other organisations. However, it was his membership of the three member Closer 
Settlement Board where he made the greatest contribution to public life. HERCON criterion A



      



It is of aesthetic significance as for its representative architecture. It has retained its integrity and is relatively intact. 
HERCON criterion E
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1350 River Road TOOLAMBA (Binda Vale)

Address 1350 River Road  TOOLAMBA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  Yes HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular,  
Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
The genesis of Binda Vale, previously known as Toolamba House, is somewhat obscure, but it is clear that the original 
rectangular brick section was built, probably in the late 1860s or early 1870s, by James Winter, the last squatter of the 
Toolamba Run and builder of Dhurringile mansion.



      



The Toolamba district covered part of the lands of the Bangerang Aboriginal peoples on the north, and of the 
Ngurraiillam to the south. The huge Toolamba or Innes pastoral station, of 87,801 acres [35,532 hectares], was 
established byDavid and Alexander Innes and gazetted in 1845. Taken over the next year by Henry and Patrick 
Stevenson, it was acquired in February 1868 by John, James and William Winter, who with their brother Irving had 
become the largest landholders in northern Victoria. James Winter became the sole leaseholder on 2 April 1870 after the 
mutually-agreed dissolution of the Winter Brothers' partnership. 



      



The Pre-Emptive Right of the run (Crown Section A, parish of Murchison North, County of Rodney) was originally 
centred on a house on the eastern partof the Pre-Emptive Right set back from the bank of the Goulburn River. It has been 
variously described as being built partially or totally of mud brick, or of brick, or even of weatherboard: local sources and 
stories vary. This building may have dated from Patrick Stevenson's occupation of the run. Some local historians 
describe it as 'castle-like'[1] and believe Winter built and lived in this house for a time. Warwick Finlay and Stewart 
Morvell cite large poplars and gums as identifying the location; a pair of brick pillars or gate-posts, the entrance to the 
house and garden, were visible within living memory, suggesting a building and grounds of substance.[2] Most local 
historians agree that the floods of 1869 and 1870 rendered this building and site unlivable.[3] Toolamba House/Binda 
Vale is also located on the old Pre-Emptive Right of the Toolamba station, but in a less flood-prone location west of the 
earlier site. 



      



Listings for James Winter's purchased lands in the Waranga Shire rate books are inconclusive in dating or understanding 
his residences before Dhurringile (Winter successfully acquired a total of around 26,000 acres [10,522 ha] of freehold 
land during the selection period). Entries for the years 1865 to 1869 list a residence on the 640 acres of the Pre-Emptive 
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Physical investigation of this building might aid in determining its origins and morphology more securely.



      



Between 1870 and 1872 James Winter had added to the 640 acre [259 ha] Pre-Emptive Right the 561 acres of Allotments 
224, 225, 226 and 227 PR, which were contiguous on the north; this was under the auction system, which favoured 
pastoral tenants with their greater financial resources.[10]



      



The next occupant of Toolamba House/Binda Vale was Thomas Hastie, the manager from July 1897 of the Winter lands 
for the Dhurringile Estate Company Pty Ltd, set up after James Winter's early death in 1885 to manage his properties in 
the interests of his widow Caroline (nee Pettett) and children.[11] Hastie, known to and clearly esteemed by James 
Winter, was in fact one of Winter's executors, along with the latter's brother John.[12] Hastie ultimately became well-
known and respected on a broader stage than the Goulburn Valley or Werribee, where he had previously been manager of 
the Chirnside estates: in February 1910, he was appointed to the revamped three member Closer Settlement Board, a 
prestigious and important role. Following his appointment, Hastie had lived for a time at the Dhurringile mansion, then 
moved into Toolamba House/Binda Vale: for how long is unclear, but he had purchased his own property immediately to 
the south of the Pre-emptive Right around 1908, and from 1915, when he left the CSB, he devoted himself to farming his 
property, Rosyth, with his sons. Morvell notes that members of the Hastie family have had a long association with the life 
of the district, 'in sporting, social and working activities.'[13]



      



The extensive weatherboard addition to the original long rectangular brick building must have been constructed at the 
turn of the century or just after. The new section consisted of six high-ceilinged rooms on the east accessed from a new 
central front door on that facade, with an L-shaped hall, and one internal, centrally-placed door giving access from the 
new section to the original wing via a small hall in that building. Verandahs were built on the north and east faces. 



      



Samuel Howell and John Harding purchased the property in 1919, operating in a partnership under the name of Howell 
and Harding. Harding brought with him his high-quality Shorthorn stud;[14] he had earlier been the manager at Mackay's 
Station, Wycheproof. 



      



On 14 December 1933, the property, now augmented to comprise 1306 acres [528.5 ha], was purchased by Frank 
Pilkington Brett, a well-known Melbourne solicitor.[15] It was managed as a grazing property by Charles Edward Smith; 
his son Arthur later also developed a dairy herd on the property. The four allotments north of the PR were (and are) 
uncleared, and like many locals in the history of the Murchison and Toolamba areas, Smith and his four sons went into 
the business of timber-getting, supplying wood in all lengths and sizes. Wood was delivered to local customers by truck, 
and to Melbourne clients by rail. Mill logs were transported to the Toolamba railway station by bullock team until 1937-
38. Large quantities of 5 feet [1.5m] billets were supplied to the Shepparton Butter Factory, and smaller amounts to the 
local butter factory (Ludlow's), the Tatura bakery and the Mooroopna Hospital. During World War 2, thousands of tons 
of one-foot blocks were supplied to the Prisoner of War and internment camps, contracts being for 2000 tons at a time, at 
fifteen shillings per ton, with the Army collecting it from the stacks at Binda Vale.[16] 



Frank Brett died in late January 1938, and in November that year some 'outlying paddocks' of Binda Vale were 
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advertised for sale, along with the homestead's stock, including a team of eight working bullocks, beef cattle, and 550 
sheep.[17] The land did not sell. In January 1939, 'horses, hay and grain, implements and milking plant, sundries' were 
disposed of at a clearing sale.[18] The large dairy herd was sold in October 1939,[19] and in January 1940 the 1242 acres 
[503 ha] then comprising the property was advertised for sale in two sections, 161 acres [65 ha] west of River Road and 
the homestead block of 1081 acres [437 ha] on the east side of River Road. Six hundred acres of the homestead block 
were claimed to be of a 'very rich loam [that] fattens anything that stands on four legs.' The house was described as 'a 
substantial wooden and part brick Homestead of 11 rooms-water laid on', with 'exceptionally good outbuildings needed 
to work the property.'[20] The property did not sell then, and the Smith family continued on the property as lessees.[21]



On 25 August 1947, the 1081 acre homestead section of the property was purchased by Jack Vernon Edgar.[22] Edgar, a 
keen polo player, ran Binda Vale as a cattle grazing property; he also raised polo ponies, and constructed a saucer-shaped 
polo practice pit, the remains of which could still be seen in the 1990s. 



Edgar sold to Captain Felix Edge on 18 November 1952.[23] The Edge family soon concentrated on raising Aberdeen 
Angus cattle, but later under son Derek farming activities were extended to include cropping and lucerne production. 
From 1952 until 2007, timber was cut, now under strict regulations, from the northern section, including redgum sleepers 
for the Puffing Billy tourist railway. The family, who retained the property for 59 years, made a few minor changes to the 
exterior: a small hexagonal sunroom protruding from under the verandah on the north-east corner, a porch on the 
doorway at the northern end of the original brick section, and the closing-in of the south end of the verandah of the 
original section to create a bootroom.[24]



The Edge family sold to Craig Kefford in June 2007. The property was purchased by Alex Arena in 2010, and it is run as 
part of his Holstein stud breeding operation. The house has been repaired and repainted, and the stable altered, with new 
lining to the stalls, and timber cladding, although the original redgum poles still support the roof.



[1] Finlay, Warwick, Winter-Irving, Murchison, 2016 (2008), p. 7



[2] Finlay, Warwick, op. cit.; Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983, p. 23



[3] Warwick Finlay, The Doctor, the Captain, the Poet and others: commemorating 150 years of Murchison Township, 
Shepparton, 2005 (2004), p. 39    



[4] Morvell, op. cit., p. 71



[5] Alexandra and Yea Standard, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express, 30 September 1892, p. 2



[6] Stewart Morvell, op. cit.



[7] Leader, 26 January 1878, p. 3



[8] Goulburn Advertiser, 11 November 1875, in WH Bossence, Murchison, Hawthorn 1965, p. 95



[9] Argus, 3 July 1876, p. 5



[10] Plan, Parish of Murchison North; Riverine Herald, 6 April 1872, p. 2



[11] Morvell, op. cit., p. 107



[12] Argus,18 February 1907, p. 10
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[13] Morvell, op. cit., p. 107



[14] Obituary for John Harding, Australasian, 20 September 1930, p. 37



[15] Title: Vol 5880 Fol 953



[16] All information on the Smith's timber-getting is from Morvell, op. cit., p. 108.



[17] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 23 November 1938, p. 2



[18] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 18 January 1939, p. 7



[19] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 11 October 1939, p. 8



[20] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 17 January 1940, p. 2



[21] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 20 November 1940, p. 4



[22] Title: Vol 7096 Fol 064



[23] Derek Edge, personal communication, 17 March 2017



[24] Derek Edge, op. cit.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The homestead has been developed over two periods/three periods with some minor later additions. 



      



According to the history it is likely that the brick gable roofed section was constructed c.1860s-1870s with a later timber 
section constructed to the east of the orginal building in c.1900.



      



The gable roofed section is constructed from brick, now painted. There is a straight profile verandah to the west with 
timber posts and simple timber brackets, windows and doors. The roof retains its short sheets of corrugated metal roofing, 
now painted green. 



      



The plan shows this six room building as having no internal access between the rooms. This was not uncommon and 
there are records describing this type of design. The first house at Bontharambo (Wangaratta) was described as being of 
this design. Access was gained from the verandahs. It is possible that what is described as the lounge and dining area 
(attached to both main sections) was constructed during the same period as the gable roofed building. This could have 
been the store or a detached kitchen. 
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Internally the timber trusses are exposed with a mansard profile ceiling lined with timber boards. The ledged and braced 
timber door survives. 



      



The 20th century section is constructed from timber and clad with timber weatherboards. It has a hipped roof clad with 
slate tiles, brick chimneys, and a verandah to the north and east. This section has six high-ceilinged rooms on the east 
entered from a new central front door and with access from the new section to the original wing via a small hall in the 
latter building. Typically for the period there are elaborated pressed metal ceilings and cornices.



      



During the mid 20th century a number of small alterations occurred with the construction of a small hexagonal sunroom 
protruding from under the verandah on the north-east corner, a porch on the doorway at the northern end of the original 
brick section, and the closing-in of the south end of the verandah of the original section to create a bootroom. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The homestead and its garden setting. 



This includes the architectural features associated with the earliest section (c.1860s) and the architectural features 
associated with c.1900 section (the internal wall and ceiling finishes, the latter largely relating to the pressed metal 
ceilings and cornices). The mid 20th century alterations contribute to the significance of the building.



The stable building, albeit altered, contributes to the significance of the place.



   



   



How is it Significant?



Binda Vale is significant to the State of Victoria and has local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance. 



   



   



Why is it Significant? 



Binda Vale is of historic significance as a rare surviving example of an early squatter's homestead and one that predates 
the more typical squatting mansions.



It is of historic significance for its association with James Winter, the last squatter of the Toolamba Run and builder of 
Dhurringile mansion.



It is of historic significance for its association with the early pastoral development of the region and its continuing 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1620 River Road TOOLAMBA (Toolamba Cemetery)

Address 1620 River Road TOOLAMBA Significance Level Local

Place Type Cemetery/Graveyard/Burial Ground

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
On 23 March 1874, eight acres in the Parish of Toolamba, County of Rodney, were reserved for a cemetery. John Lewis, 
Frank Knight, John Menzies, James Grant, and Michael McNamara were gazetted as the inaugural Trustees on 10 May 
1875. 



      



The first three trustees resigned two years later and were replaced in January 1877 by James Teese, Richard Wilcox and 
William Knight. Teese and Wilcox were members of the party of nine men from Drummond near Kyneton (an area from 
which many Goulburn Valley selectors emanated) who in 1869 travelled along the west bank of the Goulburn River from 
Murchison to McCoy's Bridge in search of suitable land to select. Lush grass led them to chose Toolamba. Descendants 
of the party have erected a stone monument to the group at Pogue Road near the intersection with Rutherford Road, 
Toolamba; the inscription includes the words 'This marked the beginning of the Pogue generations at Toolamba'. The 
presumed site of the group's camp at Toolamba is listed on the Victorian Heritage Inventory (H7925-0011) as 'Toolamba 
Bark Hut Camp'. 



      



The first Minutes, dated 8 July 1878, show Lewis, Teese, Wilcox and John McGill as in attendance; the latter, having 
arrived in 1869, was one of the few selectors who had chosen land here under the 1865 Land Act and is believed to be the 
first selector in the area. Early meetings were held at Knight's Hotel, then at Hazlett's in what is now Old Toolamba.



