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Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
HERITAGE PLACES

Introduction

Historic Places Citations

The following citations are detailed assessments of some 150 places, most of which were
judged during the study survey as of potential heritage significance to the State or Region
(Cardinia Shire). The rest of the sites were chosen with the aid of the steering committee from
among a broader list of potentially locally significant places. A detailed investigation
followed which examined the history and physical appearance of each of the places in terms
of how each illustrated their history or other significant historical, architectural, scientific or
aesthetic trends. Then an evaluation of the place’s heritage significance was made, compared
to other similar sites in the study area or known within the State.
The historical themes and criteria used for this analysis and evaluation are listed below.

Historical Themes

The following are themes identified in the history of the Cardinia Shire (former Pakenham
Shire area), representing historical patterns ( rather than single) events or places. The sites
identified have been assessed for their expression of these themes, depending on the physical
evidence remaining at the site or its integrity (see Volume 2, Environmental History).

1. Wurrundjeri Heritage (Brief overview)

Evidence of:
Archaeological sites indicating Aboriginal land use - sacred site, scarred trees, swamps,
camping sites.

2. Explorers and First Contact

Evidence of:
2.1 Early explorers
2.2 First cultural contacts (whites/aborigines)
2.3 Early district surveys

3. Pastoralists and Farmers

Evidence of:
3.1 Squatters/pastoralists and grazing
3.2 Selectors and small-scale farming
3.2.1 Ethnic farming communities(Italians, Dutch, etc.)
3.3 Dairying
3.4Orchardists and market gardeners, cool stores, packing sheds, etc.
3.5Vineyards
3.6Closer settlement and soldier settlement
3.7Swamp drainage projects for farmland

4. Extractive Industries

Evidence of:
4.1Timber(includes splitting, milling, charcoal burning, wattle bark stripping)
4.2Quarrying (road and building stones)
4.3Brick making
4.4Mining (gold, gems, etc.)
4.5Eucalyptus extraction
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5. Secondary Industries

Evidence of:
5.1 Jam factories
5.2 Stockfeed factories
5.3 Meat processing works
5.4 Butter factories, creameries
5.5 Other (blacksmiths, chain makers, rabbiters, water drilling)

6. Transport

Evidence of:
6.1 Early pack tracks
6.2 Roads and bridges
6.3 Coach routes
6.4 Railways
6.5 Tramways
6.6 Motor transport
6.7 Bus services

7. Resorts and Recreation

Evidence of:
7.1 Gentlemen’s rural retreats
7.2 Popular holiday resorts. Guest house era and later
7.3 Outdoor sports (football, cricket, horse racing, hunting, car racing, rifle shooting, fishing),

7.4 Nurseries/Acclimatisation Society areas/park reserves
7.5 Picture theatres
7.6 Agricultural shows
7.7 Retreats (religious retreats, inebriate retreats, sanatoriums)

8. Early Village Townships

Evidence of:
8.1Timber townships, e.g. Cockatoo, Gembrook
8.2 Gold/gem townships, e.g. Gembrook, Cockatoo
8.3 Farming townships, e.g. Pakenham Upper, Bunyip
8.4 Railway townships, e.g. Tynong, Pakenham
8.5 Tourist centres, e.g. Upper Beaconsfield, Gembrook
8.6 Maryknoll, a Christian community
8.7 Swamp towns, e.g. Iona, Cora Lynn
8.8 A disappearing hamlets or township, e.g. Dewhurst and the Cardinia Dam
8.9 Coach towns (Pakenham, Bunyip)

9. Towns As District Service Centres

Evidence of:
9.1 Local government headquarters. Before and after severance
9.2 Schools, kindergartens, libraries
9.3 Churches and cemeteries
9.4 Law and order. Court houses and police stations
9.5 Fire Brigade centres
9.6 Town Halls
9.7 Other community meeting places - Mechanics Institutes, RSL Halls,
Scout and Guide Halls, Masonic Halls, Showgrounds
9.8 Health services - Doctors, Chemists, Hospitals, Health Centres
9.9 Banks and insurance offices

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
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9.10 Post offices
9.11 Agricultural offices
9.12 Parks and gardens, sporting grounds, street plantings
9.13 Picture theatres, galleries, museums
9.14 Infrastructure - gas, water, electricity, sewerage, drainage, rubbish disposal
9.15 Hotels, motels
9.16 Petrol stations, garages

10. Housing & Its Setting

Evidence of:
10.1 Sawmillers’ huts, gardens
10.2 Pastoralists’ homes, gardens
10.3 Rural retreats, gardens
10.4 Selectors’ houses, gardens
10.5 Swamp workers’ huts, gardens
10.6 Orchardists’ homes, gardens
10.7 Farmhouses/farm complexes & outbuildings, gardens
10.8 Guest houses, gardens
10.9 Holiday houses, gardens
10.10 Closer/soldier settlers’ houses, gardens
10.11Township residences, 19th and 20th century, gardens
10.12 Residential estates, landscape
10.13 Designers and builders

11. Notable District Residents

Evidence of:
Life style, housing and landscape choice of notable figures residing in the district

12. Natural Disasters & Their Effects

Evidence of:
12.1Bushfires
12.2Floods

13. Cultural Landscape

Evidence of:
13.1 Subdivision of farmlands/hobby farms, etc.
13.2 Shopping centre and supermarket development
13.3 Commuter townships (dormitory townships)
13.4 Housing estates
13.5 Migration and population trends
13.6 Suburbanisation - infilling of rural areas
13.7 Social groups - continuity and change
13.8 Retention of “small village” character in Shire townships, shopping centres
13.9 Survival of rural/semi-rural nature of parts of the Shire.
For more details on the above themes and how they relate to the Shire’s history and its
heritage places, refer to the Environmental History in Vol. 2 of this study.

Criteria for assessing places (sites & areas)

The following set of criteria is was used in the study1. The criteria uses are also subsets of the
Australian Heritage Commission criteria which encompass, scientific, aesthetic, historical and
social significance (see Australian Heritage Commission Act, 1975).

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
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1.0 Interpretation

Sites were ranked according to the capacity of their physical fabric and/or the surviving
documentation of their form at a significant period to illustrate key historical themes (see above
for list of historical themes). This ranking depended on:
1.1 the amount of the original fabric which survives;
1.2 the degree to which later changes or additions provide evidence of change over time
within a key theme or linked with a key event, compared with sites where changes have
obliterated earlier fabric;
1.3 the amount and quality of data in the form of maps, plans, written or oral information
through which the site can be interpreted today.

2.0 Age

The age of a site can also determine significance and is often qualified by some other criteria
such as the integrity of the surviving fabric, as outlined above. Age can be judged as:
2.1 relative age- intact sites that are the oldest within a theme or group will be ranked more
highly than those of later periods; or
2.2 Where historical themes undergo multiple phases, sites will be assessed for their
representation within each phase and be given greater significance for representation of
important stages of the theme’s development.

3.0 Specific Associations with the Site

Sites were ranked according to the extent of:
3.1 association with a key person, significant locally, regionally or within the State.
For example a close or sustained association of a site with a person of state significance will
probably lead to the site being ranked as of state significance or the major home, design,
creation or workplace of a key person will make the site more highly significant than a brief
or superficial association;
3.2 association with key events or activities in local, regional or state history;
3.3 community identification as a landmark associated with one of the key historical themes;
3.4 the site’s demonstration of a typical lifestyle within one of the key historical themes.

4. 0 Rare or Unique Sites and Fabric

Sites were ranked according to their representation of:
4.1 work or leisure activities, cultural values or modes of construction which are no longer
held or carried out in the State or study area;
4.2 types of places which have now been largely removed from or modified in the state or
study area;
4.3 type of landscape that was widespread in the study area but has now largely disappeared.

5.0 Sites of Aesthetic or architectural interest

5.1 aesthetic recognition by those expert in the field over a sustained period or at a key point
in time;
5.2 design or stylistic interest as a particularly evocative example of or an early use of a
particular design style or theme;
5.3 sites associated with an important or recognised designer’s work, as a good and/or early
example (see also 3.1).

6.0 Sites of technical or scientific interest

6.1 Sites which illustrate technical innovation or skill;
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6.2 sites which by their scientific interest have attracted study over a sustained period.

Heritage or cultural expression of a place

As stated in Criteria One, the ability of the public to interpret themes or aspects of the criteria
from a place is crucial to its heritage value. This can be termed the physical heritage
expression of the place which means that the remaining fabric of the site must express the
theme or criteria applied to it. This involves a high integrity to a particular moment in time, or
a recognisable sequence of eras. It may also involve a combination of limited physical
integrity and comprehensive documentary evidence, such as photographs, of the place which
can allow its interpretation with a reduced amount of physical evidence.

Extent of heritage value, field of comparison and extent of influence

Sites may have heritage value to a small community or to the State. Hence factors such as the
influence a site or associated persons might have had geographically, the extent of knowledge
of the site and the significance of the historical theme represented by the site are all accounted
for in assessing the geographic extent of its cultural value. These factors are then weighed
comparatively against other similar sites which exerted a similar influence or demonstrated
similar themes.

Heritage Value

The heritage value and the relevant areas used for this comparison as above are:
National Significance (Australia)
State Significance (Victoria)
Regional Significance (former Pakenham Shire)
Local Significance (defined localities within the Shire).
If the place is not judged as of value within the above framework, as of either National, State,
Regional or Local heritage significance, it will be judged as Typical or Representative, awaiting
further work to establish a relevance to the criteria or historical themes.

Abbreviations

Abbreviations used in the text include:
ADB Australian Dictionary of Biography

AMG Australian Mapping Grid
D1900 Victorian Directories
RB Rate Books, former Berwick and Pakenham Shires
Refer also to the Bibliography at the rear of Volume Two.

Maps

The Maps referred to for each site are:
Maps 711-922:
Emergency Service of Victoria et al., ESMAP Outer Melbourne Directory, (CFA Mapping
Association)
Maps 111, 187-9, 214:
Melway Street Directory of Greater Melbourne (Ed.20-)
Maps 1-33
Shire of Pakenham A3 1:20,000 series (crown allotments)
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UPPER FERNTREE GULLY TO GEMBROOK

RAILWAY

Railway

Emerald, Cockatoo, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900-1954

MAP: 9, 739, 740
EAST AMG: 364100 varies
NORTH AMG: 5810000 varies
HISTORICAL THEMES: 6.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Railways; Nobelius family
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HISTORY

The Upper Ferntree Gully to Gembrook Railway opened on 18 December 1900. By 1904,
there were five stations opened on the line. They were Monbulk, later Belgrave (1904);
Menzies Creek; Emerald; Devon, later Cockatoo(1904); and the terminus at Gembrook. In
addition, there were several stopping places along the line, including the Nobelius Siding (to
service the Nobelius Nursery) and Wright Station (to cater for traffic between Emerald and
Cockatoo.1

This new single gauge railway was designed to carry both goods and passengers. It had great
historic importance in opening up the district’s mountainous, forest areas. It also gave great
impetus to the regional farming nursery, and timber interests. As a result of the provision of
better transport, even second rate timber could be economically milled and marketed. During
the first two decades of this century, timber milling reached its peak in the
Belgrave-Gembrook region.2

The early potential for promoting the tourist trade was recognised by the provision of special
excursion trains during the Christmas and Boxing Day holidays in the 1900-1901 period.3

The Argus of 18 December 1900 reported on the `New Mountain Railway,’ telling how,
`Wild, picturesque mountain scenery, good fishing, splendid shooting, and excellent camping
grounds are a few of the attractions that the narrow gauge from Ferntree Gully to
Gembrook...presents to holiday makers.’
From 1909, two Sunday trains ran a return trip to Gembrook especially for the use of tourists.
Passenger numbers using the `Puffing Billy’ line grew up to the First World War period. By
1919, a number of special passenger cars was constructed, some of which are still in use.4

Emerald Lake Park was opened in 1942. This park was originally part of the Nobelius
Nursery property. The Nobelius home, Carramar, built in the 1880s, had an extensive display
garden. This is now part of the Emerald Lake Park.5

The line closed on 30 April, 1954 due to a land slip which effectively closed the line. Repairs
were considered uneconomical.6 However, a `Save the Puffing Billy Campaign’ was very
successful. It attracted numbers of people, including businessmen, who saw the tourist
potential of re-opening the line. Although much track material (sleepers and rails) were sold
and an attempt was made to sell land along the line, the `Puffing Billy’ line re-opened in
1963. It now runs along a shorter route but `Puffing Billy’ tours from Belgrave to Emerald
Lake Park are increasingly popular.7 Substantial progress has been made more recently in
restoring the line to Gembrook, including the expenditure of more than $90,000 on the tallow
wood needed to erect a trestle bridges along this section of the line8.

DESCRIPTION

This railway line skirts the edge of the former Pakenham Shire in Emerald and hence the
notable Nobelius Nursery siding packing shed (c1904) faces the former shire across the track
reserve. The Gembrook and Cockatoo railway station sites are within the scope of this study
along with the reserve which is lined in places with Monterey pines and other exotic trees,
marking its progress (mainly south of the Belgrave Gembrook Road) through open pasture
and remnant native forest. Other sites along the line include the Bell family tramway junction
at the Cockatoo station site9.
Elements such as partial embankments, water storage tanks and trees remain at the Gembrook
station site which is to be reinstated.
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CONDITION

The Cockatoo and Gembrook stations have been demolished although other elements
survive.

CONTEXT

The line traverses undulating, picturesque and mainly open agricultural land and pasture,
generally following a contour just below the ridge line, with many spectacular views towards
the Dividing Range and closer. It links the townships of Emerald, Cockatoo and Gembrook,
passing through semi-urban areas at these places. The station ground at Gembrook is still
discernible, with the notable tree avenue planting (q.v.), and its built context within the town.
This notable context has remained relatively unchanged over time, with the old store, the
Ranges Hotel (q.v.) and the former coffee palace undergoing in many cases only minor
changes.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Upper Ferntree Gully to Gembrook Railway, its track and station grounds, associated
town buildings at Gembrook and viewsheds to ranges and agricultural land, are of
significance to the State of Victoria and Cardinia Shire because they provides evidence of the
development of key transport networks across the district and the State and the close links
with the primary industry and tourism they serviced. The linking of the railway to Gembrook
in 1900 opened up access to new markets for timber and orchard industries which grew to
State-wide prominence, as well as promoting tourist traffic particularly to Emerald and
Gembrook. More recently the publicity given to the opening and running of the `Puffing
Billy’ service has gained national prominence.
The line is also significant for its visible comparative age among other transport projects in
the shire; potential to interpret the site historically (physical integrity and documentary
evidence via railways plans); landmark qualities for both Victorians and local residents; and
rarity as a type (functioning narrow gauge railway line) and a reflection of past now
discontinued activities which sought the construction of steam railways on cheaper narrow
gauge lines in many rural areas around 1900.
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ST THOMAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, LATER

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Church

a’Beckett Road, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1902

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782500
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.3,9.3,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Church of England; a’Beckett, Major
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HISTORY

On 15 October 1902, the foundation stone was laid of the new St. Thomas Anglican Church at
Bunyip. It was constructed on land donated by the a’Becketts, a district family that was to
have a long association with this church. Soon after, on 28 December 1902, the completed
building was opened by the Right Rev. Bishop Pain, the first Bishop of the Diocese.1 The
total cost of the building was over £377.2

Early photographs show the church in its first decade.3 The designing architect was Frederick
Klingender.
Originally part of the Gippsland Forest Mission in 1879, a mission that served areas from
Moe to Berwick, early Bunyip Anglican services were held in the privately owned Kraft’s
Hall.4

Other buildings added to the St. Thomas complex included the St. Thomas Sunday School
(1906) and the vicarage, opened 5 June 1915. The Sunday School was closed in the late
1970s because of the difficulty of obtaining teachers. The vicarage became the home of
resident vicars until the union with Drouin in 1934.
Extensive alterations were made to the church in 1919 because of white ants. In 1943 an
entrance gate to the church grounds was erected by the congregation as a tribute to Major
Arthur and Beatrice a’Beckett, who had given generously to the church over many years.5

A restoration appeal was launched on 21 December 1980 to try to rectify structural problems
relating to the roof, the need for reblocking the floor, and for repainting.6

DESCRIPTION

This weatherboarded and gabled Arts & Crafts style church has a corrugated iron clad roof
and shingle-pattern boards to a square tower set towards one end. The porch is gabled with an
open picturesque gabled outer porch attached. There are gabled roof vents, gable crosses and
the tower has a broach-form spire, clad with fish-scale pattern pressed metal sheeting. The
windows are pointed within a rectangular architrave as are those on the Sunday School hall.
At the rear is a faceted chancel, with a quatrefoil window opening in the central panel.

