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Landowner update 
The Victorian Planning Authority (VPA), in partnership 
with Campaspe Shire Council (council) and state 
government agencies, is preparing a precinct structure 
plan (PSP) and development contributions plan (DCP)  
for an area of land at Echuca West.

The Echuca West PSP is a long-term plan that will direct 
the development of a new residential community.

The PSP area is 2km west of Echuca town centre and 
bounded by the Murray Valley Highway to the north, 
Northern Highway and existing urban Echuca to the east, 
Echuca West School Road to the south, and Stratton 
Road to the west.

The PSP covers an approximate area of 630ha and  
will accommodate up to 14,000 new residents with  
an estimated 40 years of residential land supply.

Since our last meeting with landowners in May, we are 
pleased to report that technical studies and background 
reports have largely been finalised. These have informed 
an updated draft Future Urban Structure plan.  

Key features of the updated draft Future Urban 
Structure Plan include:

• Realigned road network to improve:
 - Alignment with land parcel boundaries.
 - Traffic distribution onto the existing network.

• Passive surveillance and access along the 
waterways.

• Minimised waterway crossings.
• Reduced area for drainage.
• Consolidation of open space and recreation areas 

with biodiversity conservation areas to:
 - Protect habitat and cultural heritage.
 - Provide open space and recreation opportunities.
 - Improve cyclist and pedestrian connections.
 - Include multipurpose areas for both recreation  

and drainage, providing more developable land  
and reducing council management requirements 
and costs.



precinct boundary

residential

credited open space

other uncredited open space

existing road reserve

waterway

existing connector street (25m)

connector street (25m)

existing connector street - boulevard (31m)

local access street (16m)

service road (14.5m)

bridge / culvert

Copyright, Victorian Planning Authority, 2019. The state of Victoria does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and any person using or relying upon such information does so on the basis that the state of Victoria

shall bear no responsibility or liability whatsoever for any errors, faults, defects or omission in the information.

Plan 2 - Future Urban Structure

Echuca West Precinct Structure Plan

1:22,500 @A4

Note:

* Transport network subject

to change based on

finalisation of the Echuca

West Transport Assessment

© Victorian Planning Authority, 2019. The State of Victoria does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and any person using or relying upon such information does so on the 
basis that the State of Victoria shall bear no responsibility or liability whatsoever for any errors, faults, defects or omission in the information.



Plan 3 - Future Urban Structure
Echuca West Precinct Structure Plan

Echuca West Precinct Structure Plan

1: 22,500@ A4

DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION
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RESPONSE TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the VPA? 

The Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) is a state 
government statutory authority that reports to the 
Minister for Planning. We undertake strategic planning 
and coordinate infrastructure for the future growth and 
transformation of Victoria’s cities and regions – from 
new suburbs in growth areas, to areas undergoing 
change and growth in inner and middle Melbourne 
and our growing regional towns and cities.

Why are Campaspe Shire Council and the VPA 
planning for this area?

Echuca has nearly exhausted its residential land supply. 
Under state planning policy Campaspe is required to plan 
for and maintain at least 15 years’ supply of residential 
land within the municipality. The Echuca West growth 
area will provide residential land supply for the next 40 
years. The PSP planning process for Echuca West will 
help council deliver its land supply requirements. 

The opportunity for the area has been identified in growth 
and housing policies including the Loddon Mallee North 
Regional Growth Plan 2014 and the Echuca Housing 
Strategy 2011.

What is a precinct structure plan and 
development contribution plan?

A precinct structure plan (PSP) is a detailed land 
use plan for a new community. It identifies areas for 
housing, transport routes, town centres, education 
facilities and open space. The plan will go through 
a formal statutory process which seeks to rezone 
land from Farming Zone to Urban Growth Zone. 

In addition to the PSP, Campaspe Shire Council and 
the VPA will create a development contribution plan 
(DCP). This will detail all infrastructure required by the 
new community and dictate a levy for developers to 
pay to financially support it. Development contributions 
can include monetary payments, works-in-kind or land 
provided to council. 

How long does the preparation of a precinct 
structure plan and development contribution  
plan take?

PSPs can take three to four years to complete. We 
anticipate the draft Echuca West PSP and DCP will be 
ready for landowner engagement by late 2019 or early 
2020 followed by community consultation. Campaspe 
Shire Council will lead the process.

The community is invited to make formal submissions to 
the draft PSP during exhibition. All submissions will be 
considered by Campaspe Shire Council. If submissions 
cannot be resolved, submitters will have the opportunity 
to be heard in an independent panel process through 
Planning Panels Victoria.

Will there be further landowner and community 
consultation?

Yes, further landowner and community consultation is 
planned to occur once the draft PSP and DCP are ready 
for consultation. 

Can I view the background and technical reports 
that have been prepared for the Echuca West 
PSP and DCP?

Yes, all background and technical reports will be  
available on the VPA website during the community 
consultation process.  
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NEXT STEPS

• We will update the draft Future Urban Structure plan to respond  
to the soon to be finalised transport and open space report.

• We anticipate that the draft Echuca West PSP and DCP will be 
released for landowner consultation in late 2019 or early 2020. 

Zachary Powell 
Strategic Planner  
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