      



The initial cemetery fees included: Sinking of a 6 ft grave: £1; Adult internment: £1.10.0; Sinking of a grave under 12 
years: 12/6; Under 12 years of age interment: £1; Still-born grave: 12/6; Still-born interment: 10/-. 



      



At this time in Victoria, as now, it was acknowledged that small cemetery trusts were often unable to generate sufficient 
funds to maintain or improve their facilities, and government grants in aid were available, Toolamba cemetery receiving 
an average of £20 annually in these early years.



      



In 1878 trees still needed to be grubbed out and the site cleared; interestingly the trustees put out a tender for this-'seven 
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In May 1906 damage to grave railings and destruction of decorative glass domes saw the Trust offering a £5 reward for 
information leading to the conviction of the perpetrators. The culprits had been found by July, but 'on account of the 
youth of the offenders' the Trustees agreed to 'write to the parents a Warning to control them in the future.' Three 
hundred pickets had been obtained from the Wahring Saw Mill, and thus presumably a picket fence distinguished part of 
the cemetery at this time.



      



John McGill, early Trustee, had permission to graze the cemetery from November 1903 to November 1907 at ten 
shillings per year: this helped with weed control. 



      



In 1908 the Trustees attempted to reserve more land when a portion of the Township Reserve was to be sold, requesting 
the Secretary for Lands on 18 August 1908 that 'a portion of the land on the North and East sides of the said Cemetry 
[sic] be left unsold for public convenience and future use for Cemetry purposes'. This did not eventuate, however.



      



In September 1914 plans were drawn up for six sections in the cemetery. New tools were purchased, along with new 
webbing straps and a frame for grave marking.



      



Weeds continued to be a problem, and in April 1918 the Trustees wrote to the Curator of the Botanical Gardens for 
information on poisoning such species. Salt was used in 1940; decades later, in March 1979, the Trust was again asking 
for advice on the control of weeds, this time from the Lands Department.



      



In 1920 it was decided to issue certificates of title to purchasers of graves. The Secretary was asked to look at fees at 
neighbouring cemeteries and 'fall in with any advance in charges for such work.' Tatura's scale of fees was adopted the 
next year. A sexton, A Morgan of Tatura, was appointed, although he resigned two years later, replaced by H Fitt. 



      



In February 1924 the Trustees decided that soldiers who had fought in the Great War should be granted a free title, and 
that any purchase money already paid for such a soldier's grave be refunded; the War Graves Commission was to be 
informed of this and asked for information about erecting soldiers' tombstones. A year later however, in April 1925, the 
Trustees were warning the Commission that 'the Trust will not undertake the perpetual maintenance of War Graves in 
Toolamba Cemetery free of cost to the Commonwealth.' In 1947 a maintenance agreement was entered into with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 



      



Fences were a perennial issue. In 1923 a new fence for the eastern and southern boundaries was 'to consist of 4 posts to 
the chain with 3 droppers between, 2 barbed wires on top and 6 plain wires, Mr Fitts to quote, and also be asked for a 
price for day labor for cleaning up the cemetery'. Whether this was built is unclear. In August 1925 the fences again 
needed attention. The Cyclone Gate and Fence Company had been written to regarding costs and design of Cyclone 
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fencing; the necessary number of posts were ordered from Mr Thorne, and small railings and pebbles costed. Some works 
were completed early in 1927, but fences are continually referred to from 1925 to 1929. In mid 1929 the fences were wire-
netted. There were also ongoing issues with the joint fence on the east.



      



Working bees were a fact of life for the trustees of most country cemeteries, but the first mention of such at Toolamba is 
the call for one in the Minutes of 6 July 1929, and they are referred to sporadically from then, although at times the 
Trustees were engaging labor, and were advertising in February 1933 for other volunteers to help. By the late 1930s, 
however, working bees were an annual occurrence, right up until the 1960s.



      



Much devolved on the secretary of these small voluntary committees: the Minutes are replete with such comments as 
'..the secretary be instructed to procure necessary material required in effecting the necessary repairs & 
improvements to Cemetery, also be empowered to secure labour to have work done' (Minutes, 2 March 1939). 



      



Ornamental trees were again planted in March 1941, along the front of the cemetery, at a working bee of Trust members. 
The Trust loyally decided to invest £30 in the Liberty (War) Loan, which had just been announced, at the meeting of 4 
March 1942.



      



Charges were increased in 1945: Sinking of a 6 ft grave: 35 shillings; Reopening a 6 ft grave: 30 shillings; Sinking a 7ft 6 
in grave: £2.5.0; Sinking or reopening child's grave under 12 years: £1; With an extra charge 'if conditions are not 
normal'. They were soon revised yet further upwards.



      



In 1952 the gates were repaired. For some time prior to 1957 R Barron had been leasing the unused portion of the 
cemetery; from that year it was leased to J Cross for grazing, with the application of superphosphate allowed.



      



Maintenance was continual: caring for grave sites, control of grass, scrub cutting, grass chipping around graves, attending 
to trees (including lopping the large pine trees, for example in 1958 ) and fallen timber, pegging out new sites. A toilet 
was built and the fence painted in 1959. Fencing and gate repairs in were again undertaken in 1963 and 1964, including 
the erecting of new boundary fences. In 1966 Tatura Apex obliged the Trust's request to paint the front fence.



      



The internment fee for all burials was now 30 shillings. The Trust's financial position through the second half of the 
twentieth century seems to have been, in contrast to that of many other small cemeteries, generally robust, with 
investments in Commonwealth Treasury Bonds. Bank credit at 31 December 1963 was a healthy £112. 3.8, although this 
was unusually high, and some soon went on fencing. 
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The current front fence was erected in August 1977 by members of Tatura Apex Club: it consists of 'concrete posts, plain 
wire (high tensile) and steel droppers'. The entrance sign was replaced, and the six large pine trees along the fence line 
removed. From 1979 for a number of years the Toolamba Fire Brigade was called on to conduct an annual burn off: the 
next year the Toolamba Community Group assisted at a working bee.



      



In 1982, the Trust made available the Trust minutes to local historian Stuart Morvell for his history of Toolamba (Heart 
of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983). By this time a grave site cost $20 and the internment fee was $10. Mrs 
Bowman was welcome, after erecting a back fence, to graze the back paddock at an annual fee of $1 in early 1984. 



      



The 1980s and onwards brought a new level of bureaucracy to the hitherto very independent cemetery trusts, a plethora of 
new regulations, directions, and forms. For instance authorised Trust members could now authorise burials only after the 
appropriate documentation. Health Department circulars were regular.



      



In 1989 new trees were planted by Beryl Crow. Alan Cross began a Cross family tradition of slashing the cemetery to 
keep the grass down, and later Ray Luscombe commenced his decades of spraying for weeds.



      



The Trust was incorporated in 1996, and trustees appointed for the first of the new five- year fixed terms. 



      



In 1997, with a Department of Human Services review of the 1958 Cemeteries Act, Shepparton City Council was looking 
for amalgamations of local cemeteries, but in local consultations, Toolamba Trust rejected amalgamation, as did most 
local cemeteries, only Shepparton and Pine Lodge being in favour. The Trust joined the Cemeteries and Crematoria 
Association of Victoria in 2000.



      



Fees for grave sites and internments rose abruptly at this time. In 1994, the cost of a plot was $60, internment $20; by 
2002, these fees had risen to $140 and $65 respectively. Numbers of burial were declining, with 3 in 2002 and 2 in 2003, 
with three plots sold that year. Five internments took place in 2005. New regulations from July 2005 meant the cost of 
plots was to be indexed to the CPI.



      



In 2004 the Trust considered whether to install a gravel 'lawn' section like Tongala but it was felt there would not be 
enough demand. A pepper tree near the gate was removed and a general cleanup undertaken. In 2005, the remaining pine 
trees, which were dropping branches, were 'cut back to stumps' by Powercor, and have subsequently been replaced by 
natives. A commemorative 'Lone Pine' was planted at the Centenary of Anzac in 2015.



      



The first woman member, Lynda Pogue, was elected to the Trust in 2005 and is the current Secretary.
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Tenure on the Trust has generally been long. R Barron retired due to ill-health in 1954 after 40 years, many as Secretary. 
W Daunt had completed 51 years as a Trustee at his death in 1965. A Crawford served on the trust for 50 years, including 
holding the position of Chairman from 1945 to 1975; T Boch served 30 years from 1949 to 1979, K Luscombe 31 years 
until his resignation in 1993, and G Cross at his resignation in 1983 had served 38 years. At his resignation in 1996 L 
Flynn had been a Trustee for 28 years and Chairman for 21. Generations of the prolific Pogue family were Trustees: WG 
Pogue had served 24 years when he died in 1969, R Pogue from 1972 to 1999, his father from 1954 to 1971. David Rae 
was a Trustee for 55 years.



Public cemeteries in Victoria are still governed by cemetery trusts. Members of cemetery trusts are appointed by the 
Governor in Council, upon recommendation of the Minister for Health (the Minister).



      



References:



Minute Book of Toolamba Cemetery Trust



Register of Cemetery Gazettals: 1925. 2546; 1942. 4114; 1944. 3056; 1948. 3876; 1948. 6669.



Government Gazette, 19 January 1877, p. 84



Riverine Herald, 19 March 1878, p. 2



Government Gazette, 5 March 1880, p. 529



Government Gazette, 23 October 1885, p. 2911



Kyabram Union, 23 August 1889, p. 2

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Toolamba cemetery is situated on a rectangular piece of level land covering 3.2 hectares (8 acres) to the west of the 
Goulburn River on the southern border of what was the original location of the township of Toolamba, now known as 
Old Toolamba. The entry is located near the north-west corner, with a painted sign announcing 'Toolamba Cemetery' and 
a mesh farm gate; a similar but subsidiary entrance is to be found further along River Road. Boundary fences are post and 
wire, sections close to the entrance having concrete posts. 



      



Graves are distributed throughout the north-eastern section in denominational areas, Church of England, Presbyterian, 
Catholic, Others, while bush regrowth covers more than half the site. Young native trees and bushes line the perimeter 
fence on the northern and western boundaries. There are no made paths, drives are of gravel, and the site is in rough 
mown grass. A green Colorbond garden shed includes a toilet.
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The Toolamba cemetery contains around two hundred and forty burials. Graves are all east-facing, with the graves of 
some long-established farming families prominent. There is no section for lawn burials, and the lack of availability of 
water means the appearance of the cemetery reflects the season. The cemetery is well maintained. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Toolamba Cemetery at 1620 River Road, Toolamba. This includes the burial sites, the memorials, and 
denominational layout of the graves.



      



The fences, Colorbond shed/toilets and shrubby re-growth are not of significance.



   



   



How is it Significant?



The Toolamba Cemetery is of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton.



Why is it Significant?



The Toolamba Cemetery is of historic and social significance for its association with the development of Toolamba. The 
cemetery contains the graves of most of the early settlers and community leaders. HERCON criteria A & G



      



The Toolamba Cemetery is of aesthetic significance for its surviving memorials, headstones, markers and its clearly 
identifiable denominational layout. HERCON criterion D
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The farmstead is of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 




   



   



Why is it Significant?



It is of historic significance for its contribution to an understanding of relatively small scale farming in the region during 
the early 20th century. The scale of farming is typical for the period when larger properties were broken up to provide an 
opportunity for a greater intensification of farming. HERCON criterion A



      



The brick homestead is of aesthetic significance for its representative 20th century domestic architecture. The 
architectural features such as the Tudor-inspired arch to the entrance, the face red brick with decorative elements such as 
the soldier coursing and header bricks, and the paired timber-framed windows all contribute to the 'Old English' styling 
of this house. HERCON criterion D



      



The shearing shed is of technical significance for its use of flattened metal sheeting and its associated atypical, relatively 
lightweight timber framing. The timber framing is partially in response to the dimensions of the metal cladding and also 
the possible shortage and/or expense of larger sections of timber. The recycling of flattened metal containers was 
relatively common during the Depression era and during periods of economic necessity. HERCON criterion F
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 800 Toolamba Road TOOLAMBA

Address 800 Toolamba Road TOOLAMBA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant ?



800 Toolamba Road, Toolamba is significant.



How is it Significant ?



800 Toolamba Road, Toolamba is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance significance to the City of 
Greater Shepparton.



Why is it Significant? 



800 Toolamba Road, Toolamba it is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of 
rural and regional development during the mid 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an 
understanding of the extent of prosperity experienced by a cohort of farmers in the region during this period. It assists in 
demonstrating the impact of the consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region.