The chain-wire fence replaces an earlier one.
The interior is clad with boarding set diagonally in panels and includes coloured glass
windows dedicated to St Thomas and William McArthur Allander a’Beckett (1833-1901).
This church compares with Church of England designs by North & Williams in Point
Lonsdale and at Riddells Creek, both originally timber but the former now reclad.

CONDITION

An early view (c1907) shows the church much as it is now except for an arrow-head picket
fence around the church yard (replaced with chain wire), the staining of the upper boarding in
the tower (painted over) and an iron finial to the spire (modified or gone)7. Otherwise the
church is externally near original.

CONTEXT

The church is located on a hill above the town on a corner site next to the church hall and
residence, both related and near contemporary buildings. There are some complementary
plantings.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

St Thomas Church of England, opened on 28 December 1902, is significant to Cardinia Shire
as a good example of a turn of the century Arts & Crafts style church associated with the
important district family, the a’Becketts. The weatherboarded and gabled church has
architectural significance for its design by the Melbourne architect, Frederick Klingender,
and for its near original condition.
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CALAMBEEN

House, Garden

a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1888

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361300
NORTH AMG: 5791400
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.9
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Mackley, Thomas C; Watt, William; Reed, JM
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HISTORY

Thomas C. Mackley, solicitor, was the first owner in 1888 of this Upper Beaconsfield house.1

It was one of a number of fine villas built in the district for business and professional men and
their families during the 1880s boom years.2 Mackley was a member of the Upper
Beaconsfield Progressive League and wrote an article on the beauties of the area in an
illustrated guidebook brought out by the League in 1899.3 Mackley and his wife lived at
Calambeen until her death on Christmas Day 1897,4 when Mackley moved to Melbourne.5

William Watt
Another distinguished owner was William Watt (1871-1946), MLA; Premier of Victoria,
Victorian Treasurer and Federal Treasurer in 1918-1920.6 Watt was rated for Calambeen
during the First World War years, and seems to have used it as a family holiday home.7

A long article in the ADB tells of Watt’s political and business career. He was elected MLA for
Melbourne North in 1897 and became Post Master General in 1899.
In 1902, he was MLA for Melbourne East and in 1904 for Essendon. From 1911-1914 he was
Treasurer and Premier in 1911-1912. In 1914 Watt went into Federal politics, defeating John
Curtin for Balaclava in 1914. He was Federal Treasurer from 1918-1920. He refused a
Knighthood. Watt was chairman of a number of companies, including Dunlop-Perdau Rubber
Company, and was a friend of leading Victorian businessmen such as W.L. Baillieu.8

Joseph M Reed (1857-1932)
J.M. Reed, was rated as the owner of Calambeen in 1919.9 Reed was Secretary for Lands
(1914-18 ret.), chairman of the Tourist Resort Committee (1911-31) and Surveyor General
(1899-1914)10. A photo of the time shows Reed on the front verandah of the house.11

DESCRIPTION

This verandahed house has a high hipped roof clad with corrugated iron and face brick
chimneys (overpainted) with a corbelled cornice. The verandah balustrade has the
saltire-cross set in a panel and the posts are stop-chamfered with moulded capitals at the
bressumer connection point.
Contributory to the house, the garden contains some large and mature camellias next to the
verandah; a dressage area thought to be where the tennis court once was; large oaks and
planes; Monterey cypress along the drive and an unusual palm.

CONDITION

Unrelated dormer windows have been added to the roof, the openings have been changed in
detail and the chimney bricks painted.

CONTEXT

The house is located in a lush exotic garden near to other hillside pleasure-houses of the area
and era.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Calambeen, constructed in 1888 for Thomas Mackley, solicitor, is significant to Cardinia
Shire as an example of the villas in garden settings built for professional and businessmen
and their families in resort areas during the 1880s boom years. The property has particular
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significance for its associations with a number of other distinguished owners. They included
William Watt, MLA, and Victorian Premier and Treasurer, and Federal Treasurer in 1918-20;
and J.M. Reed, Secretary for Lands who was also linked over a long period with tourism in
the State.
It has historical significance as a surviving example of the rural retreats built in a district that
became a popular resort area.
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FASSIFERN GARDEN

Garden, Pavilions

a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920s

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5791900
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.9
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Walker, Ann & Charles;
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HISTORY

Title information

This information was obtained by the owners of Fassifern, Ian and Laurel Harris, in
September 1993 and passed on to Charles Wilson who, in turn provided this abstract of the
transactions associated with the property.
20th August 1878 - George Bullen of Melbourne purchased 19 acres, 3 rood and 24 perches
for £201.
25th November 1885 - The property was sold to Thomas James Crouch of 46 Elizabeth
Street Melbourne, Architect Vol 1775 Folio 354979 and on the same day registered in the
name of the Seventh Union Terminating Building Society - a mortgage2.
12th November 1891 Mary Emma Bloor Crouch of Dickens St. St. Kilda is now the
Proprietor. Mrs Crouch died 12th October 1904: Ernest William Marston Crouch of Dickens
St., St.Kilda Architect, and John Waterhouse Eggleston of Bank Pl. Melb. Solicitor, were her
executors & beneficiaries ( son & son-in-law)
12th Jan 1906 a very small piece of land on the corner of Reed and a’Beckett Road was
transferred to the Berwick Shire, to make the corner safer for traffic.
18th October 1912 - The joint owners - sold the property (then 19 acres 1 rood 38 perches)
to Richard Gardiner Casey of Shipley House Caroline St. South Yarra Esq. who was the
father of Lord (Richard Gardiner) Casey of Eddrington, who was born at Shipley House in
1890.
25th April 1919- The older Casey died
28th Jan. 1920- Transfer to his executors
On the same day- 28th January 1920 - it was purchased by Henry Britton Denniston,
warehouseman, of 101 Flinders Lane and transferred to Stella Thompson Denniston on 31st
October 1921. His tenure also included land in Crown Allotment 114, 115 and 45, totalling 98
acres.. During the early 1920s the property was leased by Sydney Casey, orchardist3.
23rd February 1927 - transfer to Ann Margaret Walker, married woman.
Audrey Ridgway (Nee Walker) states they bought the house in 1924 and this was confirmed
by her sister Nancy on 9/4/96. This is supported by the fact that Denniston’s paid the rates for
the year ending 30th September 1924, but the entry for the year ending 30th September 1925
was changed on 21/5/1925 from Denniston, H.B. to Walker, Mrs C.R.4.
1959 Alison Patricia Billing of Sugarloaf Rd. Upper Beaconsfield was
the proprietor of Lot 1 Plan of Subdivision 55125 Parish of Pakenham.
17th November 1959. subdivision with Fassifern as Lot 15.
26th April 1979 Alison Patricia Billings died.
1978 - Prior to Alison Billings death the property was purchased by Ian and Laurel Harris on
16th February 1978.
The architect, T.J. Crouch is thought to have built on this land. He is rated for a house here in
1886 and the stumps of his dwelling reputedly survive under the existing house.
The present house in its unaltered form, together with the tennis court and its pavilion, and
gravelled garden paths are remembered by members of the Walker family as extant when they
arrived there in c1924, the house complete with its fibrous cement sheet cladding6. Reputedly
there was also an old wattle and daub building (used as a laundry) on the property but this
was removed by later owners. A small house was located near a’Beckett Road. The sisters
also recall that the drive was lined with semi-mature pines and cypress, alternating.
The pool and its pavilion were built for Walker after c1924 and his enthusiasm for concrete
found expression in new garden bed edging and ornamentation, providing much of the
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surviving original character of the garden.1 Extensive photography was done of the property
soon after the Walkers had developed the garden, providing a valuable record and resource
for restoration2. These show fern gullies, a rustic bridge and extensive use of concrete.
Charles Walker was a keen bird fancier, kept pheasants, and was an amateur photographer
and cinematographer3. His films are reputedly kept at the Australian Film Archives4.
Later owners were Mrs. Alison Patricia Billings from 1959 until 1978, when the property was
transferred to the present owners, Ian and Laurel Harris who have carried extensive house
and garden reconstruction in some areas, including relocating the swimming pool and its
pavilion.5

Thomas James Crouch

Thomas James Crouch was born in Tasmania in 1832. He was involved with the design of
many Melbourne buildings including, Prahran Town Hall, the Blind and Deaf and Dumb
Asylums and the General Post Office, where he died on 4th December 1889.
He was the eldest son of Thomas James Crouch (1805-1890) who was under-sheriff of Hobart
Town from 1836 until he retired in 1868. He was an active Methodist and prominent in the
Tasmanian Temperance Alliance and chaired its 34th Annual General Meeting on the night of
his death on 28th May 1890. There were at least eight children: he died in 1889.

DESCRIPTION

This extensive exotic garden (altered) appears to have been built up substantially at or after
World War One and particularly in the mid to late 1920s with extensive use of concrete as
stairs, planters, lily ponds and edgings. There are also simple but notable weatherboard
pavilions, one from the 1920s once near the former swimming pool and the other, in an
Edwardian form, near the tennis court. There are associated garden beds and a discarded
in-ground pool. There are also mature hedges, a fountain, stone walling, a sundial and many
mature trees.
The trees include:
Waterhousea var., Grevillea robusta (silky oak), Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor laurel), Magnolia

grandiflora, Liriodendron tulipifera, Tilia x europaea (linden), Monterey pine, deodar cedar, Irish
strawberry, .copper beech, Ulmus parvifolia, Brachychiton acerifolium, E. Ficifolia, Cupressus

macrocarpa (hedge, 1920s), Pseudotsuga menziesii (numerous) and Sequioa sempervirens. A mature
Quercus ilex is just inside the entrance gate.
An altered 1920s Bungalow style weatherboarded house (appears to be a renovation of an
earlier house) is also on the property which is thought to have been occupied in more recent
times by the writer, Tor Holth.
The main house has only remnants of the reputed Crouch design and occupation appearing to
have been extensively rebuilt in at or after World War One, possibly by Denniston or Casey,
and later by Walker. It is now indicative of no one period. It has a high hipped roof, clad with
corrugated iron, brick chimneys (overpainted) in a form typical of the 1920s, new slatted
balustrading to an added terrace and panelled cement sheet wall cladding. Fibrous cement
sheet was first made in Australia in 1917 but prior to that was imported from France as early
as 19036.

CONDITION

The main house has been changed but the garden pavilions appear generally unaltered. The
garden elements are also generally from the 1920s and onwards although recent major
changes have occurred7. The conifer drive has been removed, the original swimming pool has
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been replaced in a new location on the front lawn and the chain-wire fenced tennis court was
in poor condition at the time of inspection.

CONTEXT

Fassifern forms part of the group of genteel rural retreats along Salisbury Road, dating from
the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Fassifern is significant to Cardinia Shire as an example of an early twentieth century
gentleman’s garden built in a Shire resort town. The garden layout and its components (tennis
court, first pool), associated pavilions and extensive use of concrete, although recently
altered, make up the significance of the property. This is enhanced by the extensive
photographic coverage of the garden in its complete state. It is also significant for its
associations with the long-term owners and probable designers of the garden, Charles & Ann
Walker.
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NEWSTEAD FOREST, FORMERLY THE STEYNE

House, Garden

a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1885c-

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361300
NORTH AMG: 5791400
HISTORICAL THEMES:
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Dick, Harriet Elphinstone; Noble, Richard
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HISTORY

This house situated on the corner of a’Beckett Road and Reid Avenue has historical interest as
the home in the 1880s of Harriet Elphinstone Dick who introduced gymnastics into ladies
colleges in Melbourne, and was a noted swimmer, and her friend and assistant, Alice Moon. 1

The site was purchased in 1883, and was rated to Alice Moon in the 1884-85 Beaconsfield
Riding records.2 In 1885, a new timber cottage was added to the existing one on the 18 acres
in Crown Allotment 125. Miss Moon bought the 19 acres opposite, which had a small
cottage on it, and `they named the entire property `The Steyne’ after a part of Brighton in
England’ where Alice’s father, Dr Henry Moon lived.3

Before moving to Upper Beaconsfield, the pair mainly worked in Melbourne and for two
years taught at the Ballarat Gymnasium. They cleared their land in a’Beckett Road without
assistance and were known locally as `the Amazons’. An account of a visit to the poultry
farm they established at `The Steyne’ was given in The Age of 24 November 1885. `The
Vagabond’, visiting Upper Beaconsfield (then called Beaconsfield) wrote:

`I shall always remember with the greatest of pleasure the kind reception given me by the ladies
of Beaconsfield, and especially at Miss Moon’s poultry farm The Steyne, a name which recalls
memories of Brighton. The new cottage is on the left of the road towards Mr a’Beckett’s....
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1 Charles Wilson, `Newstead Forest'.
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3 Wilson, p.2.



At The Steyne, White Hamburgs, Polands, game and other pure bread domestic fowls have a
good time of it.’

The writer concludes that, `This business is evidently conducted on first class business
principals...The motto `Mens sans in corpore sano’ is certainly illustrated by the fact that here
is a lady who for some years had devoted herself to successfully cultivating the muscle of
female young Victoria, and now has a home in which there are the most charming traces of
artistic culture.’1

In 1888, the property was sold and in November of that year Alice opened a restaurant at the
corner of Elizabeth and Little Collins Street in the new City of Melbourne Chambers. It was
a great success. Miss Moon died in 1894 and Miss Dick in 1902, both of heart attacks.2

The next owner of the property in 1888 was Richard Noble.3 He lived there with his family
of four sons. Noble, was the brother-in-law of Thomas C. Mackley, the English solicitor
associated with Calembeen, also in a’Beckett Road.4

Arthur B. Kirkwood, the owner of The Steyne from 1903 was an orchardist.5 In 1921, the
Hudson family bought the property, running it as a guest house (renamed Kia-Ora) with a
small apple orchard which was functional until 1939.
Later owners included Mrs Beryl Potter and Sister Jaeger, a Tasmanian nurse, who changed
the name to `Newstead’ and made some extensions and alterations. In 1944 it was sold to
John and Mary Chirnside, who auctioned the property in 1948.
The next owner, David Fullarton planted pines there and renamed it `Newstead Forest’. The
Fullartons also added to the house, their additions including the verandah on the north side.
When sold at auction in October 1992, the house was described as, `A charming Victorian
period family home of unique character set in an English style garden with a croquet
lawn....The property comprises 9 main rooms, two bathrooms, country style kitchen together
with several out buildings’.6 The Fullartons had owned the house from 1948 to 1992.7

DESCRIPTION

This weatherboarded and verandahed house has been substantially rebuilt but some early
planting survives. A photograph from c1923 shows it as a simple gabled weatherboarded
cottage, with fretted barges, a brick chimney and a timber-post verandah on three sides. A
skillion wing is at the rear.
The front gabled section of the house appears to be from the c1885 date, with its looped
fretted gable fascia but the two front bay windows have been added and the former front door
sheeted over. The verandah has been rebuilt and a room bay added on the south side. The
former rear skillion/gabled wing of the house has been added to and a further bay added in
recent times. The brick (over-painted) chimneys have dog-toothed and corbelled cornices.
The verandah is hipped and wide and the roofing is corrugated-iron.
Early garden remnants include: a large Eucalyptus ficifolia (scarlet flowering gum); a Quercus sp.,
a camellia and Rhododendron vars. on a bank to the south side of the house where there are two
Liquidambar vars., planted symmetrically and possibly from the 1950s. Nearby is a mature
Grevillea robusta (silky oak) and Brachychiton populneus (Kurrajong). The garden is contributory
only.

CONDITION

The verandah appears to have been renewed and partly enclosed and substantial additions
made at the rear, recently and less recently. The interior and exterior have been generally
renovated.
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1 Quoted in Wilson, pp.2-3.
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3 Shire of Berwick RB 1888-89 Beaconsfield Riding No. 273. NAV £75.
4 Wilson, p.3.
5 Shire of Berwick RB 1911-12 No. 577. NAV £40.
6 Wilson. p.1.
7 Wilson, pp.1-4.



CONTEXT

Newstead Forest forms part of the group of genteel rural retreats along Salisbury Road,
dating from the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th
centuries.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Newstead Forest, formerly The Steyne, is locally significant for its association with two
notable Victorian-era women, Alice Moon and her friend Harriet Elphinstone Dick, who
introduced classes in gymnastics into Melbourne’s ladies colleges during the late 19th
century. They were known throughout the district as the `Amazons’. The property was also
used successfully as a poultry farm in the 1880s. The property has significance also for its
use in the 1920s as the Kia-Ora guest house run by the Hudson family.
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ROSEMONT

House, Trees

11 a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire),T

ESTIMATED DATE: 1894c

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.11,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Tweddell, Ann & Edward; Shorthouse, AW
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HISTORY

Mrs. Ann Tweddell, the wife of a St. Kilda accountant, was the owner of this property in
1887.1 A house was rated on the site to Mrs. Tweddell in 1894.2 Mrs. Tweddell died on 13
February 1895.3

Ann’s husband, Edward Tweddell, then became the owner.4 By 1911-12, the house was
owned and occupied by Robert E. Tweddell, Clerk.5 The Tweddells were a well-known
Methodist family, as was the Crouch family living opposite at Fassifern. The corner area
where these two families lived came to be known locally as `Wesleyan Corner’6.
Prior to and during the First World War period, and until 1920, A.W. Shorthouse, the coach
and horse cab proprietor, was the rated owner.7 The Shorthouses were well known in the
district as carriers and coach proprietors and were active from the 1880s, soon after the
railway opened.
Later owners were James McDonnell from 1927 until 1940; then Florence Evelyn Savory;
and, during the 1960s, the Toorak artists, Leigh and Heather Atkinson.8

DESCRIPTION

This is a simple and typical late 19th century weatherboarded hipped roof return-verandahed
house with a projecting gabled bay with bracketed eaves, architraves to windows, and fringed
and moulded barges. Simple iron brackets adorn the verandah and corrugated iron covers the
roof. The main door has side and top-lights. Mature Monterey cypress are at the front and side
of the house.

CONDITION

The verandah appears to have been partially enclosed and the presumed picket fence and gate
replaced with chain wire and post & wire.

CONTEXT

Rosemont forms part of the group of gentile rural retreats along Salisbury Road, dating from
the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Rosemont, owned in 1887 by Mrs Ann Tweddell, is significant to Cardinia Shire as an
example of the rural retreats built in shire resort areas during that decade. It is significant for
its association with the Tweddells, well known district Methodists.
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1 Certificate of Title, Vol.1926, Fol.385123
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1894-95, Beaconsfield Riding No. 538
3 Charles Wilson - `Rosemont'
4 Charles Wilson - `Rosemont'
5 Shire of Berwick 12B 1911-12 Beaconsfield Riding No. 1108
6 Charles Wilson `Rosemont'
7 Shire of Berwick RB 1915-16 Beaconsfield Riding No. 2581
8 Charles Wilson - `Rosemont'



BALLANTRAE

House, Garden

190 a’Beckett Road, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1898c-

MAP: 27, 769
EAST AMG: 389300
NORTH AMG: 5783200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,10.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: a’Beckett, Arthur
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HISTORY

Once the focus of many district social events, Ballantrae was constructed in 1898 for Major
Arthur Haywood St. Thomas a’Beckett (1868-1939), a well-to-do Bunyip district pioneer.1

The following year the major married Beatrice Windsor (1870-1938) at Toorak.2

Major a’Beckett was the youngest son of the Hon. William Arthur C. a’Beckett, a solicitor,
and the grandson of the Chief Justice of Victoria. During the Great War, he enlisted as
captain, went to Gallipoli, and was made a major on his return. He was a keen sportsman,
member of the Melbourne Savage Club, the RSL, and local clubs such as the Agricultural
Show Society and the Mechanics Institute. a’Beckett was a member of the Berwick Shire
Council for six years. He and his wife were members of St. Thomas Church of England at
Bunyip. They were `extremely generous to community activities and particularly to St.
Thomas Church of England.’3 Ballantrae was used for garden parties, church fetes, and for
Bunyip Scout Troop camps.4

The designing architect for Ballantrae is unknown, but tenders were called in July 1904 by the
distinguished architects, Klingender and Newbigen, for alterations and additions at Bunyip
for A.H. a’Beckett. These may relate to Ballantrae.5

DESCRIPTION

This is a notable timber, late Victorian-era and notable villa in the Federation Bungalow style,
with hipped and gable roofs, half-timbered gables, fretted verandah friezes and brackets,
leadlight glazing, encircling verandah, and set in a wild garden with some evidence of
Edwardian-era or 1920s garden work. There are associated outbuildings of an unrelated
character.
Garden
The garden contains mature planting in a garden that has become wilder in recent years as the
elderly owner has been unable to manage it. Previously the property had house staff and two
gardeners. A formal layout can be discerned beneath the mature canopy of trees and
creepers. The winding driveway enters the property from the corner at the road intersection,
where a hawthorn hedge extends along the fence line. There is a fenced main garden
surrounding the house and an area outside this with mature trees and associated farm
buildings such as sheds for staff and chooks. The house and garden are located at the highest
point of the property, with the farmland and orchard (apples and plums), south east of the
house, at a lower level.
The garden is contained by a wire fabric fence and timber gate posts, supported by a brick
base, reputedly built in 1920s. The open lawn area within the fence, west of the house, is
edged by terracotta tiles along the path, which are dated 19 November 1886, manufactured
by `AB & TT Co. Limtd. Mitcham’. The concrete paths were reputedly laid in the 1950s6.
Planting is quite varied with mature camellias, yucca, lilypilly, copper beech, lilac and a large
variegated box, and appears to date from two main periods, 1899 (when the house was
reputedly built) and c1920s.
The garden contains remnants of a formal garden including paths, steps, an urn (originally
one of a pair), a rock edged pond and a former tennis court. the circular pond is edged with
rough granite rocks around a concrete base. There are two levels, two layers of bricks
marking the edge of a grassed area and garden beds with largely 1920s era planting, such as
roses, variegated golden euonymus, and a beauty bush (Kolkwitzia amabilis).
An ornamental metal arbour is located to the east side of the house where a wisteria is
climbing up the verandah. A mature Brugmansia sp. and other shrubs are near a large clump of
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2 Nest, D. Call of the Bunyip, p.128
3 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.81
4 Call of the Bunyip, p.111
5 Bunyip & Garfield Express, 21 July 1904
6 owner pers.com.



bamboo. A second but slightly different arbour is at the opposite side of the garden near the
urn.
Large tree ferns are planted around the south side of the house, giving the house a ‘hill
station’ quality, and there is a large bay tree (Laurus nobilis). Trees outside of the formal
garden near the outbuildings include a stand of Robinia pseudoacacia, Schinus molle var. `areira’,
a very large elm (Ulmus sp. ) approximately 100 years old, Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus),

cypress, hoop pine (Araucaria cunninghamii) and a ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba). There is a particularly
large and graceful oak immediately inside the entrance drive.

CONDITION

Given the staged construction, the house has been altered in detail only although it is need of
repair.

CONTEXT

This house and garden are set on the urban fringe of Bunyip, within belts of native forest and
overlooking farmland on the north and housing on the south.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Ballantrae is significant to Cardinia Shire as an early example of a Federation Bungalow style
house built for Major Arthur a’Beckett, district pioneer, in 1898. The a’Becketts played an
important local role as benefactors of the Anglican Church. Ballantrae has potential
architectural significance as probably architect-designed in an advanced style by the firm
Klingender and Newbegin, who carried out alterations and additions in 1904. The house’s
significance is enhanced by the extensive 1920s or earlier garden.
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SALVATION ARMY COMMANDANT’S & NURSES

BARRACKS, WELL

House, Barracks

60 Army Settlement Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1893c

MAP: 19, 767
EAST AMG: 369100
NORTH AMG: 5788100
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Salvation Army
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HISTORY

These are the only buildings left in the former farm colony for the unemployed established on
the site by the Salvation Army in 1892-93.1 The Pakenham labour colony was one of a
number of similar schemes established in Victoria during the 1890s depression. It was
constructed on 320 acres of uncleared bushland. The site of the remaining buildings, Crown
Allotment 17D in the Parish of Nar Nar Goon, was 177 acres previously owned by Frederick
Corlett, a local farmer.2 Herbert Henry Booth and William Peart, officers of the Salvation
Army, became the registered owners on 5 September 1899.3

By April 1892 clearing work began at the Pakenham labour colony under the charge of
Captain Field. In August 1892, a sawmill was established to provide timber for the colony’s
buildings (barracks, houses and other structures) and to supply the local market with sawn
timber, posts and firewood, and to provide rails for the Victorian Railway Commissioners.
Over the years, the colony also specialised in the manufacture of fruit cases for local
orchardists. An article in the Salvation Army journal, The War Cry of July 1893 told of the
building of the first log hut the previous year on the `Pakenham Social Farm.’ By July 1893, a
number of buildings had been constructed including dormitories to hold 50 workers, a
`capacious dining room and roomy kitchen,’ a meeting hall, and pig sties. The old log hut
became a tool house. A sketch showed the sawmills at work with at least four buildings
already constructed behind it.4 By September 1893, it was reported that `...two really
substantial and picturesque cottages with verandahs had been erected on the rise of the hill for
the occupation of the officers.’ There were also dormitories, a dining room to seat sixty, a
store room, stable, cottages and piggeries. Hundreds of fruit trees had been planted. There was
also a mile of the `best constructed tramway’ to carry vegetables and other commodities to the
Pakenham station for dispatch to the Victoria Market.5.Great interest in the `Industrial Farm
Colony’ was shown by Victorian Parliamentarians. In October 1893, there was a visit by the
Premier, Leader of the Opposition, 13 MPs and the Mayor of Melbourne.6.An 1894 article
reported a visit by the Chief Secretary.7 By March 1894 the settlement was providing work
and accommodation for 80 men, 90 acres had been cleared and 20 acres planted with fruit
trees. A tramway and bridge were built to link the sawmill with Pakenham. Photographs of
the bridge under construction and fruit cases being loaded for dispatch appeared in an April
1894 article in Full Salvation, the Salvation Army journal.8

However, by 1896, the number of men in the colony had dwindled, as employment improved
in city areas. The tramway was closed in 1898 when the mill ceased working.9

In following years, the barracks building was used as a girls’ home until the Riddell Home
was opened. By the First World War period, the buildings were used as a retreat for aged
men. A March 1914 article in The Victory, a Salvation Army journal, told of the `Refuge for
Unfortunate Men.’ The article included a photograph showing a number of buildings, and a
photo of a group of aged men on the barracks verandah. One inmate with a long white beard
and walking stick appeared over the caption, `I was a Bad One in My Days.’ By this date
there were 80 acres under orchard, additional land had been cleared, and the manufacture of
fruit boxes continued. In 1913-14 the Salvation Army was rated for 315 acres with a total
valuation of £163.10

DESCRIPTION

This double-gabled weatherboarded and verandahed house is sited on top of a hill overlooking
the valley where the former Salvation Army activity took place.
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2 Land File 17325/19.20
3 Land File 17325/19.20
4 The War Cry, 1 July 1893
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6 Ibid. 14 Oct. 1893
7 Ibid. 21 Jan. 1894
8 see also McCarthy, p.7-10
9 Settlers and Sawmillers, p.10
10 Shire of Berwick RB 1913-14, Pakenham Riding Nos. 972-975



CONDITION

The house is externally generally original.

CONTEXT

The building is located prominently on the top of a hill and on axis with the road, in open
pasture and with some mature exotic trees nearby.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Salvation Army Commandant’s and Nurses Barracks are significant to Cardinia Shire as the
only buildings left from the former farm colony for the unemployed established in the Shire
by the Salvation Army in the 1890s depression years. The buildings have historical
significance as rare survivors of the labour colonies for the unemployed established in
many parts of Victoria at the time. There is sufficient documentary evidence in Salvation
Army records to interpret the site historically and allow further investigation of the former
tramline and the mill sites.
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RUSSELL `LITTLE MILL’ (NUMBER 2)

Timber Mill site

Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1940

MAP: 6, 741
EAST AMG: 381500
NORTH AMG: 5803000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Russell, Bill
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HISTORY

After a number of previous mill locations had been cut out, Bill Russell placed his second or
`Little Mill’ in to the forest north of his No 1 or `Big Mill’ in 1940, moving it from a site near
the Black Snake Creek where it had been since 1933. It was intended to make use of a poorer
section of his forest which, nevertheless, was suitable for the production of case timber1.

Fruit growing was prominent in the region at the time and the demand for cases was strong.
A wooden rail tramway worked by horses linked the mill with the Big Mill 3 kilometres away
to the south. Timber was hauled from there using Russell’s steam locomotive.
The war created a shortage of labour and forced its premature closure in 1942.