As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A



800 Toolamba Road is of aesthetic significance for its representative architecture. HERCON criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 825 Toolamba Road TOOLAMBA (Osborne House)

Address 825 Toolamba Road  TOOLAMBA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901) 
Vernacular

History and Historical Context 

 
The Toolamba district constituted part of the lands of the Bangerang Aboriginal peoples on the north, and of the 
Ngurraiillam to the south. The huge Toolamba or Innes pastoral station, of 87,801 acres [35,532 hectares], was 
established by David and Alexander Innes and gazetted in 1845. Taken over the next year by Henry and Patrick 
Stevenson, it was acquired in February 1868 by John, James and William Winter, who became the largest landowners in 
northern Victoria. James Winter, the sole leaseholder from 2 April 1867, forfeited in November 1877, having amassed 
over 26,000 acres [10,522 hectares] of freehold land. Winter created 'Dhurringile', his imposing Italianate mansion, in 
1876-77. 



Selectors moved in on James Winter's pastoral run under Section 42 of the Amending Land Act 1865, which limited 
holdings to 160 acres. Most of the Toolamba area, however, was selected under the Land Act 1869, the 'selection before 
survey' Act, which came into operation in February 1870 and allowed for selections of up to 320 acres; it was the more 
generous terms of this Act that finally succeeded in achieving the Government's aims of 'putting the small man on the 
land.' 



The initial agriculture was grain-growing. Limited irrigation water was first made available to the western Goulburn 
Valley in May 1886. Initially this was from a pumping station on the Goulburn River south of Murchison while the 
Goulburn Weir was being constructed, then from the Weir in 1891. Irrigation made possible successful dairying and fruit-
growing in this district and across the wider Goulburn Valley.



Ann Farrell, farmer and owner of the Coach and Horses Hotel in Mooroopna, selected the 245 acres [129.5 ha] of 
Allotment 22, Parish of Toolamba, County of Rodney, the land on which Osborne House is located, in 1870, obtaining 
freehold on 23 October 1880.[1] Her son David John Farrell was by October 1894 living with his family at Osborne 
House; a report of the wedding of his stepdaughter refers to 'Osborne House, the residence of the bride's parents'.[2] The 
wedding breakfast was 'laid out in the large dining-hall, and fully fifty people sat down'.[3]



Thus it is clear that Osborne House was built by October 1894, probably by David Farrell and his wife Ellen Elizabeth 
'Nellie' Farrell sometime after they married in 1878, perhaps with the considerable funds his wife had inherited after the 
death of her first husband;[4] there may be a slight possibility that the dwelling had been constructed by David's mother 
Ann. 



David Farrell died at St Kilda on 3 January 1913, and the property was left to his wife, for her lifetime.[5] It was probably 
farmed by eldest son Edwin John Farrell (it is clear from electoral rolls that the other sons had moved away): sales reports 
indicate Edwin Farrell was selling fat lambs from Toolamba.[6] Or the property may have been leased out for long 
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periods, as Ellen was doing in 1921 with a 160 acre [64.5 ha] property at Toolamba in March 1921.[7]



Ellen Farrell died on 5 May 1951 at 94. It is unclear when the Farrell family ceased their connection with Osborne House. 
Historian of Toolamba Stewart 'Bill' Morvell writes that Osborne House was purchased by Robert and Alexa Kerr in 
1939; the couple ran a dairy farm, hand-milking and supplying Ludlow's, the local butter factory. [8] Morvell notes that 
the bathroom and laundry were detached from the house: this building is still extant. 'Good water' was available from a 
90 feet bore in the back yard.[9] 



Subsequently Don and Wendy Stephens share-farmed the holding for Felix Edge from 1958 to 1974, when they 
purchased the property.[10]



The house in good condition.



[1] Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983, p. 46; Plan: Parish of Toolamba, County of 
Rodney



[2] Kyabram Union and Rodney Shire Advocate,12 October 1894, p. 5



[3] Ibid.



[4] Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983, p. 81



[5] Will of David Farrell, accessed on 16 April 2017



http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/veo-
download?objectId=090fe2738036d784&format=pdf&docTitle=07591P00020004882470pdf&encodingId
=Revision-2-Document-1-Encoding-1-DocumentData



[6] For example, Argus, 18 March 1938, p. 7



[7] Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal, 23 March 1921, p. 3



 [8] Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba , Shepparton, 1983, p. 118  



[9] Ibid.



 [10] Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba , Shepparton, 1983, p.189

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The farmhouse is a typical mid to late Victorian building. It is defined by its symmetry with a central door flanked on 
either side by timber double-hung sash windows. It is constructed from timber weatherboards with a return straight 
profile verandah. The verandah posts have been modernised in the mid 20th century. The semi-detached washhouse is a 
small timber weatherboard building with a brick chimney. 


Statement of Significance 


HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

825 Toolamba Road TOOLAMBA (Osborne House)
Hermes No 200650 Place Citation Report

12:28 PM22-Jun-2017

628



What is Significant? 

The farmstead known as Osborne House at 825 Toolamba Road, Toolamba is significant. 


The semi-detached outbuilding with the brick chimney contributes to its significance.


How is it Significant?


Osborne House is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 


Why is it Significant? 


Osborne House is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional 
development during the late 19th and early 20th century. The scale and design of the homestead contributes to an 
understanding of the extent of economic growth and prosperity of the region during this period. It assists in 
demonstrating the impact of the consolidation of farming and agricultural industries on the prosperity of the region. 


As a group, homesteads, through their scale and design, contribute to an understanding of the extent of economic growth 
and success of particular agricultural districts. HERCON criterion A


Osborne House is of aesthetic significance for its mid to late Victorian architecture. HERCON criterion D


The detached outbuilding is of historic and aesthetic significance. HERCON criteria A & D

Recommendations 2014 
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Andrew Crawford was 'strong and determined in his outlook', Stewart Morvell, historian of Toolamba, tells us, yet kind 
to neighbours in times of need. He slowly amassed land, having 840 acres by mid 1886, and 1300 by mid 1894. 
Determined to set his sons up, he gave each 320 acres of land. George received 'Fenton Hall' at Harston, Andrew 
'Woodlands', and the other sons properties at Harston, Tatura and Hendersyde. At least two of his daughters also 
received land. 



Andrew Crawford the selector died in 1917, his son Andrew taking over the property when he returned from service in 
World War One, having survived the charge at the Nek at Gallipoli. He later rose to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He 
was Secretary of the Toolamba Presbyterian church from 1931 to 1971. 



He was succeeded at Woodlands by his son, a third Andrew Crawford. All three Andrew Crawfords held the position of 
Shire President at some time.



Woodlands has largely been a mixed farm. Wheat was grown originally, then the property moved to lucerne and sheep, 
initially Merinos for wool, succeeded by fat lamb production. In the mid twentieth century, tomatoes were also grown for 
a time with an Italian share farmer. 



Woodlands homestead is still in the Crawford family, on a small residential block carved out of the 320 acre property. It 
has been carefully and remarkably conserved.



 References: 



Stewart Morvell, Heart of the Valley: Toolamba, Shepparton, 1983



WH Bossence, Tatura, Melbourne, 1969.



Anne Tyson, 'The Log Buildings of Merrigum', Public History Research Project completed in 2001 as part of a Master of 
Arts in History at Monash University 



Plan of Part of the Echuca District the property of Messrs. Winter Brothers, 1863, PROV: (Pastoral Run Plan No. 1124)



Plan, Parish of Toolamba 



Shire of Waranga Rate Books



James G Crawford, 'My Life', n.d., held by Tatura Historical Society



John Lawry, The 'Fenton Hall' Story 1903-2003, Shepparton 2007 



Bev Clement, 'Life History of Rebecca Crawford', 1994, held by Tatura Historical Society



Brian Williams, personal communication, 15 September 2015

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Woodlands is a typical house of the late Victorian period. It has a hipped corrugated metal roof with decorative brick 
chimneys with brick cornices. The eaves have a single bracket. The return verandah has a straight profile with timber 
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In the 1960s a new wing was added.



[1] George Rathbone, 1876-1976: The Centenary History of Undera State School and District, 1976, pp. 3-4



[2] Ibid.



[3] George Rathbone op. cit., p. 5



[4] Age, 23 December 1876, p. 2



[5] Ibid.



[6] George Rathbone op. cit., p. 6



[7] Ibid., p. 7



[8] Ibid. 



[9] Kyabram Free Press, 6 March 1914, p. 1



[10] Shepparton News, 4 June 1914, p. 4



[11] Ibid.



[12] Shepparton News, 23 March 1914, p. 3



[13] Shepparton News, 5 October 1914, p. 3

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Undera Primary School is constructed from timber and clad with timber weatherboards. The large glazed areas are 
typical for the period. The school is in good condition. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Undera Primary School at Anderson Street, Undera is significant. 



How is it Significant?



The Undera Primary School is of local historic, social and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 



Why is it Significant?
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The Undera Primary School is of historic and social significance for its association with the development of the Undera 
community and township. HERCON criteria A and G


It is of aesthetic significance for its representative Public Works architecture for rural schools for the period. HERCON 
criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 720 Madill Road UNDERA

Address 720 Madill Road  UNDERA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead Complex

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Description 


Physical Description 


This homestead is a representative example of an early 20th century homestead constructed from face red brick with 
timber framed sash windows. The roof is clad with corrugated metal. Each sash has a central mullion. The roof is hipped 
with a straight profile return verandah. The verandah has timber posts with timber fretwork. 


Statement of Significance 


What is Significant?


The brick homestead at 720 Madill Road, Undera North. This includes architectural features associated with its period of 
construction such as the face brickwork, the timber-framed windows, the verandah with its decorative timber features and 
the asymmetry of its facade. 


How is it Significant?


The homestead is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Greater Shepparton.


Why is it Significant?


It is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the character of rural and regional development 
during the early 20th century. The scale and design of the building contributes to an understanding of the extent of 
economic growth and prosperity of the region. HERCON criterion A


It is of aesthetic significance for its representative architecture. From the turn of the century the design of housing started 
to become more complex and move away from the simple symmetry that had been associated with this scale of building 
during the Victorian period. The asymmetry of the building and the use of typical elements such as decorative timber 
details, found on the timber verandah posts and to a lesser degree on the timber framing to the windows and the 
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doorways, contribute to an understanding of what became a dominant aesthetic throughout the region during the early to 
mid twentieth century. 


It demonstrates what was typical for period and region. HERCON Criterion D

Recommendations 2014 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 1045 Madill Road UNDERA  (St Germains Homestead 
and Grave)

Address 1045 Madill Road UNDERA Significance Level Local

Place Type Homestead building

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)

History and Historical Context 


The St Germains pastoral run of almost 31,570 ha [77,000 acres] was licensed to Henry Walker in November 1844, 
having been split off from Ardpatrick to the east. 


Walker described the run in his 1848 re-application for the licence: The leading feature of the country is, a thick Box 
scrub, dotted with box timber plains, and a small extent of green flats on the banks of the River. Successive pastoral 
tenants were Boyle and McLean (August 1845 to August 1849), Thomas and E.L. Splatt (to April 1850), followed by 
Thomas Splatt alone.


The brothers Frederick and Alfred Burchett then took over the St Germains run; a letter from Frederick shows they were 
already living there by 17 April 1851 (contrary to the date of April 1852 given by Spreadborough and Anderson). 


Charles Gowland Burchett (1817-1856) and his younger brother Henry Burchett (1820-1872) had sailed on the Hoogly 
from England to Adelaide in early 1839, arriving at Port Phillip on 24 August 1839, four years after the establishment of 
Melbourne. Younger sibling Frederick (1824-1861) arrived the next year, and Alfred (1831-1888) some time later. By 
December 1839 Charles and Henry had taken up The Gums pastoral run at Penshurst in the Western District, soon joined 
there by Frederick. The brothers' letters home to their parents and younger siblings, covering the years 1839 to 1875, 
particularly those of Charles, are evocative, informative and often humorous. 


The brothers were hit by the depression of the early 1840s, Charles and Frederick separately returning to the UK, both, 
however soon coming back to Victoria. They disposed of The Gums in 1849, and Frederick and Alfred moved to St 
Germains in April 1851.


Charles Gowland Burchett was seen contemporaneously as 'well informed' and politically aware. In May 1853, for 
example, he was requesting, with others, that the Mayor of Melbourne convene a public meeting to examine ways of 
relieving the 'distressed condition of a portion of the lately arrived immigrant population', the huge numbers descending 
on Melbourne en route to the goldfields. Rolf Boldrewood described him as 'a humourist of the first water, and as such, 
delighted in by his numerous friends'. Boldrewood also notes that both Charles and Frederick were somewhat deaf, and 
that 'they resembled each other closely in being exceptionally original and amusing in conversation'. As eldest, Charles 
had been greatly concerned with securing the financial success of their migration venture, a theme running particularly 
through his early letters. 


In 1843 Charles had departed pastoralism and set up as a commission agent in Melbourne, dealing in land and stock. He 
became insolvent in December 1854, the insolvency being discharged in June the next year. On 3 July 1856, he died at 
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his brothers' St Germains run. No death certificate has been located, and no information is available as to the cause of his 
death, although local lore has it that it was due to peritonitis. His death notice in The Argus read 'On the 3rd inst., at the 
residence of his brothers, St. Germains, Lower Goulburn-road, Charles G. Burchett, second son of James Robert 
Burchett, of Doctors Commons, London, in his forty-second year'.



In April 1860, Alfred and Henry were advertising St Germains for sale, describing it as 'that well-known fattening run, St 
Germains, with about 2,000 head of first class cattle and 30 horses... situate on the Goulburn River about 26 miles from 
Maidens Punt. It has about 16 miles river frontage, and contains about 80,000 acres of plain and open box country. The 
improvements are very complete, and the homestead is situated upon 320 acres of purchased land'. No sale eventuated, 
and in October 1860 the partnership was dissolved, Henry replacing Frederick, who died the next year. Alfred and Henry 
Burchett held St Germains until February 1867.



The dominant squatting family of the Goulburn Valley, the Winters, then took on the run, initially the brothers John 
Winter, James Winter, and William Winter-Irving (to April 1870), then Irving Winter to March 1871. William Wilson 
and James MacBain succeeded Irving Winter, MacBain alone from January 1872. 



In December 1875 Alfred Burchett re-visited their old station, and documented the changes that had taken place:



 It was a melancholy visit, for I found the old place quite fallen to decay. Nothing had been done in the way of repairs to 
the fence or buildings since I left, and you may imagine the scene of desolation and ruin! Vines and fruit trees were 
nearly all destroyed by fire last year, and the garden completely over-run with weeds. I found my old Chinaman, Sawkee, 
there; he was indeed astonished to see me. St. Germains is now, with the exception of the flooded country and river 
banks, in the hands of the free selectors who swarmed in upon the run about 2 years ago from the neighbourhood of 
Kilmore. They seem principally Irish labourers, and the land has been selected by them in blocks from 100 acres up to 
320; not an inch of the back country but what is now occupied by them. The soil is very poor, and there is no natural 
water.  We have had, and are having, a most exceptional season, so cool and wet, but when the dry seasons come again 
there must be inevitably a fearful amount of distress, if not actual starvation, among these ignorant misguided people. 
They are living now on the kangaroo, but have very nearly consumed them all.



The small brick outbuilding is locally described' 'as where the Chinaman lived'.



James MacBain, MLA for Wimmera from 1864 to 1880, subsequently MLC for South Yarra Province and knighted in 
1886, was the last holder of the run. Pastoral speculator (he had amassed 15,170 ha[37,000 acres] of freehold land in the 
Echuca Survey District alone by mid 1879) and absentee squatter, he sold the 131 ha [320 acres] of the Pre-emptive 
Right, along with another 403 ha [984 acres] surrounding it, to Merrigum grazier William Bray when the run was 
cancelled in 1884. Merrigum community leader Bray was an inaugural Commissioner of the Rodney Irrigation and Water 
Supply Trust (established in 1889, the first of the irrigation trusts using water from the Goulburn River) and a public-
spirited figure involved in the establishment of many important local institutions and organizations. 



It was William Bray who built the homestead, probably in two stages, 1884 and 1890. Bray had constructed the first stage 
of his brick residence at his Merrigum property, Waverley, in 1884, probably concurrently with the first stage of St 
Germains. The St Germains homestead replaced a slab dwelling constructed by Henry Walker, first pastoral tenant, 
which had probably been extended by a later squatter, and had been imagined in a naive painting by George Rathbone in 
the mid twentieth century. The old slab building was moved from the river bank and used as a shed; part of the structure 
was still in evidence in 1984.



William Bray passed the 131 ha [320 acres] of the old St Germains Pre-emptive Right, along with 982 acres surrounding 
it, to his son Philip William Bray on 13 April 1908. Philip held it until 1923 when he sold all the Bray land in the St 
Germains area, then a total of 995 ha [2,426 acres], to a partnership of 'two gentlemen', as the title describes them, 
Melbourne businessmen William Ernest Sargood (son of the builder of Rippon Lea) and Donald McCallum.
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The homestead is of historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



   



   



Why is it Significant?



The grave of Charles Burchett is of historic significance for its association with the earliest settlement of the region. it is 
the earliest physical evidence of the pastoral era, the foundation period of European settlement, in the City of Greater 
Shepparton. It is the earliest by two decades of the small number of graves (six) directly related to squatting in the 
municipality.HERCON criterion A



The homestead is of historic significance as it is representative of the achievements of the selectors who were enterprising 
and successful farmers. They amalgamated selections to create large holdings. The current St Germains homestead 
replaced a slab dwelling constructed by one of the early squatters, imagined in a naïve painting by George Rathbone. 
HERCON criterion A



      



The grave is of aesthetic significance for its simple sandstone headstone, and its setting on the open undulating floodplain 
of the Goulburn River. Its weathered patina contributes to this significance. HERCON criterion E



      



The homestead is of aesthetic significance for its representative late Victorian homestead architecture. HERCON 
criterion D

Recommendations 2014 

 

No

No

Yes The Moreton Bay Fig Tree

No 

No

-

No

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

1045 Madill Road UNDERA  (St Germains Homestead and Grave)
Hermes No 197442 Place Citation Report

12:28 PM22-Jun-2017

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

641



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 390 Zeerust Road  ZEERUST (Closer Settlement pre-
fabricated house)

Address 390 Zeerust Road ZEERUST Significance Level Local

Place Type House

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  Yes HI No PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
The house at 390 Zeerust Road, Zeerust is one of the prefabricated metal dwellings, known locally as 'tin houses', 
provided by the Closer Settlement Board for the settlers on the Harper and Gribben Estates at Zeerust from 1925.



Zeerust was part of the lands of the Bangerang peoples. Edward Khull, first squatter in the area, took up his enormous 
Tallygaroopna run of 160,000 acres [64,750 ha] in 1841: a slab hut on his head station is still extant on the property now 
known as Fairley Downs. The run was occupied by Sherbourne Sheppard, after whom Shepparton is named, in May 
1843. In December 1846 12,000 acres [4856 ha] in the north-west was separated out as the Mundoona run. The runs were 
largely conducted in tandem, the last leaseholder of both being William Fraser, who obtained both runs in February 1866; 
like many final pastoral tenants he had been able to amass a sizeable quantity of land. 



Selectors moved in on Fraser's pastoral runs under the 1869 Land Act, the 'selection before survey' Act which, by 
counting rents paid towards the final payment, finally succeeded in the State's aim of 'putting the small man on the 
land'.



Hamilton Coldwell, later to become a prominent community leader and Shire President, selected the 320 acres [129.4 ha] 
of Allotment 8, Section C, Parish of Tallygaroopna, County of Moira in May 1874.[1] He became a very successful 
farmer, purchasing many other properties, including the old Tallygaroopna homestead block (on which in 1906 he built 
the house now known as Fairley Downs), and increasing his holdings to 3000 acres.[2] In October 1920 Coldwell sold all 
of his properties, including Allotment 8, to Messrs Harper Brothers for £50,000.[3] The Harpers offered all of Coldwell's 
former land for Closer Settlement subdivision in October 1921, but this was unsuccessful.[4] 



Closer settlement, in many different iterations, had been a strand in agriculture policy since the squatting era, and in the 
period following World War 1 was driven by a perceived duty to reward servicemen for their wartime contribution, and 
more especially in relation to this area, by the policy of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission (SRWSC) that 
the use of irrigation water, costly to provide, should be for intensive irrigated agriculture on small plots, which resulted in 
the purchase of larger properties for this type of subdivision. 



In March or April 1924, 960 acres of Harper's land were purchased by the Closer Settlement Board and sections 
temporarily leased for grazing while the new settlement, which came to be known as Harper's Estate, was being 
established.[5] The area was subdivided into thirteen small farms,[6] comprising and creating Allotments, 8, 8A, 8B, 8C, 
9, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E, 22, 22A, 22B, 22C.[7] This was announced in both local and state newspapers. 



In late March the SRWSC invited tenders for 'one or two Iron Panelled houses (labour only)' for the Shepparton area,[8] 
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The Bicknells were among the minority of the Closer Settlement settlers in the municipality who by amalgamation of 
inadequately-sized blocks (and hard work) were able to make a success of Closer Settlement.



[1] North Eastern Ensign, 26 May 1874 p. 3



[2] Eileen Torney et al for Shepparton Family History Group, Early families of Shepparton and District, Book One, 
Shepparton 1998, p. 32-33



[3] Argus, 22 November 1920, p. 8



[4] Ibid, 13 October 1921, p. 10



[5] Shepparton Advertiser, 14 April 1924, p. 2



[6] Cobram Courier, 4 December 1924, p. 2



[7] Bev Dempster, Zeerust, research notes.



[8] Age, 28 March 1924, p. 6



[9] Cobram Courier, op. cit



[10] Shepparton Advertiser, 24 November 1924, p. 2



[11] Argus, 21 November 1925, p. 27



[12] Weekly Times, 6 December 1924, p. 34



[13] Argus, 30 August 1924, p. 20



[14] Argus, 9 December 1924, p. 11



[15] Shepparton Advertiser, 16 March 1925, p. 6 



[16] Age, 21 March 1925, p. 15



[17] Argus, 21 March 1925, p. 22



[18] Shepparton Advertiser, 30 April 1925, p. 3



[19] Age, 9 November 1925, p. 10



[20] Information on George Nankervis: Set of research notes based on information from Ken Longson and Beryl 
Montgomery, Zeerust, entitled 'The Longson Diary and the Settling of Zeerust 1925', p.14-15



[21] Information on Longson and subsequent owners: Bev Dempster, personal communication, 18 February 2017
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Physical Description 

 
The houses have been described as 'iron-panelled houses' or tin houses. The reference to tin and iron is colloquial as the 
metal is galvanised metal, the galvanising material being zinc as this provided protection against rust. Galvanised metal 
has been one of the most common forms of external cladding in Australia for both wall and roof, with the most 
ubiquitous being corrugated metal sheeting.



The houses were essentially designed on a modular basis so that they could be easily transported in parts and erected on 
site. The house is constructed with a timber frame and this is clad with square galvanised sheet metal panels with timber 
battens. The ceilings appear to have been clad with a pressed fibreboard or plywood. The floors are hardwood tongue and 
groove boards. The windows are multi-paned square sliding windows which slide externally. There was a verandah to the 
front and the rear of the house and this has since been partially enclosed. The verandah has timber struts for support, not 
verandah posts. The pitched gable roof is clad with corrugated metal. The chimneys have been constructed from concrete 
with metal flues. 



The design of the house while predicated on utility and prefabrication makes some concessions to contemporary 
architecture. The original panel and batten colour scheme had a pale background (metal panels) with dark battens. This 
contrast was typical for the period. The multi paned windows are also an oblique reference to English vernacular 
architecture. The timber struts to the porch area while functional contribute to the aesthetics of the building. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Closer Settlement house at 390 Zeerust School Road, Zeerust is significant.



This includes all the features associated with the original construction: the external metal and timber batten cladding, the 
concrete and metal chimneys, the architectural features such as the 20 pane windows with their external sliding 
mechanism and the timber struts to the verandah, and the low pitched corrugated metal gable roof.



   



   



How is it Significant?



The Closer Settlement House is of significance to the State of Victoria and to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



It has historic, social, aesthetic, technical cultural heritage significance and is a rare surviving example.



   



   



Why is it Significant? 



The former Closer Settlement house is of historic State Significance for its association with the Closer Settlement Acts of 
the early 20th century. 
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Times reported that the metal houses 'have been found most economical and generally satisfactory.'[12] The usual 
weatherboard dwellings were being built by the Closer Settlement Board in the northwest of the state and elsewhere at 
this time,[13] and timber houses were to remain the basic construction for Closer and Soldier settlement houses. The new 
'iron-panelled houses' were probably an experiment in cost-cuting.



Channels to bring irrigation water to each block in Harper's Estate were under construction in late 1924.[14]



In March 1925 HB Lincoln, the district engineer of the SRWSC, announced that the Harper Estate had been surveyed 
into blocks of 65 to 80 acres, the work of bringing this land 'into the irrigation sphere' was underway with construction of 
channels to service every block, and 'the erection of iron houses on the most modern principles' was proceeding.[15] 
Blocks were valued at £755 to £1000, [16] payment could be spread over up to thirty-six years and six months, with a 3% 
deposit; settlers were to be assisted with advances of up to £625 'on the basis of 50 per cent of the value of permanent 
improvements effected.' The land was seen as suitable for mixed farming, dairying, and fruit and lucerne growing.[17]



By late April 1925 the Shepparton Advertiser was reporting that twelve of the thirteen blocks had been taken up.[18] In 
November the Age recorded that nine of the thirteen settlers on Harper's were from overseas, and (approvingly) that with 
the neighbouring Gribben estate then being developed, twenty-two families would replace three. The newspaper however 
also noted, presciently, that some local property owners and businessmen 'are doubtful whether a living can be made on 
such small holdings even with abundant water' although 'officers of the Water Commission [the SRWSC] are confident 
of the settlers' success.'[19]



Robert Dixon Lawson was allocated Allotment 8C, Parish of Tallygaroopna, in December 1925,[20] although it is likely 
the family had been living on the Estate before this. His experience encapsulates the experiences of many of the Closer 
Settlers in this area.