DESCRIPTION & CONDITION

The mill was located on a tributary of Russell’s Creek. It is reached by following the
tramway formation west of Ash Landing Road.

Remains

The principal relics which have survived relate to the machinery and major processes
undertaken within a sawmill.

Adjacent to the log tramway formation, which entered the mill precinct from the west, can be
found the remains of the log ramp where logs from the bush were off-loaded. The substantial
foundations of the logging winch have survived as well as a coil of the steel cable used for
hauling.

The sawdust trench, of substantial proportions, has survived reasonable well with some of the
saw bench structure and support timber still evident, having collapsed into the trench.

The foundation timbers for the mill boiler with some piping evident could be found. The
sawdust heap is readily locatable but is very small as would be expected for a mill which
operated for only a short period of time.

Some hut sites could be found along with broken crockery and glass.

CONTEXT

Open native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The lack of easy access has meant that the mill remains have been left relatively undisturbed.
However the short period of time and the era the mill operated detract from its importance.
Countering this is the relationship the operation had with another prominent Shire industry,
the fruit industry, the close proximity to the Big Mill and the importance of the Russell family
in the region’s sawmilling industry.

In particular the combination of the Little Mill, the Big Mill and the interconnecting tramway
with its interesting bridge remains add to the heritage value of this site. As a combined site it
is considered to be of regional significance.

Russell `Little Mill’ (number 2) is of importance to the Cardinia Shire because it provides
evidence of the development of extractive timber industry in the district.
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This mill site is also significant for its comparative age, the potential to interpret the site
historically (documentary evidence via Forestry files, oral evidence from the family) and its
rarity as a type.
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RUSSELL `BIG MILL’ (NUMBER 1)

Timber Mill site, Tram, Bridge

Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1926-

MAP: 6, 741
EAST AMG: 382000
NORTH AMG: 5800000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1,11.,12.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Russell, Bill
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HISTORY

Among the sawmillers in the region none was more prominent than Bill Russell. With an
involvement in the industry dating from 1912 the dominance of Russell and his family in this
important Shire industry spanned the period when the industry was at its peak.
Having occupied earlier sites in the area Russell’s No 1 mill (or Big Mill as it commonly
known) was moved to its site and the tramway extended to what is now Ash Landing Road
in 1926. Logs for the mill (which commenced cutting in 1927) were drawn from the region to
the north along Russell’s Creek1.

The mill was served by a sophisticated tramway by bush standards. It was constructed with
steel rails and a hybrid steam locomotive, constructed at Russell’s request, hauled the sawn
timber to Gembrook, 14 kilometres away. It commenced at the east end of Gembrook Station
Yard, where the two Victorian Railway sidings, the Crane and Russell’s Roads, were used by
the sawmillers to load their timber.2

The mill was to occupy this one site for 17 years, an unusually long period for a forest
sawmill. A settlement of sorts developed at the mill and at one time around 70 people lived
there. There were no schools nearby, so children had to receive their education by
correspondence.
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1 McCarthy, MJ Bellbrakes, Bullocks and Bushmen, p.38, plan p.48
2 McCarthy, M.J., pp.35, 38



The Big Mill closed in 1943 because of labour shortages. Much of the equipment was sold to
the Allied Works Council and shipped to England; the locomotives and the rest of the
equipment was offered at auction on 18 November 1947. The tramway was dismantled in
1945.
Bill Russell left sawmilling after the mills closed and established a successful cartage and fuel
supply business at Fern Tree Gully and Gembrook. He died in 1963, but his sons carried on
the business.1

A number of photographs survive, showing the crew at Russell’s Big Mill (45), a log winch
operating at Russell’s Big Mill soon after the 1932 fire (46), and the dismantling of the
tramway about 1945 (p.52).

DESCRIPTION & CONDITION

The mill is located beside Ash Landing Road. It is reasonably open forest, the remaining
relics of the sawmill being easily accessible within metres of the road.

Remains

No above ground structures remain intact. However, collections of metal fastenings and
bricks indicate the site of huts and machinery. The sawdust pit, in common with most
sawmill sites, is well defined, although the example at this site is particularly deep and has a
number of the support structures which formerly carried mill machinery still in place.

Surrounding the sawdust hole, the timber work with metal fastenings still in situ can be found
marking the site of other pieces of mill machinery. The sawdust heap is substantial and
stretches some distance south of the mill along the course of the creek.

Sixty metres to the north of the mill can be found the notable mill dug-out. This was installed
around 1940 and, although missing its roof, is still very well defined. The entrance way
features dry stone walling.

Approximately 700 metres, north of the mill, can be found the impressive remains of a pig-sty
bridge. Most of the support structures are intact. A fallen tree has broken the longitudinal
beams. For the most part, the road between the mill and this point follows the route of the
tramway, but there is a deviation around the gully at this particular point which has left the
bridge remains intact.

CONTEXT

Open native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The mill was arguably the largest in the area and operated for the longest time. It was
installed by the Russell family, who were instrumental in opening up this part of the region
for sawmilling purposes. It was located at the terminus of a steel line tramway worked by a
steam locomotive, which illustrated an unusual level of sophistication for sawmilling in this
region and Victoria generally. The mill remains are substantial, however apart from the dug
out are not exceptional. The mill is typical of an arrangement and technology that was
employed in the Ash forests of Victoria prior to 1940.

Russell’s `Big Mill’ (number 1) is of importance to the Cardinia Shire because it provides
good evidence of the development of sawmilling in the district and the occurrence of natural
disasters (fire).
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This place is also significant for its comparative age and the potential to interpret the site
historically using documentary evidence via photographs, Forestry files, and oral evidence
from the family. There is also the importance of the Russell family in sawmilling within the
Shire; and its rarity as a type among other surviving timber tramways and bush mill sites.
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OAKLANDS, GARDEN, POPLARS

Farm Complex, Garden, Trees

575 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire), Local (garden, trees)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1860s,1921

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 372400
NORTH AMG: 5782300
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,10.2,10.10,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Startup, John (1860s); Nicholson, Edith (1921)
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HISTORY

John Startup, first owner of the Oaklands farm complex, was an early district settler from
Kent in England, who arrived in Australia in 1854.1 In 1870, he acquired the lease of the Mt.
Ararat Pre-emptive Right of 640 acres, formerly part of Mt. Ararat No. 2 Station of 16,000
acres.2 The PR property was leased previously by S. Clutterbuck and William Philpott.3

In 1869 Startup purchased the Oaklands site in Crown Allotment 73, Parish of Nar Nar Goon,
north-east of the PR block and fronting onto what is now known as Bald Hill Road. He paid
£336 for the allotment and immediately took out a mortgage.4 During the 1860s-70s, 5 acres
is thought to have been divided from the freehold for one of the Startup son’s marital home
and a wattle & daub house built there. This is now called Shady Oaks and is thought to be the
oldest house in the district5. The family consisted of three boys and four girls, many of them
selecting properties in the area6.
Startup’s interest in the block was indicated even earlier on an 1867 map. John Startup’s
station with home and cultivation paddocks is shown on Crown Allotment 73 with his
stockyard over the road in what became Crown Allotment 76, also owned by Startup.7

The Bald Hill Road property was rated to Startup for the first time in 1875, the year the
mortgage was discharged.8 Startup also owned Crown Allotments 68 and 71, previously
owned by Philpott as in the case of Allotment 73. A house was rated to Startup in 1880 with
the combined 336 acres in the three allotments.9

Older buildings in the present Oaklands farm complex, including a shed of handmade bricks
and a wattle and daub building (former wash house and electric light generator and former
adjoining bakery were built, now gone), may date from the period when Startup had his
station there.10 Startup was a well known district farmer and a foundation member of the
Berwick Road Board.11 He died in the first decade of this century and his wife in 1918.12

In 1921, part of the property was acquired by a new owner, Nicholson, as a soldier settler
block. He demolished the old house (but not the outbuildings) and built the present one, and
planted the hedge and poplar trees. Bill Mortimer, district dairy farmer, the present occupier,
has been associated with the farm complex since 1931. Mortimer planted the present garden.13

The RGO search confirmed the property’s associations with Edith Faulkner Nicholson and
William Mortimer.14

Bill Mortimer’s father held a large property on the Mt. Ararat Road where Bill was born in
1900. When the owner of this property experienced financial trouble, Mortimer purchased it
for Bill to run as a dairy farm in 1931. Most of the house garden was planted by Bill Mortimer
during the 1930s. Bill also planted the Monterey cypress hedge but the driveway pines and
old poplars (large) to the west of the house yard were there.

DESCRIPTION

The oldest building in the complex is, in part 4’ and elsewhere 9’ English-bonded brickwork
(hand made bricks, lime based mortar), with a machine block (electric light generator): this is
thought to have been once part of the wash house and possibly a man’s room15. The bake
house was connected on the south but this has been demolished in part. Nearby is a well with
part of a hand pump.
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10 Bill Mortimer pers.comm.
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12 Bill Mortimer pers.comm.
13 Bill Mortimer pers.comm.
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15 Bill Mortimer, pers. comm.



The main house is weatherboard and has a broad gabled and tiled main roof, red brick
chimneys and hipped roof return verandah clad with corrugated iron. The house is externally
near original from the 1920s and hence relates to some of the nearby soldier settler farms to
the south.
Garden
The surrounding south and east facing garden has an old loquat tree near the old house site but
otherwise dates mainly from the 1930s, with brick edging and asphalt paths and landings, a
large cactus and pond possibly from a later era. Planting includes Trachycarpus fortuneii,
pittosporum, cordyline, Japanese cherry, and a wysteria over an arch. The orchard is on the
north side of the house and there are very mature poplar trees near the house yard entry.

CONDITION

The house is in near original external condition, with some possible enclosure of the
verandah, and the 1930s garden character is well preserved. The older brick buildings are in
fair condition and incomplete.

CONTEXT

This farm complex is next to Shady Oaks, the old Startup house, and north of a number of
soldier settler farms.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Oaklands is significant to Cardinia Shire as part an old farm complex associated from the
1860s with John Startup, an early district settler, and which contains some extremely early
buildings. The older buildings include a shed of handmade bricks and a wattle and daub
building. The property is significant, also, for its associations from the 1920s with Nicholson,
a soldier settler, and from the 1930s with Bill Mortimer, a district dairy farmer. The present
house dates from the 1920s and the garden from Mortimer’s ownership. Both the 1920s
house and the 1930s garden are significant, the house in near original external condition and
the garden’s 1930s character well preserved.
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SHADY OAKS

House, Farm

615 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1870c

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 372700
NORTH AMG: 5782500
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,10.2,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Startup, John
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HISTORY

Mortimer’s property next door, is thought to have been part of the Mt. Ararat
2 leased by John Startup in 1854 but records show that Philpott had it then and Startup
commenced in c1870; the lease was cancelled in 1874 when perhaps freeholds were sold from
the land, including this allotment1.
Startup is thought to have built an adobe homestead on what is now Mortimer’s property.
Soon after this, 5 acres was thought to have been divided from the 336 acre freehold for one
of the Startup son’s marriage home and an adobe or wattle & daub house built there.
This house is now called Shady Oaks and is thought to be the oldest house in the district2.
John Startup died in 1905 and his wife in 1918, leading to the sale of the adjoining land.
Documentary evidence
The son of the district pioneer John Startup and reputed first occupier of this house, was John
Startup Jun.3 Like Oaklands at 575 Bald Hill Road, Shady Oaks is located on Crown
Allotment 73, purchased by Startup in 1869.4 The form of construction of Shady Oaks, with
mud brick between the studs (nogging), rendered over, suggest that it was built not much
later than 1880.
A rate book search failed to confirm Startup Jun.’s acquisition of the site of Shady Oaks at an
early date, although he was rated for Crown Allotment 76. This allotment (CA76) on the
south side of Bald Hill Road, and owned at an early date by Startup Sen., was part of
Startup’s Station shown on an 1867 map. Startup’s stockyards were located on Allotment
76.5 As father and son ran the station together, it seems quite likely that Startup Sen. might
have given his son a few acres in Allotment 73 to build a homestead.

DESCRIPTION

The house is set well in from the road, with surrounding hawthorn hedges and some old trees
including an oak. It is a simple Colonial Georgian style cottage with a hipped roof (with rear
skillion). It is of rendered (mud) brick-nogged construction, with mud bricks placed between
wall studs (visible above the render where a verandah wall plate may have been, some studs
badly eaten) and a textured render over the top. Some skirtings may remain of an early date
along with a simple timber arch with carved brackets in the hall. There is reputedly no sign of
shingles on the roof (under the corrugated iron).

CONDITION

The verandah is new, larger double-hung sash windows have been installed in the front and,
inside, the architraves have been replaced.
The brick chimneys appear to have been replaced/rebuilt with standard sized bricks
resembling the Jefferson type seen in many other local 19th century structures, set with
relatively cement-rich mortar.

CONTEXT

The house is set well in from the road but has little mature vegetation around it. It is close to
the other Startup complex, Oaklands.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Shady Oaks, a farm dating from the 1870s, is significant to the Cardinia Shire for its
associations with the pioneering Startup family and as one of the Shire’s oldest houses. It is
significant for its associations with John Startup Jun., son of the district pioneer of the same
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1 Billis & Kenyon, p.248; Butler, G. Buln Buln, p.137f.
2 Bill Mortimer, pers. comm.
3 Bill Mortimer pers. comm.
4 RGO Search 56631
5 Country Lots Parishes of Pakenham and Nar Nar Goon 1858, with additions in 1867.



name. The house has technological significance for its rendered (mud) brick-nogged
construction, with mud bricks placed between the wall studs and a textured render over the
top .
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CORA LYNN CHEESE FACTORY

Factory

Bayles Tynong Road, Cora Lynn

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910c-

MAP: 30, 768
EAST AMG: 378000
NORTH AMG: 5777000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.3,3.6,5.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Drouin Co-operative Butter Factory
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HISTORY

By 1900 when drainage works at the Koo-wee-rup Swamp were well advanced, large blocks
of land were sold in the Iona and Cora Lynn areas, and small townships established there. As
the land became better drained, the Drouin Co-operative Butter Factory Company decided to
open milk and cheese factories in the district.1

In 1902, a cheese factory owned by the Drouin company was opened at Iona. J. McMillan,
the Victorian Government cheese expert, estimated that 100,000 cows could be milked on the
former swamp lands. He argued that establishing a cheese factory would be only one-sixth of
the cost of that of a butter factory.2 A photograph (held at the Cora Lynn General Store) from
c1910 shows a much reduced extent than the present building, being part of the rear section.
Two years later, in November 1909, the directors of the Drouin Company discussed building
a second cheese factory at Cora Lynn. In December, a four acre site was obtained there and
building commenced.3

The Iona factory, still owned by the Drouin Company, closed down on 6 October 1928
because of financial difficulties. The building was demolished in 1930 and the material used
to enlarge the Cora Lynn cheese factory.4 According to Shire of Cardinia Valuer’s records,
the existing Cora Lynn factory is owned still by the Drouin Co-operative Butter Factory
Company Ltd.

DESCRIPTION

Sited just south of the Bunyip River (Main Drain) and facing the bridge at a bend in the road,
the factory has been built in stages. The older stage at the rear (c1910) is weatherboard clad
with a gabled corrugated iron roof and later fibrous cement sheet in the gable end-walls. This
wall construction continues along the side wall into what appears to be another stage but
under the Dutch-hipped roof of the main front wing. A piered brick wall (overpainted)
extends along the front of the building for three bays, giving way to a board-formed
reinforced concrete wall which extends for a further three bays.

The centre parapeted bay is rendered and bears the name `Cora Lynn Cheese Factory Estd.
1910’. This bay is flanked by capped piers which have a lozenge shaped raised panel planted
on their upper length, appearing to be from the 1920s-30s. The remaining four-bays of the
front elevation are also rendered, with piers, and the roof ridge-line at a lower level. The
main roof ridge has a gabled monitor vent for part of its length and a formed sheet-iron one
for a further section. Main windows appear to be steel framed with hopper sashes and louvres
on the external face.

The adjoining house is number 460 and may have been linked with the complex (owner JM &
NE Glew).

CONDITION

The factory appears to be no longer functional but the exterior is externally near original to
the last stage of construction c1920-30s, apart from painted brickwork and missing details.
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2 Call of the Bunyip, p.17
3 Bunyip and Garfield Express 19 November, 3 December, 10 December, 1909
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CONTEXT

The factory is located on what appear to be town lots opposite the new bridge and facing the
Main Drain. It lies between the northern part of the hamlet (general store, war memorial) and
the south.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Cora Lynn Cheese Factory, constructed from c1910, has significance for Cardinia Shire
as a property associated with the Drouin Co-operative Butter Factory, an important
industrial group within the district. It is significant as a architecturally interesting example of
a complex connected with the district dairying industry, and, as a surviving cheese factory, a
rare type of a building once common throughout Victorian country areas and particularly
within Cardinia Shire.
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BEACONSFIELD STATION MASTER’S RESIDENCE,

BUNYA BUNYA

House, Tree

Beaconsfield Avenue, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1888-

MAP: 18, 131
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5787100
HISTORICAL THEMES: 6.4,10.11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Nott, Charles; Adamson, James; Victorian Railways.
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HISTORY

This house, known for many years as the Station Master’s House, was reputedly constructed
in 1888 by the local builder, James Adamson, for Charles Nott, owner of the nearby 1889
Kenilworth Villa, possibly as a gate lodge.1

According to one account, the house was also known as `Kenilworth Cottage’ and was used at
first as a ladies’ college. This use seems to have been unsuccessful. The cottage was later let
to Mrs Anderson (formerly Mrs Jackson of Young and Jackson’s), her six children and their
friends. Among those children was Stanley Melbourne Bruce, later Lord Bruce and Prime
Minister of Australia. At one stage, the cottage was let to J.C. Hodgson, Shire Secretary, and
at another, to a young doctor.2

Adamson
James Adamson, the builder of the house, who came from England, arrived in Sydney on
Christmas Day 1883. Adamson later went to Malvern, where he met the Tivendales, who
persuaded him to come to the Beaconsfield district.3 Adamson built numbers of Beaconsfield
district structures including the splendid Kenilworth Villa 4 and the Beaconsfield Hall in
1905.5

In about 1900, `Kenilworth Cottage’ was purchased by the Railways Department for a Station
Master’s Residence 6 In the reminiscences of Miss Effie Adamson published in the local
press in the early 1960s, some of the early Station Masters were Rees, Wain, Cotter, Le Page,
Robertson, Morrison, Dawson, Trustwell, Maudsley and Moore.7 Other early buildings
associated with the Beaconsfield railway have long gone. A gatekeeper’s house near the
crossing was sold and moved to Berwick, the Railway Department then installing cattle pits
instead of gates.8

According to an Adamson descendent, the former Station Master’s Cottage was substantially
altered internally in 1939, because of the problem of white ants.9

DESCRIPTION

This gabled and weatherboarded 19th century house with cemented brick Victorian-era
chimneys is set by the railway within the reserve and next to a mature and notable bunya
bunya which may be linked with the bunya at the drive of Kenilworth. Twin gabled roof
forms face the side elevation and a gabled projecting bay faces the street, with a central
window with architraves. A skillion verandah (new?) is on the side elevation.
There appears to be mature shrubs from a previous garden which has since overgrown and
some new yard fencing in place of what may have been pickets.

CONDITION

The house appears to be in externally near original condition although the side verandah
appears to be an alteration.

CONTEXT

The house is north of the weatherboarded and gabled station building which appears to be of
this century. There is little other evidence of nineteenth-century railway history on the
reserve.
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2 Pakenham Gazette 20 Jan. 1993.
3 Bruce Adamson. Pers. Comm.
4 Pakenham Gazette 20 Jan. 1993
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6 Bruce Adamson. Pers. Comm.
7 Pakenham Gazette 2 Feb. 1962.
8 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.55.
9 Bruce Adamson. Pers. Comm.



SIGNIFICANCE:

The railway residence, built in 1888 for Charles Nott, owner of the 1889 Kenilworth Villa, by
the local builder, James Adamson, and acquired by the Victorian Railways in about 1900, is
significant to Cardinia Shire because of the associations with these prominent men and,
because of its size, as evidence of the importance of the rail transport network in the
nineteenth-century. The bunya bunya tree has significance for its associations with the
earliest history of the property and Nott, and as a rare example of its type.
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PAYNE HOUSE & TREES

House, Barn; Trees

Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1908

MAP: 18, 212, 738
EAST AMG: 358000
NORTH AMG: 5789200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Payne, John
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HISTORY

The present occupier, Brian Dennis, cited the house as having recently been (c1939-) owned
and occupied by Ernest A Dennis who died recently at the age of 95. Ernest Dennis had
married Ida VA Luke of Montuna in 1927 whose family had built the golf course and the first
part of the Guy’s Hill store and post office.1

This house was built in 1908 as a holiday house for the successful Melbourne draper, John
Payne, of Payne’s Bon Marche Stores. Payne was rated first in 1908-9 for the 466 acre
Beaconsfield property.2 According to one account, in that year `200 or 300 guests’ were
entertained at the Paynes’ Beaconsfield country residence. A special train was chartered to
convey guests to and from Melbourne.3

In the same year, Payne purchased the historic Cardinia Park Hotel.4 Known earlier as the
Bush Inn, this hotel was an old landmark on the corner of Emerald and Payne’s Road.5

Albert Payne, hotel keeper, was listed as the hotel’s occupier in 1906.6 It is not known if
Albert was related to the wealthy draper.
It is also recorded that Payne’s Beaconsfield land at the rear of the hotel was cleared and
planted with apple orchards.7 John Payne, Jr., farmer, was listed as the occupier of the
Beaconsfield property of over 460 acres in 1911.8 Rate records confirm that after a
subdivision in the First World War period, the property of the Melbourne draper still
contained some 247 acres.9

DESCRIPTION

This large timber Edwardian-era verandahed house in the Federation Bungalow style has a
two level gabled barn at the rear. Walls of both house and barn are clad with weatherboard
and the roofs with corrugated iron (barn iron is the unusual `Emu’ brand from
Wolverhampton which was distributed locally from c1908 onwards).
The house has two gabled bays, with trussing and finials, either side of an unusual central
hipped room bay. The skillion verandah extends over all of these bays.
Drive planting
The long driveway to the house is lined with an avenue of distinctive trees. These include a
pair of the native trees Bunya Bunya (Araucaria bidwillii), a pair of hoop pine, also native
(Araucaria cunninghamii), and a lemon scented gum (Eucalyptus citriodora). The majority of trees in
the avenue are Pinus radiata, a number of which are senescent or approaching senescence.

CONDITION

The house and barn have been changed in detail, with the northern end of the front verandah
having been enclosed.

CONTEXT

The house faces the main road and the long connecting drive which is lined with mature
exotic trees, some notable (Araucaria sp.).

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Payne house, built in 1908 for the successful Melbourne draper on his extensive 466 acre
property, is significant to Cardinia Shire as an example of a substantial country holiday home
located in a popular resort town. It is significant, too, for its associations with the important
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Payne family and the role it played in the district as a social centre. The drive planting also
contains trees of individual importance and together are also of note as a group, as is the
original house design (although altered).
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CHARING CROSS CIVIC & COMMERCIAL

PRECINCT

Precinct, civic

Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: pre c1899

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 360300
NORTH AMG: 5792200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,8.5,8.3,9.12
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HISTORY

This precinct still contains elements relating to the district’s early history from the 1880s as a
health and tourist resort, where a number of gentlemen’s rural retreats were located, and the
later development of Upper Beaconsfield as an important orcharding area.
The precinct is centred on Charing Cross, the name given by early residents to the area at the
`parting of the ways’. It was located near an early post and telegraph office described in the
1890s as the `acknowledged centre of such trade and traffic as there is in our little mountain
village of Upper Beaconsfield’.1

The earliest remaining structures in the precinct are from the 1880s era, the Upper
Beaconsfield Assembly Hall, and Salisbury House (the former Kincraik), an important
boarding establishment constructed in 1888. It was reported in an 1899 tourist guide that
from its back verandah, `one of the grandest views in Victoria is obtained’.2

An important feature of the Charing Cross precinct is the Rotunda, which was built sometime
c1899-1905 and rebuilt for the local progress association in 1916 by W. Johnson.3 The first
rotunda was moved to the recreation reserve and rebuilt by Glismann.4

A 1904 article told of the `clearing of a small piece of land between the cross roads and
Charing Cross’ and of how the local storekeeper and postmaster, Marsh, was planning to
fence the area and plant it with ornamental trees.5 A different form of the rotunda appears in
views of the 1907 and 19206.
The Upper Beaconsfield Post Office and residence built in Salisbury Road in 1914, and the
former Cormore Tea Rooms (now Milk Bar) built on the Halford Road corner by 1922,
illustrate the importance of the precinct during the First World War era. Another structure
retained from this period is the Upper Beaconsfield War Memorial in Salisbury Road,
unveiled in May 1920.
The precinct also contains a reminder of the period when Upper Beaconsfield became an
important orcharding district. A store associated with the Victorian Orchardists Cool Store
and Fruit Packaging Company, opened there c1920, still stands in the Beaconsfield Emerald
Road at the Halford Road corner.

DESCRIPTION

Precinct includes:

* the reserve and planting,

* the timber framed rotunda (1916),

* packing shed,

* former tea rooms (now the milk bar),

* the post office,

* Salisbury House (former guest house),

* tennis courts

* the Assembly Hall and

* the nearby war memorial.
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3 C Wilson, pers.comm.
4 ibid.
5 South Bourke and Mornington Journal, 7 Sept. 1904.
6 see C Wilson collection



These elements represent the early community centre of the settlement and its major
structures grouped compactly around the main intersection in the town. Later elements of a
related type (but not era), include the RSL hall and the Ash Wednesday Memorial Park.
Just outside of the precinct, on the other side of the Emerald Road, was the site of the
Anglican Church which was rebuilt after destruction of the church in the 1983 fires. Although
rebuilt in an empathetic form to the rest of the precinct, this church is unrelated historically to
the heritage qualities of the early civic structures of the precinct.

CONDITION

Most of the elements are in fair to good condition with only the assembly hall being altered
more than in detail.

CONTEXT

The group is on the top of a hill overlooking other parts of the town which have been
relatively more affected by the 1983 fires: for example yielding new construction on the other
side of the main road. Complementary but visually unrelated sites which are of individual
note include the recently built Church of England opposite.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Charing Cross Civic & Commercial Precinct has significance to Cardinia Shire for its
associations with the development of the Upper Beaconsfield area as an important health and
tourist resort. The earliest remaining structures are from the 1880s.
The Rotunda (1916), is significant as an important focus of the group, set within a park
reserve. The Victorian Orchardists Cool Store and Fruit Packaging Company, opened on the
site in the 1920s, is also significant as a reminder of when Upper Beaconsfield became a
prosperous orcharding district. Other significant components of the precinct include the
former Salisbury House boarding house, the Assembly Hall and nearby war memorial, all
closely linked to public life in the town over an extended period.
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VICTORIAN ORCHARDISTS COOLSTORE & FRUIT

PACKAGING COMPANY PACKING SHED

Store

Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920-1c

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 360300
NORTH AMG: 5792200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Orchardists Coolstore & Fruit Packaging
Company
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HISTORY

The timber framed walls of this building were prefabricated and brought from Beaconsfield
railway station on horse-drawn wagons around 1920-11. A `Fruit Store’ was shown on this
site in the 1922 town subdivision sale plans2 and reputedly the shed was used as such until
c19433. Another packing shed was located close by in Emerald Road, at that time4.
It has been used as a motor garage since c1947-8, reputedly under the ownership of T Brady,
and contains fittings from that era5.

DESCRIPTION

This is a large gabled timber framed and clad store, fitted out internally as a motor garage of
the 1940s. A faded sign stating `Victorian Orchardists..’ is on the north side. Wall cladding
is horizontal with vertical boarding in the gable-ends where there is a louvred vent. The roof
is clad with corrugated iron, the main sliding doors (3 per side) are ledge & braced and
vertical boarded and the windows are high hopper sashes. The floors are boarded internally.

CONDITION

The shed is externally complete with minor and early changes internally to convert it to a
motor garage.

CONTEXT

The shed is opposite the former tea-rooms, adjoins the reserve and forms part of the Charing
Cross commercial and civic precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Victorian Orchardists Cool Store & Fruit Packaging Company packing shed, which dates
from the 1920s, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as symbolic of the development of
orcharding in the district and, after the packing shed’s conversion to a motor garage in the
1940s, of the growing importance of motor transport in the shire during the previous decade.
Victorian Orchardists Cool Store & Fruit Co-operative packing shed is of significance as an
important component in the Charing Cross Civic and Commercial precinct. It is a reminder of
the time when Upper Beaconsfield became an important orcharding district, and, as an early
externally intact timber packing shed, is now a rare building type in the Shire.
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3 C Wilson, 1996, op.cit.
4 C Wilson, 1996, op.cit.
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BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR, FORMER

CORMORE TEA ROOMS

Store

Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1922

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 360200
NORTH AMG: 5792200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,8.5,9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Burton & Martin; Berglund, Will
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HISTORY

Known in the early 1920s as the Cormore Tea Rooms and Billiard Room, this building (now a
Milk Bar) was constructed between 1921 and 1922. Harry Burton tells the story of how his
father was demobilised from the armed forces in 1919 and moved to Upper Beaconsfield. In
1920-21, Burton formed a partnership with George Martin. They jointly subcontracted the
building of Cormore. It was completed and functioning in 1922: a building was shown on
this corner in the 1922 sale plan of the town subdivision and named the `Cormore Tea
Rooms’. Harry Lang of Woodlands assisted with the work.

In 1927, the number of visitors declined and the Burton-Martin Partnership began to fail.
Mrs. Funnell bought the freehold and business to provide a job for her daughter and
son-in-law, who had unsuccessfully run a soldier settlement farm. When the son-in-law was
offered a job in Canberra, the Funnells had to look for other managers for the tea rooms.
Charlie Horner and his wife took it over, adding a small greengrocery section, later managed
by Will Berglund and his wife.