Lawson, his wife Beatrice, and their four children aged 6, 5, 4 and 11 months, had sailed from London two days before 
Christmas in 1924, probably as part of the Empire Settlement Scheme, arriving in Australia on 30 January 1925.[21] He 
gave his occupation as farmer, although he had had no experience with the dairy farming he was about to embark on, as 
he noted years later at the Royal Commission on the Dairying Industry in Victoria.[22] He had served in the British 
forces in World War 1, resigning in 1924.[23] 



Lawson spent around ten weeks at the Elcho training farm at Lara outside Geelong, where British settlers were 
introduced to Australian farming practices: he felt this was useless, reporting years later that much of his time had been 
employed 'in going for mails, picking up stones and emptying dust bins'.[24] Although he protested that he had been 
promised six months' instruction, he was offered the block at North Shepparton, which he believed he was forced to 
take.[25] 



It is unclear when the Lawson family moved on to their block. Like many of the settlers, Lawson found that the 'tin 
house' at 195 Zeerust School Road was not ready. Some settlers had to find lodgings with local farmers or construct a 
temporary shelter; the Lawson family were forced to camp in a partly built house on another block and 'get water from a 
dam in which were dead animals so that it had to be boiled with Epsom salts before it could be used.' When their house 
was built it was found to be on a neighbouring block and boundaries had to be adjusted.[26]



The house when completed was probably in similar condition to that of the Longson family on Allotment 9E. Beryl 
Montgomery, granddaughter of settler Frederick Longson, described it:



 T here was no bathroom, so a bathtub was required and set up outside. Not one tap inside or a kitchen sink. The dishes 
were done in a wash dish on the table. The laundry was detached, as too was the toilet but further away. The copper was 
outside. The water tank was not connected to catch rainwater. Water for the livestock was brought from the Goulburn 
River in a Furphy tank purchased in partnership with Charles Pengelly [a neighbouring settler]. Buckets were used to fill 
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the Furphy tank.[27] 



Like most of the settlers, Lawson commenced dairy farming. Most of the new arrivals were totally inexperienced in 
farming, and lectures were arranged on lucerne-growing (lucerne was grown as feed for dairy cows and any other stock), 
pig-raising (dairying at this time meant producing cream for butter factories, and the skim milk was fed to pigs on the 
farm), tobacco-growing (experimental, and never successful in this area), and herd-testing, to evaluate the butterfat 
content of the milk and thus the financial return, hopefully leading to herd improvement, although as one settler later 
noted at the 1928 Royal Commission into Dairying in Victoria, 'We tried herd testing, but that did not enable us to 
replace our poor cows with good ones'.[28] 



Lawson became one of the most outspoken of the settlers. Within a year of his arrival, he had spearheaded the 
establishment on Harper's Estate of a branch of the North Shepparton Settlers' Association, already set up in the 
neighbouring Congupna (Dennis Estate) and Lemnos (Thomas Estate) areas, with himself as secretary.[29] The 
Association took up the grievances and causes of the new settlers on their blocks. From the beginning settlers had 
confronted many problems and an over-complacent, indeflectible and somewhat dictatorial SWRSC.



Lawson took to writing letters to the local Shepparton Advertiser,and became a leading voice in meetings with 
theSRWSC. For example, in mid 1926 he complained about the grading of the blocks being inadequate in providing good 
drainage or appropriate house sites, and extended his complaint, generalising about 'value not having been given for the 
money expended on the work [for] a great percentage of the contract work done on these blocks'.[30]



The 'iron-panelled houses' were another problem. By August 1926 complaints about their unsuitability were becoming 
public, raised at Association meetings and in the press, though it was as much with defective construction as overall 
suitability that settlers were concerned at this time.[31] Settlers on the Dennis and Thomas estates also found fault with 
the iron houses.[32] In the face of such complaints SRWSC Chairman William Cattanach merely stated in April 1926 
that 'in other places settlers preferred this kind of house.'[33] 



The Association also felt that settlers were being overcharged for the houses, and that conventional (timber) houses were 
no dearer and were preferable. President NR Worrall noted that HB Lincoln (SRWSC district engineer) had in fact 
informed them that the cost of an iron-panelled house was £321, and he saw no great discrepancy between that price and 
the estimate of £314 quoted to the Association by a competent builder (for a timber house). Further, some of the settlers 
had been charged as much as £350 or £360 for their houses.[34]



The question of the suitability of the iron houses even reached the Argus, which pontificated from afar in early September 
1926: 



 Iron houses were the subject of much controversy in England and Scotland last year, and an effort to produce them in 
quantities was strongly, and to some extent successfully, opposed by the building trade interests. In certain forms the all-
metal house is very familiar to Australia, as galvanised iron dwellings are to be found all over the continent, and are still 
being built in considerable numbers. The panelled houses required by the Water Commission are a distinct advance on 
this primitive type. Their special merits are rapid construction and durability.[35]



The relationship between the settlers and the SRWSC was described as one of 'long range sniping' via the medium of the 
Press.[36] 



By January 1927 Lawson was a leading voice in the NSSA. Settlers were finding that 70 to 100 acres were insufficient to 
make 'a decent living' out of dairying, and contemplating turning some of their land over to fruit trees.[37] Lawson 
wrote: 'There is not the smallest shadow of doubt that the blocks are too small by at least a half. I should like to point out 
that the settlers of this district have been trying to show this for the last two years, and I hope that now it has come to the 
notice of some of the councillors, they also will take some action in the matter, if it is only to help Shepparton become a 
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successful and contented area of closer settlement.'[38]



Also in March 1927: 'I'll guarantee that as many have walked off their blocks as are now settled upon them. The third 
man who comes on to the block might succeed, but certainly the first and second men will not do so under existing 
conditions.'[39] Later in October, he was writing of 'the number of poor devils, half starving on blocks in Victoria (as 
well as the hundreds who have walked off defeated)'. [40]



In June 1928, Lawson gave evidence at the Royal Commission on the Dairying Industry, and summed up his experience 
on the Closer Settlement estate. The Goulburn Valley Stock and Property Journal reported, in part: 



 His block was 65 acres in area. He had the whole of it under cultivation with the exception of a small portion. He had 
milked 18 cows. The utmost that his block could support was 20 cows. He had 6 children and for the last twelve months 
his income had been £120. He had some good cattle, including a pedigreed bull presented, to him by Dr. Mailer [a well-
off and prominent Melbourne medical specialist who conducted three very successful properties in the area]. He had a 
boy of 10 and a girl of 8 who were milking, and the poor children had to rise early, work hard, rush off to school and 
rush back for the milking the moment school was over. It was positively cruel but he could not help it. In many countries 
it would not be allowed; if wages were at a reasonable figure he could do much better. He thought that the price of butter 
fat should be raised to meet the conditions of the industry.[41]



Lawson kept up his letters to the newspaper for a time, describing the difficulties faced by the settlers in earning a living 
from under-sized blocks, the limited prospects of improving the quality of the cheap dairy herd afforded at the outset, and 
the poor return of £5.5.0 per week for very long hours 'when, with no investment, he could have obtained a labourer's job 
at approximately £5 per week with only a 44 hour week and no worry'.[42]



In February 1930, Beatrice Lawson was selling all of her hens, and in August Robert Lawson posted equipment for sale, 
his maize sheller, along with 90 bushels of maize ('50 shillings the lot').[43] He was also commenting sourly on 
Australian advertisements in the UK offering farm jobs in Australia to boys when the Depression here was beginning to 
bite and unemployment was rising.[44] By late 1930 Lawson's articulate and passionate letters to the local paper had 
ceased, and one senses he was giving up.



The problems inherent in the Closer and Soldier Settlement schemes as they affected British migrants led to the 
ponderously-titled Royal Commission Established to Investigate Complaints Made by Settlers and Ex-Settlers on the 
Land Under Migration Agreements of 1922-23 between British, Commonwealth, and Victorian Governments (1930 -
1933). Locally, hearings were held in the Shepparton Courthouse, and on 29 October 1931, Lawson gave evidence of the 
range of problems he and other settlers in the area had experienced, but concentrated on his own grievances and 
perceived mistreatment. When asked 'And what do you suggest should be done in your case?' he answered, 'I suggest 
that my complete transaction on the block be cancelled, that the whole of my capital be returned, that I be resettled on a 
dry dairy farm where I can milk 35 cows, that I be given sufficient compensation to meet the cost of a second operation to 
my wife, whose illness has been caused by the block and to meet also the cost of a woman to look after the children 
whilst Mrs. Lawson is in the hospital.' Beatrice Lawson produced a doctor's certificate recording that her ill-health was 
due to her experience on the block.[45] 



Two years later, in October 1933 Beatrice Lawson and two of the children were patients at the Mooroopna Hospital for a 
considerable period.[46] 



By early 1934 the Lawsons had decided to depart their block. On 14 February the family shared a clearing sale with JW 
Robinson, driving their cows and carting their 'plant, etc' to Robinson's allotment two blocks to the north.[47] The sale 
was reported by the agents as successful: 'Good competition throughout for cows and machinery and everything sold at 
full market rates.'[48] 
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Robert Lawson had surrendered his conditional purchase lease on Allotment 8C and part of Allotment 9A, Parish of 
Tallygaroopa some time before August 1934, as reported to the Shire Council in a Closer Settlement Commission report. 
The surrender of the similar lease of RD Longmate, four blocks south of Lawson, was also tabled at the Council's 
meeting of 8 August 1934.[49] 



The Lawson family returned to the UK.[50] They had lasted around nine years on the block.



Of twenty-two original settlers on the Harper and Gribben Estates, fifteen had departed before ten years were up (many 
earlier), with a number, like the Lawsons, returning to Britain.[51]



In late March or early April 1935, Allotment 8C and part of Allotment 9A, with the addition of Allotment 8 on the south 
(vacated by AH Lennox and family), were allocated to George Ponsonby Clarke, whose previous block closer to 
Shepparton had been forfeited;[52] it is possible that Clarke had received the lease by December 1934. The allotments 
together comprised a more realistic 142 acres [57.4 ha]; Closer Settlement authorities and the SRWSC were now 
recognising the inadequacy of the earlier blocks. Clarke farmed the larger allotment successfully, and received the Crown 
Grant on 12 January 1949.[53] 



George Clarke held the property until 1984, running a mixed farm and involved in the Zeerust community. The family, 
and later their tenants, lived in the 'tin house' until around 1980. The current owner utilises the dwelling for storage. 



These small 'iron-panelled' houses, constructed with a timber frame and clad in sheet metal, with interior walls of sheet 
metal and ceilings of a pressed fibreboard or plyboard, were only, it appears, supplied to settlers for three years. The first 
reference to them is in the report of Earle Page's visit to Shepparton and Ardmona at the beginning of March 1924:



 On the occasion of the visit of the Acting Prime Minisiter (Dr. Earle Page) an inspection was made of the new type of 
iron panelled houses on the Overseas Settlement [possibly Lemnos], and the visitors were very favourably impressed 
with them. We learn from Mr Lincoln that the first six of these domiciles are nearing completion, and a couple of them 
will be occupied in the course of the next few days. Preparations are complete for the erection of another six of a similar 
type of house on the Metcalfe and Opie estates [part of the Shepparton Estate immediately north of the town of 
Shepparton], and it is expected that the actual work of erection will be in progress in the near future.[54] 



From that time, tenders for the construction of further 'iron-panelled houses' were advertised between 28 March 1924 
and 4 March 1927, a total (including the first twelve) of 89 such dwellings. Beyond the first twelve, the Closer Settlement 
areas north of Shepparton, the Harper and Gribben estates, received these houses (13 and 7 respectively), along with 
Rodney (Tatura? 4), Colbinabbin (1), Kyabram (9), Koyuga (4), Tatura (3), Katandra (22), Murrabit (5), Mitiamo (7), and 
Bamawm (2).[55] They were only constructed in the irrigation districts of northern Victoria.



From the earliest days of Closer Settlement, timber dwellings were always the predominant type of dwelling constructed 
on the estates and on Soldier Settlement blocks, and these were being constructed in some of the irrigation areas 
concurrently with the 'tin houses'. 