In 1939, the Funnells, were succeeded by George Thomson and his wife, who were
the occupiers until 1967. (28 years.) It became a milk-bar with a small greengrocery
business and was no longer used as tea-rooms; a billiard table was bought for public use.
Thomson who was an enterprising man, established a green-grocery run to Berwick, Officer,
Beaconsfield, and Dewhurst, helped by his son Rick. He also became the local estate agent,
and opened an office in Pakenham and later Beaconsfieid. The property which became known
as `Cormore Park’, had a tennis court and a large field at the rear where cricket was played
during the war years. George was the Captain of the Upper Beaconsfield team from 1943-48.

The Thomsons sold the business to Dan and Norma Colles in 19671.
Later occupiers were Bob and Freda Allen who were members of the Fire Brigade and Youth
Club. Tom van den Dolder, who took out a two-year lease in 1979, equipped an amusement
parlour in the annex. In the 1980s, the property was run by Ian and Margaret Beckwith in
1981 as a convenience store, by Ian and Maureen Wright of Springvale in 1983, and Pat and
Patricia Kelly in 1988. Members of the Koneckney family are the current owners.2

DESCRIPTION

Like the cool store opposite this is a gabled timber clad and framed building with a front
verandah and added verandahed skillion on the west side (billiard room). The roof is clad
with corrugated-iron and the two verandahs ornamented with fretted timber brackets.

CONDITION

The show windows have been changed as has the interior.

CONTEXT

The former tea-rooms is opposite the former packing shed, adjoins the reserve and forms part
of the Charing Cross commercial and civic precinct (q.v.).

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Upper Beaconsfield milk bar (former Cormore Tea Rooms) is significant to the locality
of Upper Beaconsfield as an example of a popular tea rooms and billiard room opened in
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1922 in a Shire resort town. The former tea rooms are significant, also, as part of the Charing
Cross commercial and civic precinct, which includes the former packing shed opposite.
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LAWSON FALSE CYPRESS AT VERLYS

Tree

40 Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Emerald

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1890c,1965

MAP: 9, 127
EAST AMG: 364000
NORTH AMG: 5799600
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,7.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Nobelius, Karl, Cliff & A.V.?; Exley, Nellie
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HISTORY

This garden has been developed by the owners, Lysabeth and Bill Allison over the last 30
years; potting up plants being Bill’s hobby1. The garden is thought to have been developed in
the 19th century by Emerald pioneer, Nellie Exley, on land which was once part of the
nationally known Nobelius nursery. The tree was propagated in the nursery and planted by
Nellie2. The National Trust of Australia has classified the tree.

DESCRIPTION

This garden contains a `wealth of plants’ and is a `large informal country garden’ with
winding paths through a large variety of common and unusual plants.
Among the unusual and original plantings is the Lawson false cypress ( Chamaecyparis

lawsoniana (Murr) `Parlatore’) which is on the National Trust of Australia (Vic) register. This
tree is 17m high, with a trunk girth of 2.25m and a canopy of 9m. It was noted as a fine
specimen.
There is also an old walnut3

There is also a timber house which appears to be from the Edwardian-era but has been altered.

CONDITION

The tree was judged by the Trust as being in good condition and a fine specimen.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The National Trust have recognised the tree for its size and as an outstanding example of the
type. The tree was also thought to have strong associations with Nobelius nursery and the
Emerald pioneer, Nellie Exley.
The Lawson false cypress at Verlys is of importance to the Cardinia Shire and the garden of
importance to the locality of Emerald because they show the development of nurseries in the
district and the developing forms of the gardens associated with the district’s resorts or rural
retreats.
This tree is also significant for its: expression of the lives or lifestyles of locally important
people (Nobelius, Exley) and the rarity as a specimen.
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SUNSET GUEST HOUSE, GARDEN

Guest House

65 Beenak East Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)?

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920c

MAP: 10, 920A
EAST AMG: .373000
NORTH AMG: .5798200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,10.8
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Laidlaw, Mrs. M
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HISTORY

The former Sunset Guest House, which dates from 1920 1 is a survivor of the holiday guest
houses opened in Gembrook in the post- First World War period. Its first owner, Mrs
Margaret Laidlaw, who was listed as manager in the early 1940s seems to have employed
James Cochrane as manager in the earlier years2. Mrs Laidlaw owned the site, 48 acres in
Crown Allotment 19A, in 1918.3 She also owned an additional 30 acres in the same Crown
Allotment.4

Cochrane may have designed or maintained the garden associated with the weatherboard
bungalow style building. He was listed in 1926 at the Botanical Gardens, South Yarra.5 Mrs
Laidlaw’s address was given at first at Arundal Flats, Commercial Road, Melbourne, and, by
1925, at the Chevron, St Kilda Road. She was recorded as owner/occupier of the Gembrook
property from 19 July 1926. From the 1930s, when she continued to have a Melbourne
address at Paradine Mansions in St Kilda Road, her Gembrook property comprised 78 acres,
and included the additional 30 acres. 6

The Gembrook district was described in a 1915 tourist guide as `close to the railway station
(and)a magnificent fern gully within a public reserve. The Beenak Falls are 6 miles distant
and there is a beautiful fern drive along the Pakenham road.. Excellent fruit is grown in the
district’.7

Two known remaining 1920s guest houses at Gembrook, Sunset and Urunga, are now private
houses8. A recent 1984 description of Sunset was of an `Aged WB being reblocked. Good
Condition. Garage and Sheds. 2 acres garden. Rhodes.’ Cardinia Shire Valuer’s cards-recent
owners/occupiers from 1969 have included Ernest John Twyford, Nona Rebecca Smith, and,
in 1987, Peter Hendrick von Ketcjich9. .

DESCRIPTION

This is a hipped roof and verandahed Edwardian or Bungalow-era timber house set in
extensive exotic gardens (much of it recently developed) below the Beenak East Road. It was
reputedly the Sunset Guest House10. Mature trees include cypress (row on frontage, now
depleted), oak and loquat.

CONDITION

The house is externally near original

CONTEXT

The house is sited on the fringe of Gembrook township on the lower side o the road with
views back to the town.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Sunset Guest House, which was built in 1920 for Margaret Laidlaw and occupied by James P.
Cochrane, is significant to Cardinia Shire as a well-preserved example of a guest house,
highlighting the special role played by the northern towns in the tourist trade of the shire. The
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1 Shire of Berwick RB 1920-21 Beaconsfield Riding No.2170
2 Where to Go, 1941, quoted in Moylan and Watt, Holiday Guest Houses, A Statewide Typological Survey, 1994,p.250
3 Shire of Berwick RB 1918-19 Beaconsfield Riding Nos. 2518, 2519
4 Ibid. No.2826
5 Ibid. 1925-26 Nos. 312, 917
6 Ibid. 1930-31 No.1001)When she was listed as manager in 1941, the Sunset Guest House offered `Rest and Comfort' and its `Own

Farm Produce and Poultry' and was available for winter and summer holidays.Where to Go 1941 in Moylan and Watt, p.250>
7 Moylan and Watt, p.247
8 Ibid. p.250,252
9 Ibid.
10 J Russell, pers. com.



building is significant for its associations with Mrs Laidlaw, who owned the property over a
long period and was still advertising the guest house in the Railways Department tourist
guides of the 1940s.
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KURTH CHARCOAL KILN

Kiln, houses

off Beenak Road, Gembrook North

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1942

MAP: 5, 712
EAST AMG: 375000
NORTH AMG: 5804000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Forests Commission of Victoria; Ernest Kurth
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HISTORY

The Kurth Kiln at Gembrook was established in 1940-1941 by the Forests Commission of
Victoria to produce charcoal for use as a substitute fuel. It was designed by Professor Ernest
Kurth of Tasmania in response to a petrol shortage during the Second World War.
Dr. Kurth, appointed Professor of Chemistry at the University of Tasmania in 1941, had been
investigating the pyrolysis of timber and kiln design since early 1940. `His work resulted in
the construction of a commercial-sized continuous kiln in Tasmania over the period from
December 1940 to March 1941. This kiln commenced operation on 26 March 1941.’1

The total cost of construction the Kurth Kiln, which used the new technology developed by its
designer, was £1799/17/2d.2 The kiln was unusual in that it could operate continuously. It
was designed for top loading and bottom recovery, which meant that, so long as timber was
fed in at the top, charcoal could be recovered at the bottom.’3 The selection of its site met
three essential requirements: water, timber and sloping land. The Tomahawk Creek site
satisfied all three requirements.4

In August 1942, operations were suspended for minor repairs and during 1943 it had only
intermittent use. Supply of charcoal had increased in Victoria due to the activities of the
Forests Commission in encouraging private production.5

In July 1946, the usage of the kiln site changed when the area became the Army’s main base
camp for the region, involving the housing of 80-100 men. This camp operated until 1963.
By 1971, the site was used only as an unmanned storage facility.
In the 1980s, however, when a picnic and camping area was created in the vicinity, the kiln
played an important role as the focus for the demonstration of the part played by the Forests
Commission in fostering the production of charcoal as a substitute fuel during the Second
World War.6 Some reconstruction is thought to have been carried out in the development of
the area7.

DESCRIPTION

The brick-walled kiln is located in a clearing beside a dam, with a riveted iron chimney
protruding from the top, and iron track section braces up its sides. It has remnants of an iron
floor and has 4 rectangular openings. Other elements include an adjoining log-framed store
(extended) and original stained paling-clad gabled forestry huts which formed part of the
associated Forests Commission encampment.
Other kilns in the State are of the fabricated metal type (see Tonimbuk) or set into the earth
with a brick lining (see Macedon).

CONDITION

The complex is remarkably well-preserved.

CONTEXT

The complex is set in a creek valley in native forest near a public picnic reserve and across the
road from a dam associated with the works. There are reputedly signs of gold workings
nearby which include flumes. Interpretative information has been provided in a nearby DCNR
shelter.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 69

1 David Schmidt. `The Gembrook Kurth Kiln' in Tom Griffiths. Secrets of the Forest, 1992, p.172
2 Schmidt, p.174
3 Schmidt, p.173
4 Schmidt, pp.173-174
5 Schmidt, pp.174-175
6 Schmidt, pp.175-176
7 D Jackson, pers. com.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Kurth Charcoal Kiln is significant to Cardinia Shire because it provides evidence of the
development of a particular type of extractive industry in the Gembrook forest as well as the
unusual practice of the Forests Commission producing charcoal for the domestic market. The
associated workers’ housing, kiln and its surrounding infrastructure are also significant for
the potential to interpret the site historically because of its physical integrity and the good
documentary evidence surrounding its construction.
The Kurth kiln is significant to the State of Victoria as the only kiln built to the design of the
noted Professor Kurth in the State. Hence it is also an expression of the life of this important
person as well as an indication of the effects of the Second War on fuel shortages across the
country. The kiln is also a demonstration of technical accomplishment although the reason for
its development was short-lived (the war).
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COCKATOO STATE SCHOOL, PART

School

Belgrave Gembrook Road, Cockatoo

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1918c-

MAP: 4, 739
EAST AMG: 367500
NORTH AMG: 5800000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Education Department

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 71



HISTORY

The 1918 Cockatoo State School No. 3535, which originally stood on an Ivy Street site,
remains within the present school complex.1 The Ivy Street site was obtained in 1917 after
much agitation by parents and other local residences. The new building replaced an earlier
Cockatoo Creek School opened 4 March 1907 in a leased building, one half of J. McBride’s
Feed Store. Jeannie Meeking was Head Teacher in charge of 35 pupils.2

When the Cockatoo township developed as a popular tourist resort in the First World War
period, and new shops and a Mechanics Institute were built, it was decided to build a proper
school on a permanent site in Ivy Street. An early photograph shows the Ivy Street School. 3

In the post-Second World War period, when residential development increased within the
Cockatoo district, 4 the old Cockatoo State School building became overcrowded. In 1951,
the old school was moved to the present site on the Belgrave-Gembrook Road. The school
buildings also included an Army hut at this time. During the 1960s, when the hut was
condemned as unsuitable, new buildings were added. However, the old Loy Street
schoolhouse remains within the present complex.5

Head Teachers at the Cockatoo School have included Florence Mitchell (1914-1920) who, as
Mrs Dawson became President of the Australian Esperantist Association from 1942-49; J.
O’Leary (1947-1962) and J.M. Page in 1964.6

DESCRIPTION

This simple gabled weatherboard (bullnose profile) school is typical of the period, with a
trellised gable vent, boarded eaves, and some multi-paned glazing. The interior is lined with
T&G bead edge boarding, has an ornamental fireplace mantle (over-painted blackwood?), a
bracketed shelf and sill to the blackboard, and the ceiling follows the roofline to present an
unusual space. An early photograph shows the school on its original site with what appears to
be stained timber cladding and a front verandah, partly infilled, similar to the existing one7.

CONDITION

The school is in externally near original condition except for the added front verandah which
has been partly enclosed and resembles what appears to have been an early addition.

CONTEXT

The school is now part of a more recent Modernist complex which is unrelated visually. The
site is on the side of a hill overlooking the Cockatoo commercial strip and opposite the war
memorial.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Cockatoo State School is of local significance to the Cockatoo community . Built in 1918 on
an earlier site, it was associated with the Cockatoo township’s development as a popular
tourist resort in the First World War period. When residential development increased in the
post-Second World War years, the school became overcrowded. In 1951 it was moved to its
present site and new buildings were added. The old Ivy Street schoolhouse, however, remains
within the present complex.
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1 Vision and Realisation Vol. 3, p.1295.
2 Ibid.
3 Valerie Anne Bundrock, `Cockatoo, People in a Landscape,' MA. Prelim., Monash Univ., Jan. 1986, pp.63, 67 (photo from Dot

Griffin. Private Collection).
4 Ibid. pp.96-99
5 Ibid.; Bundrock, p.63.
6 Vision and Realisation, Vol. 3, p.1296.
7 D Griffin collection



The school is also significant for its local landmark qualities and its long associations with the
Cockatoo community.
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THE TOWERS

House, Garden

194 Berglund Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1879

MAP: 14, 739
EAST AMG: 364000
NORTH AMG: 5792500
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,7.1,10.9,11.,12.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kitchen, John A; Spowers, Allan; Berglund, Charles
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HISTORY

In 1879, John Ambrose Kitchen (1835-1922) built this mansion as a country retreat. It was
known originally as Hughendon.1 John Ambrose was one of the four sons of John Kitchen,
Victorian pioneer, who came to the colony in the 1850s and established J. Kitchen and Sons’
soap empire.2

From 1878 to 1892, the Kitchen family, and especially John Ambrose, Theo and Ernest,
bought extensive landholdings in the Pakenham district. During these years, the Kitchens not
only established country retreats for themselves but developed some major rural industries in
apple orcharding and dairying. The Toomuc Valley Orchard became the largest in the region
and the I.Y.U. dairy farm was reputedly the biggest venture of its kind at the time in
Australia.3

John Ambrose was the original owner of the Toomuc Valley orchard in the 1880s and the
driving force behind its development until his death. He also played a major role in the
family business, Kitchen and Sons, and in forming its link with Lever Bros., rival N.S.W.
soap manufacturers.4

A number of photographs of The Towers survive in Berglund family records. There are views
before the 1983 fire and of the cottage and servants’ quarters in 1926. There are also views of
the original garden. A 1926 photo shows `The Terraces’ laid out and planted in the 1880s by
H.H. Hatfield, the Kitchens’ manager from 1879. Another photo shows the splendid
rhododendrons at The Towers. T.H. Grant, a later manager of the Toomuc Valley Orchards,
used them when planting the garden at Whangarai (now Seven Oaks). A view of the tower at
The Towers before the 1983 fire, notes that it once had a wooden staircase and a room and
lookout at the top.5

By the 1890s, when Upper Beaconsfield had become a popular holiday resort area, Kitchen’s
Hughenden was known as the Tower House and was a major district landmark. A photograph
of the building and views from the tower of the Toomuc Valley were included in an 1899
illustrated tourist guide.6

Later owners of the property included Allan Spowers, managing director of the Argus

newspaper, who used it as a `weekender and orchard.’7

In 1927, the property was purchased by Charles A. Berglund, investor, magistrate and
orchardist.8 The Berglund family and their descendants, who owned other district properties
from the early 1900s, still own The Towers. Charles’ daughter, Violet (1892-1972), renamed
the house. Bert, Charles’ son, managed the orchard at View House (now Blue Ridge) for his
father until the outbreak of the World War, when he enlisted; he died in France, 1918. Bert
was also involved in the Toomuc Valley Orchard9. Another Berglund son, William, took over
the orchard management, he and his family using The Towers as their home for a while.
Violet Horan, Charles’ daughter, inherited the property on her father’s death. When she died
in 1972, the property went to her three children. Lois Berglund-Dack (Violet’s daughter) now
owns the old building and its grounds, and her brothers, Bertram and Mervyn, own the land
on either side. The house, and especially its tower, was badly damaged just after the Ash
Wednesday fires in 1983, but is slowly being rebuilt.10

During its history the property was often used by community bodies such as the CWA for
fund-raising garden parties.
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1 R.J. Waterhouse. A History of the Toomuc Valley Orchards, 1992, p.19, Plate C. opp. p.20
2 Waterhouse, pp.15-18
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5 Waterhouse, p. 20, 21, 24, 25
6 The Illustrated Guide to the Beaconsfield Ranges, 1899, pp. 8, 18, 33
7 Charles Wilson, The Towers; see WWA 1944
8 Shire of Berwick RB 1927-28, Beaconsfield Riding No. 128, NAV £100
9 L Berglund-Dack, pers.com.
10 Charles Wilson, `The Towers.'



DESCRIPTION

This is a partially destroyed but notable Tudor/Gothic revival brick towered villa set in a large
wild terraced garden, and with associations with the Kitchen family. There is a mature
cypress hedge at the road boundary, a pittosporum hedge and an old arrow-head picket fence.
The style of the house fits the imagery of the era, associated with rural retreats, as picturesque
rustic villas, and often connotated with the Tudor or medieval styles.

Typically the house has intersecting gabled bays in an L-plan with heavy carved and
ornamental timber trussing in the gable ends, incomplete finials, and a Tudor arched timber
frieze on the elegant concave return verandah. The round-section verandah posts have
Corinthian capitals and roundels placed as brackets, with quatrefoil pierced motifs; each
column base is high, is flared in section and has chamfered corners. The main elevation is
tuck-pointed Flemish bonded brickwork, with quoining, and the verandah floor quarry tiled
in a diaper pattern with octagonal creams and reds. The main entry doors have been replaced
in what is a very wide door opening, with an original hounds-tooth frieze on the transom rail.
To one side of the house is a cemented (upper level) and castellated square-section tower
with Gothic-arched openings on the upper four faces and a giant arched entry at ground level.
In its gutted stated the tower appears as a Gothic folly. Another minor gabled room bay, to
the side of this tower, still possesses the type of slate roof which once covered the main house.
The corrugated iron clad (new) roof has gabled vent with trussing and truncated finial. The
corbel-top brick chimney shaft is typically set diagonally to the axis of its cemented base. A
small gabled wing at the rear has stretcher-bond brickwork (cavity?), gable-trussing and a
more complete finial post. Other brick outbuildings adjoin, being part of the original servants
quarters; one has an elevated riveted water tank.

The garden has been badly damaged but surviving planting identified soon after included:
oaks (numerous)
Eucalyptus citriodora (lemon scented gum, reputedly over 100 years ),
Cedrus antlantica f. glauca (blue Atlas cedar)
Acmena smithii (lillypilly)
Waterhousea sp.

Pittosporum hedge,
rhododendrons,
azaleas, and
cordyline.
Other trees include a West Himalayas spruce and a liquidamber, including some trees thought
to have been planted in the 1880s, but some nine cypress trees were removed after the 1983
fires1.

CONDITION

One section of the house has been rebuilt in an unrelated manner, with large glazed openings;
the main doors have been replaced and the interior rebuilt; and the main roofing replaced
with corrugated iron. The corrugated iron verandah roof has been renewed. Although
damaged by fire the main distinctive Tudor characteristics of this house have survived.
The house and garden have been damaged by a house fire in 1983, soon after the Ash
Wednesday fires

CONTEXT

The Towers forms part of the group of genteel rural retreats centred on Salisbury Road, and
dating from the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th
centuries.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The Towers is significant to Victoria for its expression of the lifestyle of important people,
the Kitchen family, who built it in 1879 as a country retreat and the romantic towered Gothic
styling of the building. The Kitchen Brothers developed the major district industries of
orcharding and dairying. Their father, John Kitchen, established the J. Kitchen and Sons soap
empire. Later important owners included Allan Spowers, managing director of The Argus &

Australasian Ltd. newspaper company and Charles Berglund, successful businessman and
orchardist1. The design reflects the skilful and early use of the Gothic revival style in this
towered form.
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OAKWAY, PALM

House, farm; Tree

185 Bessie Creek Road, Nar Nar Goon

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 374300
NORTH AMG: 5787100
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Marshall, Harold
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HISTORY

This house is sited on CA 83A5, six acres of land near the Ararat Creek, granted to A
Stoddart in 18921. A farmer, Alex Stoddart, was rated for 5 acres on lot 3 of the water reserve
in that locality last century but appeared to have left the area by the early 1900s2. Harold
Marshall purchased the land in 1905 (presumably newly married) and lived there with his
family until his death in 1952. The property was rated in his wife, Clara Agnes Marshall’s
name who had part 83A1 and 5 acres of the `water reserve’ (this lot), from the mid 1920s into
the 1950s.3 (A Harold James Marshall was born at nearby Emerald in 1881 and in c1912 there
was a Thomas Marshall, builder, at Gembrook South4.)

The present house was built 1920 in place of a adobe hut which had served as their home until
then. Harold pursued a variety of occupations including that of orchardist (c1912), sawmiller,
egg producer, and towards the end of his life there he operated a small grocery store from the
house5.

More recently the house was sold by Reginald Claude Rumble, in 1958 to Albert S Entwhistle
of Preston6.

DESCRIPTION

This is a gabled timber (local messmate from a mill in Olsen Road) farm house with part
weatherboard and part fibrous cement sheet to the walls. The unusual arcaded verandah is
built from simulated `Art Metal’ masonry (Wunderlich?) over a timber frame, combined with
red brickwork. The gable has simulated half-timbering, the roof is of corrugated iron and the
interior of the house is lined with fibrous plaster, with boarded dados.

A palm and some mature trees and shrubs remain in the garden. These include Phoenix

canariensis (Canary Island palm, the surviving one of several), Trachycarpus fortuneii (Chusan
palm), Melianthus major (large honey flower), and a Salix sp. The garden was reputedly well
known in the district when it was owned by the Marshalls.

CONDITION

The house appears externally near original apart from fencing details and a skillion addition
on the north side.

CONTEXT

The house complex is located in pasture, with some semi-mature trees (oaks, conifers) near
the house yard.
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2 RB 1899-1900, 1553; 1906-7, 1554
3 Electoral Roll 1912 (Flinders, Pakenham: 720); RB 1925, 3333; 1945-6, 659
4 Informit BDM; Electoral Roll 1912
5 H James, pers.com. (present owner); D1952, p.1329 listed as store keeper
6 RB1957, 1356



SIGNIFICANCE:

Oakway, with its palm, immature oaks and conifers, is significant to the locality of Nar Nar
Goon because of its relatively high integrity to its construction date, its unusual arcaded
porch and the palm as indicative of the earlier reputedly notable garden. The house is closely
linked with the locally prominent Marshall family and as a local store for a time has served a
community role as well as that of a private residence. The house is in an externally near
original state and provides evidence of the variety of farm housing and gardens in the district.
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PAKENHAM UPPER CIVIC & RESIDENTIAL

PRECINCT

Precinct

Bourke Creek & Old Gembrook Roads, Pakenham Upper

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1880-1910

MAP: 14, 739
EAST AMG: 369000
NORTH AMG: 5791800
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.0,9.3,9.6
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HISTORY

Pakenham Upper was an early Shire farming area that at the turn of the century developed as
an important orchard area. The Valley View Orchards on Bourkes Creek Road were second
only within the Shire to the Kitchen family’s extensive Toomuc Valley Orchards. A complex
of orchard house and packing sheds survives dating from 1918, associated with the Valley
View property.

A small Pakenham Upper township settlement grew up at the intersection of Bourkes Creek
and Old Gembrook Roads. This important intersection is marked as a special precinct and
community centre by the remaining c1905 Non-denominational Church on the Old Gembrook
Road and, on the same road, the Pakenham Upper Public Hall, built in 1912 by volunteer
labour using timber donated by local sawmillers.1

DESCRIPTION

Content:

Church, Hall, former post office

Grouped around a cross-roads are two weatherboarded public buildings and one small
weatherboarded house which was once the post office for the area. All buildings are from a
relatively early date although of simple construction. The church however illustrates some
architectural skill and a high degree of preservation; it is also much older the other structures
and is the focal point of the precinct. Mature landscape (both native and exotic) around the
sites aids in their visual containment and unity.

CONDITION

The church is well preserved and near original externally; the hall has been added to and
changed but retains its typical hall form; but the former post office was being redeveloped at
the time of survey.

CONTEXT

The complex is set in hilly terrain and surrounded by native (and some exotic) forest and
grazing land.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Upper Civic & Residential Precinct is of importance to the Cardinia Shire (and
importance to the locality of Pakenham Upper) because it provides evidence of the
development of service centres in shire townships or hamlets. Pakenham Upper was an early
Shire farming area that, at the turn of the century, developed as an important orchard area.
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The intersection of Bourkes Creek and Old Gembrook Roads, where the small township
settlement was established marks a special precinct and community centre. Remaining
components of this place are also significant for their comparative age, and include the c1905
Non-denominational Church on the Old Gembrook Road and, on the same road, the
Pakenham Upper Hall, built in 1912 by volunteer labour using local timber. The Valley View
Orchards nearby on Bourkes Creek Road were second only within the Shire to the Kitchen
family’s extensive Toomuc Valley Orchards.
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VALLEY VIEW ORCHARDS MANAGER’S HOUSE, &

COOLSTORE REMNANT

House, Store, Plant

Bourke Creek Road, Pakenham Upper

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1915-

MAP: 14, 739
EAST AMG: 367500
NORTH AMG: 5793300
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Woolf, I; Shelton family
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HISTORY

The Pakenham Upper district became well-known for its many large orchards, with some 54
orchards active there in the period 1920-35.1 In 1913, Mr I. Woolf purchased 1,000 acres and
planted 200 orchard trees.2 Known as the Valley View Orchards, the property was second
only to the Kitchens’ Toomuc Valley Orchard. The associated cool store was reputedly the
largest in the State owned by one person. There were three workmen’s houses on the
property. A manager’s house was built in 1915 and a house for the Woolfs in 1918.3 The cool
store has since been burnt out in the 1983 fires and rebuilt; the Woolf house has been burnt
down.
A 1933 article in The Argus titled `Apples for Britain. Record Consignment from Pakenham
Orchard’ claimed that the 2,500 cases of apples from the Valley View Orchard were
`believed to be the largest consignment of apples made on one ship by an individual grower in
Victoria’. The owner of the property was Woolf still.4

The writer described Woolf’s orchard as consisting of 200 acres, of which 60 acres were in
full bearing. The varieties of apples grown were Delicious, Granny Smith, Rokewood, Yates
and Jonathon. Of the 15,000 cases picked previously from this orchard, 14,000 cases had
been sent overseas.
The article also described how, `A modern cool store had been built on the property,
adjoining the grading and packing shed, which is one of the best in the State’. In addition to
packing their own fruit, 10,000 cases from other growers in the district had passed through the
Valley View shed.5

In 1937, the Shelton family took over the management of the Valley View Orchards and Cool
Stores, occupying the manager’s house. Ethel Shelton, in recent correspondence with the
Shire, claims that this house `is about the only one of its vintage left in the area after the 1983
fires’. She explains that the house has had a lot of alterations over the years. In 1937, there
were passion fruit vines grown nearby. Woolf’s house (burnt) had a large ballroom on one
end and a tennis court.6

DESCRIPTION

This complex includes a coolstore with fragments of the Woolf store indicated by the ruled
stucco finish (new roof and extended) and a partly renewed engine room with a working
Ruston engine from 1928. The complex has been extended considerably and is located at the
corner of Shelton Road.
Further along Shelton Road is the timber former manager’s house which is a typical house of
its era.

CONDITION

The complex has been greatly altered.

CONTEXT

The complex is set at a main intersection within hilly terrain and open pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Valley View Orchards is significant to the locality of Pakenham Upper because of the
surviving evidence of the development of orcharding in the district. This includes the
manager’s house, (reputedly dating from c1915) part of the early Woolf coolstore (once one
of the largest privately owned stores in the State) and notable early refrigeration plant nearby.
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1 E Shelton, has plan with names marked
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3 Ethel Shelton, Letter to Shire. 14 Dec. 1994.
4 The Age 6 July 1933.
5 Ibid.
6 Shelton letter.



This orchard was one of the biggest in the district and is one of the much smaller number to
remain active.
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SNOW VIEW

House, Garden

Bourke Road, Pakenham South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1875-,1900

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 372200
NORTH AMG: 5780400
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,10.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Bourke, Thomas; Bourke family
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HISTORY

The Bourke family of pioneer farmers and publicans was associated with Snow View (named
for the view of Mt. Baw Baw) from about 1875. At this time, a house was reputedly built for
Thomas Bourke by Bernard McGann.1. A search of Shire of Berwick rate records suggests
that this was a very modest structure, the property valuation being only £29 in 1875-76 and
£37 in 1878-79.2 This section of the house is reputedly built of wattle and daub3.

The valuation increased substantially during the 1880s boom years, suggesting some additions
at that time. By 1888-89 the Bourke property in Crown Allotments 72A and 72B (the site of
Snow View) was rated at £117 a substantial valuation.4

Cr. Thomas Bourke was a member of Berwick Shire Council from 1879 until 1912.5 The
house was thought to have been extended with a wing linked with a verandah around c1900,
during Thomas’ ownership.6 This is supported by the fan-shape verandah cast-iron pattern
but, a search of rate records does not confirm this. The valuation for the property remained at
£75 between 1899 and 1920.7

Extensions to Snow View may have also occurred during the later 1920s, when the valuation
more than doubled. In 1924, when Thomas’ son, Michael, was the registered owner, the
property’s valuation increased to £50. It remained at this level in 1927-28.8 The property
remained in the ownership of the Bourke family until recently.9 The National Trust of
Australia (Vic) recorded Snowview in 1976.