The introduction of the metal houses was always going to be problematic, given maximum summer temperatures of up to 
40ºC and winter minima of around freezing point in these areas; their unsuitability for the local climate should have been 
self-evident, although the precedent of the many houses of corrugated iron in the Mallee and Wimmera, largely the result 
of the high cost of carting materials to these remote locations, may have been an encouragement. Gwen Wright of 
Katandra remembered that their 'tin house' 'sweated in cold weather and was very hot in summmer. All sorts of coughs 
and colds were caught while living there.' [56] 



In contrast, Joan Coleman, also of Katandra, felt that 'the air space between the walls kept the house reasonably cool in 
summer'. She gave a careful and accurate description of their 'tin house', the interior walls of which, like most, were 
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papered: 



 The floors were of untreated tongue and groove deal. In each room there were large square sliding windows with many 
small panes (a pain to clean) and a sliding screen allowed good airflow in summer. The kitchen-dining room had a wood-
burning stove but no sink or cupboards. There were two bedrooms, and a sitting room with an open fireplace. Verandahs 
ran across the front and back of the house, with a tin bath concealed by a partition on the back verandah. There was no 
hand basin and no plumbing, all water for the house came from a tap on a round corrugated iron water tank on the back 
corner of the house. There was a copper outside to heat water for our baths, and in which we could boil our washing. 
Cement laundry troughs were supplied but no clothes-line. About twenty-five yards behind the house there was an 
'outhouse/dunny' with a wooden seat and a can, which had to be emptied somewhere.[57]



Always described as 'iron-panelled houses' by the SRWSC and the Closer Settlement Board, they were, and still are, 
referred to as 'tin houses' or 'iron houses' by locals. At Murrabit near Swan Hill they were known as 'bing bong' 
houses.[58] Ten year old Ken Longson, moving into one at the Harper Estate with his parents and siblings in 1925, noted 
'It was just a tin box with four rooms and no modern conveniences.'[59]



Closer and Soldier Settlement in the municipality beginning in 1910, with the resultant intensive irrigated agriculture 
(fruit-growing and dairying), had seen Shepparton consolidate its importance, but ultimately many of the small Closer 
and Soldier Settlement properties, like Allotment 8C, Parish of Tallygaroopna, were non-viable, and the estates only 
flourished after numbers of amalgamations took place.[60]



In a building such as this is encapsulated, it might be said, the problems that plagued these schemes: lawmakers, 
irrigation bureaucrats and departmental architects out of touch with the range of differing local conditions, with little 
understanding of climates and soils, agricultural processes and production, or of the capacities of the would-be settlers.



[1] North Eastern Ensign, 26 May 1874 p. 3



[2] Eileen Torney et al for Shepparton Family History Group, Early families of Shepparton and District, Book One, 
Shepparton 1998, p. 32-33



[3] Argus, 22 November 1920, p. 8



[4] Ibid, 13 October 1921, p. 10



[5] Shepparton Advertiser, 14 April 1924, p. 2



[6] Cobram Courier, 4 December 1924, p. 2
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The houses have been described as 'iron-panelled houses' or tin houses. The reference to tin and iron is colloquial as the 
metal is galvanised metal, the galvanising material being zinc as this provided protection against rust. Galvanised metal 
has been one of the most common forms of external cladding in Australia for both wall and roof, with the most 
ubiquitous being corrugated metal sheeting.



      



The houses were essentially designed on a modular basis so that they could be easily transported in parts and erected on 
site. The house is constructed with a timber frame and this is clad with square galvanised sheet metal panels with timber 
battens. The ceilings appear to have been clad with a pressed fibreboard or plywood. The floors are hardwood tongue and 
groove boards. The windows are multi-paned square sliding windows which slide externally. There was a verandah to the 
front and the rear of the house and these have since been partially enclosed. The verandah has timber struts for support, 
not verandah posts. The pitched gable roof is clad with corrugated metal. The chimneys have been constructed from 
concrete with metal flues. 



      



The design of the house while predicated on utility and prefabrication makes some concessions to contempory 
architecture. The original panel and batten colour scheme had a pale background (metal panels) with dark battens. This 
contrast was typical for the period.The multi paned windows are also an oblique reference to English vernacular 
architecture. The timber struts to the porch area while functional contribute to the aesthetics of the building. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Closer Settlement house at 195 Zeerust School Road, Zeerust is significant.



This includes all the features associated with the original construction: the external metal and timber batten cladding, the 
concrete and metal chimneys, the architectural features such as the 20 pane windows with their external sliding 
mechanism and the timber struts to the verandah, and the low pitched corrugated metal gable roof.



   



   



How is it Significant?



The Closer Settlement House is of significance to the State of Victoria and to the City of Greater Shepparton. 



It has historic, social, aesthetic, technical cultural heritage significance and is a rare surviving example.
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Why is it Significant? 



The former Closer Settlement house is of historic State Significance for its association with the Closer Settlement Acts of 
the early 20th century. 



These acts were aimed at the intensification of settlement. Settlers were sought from urban areas and from as far away as 
Britain as part of the Empire Settlement Scheme. However, many of the policies were flawed and there was a lack of 
appreciation of the differing local conditions, little understanding of climates and soils, agricultural processes and 
production, or of the capacities of the would-be settlers. The holdings were generally too small to sustain a family. The 
failings of the scheme are essentially encapsulated in these buildings: they were poorly designed from a climatic 
perspective, lacked provision of basic services and they were no more economic than a traditional timber house.



      



They are of local historic and social significance for their association with the Closer and Soldier Settlement Policies. 
These settlement policies changed the character of settlement patterns in the Goulburn Valley. The houses provide an 
insight into the conditions that many endured as part of their agricultural endeavours. The extent of Closer and Soldier 
Settlement areas in the Greater Shepparton area is of significance. HERCON criterion A 



      



It is of aesthetic significance to the State of Victoria as an unusual and rareexample of early 20 century prefabricated 
housing. The design was based on the provision of basic accommodation and a utilitarian architecture. This fundamental 
expression was enhanced by the construction of multi-paned windows, the squared panelling, the porch and the pitched 
gable roof. HERCON criterion B & E



It is of technical significance for its prefabricated building design and construction. HERCON criterion F
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buildings. Log buildings with a bark roof constituted a quarter of all buildings for which the materials were known.[3] 
Few of these remain, but some are being rediscovered.


The Gribben brothers' log building is typical of the type: the logs of the prevailing grey box (E. microcarpa) are notched 
at the corners to make the building self-supporting without uprights, and the interstices are chinked with a mud mixture, 
now lost to a large extent. Corrugated iron obviously replaced the original bark roof many decades ago. Tie beams and 
most of the rafters are saplings. The gable ends have been filled in with weatherboards, most missing on one end. 


The building is not in its original position on the selection. Joseph Gribben had to relinquish his property, selling to 
William Wisely on 3 February 1891.[4] Wisely had other land; the building was not needed as a dwelling, and it was 
moved on the property to become a smithy, a purpose it served for around seventy years.[5] 


Wisely family decsendants held Allotment 10, Parish of Tallygaroopna, until 1991. Like some other farmers on whose 
properties a log building from the selection era still remains, it seems the Wisely family felt some sentiment or pride in 
the historic nature of the building, and ensured it was retained.


[1] Myrtle Ford, The Golden Jubilee of Zeerust School and District 1928-1978, Shepparton, 1978, p. 56; Map: Parish of
Tallygaroopna 


[2] Myrtle Ford, op. cit., p. 57


[3] Anne Tyson, 'An analysis of construction materials of the first buildings on all selections in the Parish of Girgarre
East, Victoria', 2012 


[4] Title: Vol 2324 Fol 464716


[5] Myrtle Ford, op. cit., 58

Description 


Physical Description 


The Gribben brothers' log building is typical of the type: the logs of the prevailing grey box (E. microcarpa) are notched 
at the corners to make the building self-supporting without uprights, and the interstices are chinked with a mud mixture, 
now lost to a large extent. Corrugated iron obviously replaced the original bark roof many decades ago. The roof 
demonstrates typical bush pole construction with saplings for the rafters and collar ties. 


The gable ends have been filled in with weatherboards, most missing on one end. The tilt and prop window is typical for 
these rudimentary buildings. It is simply framed and propped open as required. This type of technology for window 
construction was common practice during the gold rushes. The windows could be removed easily and taken from one 
place to another. They were designed to be inserted within the timber framing without any further refinement. 


Statement of Significance 


What is Significant?


The former Gribben log building at 210 Zeerust School Road, Zeerust. 
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How is it Significant?


The former Gribben log building is of local historic, aesthetic and technical cultural heritage significance to the City of 
Greater Shepparton.


Why is it Significant?


The former Gribben log building is of historic significance as it provides tangible physical evidence of the type of 
buildings that were constructed by selectors during the settlement period of the mid 19th century. These construction 
techniques were essentially a product of the requirements for successful selection. They were once commonplace but are 
increasingly becoming rarer as structures in which they are employed disappear from the landscape. HERCON criteria A 
& B


The log building is of aesthetic significance for its contribution to the cultural landscape of the Goulburn Valley. 
HERCON criterion E


The log building is of technical significance for its method of construction. The log buildings of northern Victoria are 
constructed in a similar manner and rely on a minimum of mechanical or manufactured materials for completion. They 
are a technical testimony to the innovative enterprise of the selector. HERCON criterion F
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name 235 Zeerust School Road  ZEERUST (Log Building)

Address 235 Zeerust School Road ZEERUST Significance Level Local

Place Type Shed

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 


The group of buildings were relocated to this site a number of years ago. They include a slab hut from the property of 
selector Henry Sandilands.

Description 


Physical Condition 


A slab hut and other timber structures. 


Statement of Significance 


What is Significant? 


The relocated slab structures at 235 Zeerust School Road, Zeerust. 


 How is it Significant? 


The slab structures are of local historic, technical and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton. 


 Why are they Significant? 


The slab structures are of historic significance as they represent the types of solid log structures that were constructed 
during the Land Selection Period. They have been relocated but they still provide tangible physical evidence of the 
materials and construction techniques. HERCON criterion A


They are of architectural significance as they are representative of a short lived vernacular building tradition that was 
once found throughout the Goulburn Valley. HERCON criterion D


They are of aesthetic significance for their rustic aesthetic character. HERCON criterion D
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Murchison Central Township Precinct

Address Murchison Public Gardens MURCHISON Roderick 
Square Reserve MURCHISON 1 Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 12 Robinson Street MURCHISON 14-
16 McKenzie Street MURCHISON 15 Impey Street 
MURCHISON 15 Watson Street MURCHISON 17 
Stevenson Street MURCHISON 2 Impey Street 
MURCHISON 21 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 21 
Watson Street MURCHISON 29 Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 3 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 33 
Stevenson Street MURCHISON 37 Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 39 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 4 
Impey Street MURCHISON 4 McKenzie Street 
MURCHISON 43 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 45 
Stevenson Street MURCHISON 47 Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 5 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 67 
Stevenson Street MURCHISON 69 Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 7 Stevenson Street MURCHISON 71 
Stevenson Street MURCHISON 71a Stevenson Street 
MURCHISON 8 Impey Street MURCHISON 8 River 
Road MURCHISON

Significance Level Local

Place Type Mixed Use Precinct

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Aboriginal Post Contact History



The Ngooraialum tribe were the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area. This tribe (and other clans) were placed in the 
Murchison Protectorate soon after Europeans came to this area. The Murchison Protectorate was one of four Port Phillip 
Aboriginal Protectorates established in February 1839. The Chief Protector was George Augustus Robinson (1788-1866). 
Robinson supervised the four Protectorates set up in different geographic districts of Port Phillip. Initially, in May 1839, 
the Goulburn Valley Protectorate was located near Mitchellstown under James W Dredge. He quickly resigned in protest, 
it is said, at the appalling conditions imposed upon the Aboriginal people. Dredge was replaced one year later by William 
Le Souef in 1840, and the Protectorate removed to 'a square mile of country which Robinson had chosen'. By 1841, Le 
Souef reported to Robinson that improvements to the Protectorate included acres of wheat, barley, oats, maize and 
potatoes. It also included five small and large bark buildings. The work was undertaken by those living within the 
Protectorate. The Goulburn Aboriginal Station, as it was known, closed in May 1853, and Governor La Trobe abolished 
the Office of the Protector of Aboriginesin 1860.



Murchison and District 
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Squatters started settling the area in 1840. French vigneron Ludovic Marie came to the district in the 1850s and 
established a vineyard. He also set up a hotel and a punt service over the Goulburn for gold miners travelling between 
Bendigo and Beechworth. Marie received his licence to establish a punt 1855. In 1854, the township site was surveyed by 
the Colonial Surveyor Philip Chauncy. The area surveyed for the township was next to the former Protectorate and 
adjacent to the river crossing point. It appears that Chauncy placed the township centre in this location for a number of 
reasons. The river crossing was already at this location and had created a de facto settlement. He was acting on early 
town planning principles (that went back to Arthur Philip), where townships were to be situated on rivers, the area was 
typically 3 miles (1.9km) by 1 mile (0.4km), and within this area only small allotments were to be released with the rest 
of the space reserved for future expansion. Public areas were to be reserved for public buildings and other purposes such 
as public squares and/or reserves. Chauncy's 1854 survey of the Port of Echuca is similar in intent to Murchison - with 
both having a town square near to the river and roughly in the centre of the old township. The location for Echuca like 
Murchison was identified by the site of the punt and the river crossing.



      



Murchison soon became prosperous as it was on the route to the goldfields and shallow draft paddle steamers could 
navigate the Goulburn River. There are a number of early buildings from this period surviving in the township.



      



Land along the Goulburn was first opened for selection in 1865, with most small landowners moving into the area in the 
1870s. By 1865 Murchison boasted a school, two hotels and stores and a number of houses. When the selectors began 
opening up the land, they cleared the fertile ground and began growing wheat. The cultivation of wheat in turn meant the 
establishment of flour mills, scattered across the Goulburn Valley. Murchison area had a flour mill at Noorilim, six 
kilometres south of the township, to grind locally grown wheat (VHR H1523). In addition Day's Mill (VHR H7924) 
became large and important flour milling operation for the region and continued to function for many years with flour 
being shipped out by train.



      



In 1871 a bridge was built over the Goulburn to replace the punt service. Between 1871 and 1875 the Waranga shire, in 
which Murchison was situated, increased its areas under wheat and under fallow two fold and six fold respectively. In 
Murchison a Mechanics' Institute was opened in 1874, and Presbyterian, Anglican and Catholic churches were built 
during that decade. A railway line was built along the eastern side of the Goulburn River in 1880, passing through 
Murchison East. Ten years later a branch line crossed the river to the west, passing through Murchison to Colbinabbin.



      



After the 1890s Murchison entered a period of stagnation, with few initiatives in commerce or development. The building 
of the Goulburn Weir for irrigation in 1887-90 meant that the Goulburn River was no longer navigable by paddle 
steamer. Much of the Dhurringile district remained under the control of a few individuals and this meant that Murchison 
was denied the commercial benefits that a closer settled district would have provided. Irrigation waters that were made 
available to many districts following the completion of the Goulburn Weir in 1891 were not readily available to the farm 
lands surrounding much of Murchison. This meant townships such as Shepparton, Tatura and Mooroopna continued to 
thrive on the back of irrigation developments while Murchison struggled.



      



A number of events occurred in the Interwar period that provided some stimulus to the local economy and supported 
further development. This included the provision of electricity (1926), the construction of a Bush Nursing Hospital 
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(1934) and the construction of a new steel bridge (1937). This coincided with further housing development along 
Rushworth Road and River Road. The houses were relatively substantial and stylish with many displaying fine 
architectural features. The location of these largely substantial buildings is of note, as Rushworth Road and River Road 
became the preferred areas for new residential building. This period is notable for an increasing prosperity of some 
farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefited from the consolidation of farms and integrated rural industries such 
as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of metropolitan markets through rail links.



      



During World War 2, three prisoner of war camps, together with four internment camps, were established in the 
Murchison/Tatura /Rushworth area. This was the largest group of such camps set up in Australia, a unique concentration. 
Dhurringile mansion, 11 kilometres to the north, held internees for a short time, then German officer POWs and their 
batmen. Camp 13 near Murchison, with the associated wood-cutting camp at Graytown, held German and Italian POWs, 
and Japanese POWs after the Cowra breakout. The overall total capacity of these camps was in excess of eight thousand 
prisoners: the staff of 2700 comprised guards, medical personnel, women's services, and administrative staff. The 
combined populations of the camps far exceeded the local populace. Numbers of internees, particularly Italian internees, 
were released daily to work on local farms and orchards.



      



Murchison was a comfortable post-war country town with public gardens, reticulated water and electricity, varied 
agriculture and saw-milling. There was no other significant industry apart from retailing. The town's function as a local 
service centre has remained much the same.



      



On 28 September 1969 a meteorite shower fell 2 kilometres south of Murchison. Many local residents collected samples 
of these meteorites. The rocks were analysed at the NASA Ames Research Center where they were discovered to contain 
the first convincing evidence of amino acids of extra-terrestrial origin, confirming the Miller-Urey experiment. The 
Murchison meteorite samples contained 90 different amino acids, only 19 of which are found on earth.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The Murchison Central Township Precinct is significant as it provides evidence of the early settlement of the township. 
The township survey plan undertaken by Philip Chauncy in 1854 is an example of early colonial township planning. Of 
note within this township plan is the survival of the former Roderick Town Square (now a reserve), and much of the 
original subdivision layout is still able to be appreciated.



The predominant 19th century character of the precinct, and this includes the scale and style of many of the buildings, is 
significant as it demonstrates the prosperity of this period.



The early 20th century fabric is of note for its residential architecture. The location of these largely substantial buildings 
is of note, as Rushworth Road and River Road became the preferred areas for new residential building. This period is 
notable for an increasing prosperity of some farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefited from the consolidation 
of farms and integrated rural industries such as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of metropolitan 
markets through rail links.
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47 Stevenson Street MURCHISON HO71



67 Stevenson Street MURCHISON



69 Stevenson Street MURCHISON



71 Stevenson Street MURCHISON



71a Stevenson Street MURCHISON



15 Watson Street MURCHISON



21 Watson Street MURCHISON



 How is it Significant? 



The Murchison Central Township Precinct is of local historic, social and aesthetic significance to the City of Greater 
Shepparton.



 Why is it Significant? 



The Murchison Central Tonwship Precinct is of historic and aesthetic significance as it provides tangible physical 
evidence of early colonial township planning. The original town plan, and this includes the former Roderick Town 
Square, is still able to be appreciated. HERCON criteria A & E



The precinct is of historic significance as it assists in understanding the historic development of the township. The former 
Common School was constructed adjacent to the surveyed centre of the township. However, the building of the bridge in 
1871, and the punt ceasing to function, saw the focus of the township move north to Impey Street with the construction of 
a new school and churches. HERCON criterion A



The precinct is of historic significance for its association with the paddle steamers that plied the Goulburn River during 
the gold rush periods. HERCON criterion A



The precinct is of historic and aesthetic significance for its representative 19th century architecture. This includes public, 
commercial and residential buildings. There are also a number of distinctive places that are fine exemplars of the period. 
HERCON criteria A, D & E



It is of historic and aesthetic significance for its early 20th century buildings as these can be compared in scale and extent 
to the earlier and more prosperous period of development of the township. HERCON criteria A, D & E



It is of historic and social significance for its community facilities. This includes the Meteorite Gardens which provide a 
representative place for the interpretation of a significant scientific event and one that placed the Murchison community 
on the world map in 1969. The Public Gardens in Stevenson Street are of social and historic significance as the location 
of a number of memorials. HERCON criteria A & G
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name River Road Murchison Precinct

Address 10 River Road MURCHISON 12 River Road 
MURCHISON 16 River Road MURCHISON 20 River 
Road MURCHISON

Significance Level Local

Place Type Townscape

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Aboriginal Post Contact History



The Ngooraialum tribe were the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area. This tribe (and other clans) were placed in the 
Murchison Protectorate soon after Europeans came to this area. The Murchison Protectorate was one of four Port Phillip 
Aboriginal Protectorates established in February 1839. The Chief Protector was George Augustus Robinson (1788-1866). 
Robinson supervised the four Protectorates set up in different geographic districts of Port Phillip. Initially, in May 1839, 
the Goulburn Valley Protectorate was located near Mitchellstown under James W Dredge. He quickly resigned in protest, 
it is said, at the appalling conditions imposed upon the Aboriginal people. Dredge was replaced one year later by William 
Le Souef in 1840, and the Protectorate removed to 'a square mile of country which Robinson had chosen'. By 1841, Le 
Souef reported to Robinson that improvements to the Protectorate included acres of wheat, barley, oats, maize and 
potatoes. It also included five small and large bark buildings. The work was undertaken by those living within the 
Protectorate. The Goulburn Aboriginal Station, as it was known, closed in May 1853, and Governor La Trobe abolished 
the Office of the Protector of Aboriginesin 1860.



Murchison and District



Squatters started settling the area in 1840. French vigneron Ludovic Marie came to the district in the 1850s and 
established a vineyard. He also set up a hotel and a punt service over the Goulburn for gold miners travelling between 
Bendigo and Beechworth. Marie received his licence to establish a punt 1855. In 1854, the township site was surveyed by 
the Colonial Surveyor Philip Chauncy. The area surveyed for the township was next to the former Protectorate and 
adjacent to the river crossing point. It appears that Chauncy placed the township centre in this location for a number of 
reasons. The river crossing was already at this location and had created a de facto settlement. He was acting on early 
town planning principles (that went back to Arthur Philip), where townships were to be situated on rivers, the area was 
typically 3 miles (1.9km) by 1 mile (0.4km), and within this area only small allotments were to be released with the rest 
of the space reserved for future expansion. Public areas were to be reserved for public buildings and other purposes such 
as public squares and/or reserves. Chauncy's 1854 survey of the Port of Echuca is similar in intent to Murchison - with 
both having a town square near to the river and roughly in the centre of the old township. The location for Echuca like 
Murchison was identified by the site of the punt and the river crossing.



      



Murchison soon became prosperous as it was on the route to the goldfields and shallow draft paddle steamers could 
navigate the Goulburn River. There are a number of early buildings from this period surviving in the township.
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Murchison was a comfortable post-war country town with public gardens, reticulated water and electricity, varied 
agriculture and saw-milling. There was no other significant industry apart from retailing. The town's function as a local 
service centre has remained much the same.



      



On 28 September 1969 a meteorite shower fell 2 kilometres south of Murchison. Many local residents collected samples 
of these meteorites. The rocks were analysed at the NASA Ames Research Center where they were discovered to contain 
the first convincing evidence of amino acids of extra-terrestrial origin, confirming the Miller-Urey experiment. The 
Murchison meteorite samples contained 90 different amino acids, only 19 of which are found on earth.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The River Road Murchison Residential Precinct is of historic and aesthetic significance.



Contributory places:



10 River Road MURCHISON



12 River Road MURCHISON



16 River Road MURCHISON



20 River Road MURCHISON



      



How is it Significant?



The River Road Murchison Residential Precinct is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the City 
of Greater Shepparton.



   



   



Why is it Significant?



Numbers10, 12, 16 and 20 River Road are of historic and aesthetic significance as they demonstrate the type of 
residential development that was occurring on the outskirts of Murchison during the early to mid-20th century period.



      



Unlike the Interwar houses that were built during a similar period on Rushworth Road, the River Road houses have 

River Road Murchison Precinct
Hermes No 200691 Place Citation Report

12:35 PM22-Jun-2017

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

675



varying architectural expressions. They are notable for the quality of design as well-being particularly good regional 
exemplars of their period.



      



This period is notable for an increasing prosperity of some farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefitted from the 
consolidation of farms and integrated rural industries such as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of 
metropolitan markets through rail links.



      



The intensification of development on the outskirts of Murchison is associated with the increasing prevalence and use of 
cars, the new steel bridge (1937) and the provision of electricity. HERCON criteria A, D & E

Recommendations 2014 

 

Yes

No

Yes 

No 

No

Greater Shepparton Heritage Incorporated Plan

No

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

This information is provided for guidance only and does not supersede 
official documents, particularly the planning scheme. Planning controls 
should be verified by checking the relevant municipal planning scheme.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Rushworth Road Murchison Precinct

Address 1 Rushworth Road MURCHISON 11 Rushworth Road 
MURCHISON 12 Rushworth Road MURCHISON 15 
Rushworth Road MURCHISON 27 Rushworth Road 
MURCHISON 31 Rushworth Road MURCHISON 9 
Rushworth Road MURCHISON

Significance Level Local

Place Type Townscape

Citation Date 2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Aboriginal Post Contact History



The Ngooraialum tribe were the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area. This tribe (and other clans) were placed in the 
Murchison Protectorate soon after Europeans came to this area. The Murchison Protectorate was one of four Port Phillip 
Aboriginal Protectorates established in February 1839. The Chief Protector was George Augustus Robinson (1788-1866). 
Robinson supervised the four Protectorates set up in different geographic districts of Port Phillip. Initially, in May 1839, 
the Goulburn Valley Protectorate was located near Mitchellstown under James W Dredge. He quickly resigned in protest, 
it is said, at the appalling conditions imposed upon the Aboriginal people. Dredge was replaced one year later by William 
Le Souef in 1840, and the Protectorate removed to 'a square mile of country which Robinson had chosen'. By 1841, Le 
Souef reported to Robinson that improvements to the Protectorate included acres of wheat, barley, oats, maize and 
potatoes. It also included five small and large bark buildings. The work was undertaken by those living within the 
Protectorate. The Goulburn Aboriginal Station, as it was known, closed in May 1853, and Governor La Trobe abolished 
the Office of the Protector of Aboriginesin 1860.



Murchison and District 



Squatters started settling the area in 1840. French vigneron Ludovic Marie came to the district in the 1850s and 
established a vineyard. He also set up a hotel and a punt service over the Goulburn for gold miners travelling between 
Bendigo and Beechworth. Marie received his licence to establish a punt 1855. In 1854, the township site was surveyed by 
the Colonial Surveyor Philip Chauncy. The area surveyed for the township was next to the former Protectorate and 
adjacent to the river crossing point. It appears that Chauncy placed the township centre in this location for a number of 
reasons. The river crossing was already at this location and had created a de facto settlement. He was acting on early 
town planning principles (that went back to Arthur Philip), where townships were to be situated on rivers, the area was 
typically 3 miles (1.9km) by 1 mile (0.4km), and within this area only small allotments were to be released with the rest 
of the space reserved for future expansion. Public areas were to be reserved for public buildings and other purposes such 
as public squares and/or reserves. Chauncy's 1854 survey of the Port of Echuca is similar in intent to Murchison - with 
both having a town square near to the river and roughly in the centre of the old township. The location for Echuca like 
Murchison was identified by the site of the punt and the river crossing.
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Murchison soon became prosperous as it was on the route to the goldfields and shallow draft paddle steamers could 
navigate the Goulburn River. There are a number of early buildings from this period surviving in the township.



      



Land along the Goulburn was first opened for selection in 1865, with most small landowners moving into the area in the 
1870s. By 1865 Murchison boasted a school, two hotels and stores and a number of houses. When the selectors began 
opening up the land, they cleared the fertile ground and began growing wheat. The cultivation of wheat in turn meant the 
establishment of flour mills, scattered across the Goulburn Valley. Murchison area had a flour mill at Noorilim, six 
kilometres south of the township, to grind locally grown wheat (VHR H1523). In addition Day's Mill (VHR H7924) 
became large and important flour milling operation for the region and continued to function for many years with flour 
being shipped out by train.



      



In 1871 a bridge was built over the Goulburn to replace the punt service. Between 1871 and 1875 the Waranga shire, in 
which Murchison was situated, increased its areas under wheat and under fallow two fold and six fold respectively. In 
Murchison a Mechanics' Institute was opened in 1874, and Presbyterian, Anglican and Catholic churches were built 
during that decade. A railway line was built along the eastern side of the Goulburn River in 1880, passing through 
Murchison East. Ten years later a branch line crossed the river to the west, passing through Murchison to Colbinabbin.



      



After the 1890s Murchison entered a period of stagnation, with few initiatives in commerce or development. The building 
of the Goulburn Weir for irrigation in 1887-90 meant that the Goulburn River was no longer navigable by paddle 
steamer. Much of the Dhurringile district remained under the control of a few individuals and this meant that Murchison 
was denied the commercial benefits that a closer settled district would have provided. Irrigation waters that were made 
available to many districts following the completion of the Goulburn Weir in 1891 were not readily available to the farm 
lands surrounding much of Murchison. This meant townships such as Shepparton, Tatura and Mooroopna continued to 
thrive on the back of irrigation developments while Murchison struggled.



      



A number of events occurred in the Interwar period that provided some stimulus to the local economy and supported 
further development. This included the provision of electricity (1926), the construction of a Bush Nursing Hospital 
(1934) and the construction of a new steel bridge (1937). This coincided with further housing development along 
Rushworth Road and River Road. The houses were relatively substantial and stylish with many displaying fine 
architectural features. The location of these largely substantial buildings is of note, as Rushworth Road and River Road 
became the preferred areas for new residential building. This period is notable for an increasing prosperity of some 
farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefited from the consolidation of farms and integrated rural industries such 
as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of metropolitan markets through rail links.



      



During World War 2, three prisoner of war camps, together with four internment camps, were established in the 
Murchison/Tatura /Rushworth area. This was the largest group of such camps set up in Australia, a unique concentration. 
Dhurringile mansion, 11 kilometres to the north, held internees for a short time, then German officer POWs and their 
batmen. Camp 13 near Murchison, with the associated wood-cutting camp at Graytown, held German and Italian POWs, 
and Japanese POWs after the Cowra breakout. The overall total capacity of these camps was in excess of eight thousand 
prisoners: the staff of 2700 comprised guards, medical personnel, women's services, and administrative staff. The 
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combined populations of the camps far exceeded the local populace. Numbers of internees, particularly Italian internees, 
were released daily to work on local farms and orchards.



      



Murchison was a comfortable post-war country town with public gardens, reticulated water and electricity, varied 
agriculture and saw-milling. There was no other significant industry apart from retailing. The town's function as a local 
service centre has remained much the same.



      



On 28 September 1969 a meteorite shower fell 2 kilometres south of Murchison. Many local residents collected samples 
of these meteorites. The rocks were analysed at the NASA Ames Research Center where they were discovered to contain 
the first convincing evidence of amino acids of extra-terrestrial origin, confirming the Miller-Urey experiment. The 
Murchison meteorite samples contained 90 different amino acids, only 19 of which are found on earth.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The Rushworth Road Murchison Residential Precinct is significant.



      



Contributory places:



1 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



9 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



11 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



12 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



15 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



27 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



31 Rushworth Road RUSHWORTH



      



How is it Significant?



The Rushworth Road Murchison Residential Precinct is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the 
City of Greater Shepparton.
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Why is it Significant?



The group of houses is of historic and aesthetic significance as these houses demonstrate the type of residential 
development that was occurring in Murchison during the Interwar period.



      



The houses are of a substantial scale and the design is of a relatively high quality. The location of these largely substantial 
buildings is of note, as Rushworth Road and River Road became the preferred areas for new residential building. This 
period is notable for an increasing prosperity of some farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefited from the 
consolidation of farms and integrated rural industries such as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of 
metropolitan markets through rail links.



      



The intensification of development on the outskirts of Murchison is associated with the increasing prevalence and use of 
cars, the new steel bridge (1937) and the provision of electricity. HERCON criteria A & D

Recommendations 2014 

 

Yes

No

No 

No 

No

Greater Shepparton Heritage Incorporated Plan

No

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Rushworth Road Murchison Precinct
Hermes No 200692 Place Citation Report

12:26 PM22-Jun-2017

680



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name

Address Significance Level Local

Place Type

Citation Date

Station Street Murchison Residential Precinct

39 Station Street MURCHISON 48 Station Street 
MURCHISON 50 Station Street MURCHISON 52 
Station Street MURCHISON 54 Station Street 
MURCHISON 56 Station Street MURCHISON

Townscape

2014

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR  No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 


Aboriginal Post Contact History


The Ngooraialum tribe were the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area. This tribe (and other clans) were placed in the 
Murchison Protectorate soon after Europeans came to this area. The Murchison Protectorate was one of four Port Phillip 
Aboriginal Protectorates established in February 1839. The Chief Protector was George Augustus Robinson (1788-1866). 
Robinson supervised the four Protectorates set up in different geographic districts of Port Phillip. Initially, in May 1839, 
the Goulburn Valley Protectorate was located near Mitchellstown under James W Dredge. He quickly resigned in protest, 
it is said, at the appalling conditions imposed upon the Aboriginal people. Dredge was replaced one year later by William 
Le Souef in 1840, and the Protectorate removed to 'a square mile of country which Robinson had chosen'. By 1841, Le 
Souef reported to Robinson that improvements to the Protectorate included acres of wheat, barley, oats, maize and 
potatoes. It also included five small and large bark buildings. The work was undertaken by those living within the 
Protectorate. The Goulburn Aboriginal Station, as it was known, closed in May 1853, and Governor La Trobe abolished 
the Office of the Protector of Aboriginesin 1860.


Murchison and District 


Squatters started settling the area in 1840. French vigneron Ludovic Marie came to the district in the 1850s and 
established a vineyard. He also set up a hotel and a punt service over the Goulburn for gold miners travelling between 
Bendigo and Beechworth. Marie received his licence to establish a punt 1855. In 1854, the township site was surveyed by 
the Colonial Surveyor Philip Chauncy. The area surveyed for the township was next to the former Protectorate and 
adjacent to the river crossing point. It appears that Chauncy placed the township centre in this location for a number of 
reasons. The river crossing was already at this location and had created a de facto settlement. He was acting on early 
town planning principles (that went back to Arthur Philip), where townships were to be situated on rivers, the area was 
typically 3 miles (1.9km) by 1 mile (0.4km), and within this area only small allotments were to be released with the rest 
of the space reserved for future expansion. Public areas were to be reserved for public buildings and other purposes such 
as public squares and/or reserves. Chauncy's 1854 survey of the Port of Echuca is similar in intent to Murchison - with 
both having a town square near to the river and roughly in the centre of the old township. The location for Echuca like 
Murchison was identified by the site of the punt and the river crossing.


Murchison soon became prosperous as it was on the route to the goldfields and shallow draft paddle steamers could 
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navigate the Goulburn River. There are a number of early buildings from this period surviving in the township.



      



Land along the Goulburn was first opened for selection in 1865, with most small landowners moving into the area in the 
1870s. By 1865 Murchison boasted a school, two hotels and stores and a number of houses. When the selectors began 
opening up the land, they cleared the fertile ground and began growing wheat. The cultivation of wheat in turn meant the 
establishment of flour mills, scattered across the Goulburn Valley. Murchison area had a flour mill at Noorilim, six 
kilometres south of the township, to grind locally grown wheat (VHR H1523). In addition Day's Mill (VHR H7924) 
became large and important flour milling operation for the region and continued to function for many years with flour 
being shipped out by train.



      



In 1871 a bridge was built over the Goulburn to replace the punt service. Between 1871 and 1875 the Waranga shire, in 
which Murchison was situated, increased its areas under wheat and under fallow two fold and six fold respectively. In 
Murchison a Mechanics' Institute was opened in 1874, and Presbyterian, Anglican and Catholic churches were built 
during that decade. A railway line was built along the eastern side of the Goulburn River in 1880, passing through 
Murchison East. Ten years later a branch line crossed the river to the west, passing through Murchison to Colbinabbin.



      



After the 1890s Murchison entered a period of stagnation, with few initiatives in commerce or development. The building 
of the Goulburn Weir for irrigation in 1887-90 meant that the Goulburn River was no longer navigable by paddle 
steamer. Much of the Dhurringile district remained under the control of a few individuals and this meant that Murchison 
was denied the commercial benefits that a closer settled district would have provided. Irrigation waters that were made 
available to many districts following the completion of the Goulburn Weir in 1891 were not readily available to the farm 
lands surrounding much of Murchison. This meant townships such as Shepparton, Tatura and Mooroopna continued to 
thrive on the back of irrigation developments while Murchison struggled.



      



A number of events occurred in the Interwar period that provided some stimulus to the local economy and supported 
further development. This included the provision of electricity (1926), the construction of a Bush Nursing Hospital 
(1934) and the construction of a new steel bridge (1937). This coincided with further housing development along 
Rushworth Road and River Road. The houses were relatively substantial and stylish with many displaying fine 
architectural features. The location of these largely substantial buildings is of note, as Rushworth Road and River Road 
became the preferred areas for new residential building. This period is notable for an increasing prosperity of some 
farmers, and townships such as Murchison benefited from the consolidation of farms and integrated rural industries such 
as dairies, creameries, butter factories and accessibility of metropolitan markets through rail links.



      



During World War 2, three prisoner of war camps, together with four internment camps, were established in the 
Murchison/Tatura /Rushworth area. This was the largest group of such camps set up in Australia, a unique concentration. 
Dhurringile mansion, 11 kilometres to the north, held internees for a short time, then German officer POWs and their 
batmen. Camp 13 near Murchison, with the associated wood-cutting camp at Graytown, held German and Italian POWs, 
and Japanese POWs after the Cowra breakout. The overall total capacity of these camps was in excess of eight thousand 
prisoners: the staff of 2700 comprised guards, medical personnel, women's services, and administrative staff. The 
combined populations of the camps far exceeded the local populace. Numbers of internees, particularly Italian internees, 
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were released daily to work on local farms and orchards.



      



Murchison was a comfortable post-war country town with public gardens, reticulated water and electricity, varied 
agriculture and saw-milling. There was no other significant industry apart from retailing. The town's function as a local 
service centre has remained much the same.



      



On 28 September 1969 a meteorite shower fell 2 kilometres south of Murchison. Many local residents collected samples 
of these meteorites. The rocks were analysed at the NASA Ames Research Center where they were discovered to contain 
the first convincing evidence of amino acids of extra-terrestrial origin, confirming the Miller-Urey experiment. The 
Murchison meteorite samples contained 90 different amino acids, only 19 of which are found on earth.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant? 



The housing development that occurred in response to the construction of the railway line.



Contributory places include:



39 Station Street MURCHISON



48 Station Street MURCHISON



50 Station Street MURCHISON



52 Station Street MURCHISON



54 Station Street MURCHISON



56 Station Street MURCHISON



 How is it Significant? 



The Station Street Murchison Residential Precinct is of local historic and aesthetic cultural heritage significance to the 
City of Greater Shepparton.



 Why is it Significant? 



Station Street Murchison Precinct is of historic significance as it demonstrates the economic impact of the construction of 
the 1890 branch rail line from Murchison to Colbinabbin.



The houses are of historic and aesthetic significance as they demonstrate the scale and type of housing associated with the 
development of the rail line. HERCON criteria A & D
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Recommendations 2014 
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