Thomas Bourke was the son of Michael and Catherine Bourke who came to Australia from
Ireland in the late 1830s and later built the Pakenham Highway Hotel10.

DESCRIPTION

This old farm house is set well back from the road on the south side, east of Five Mile Road.
It appears to have been built in two sections: the later with a hipped roof, ashlar pattern
board cladding, moulded architraves and a cast iron verandah, typical of the late 19th century;
and an older section, with a high hipped roof and an old pattern chimney, typical of the
18760-70s. The house is set in a mature garden. There is an old oak to the east, Italian and
Monterey cypress, and recent Prunus specimens down the drive. A new brick house is to the
west.

A driveway from the Five Mile Road has a `Snowview partners’ Bonlac Foods sign.

CONDITION

Given the construction stages, the place appears well preserved.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 88

1 National Trust File, NTA nomin. by Jim Bourke 1976
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1875-76, Pakenham Riding No. 307; 1878-79 No. 323
3 The Times, 4.11.1976 Bourke family
4 Shire of Berwick RB 1888-89, Pakenham Riding No. 14, 15
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6 National Trust File
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9 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.126
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CONTEXT

The house is set well back from the road in open pasture near an intersection.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Snow View is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its architectural qualities and the
evidence it provides of early farming endeavours in the area. The Bourke family of pioneer
farmers and publicans was associated with the property from about 1875 when a house was
reputedly built for Thomas Bourke by Bernard McGann. The property has remained in
Bourke family ownership.
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BUNYA BUNYAS, OAKS

Trees, House site?

end Browning Road, Tynong South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 19th century?

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 376200
NORTH AMG: 5783200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kennelly, Pat & Dan

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 90



HISTORY

These trees were most probably associated with the Kennelly family’s dairy farm, located on
the site in Crown Allotments 89 and 89E, Parish of Nar Nar Goon.1 The Land File for this
property is unavailable at the Public Record Office. However, the Dohertys, neighbours over
a number of years, confirm that there was once an old farm house on the property, occupied
by Pat and Dan Kennelly and their mother. This house was pulled down in the 1970s.2

DESCRIPTION

These two Bunya Bunyas (Araucaria bidwilli ) and three English oaks (Quercus robur ), plus other
trees, are on south side of the road extension into a paddock. This may have been a house
site?

CONDITION

The oaks appear stressed but the bunyas are in fair condition.

CONTEXT

The trees are in open pasture beside the disused road reserve, next to the northern fence.

SIGNIFICANCE:

These bunya bunyas and oaks, most probably associated with the Kennelly family’s dairy
farm, are of significance to the Cardinia Shire because they provide evidence of the variety
of early landscaping in the district. The old farmhouse was pulled down in the 1970s. These
trees are also significant for their comparative age, their landmark quality and the added
potential to interpret the house site historically, as well as their rarity among other plantings
in the Shire. The former house yard site is also of potential archaeological significance.
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STONE PINE AT WINDY HILLS FARM, FORMER

PINE LODGE

Tree

30 Buchanan Rd, Upper Beaconsfield.

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1918

MAP: 13, 212, 738
EAST AMG: 359200
NORTH AMG: 5790800
HISTORICAL THEMES:
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Luke, Edmund T; Buchanan, Alex
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HISTORY.

The stone pine on this property may date from the First World War period and have been
associated with early owners of the property.
Dr.Thomas Elmes, of Berwick, acquired the Crown Grant for Allotment 83 in 1880. There
were no buildings on the property at this time. Dr. Elmes lived in Berwick where he ran his
practice.1 By the turn of the century, the property was owned by Henry W. Perrin, Melbourne
merchant.2 He transferred it to Edmund Thomas Luke, Melbourne journalist, in 1906.3.
According to one account, Luke used the property as a weekender before he purchased the
property now known as the Montuna Golf Club in 1906.4 He lived in a towered house in
Normanby Road, Caulfield in the early 1900s but otherwise he is thought to have been the
first artist and photographer employed by The Age newspaper5. His daughter married Ernest
Dennis, the former owner of the Payne House, and Dennis recalled staying at Pine Lodge in
that period(q.v.)6.
A later owner, the Buchanan family, was associated with Pine Lodge from the mid-1940s,
when Alexander Andrew Buchanan was rated for the property.7 The value of the property
increased substantially during the Buchanan ownership, doubling in the late 1940s and again
in the mid-1950s. 8

Earlier buildings of the First World War era were listed on the property in Shire of Pakenham
Valuer’s records of January 1977. At this time there was a dispute about whether Pine Lodge
should be assessed as a `grazing’ or `mixed farm’ property. Buchanan claimed that for 30
years he had operated it as a mixed farm with cattle, dairying, pigs, produce, goats, dogs and
timber. He said that, `it is a bit ironical that now it should be classed as anything else just
because of the physical problem of operating at full capacity’.9

The 1977 valuation listed a group of farm buildings, said to be `aged 60 years’ (i.e. c1917).
They were bush timber and iron poultry sheds; a sawn timber and iron tool house; stables,
feed room and machinery shed of bush timber and weatherboard with iron roof; and bush
timber and weatherboard cow bails. 10

Other buildings on the property included an aluminium-clad weatherboard 2-bedroom house
`well maintained’; and cottage/offices of a similar construction. Each had corrugated iron
roofs. 11

Alex A Buchanan was M.H.R. for McMillan over a long period from 1955. After a career in
manufacturing and merchandising, Buchanan turned to farming and politics in the late 1940s,
when he acquired this property. He married Patricia Walton in 192912

DESCRIPTION

The stone pine is located at the top of a rise next to what was a modest weatherboard gabled
weekender which has since been greatly extended. This type of tree is rare within the Shire,
particularly at that maturity.
The more common Monterey pines are grouped around the house, with a bunya bunya in the
drive. Other mature planting includes: lillypilly, fig, mulberry, large pink hawthorn and an
Irish strawberry.
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11 Ibid.
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CONDITION

The stone pine is in poor to fair condition and the house greatly altered; mature cypress have
been removed. A new house has been built lower down the hill.

CONTEXT

The pine and house are located at the top of a hill overlooking valley of open pasture, with
some residual native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE

The pine is significant locally for the rarity of the type and maturity, judged within the
district, and its symbolism of an earlier garden connected with a simple weekender used by
the journalist, Luke, and hence supporting one of the common early house types in the Upper
Beaconsfield area. The pine also has secondary associations with Buchanan who was well
known in Gippsland over a long period.
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BUNYIP GENERAL CEMETERY

Cemetery, Gates, Trees

Bunyip Tonimbuk Road, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1893c-

MAP: 26, 769
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.3
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HISTORY

The site of Bunyip Cemetery, 10 acres in Crown Allotment 30A, was gazetted on 8 February
1893.1 The first recorded burial was that of William Henry Baines, aged six, of Bunyip
South, on 18 March 1894.2 The deaths of young children were common in those times,
particularly in the swamp areas where conditions were harsh. The first four pages of the
Cemetery register list the death of 75 children and seven adults.3

Located in what was known formerly as Cemetery Road, and later, Hope Street, the Cemetery
was divided into four denominational sections: Church of England, Roman Catholic,
Methodist and Presbyterian, and an Independent section. Trustees in the 1890s included a
number of well known district figures including Arthur Holgate, Bunyip storekeeper; George
Kraft, storekeeper and publican; and Daniel C. Topp of Woodlands in Topp Road (q.v.).4

According to a notice in a local newspaper, a new paling fence and a pavilion were added to
the cemetery in September 1908.5

A lawn cemetery was established here in the late 1960s and a Remembrance Lawn was
created in 1989 for the burial of cremated remains6. In 1990, the Cemetery Trust was
represented by two members of the three local churches, Anglican, Roman Catholic and
Uniting.7

DESCRIPTION

This cemetery is distinguished by its partially preserved picket gates (c1908?), rebuilt picket
fence and entry (reputedly matching those of c1908), along with a gabled weatherboarded
lodge (once used for the robing of clergy, now a store) and the monuments. The store has a
trussed gable, segment-arched multi-pane windows, an unlined interior, timber floor, riveted
iron water tank and corrugated iron roof. The grounds are thinly planted.
Some of the notable monuments include that to: Thomas Cunningham (d. 28.6.24), a granite
cross in an obelisk form; Michael & Honora Fallon (d.31.3.1915, 18.9.08) in white marble;
the Lineham family; Agnes Towt (d.23.5.48) and William J Jefferson (d.24.7.13). The masons
were typically from Melbourne and Clifton Hill. Two former Shire presidents and some Shire
councillors are buried in the cemetery.
Mature planting includes: Trachycarpus fortuneii (Chusan palm), Arbutus unedo (Irish strawberry at
gate) along with some rose specimens which may be old. There are also native grasses on the
site (i.e. Drosera sp., Themeda sp.).

CONDITION

The fencing has been rebuilt and shows signs of alterations such as unused tenons on posts.
The lodge appears to be relatively complete and from an early period but the gable finials are
missing (were Latin crosses)8.

CONTEXT

The cemetery is sited well above and away from the town, in semi-rural surroundings, with
one boundary onto native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip Cemetery is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because it provides good evidence of
the growing shire townships and for its associations with the Church of England, Roman
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Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian and Independent congregations in the Shire, which all had
sections within the property. Bunyip Cemetery has significance for the physical integrity of
its gates (part) and store, and for the documentary history provided by its tombstones of
notable local families such as the Towts, and Jeffersons.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 97



KADUNA PARK, MONTEREY CYPRESS, PALM

Farm Complex, Trees

270 Cardinia Road, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1912-15

MAP: 23, 767
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Selwyn Naylor, Mr & Mrs; Mason, William & Sons?
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HISTORY

This property, a farm complex, contains a weatherboarded house thought to date from c1912,
when the property was subdivided by the Henty family. A search of title records concerning
the site in Crown Allotment 8 confirmed that the Crown Grantee in the 1850s was Dr. James
Bathe, an early district settler.1.

Bathe had associations with a number of district pastoral runs and in 1854 purchased the
pre-emptive section of the Toomah run. Born in Wiltshire in England, Bathe came to Victoria
from Tasmania. In 1850, he established Pakenham Park on the homestead section of Toomah.
Bathe moved to the Panty Pant Gurn run in 1865 and later went to Dandenong. He became
one of the best known racing owners and breeders in colonial Victoria, dying in 1885.2.

In 1866, the site of Kaduna Park was among fifteen Crown Allotments purchased by James
Henty for £4000. They included the Pakenham Park homestead section.3. The Hentys were a
well known district family and successful breeders of cattle and thoroughbred horses.4 In the
early 1880s the 15 properties passed to Thomas Henty who subdivided Allotment 8 (the site
of Kaduna Park) in 1912.5. William Mason and Sons were associated with 200 acres of the
allotment at this time.

From 1929 until 1969, the property, which had been increased to 730 acres, was owned by Mr
and Mrs Selwyn Naylor, farmers, who purchased it from A.W. Wilson.6. In 1969, the property
contained an `older style’ weatherboard house with a galvanised iron roof, and a newer house,
a garage and cottage, a brick garage, brick and iron machine shed, cowshed and steel hay
shed. The present owners are Kaduna Park P/L (J.T. Campbell and Sons of South Yarra).7.

DESCRIPTION

Kaduna Park includes a weatherboarded house (c1912) with a verandah, a planted drive,
Monterey cypress, oaks, Monterey pine rows, a Phoenix sp. (palm) and a mature oak. The house
has a high pyramid-hipped corrugated-iron roof with corbelled brick chimneys and an
encircling verandah supported on timber posts with fretted timber brackets. The verandah
roof is set in the plane of the main roof in the typical Federation Bungalow style.

CONDITION

The house is in externally near original condition.

CONTEXT

The complex is sited in flat grassed paddocks with mature exotic trees.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

Kaduna Park (plus the associated trees) is significant to the Cardinia Shire as incorporating a
well-preserved Edwardian-era farm house with related landscaping. Because of its evident
age, the house is evocative of early, more intense farming endeavours in the area.
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TYNONG NORTH METHODIST CHURCH, FORMER

CHRIST CHURCH

Church

32 Clark Road, Tynong North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1870-?

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 378000
NORTH AMG: 5787200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Church of Christ; Methodist Church
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HISTORY

Originally known as Christ Church, Berwick, an important community meeting place, this old
timber church was relocated at Pakenham before it was brought to Tynong North in 1938. At
this time, it was purchased by the Methodist Church. A number of local families, including
the Weatherheads, Olivers and Collins, helped move the timber building to Tynong North.1

The Berwick Church of Christ was reputedly erected around 1870 in Peel Street, with the first
church deacons being appointed in 1874. This timber building was replaced in 1886 at a new
High Street site by the surviving brick church2.
In about 1946, a little room was put on at the rear of the church for use as a Sunday School.
The building was used as a Methodist Church until the Uniting Church was established at
Berwick. Local residents continued to use the church for a time. Recently, however, it was
bought by the Crows who reblocked the old building and carried out other repairs. Its future
use will most probably be as a private home.3 The old Minute Books of the Tynong North
Methodist Church have been lodged in Uniting Church Archives.

DESCRIPTION

This is a simple gabled church, clad with weatherboards and roofed with corrugated iron. It
has a gabled porch with finial and distinctive arched openings (windows and doors) which
may be indicative of its reputed early date (c1870), as linked with its classical styling. The
windows have multi-paned glazing and the roof gable retains its finial. The concrete stumps
and lack of mature planting around the church confirm that it has been moved to the site and
restumped.

CONDITION

The main part of the church is externally near original but an unrelated timber addition has
been attached to one side. The porch appears to have been added in a related form.

CONTEXT

The church is sited opposite a public reserve and close to the sod house (q.v.) where a former
Sunday School is reputedly sited.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Tynong North former Methodist Church, originally known as Christ Church, Berwick, has
been an important community meeting place from c1870 and is significant to the Cardinia
and Casey Shires as a major and early public building in both districts. The church may be the
oldest (in part) public building in Cardinia Shire. It also provides evidence of the
development of small hamlets in the shire, in this case Tynong North.
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ARINGA

House, Farm

40 Clark Road, Nar Nar Goon North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1875-9c

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 379000
NORTH AMG: 5787000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Middleditch, Charles
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HISTORY

In August 1905, Walter Claude Cutten, St. Kilda station master, was the registered owner of
Crown Allotment 50 in the Parish of Bunyip, the site of Aringa.1 It is not known whether
the present buildings were constructed for Cutten.

As early as October 1879, Charles Middleditch of Tynong held the lease for the property. By
June 1885 Middleditch had spent over £503 on improvements. These included buildings
such as a four-roomed lathe & plaster dwelling with an iron roof, a slab men’s hut, log &
bark stable, cow shed, dairy, kitchen and chaff house. Fifty acres had been cleared and over
two acres laid out in garden. The hundred and twenty fruit trees had been planted (apples,
plums and pears), as well as six dozen grape vines, raspberry canes and two dozen currants
and gooseberries. Middleditch had also grown crops of peas, potatoes, oats and hay during
six years occupancy to 1885.2

In 1887 the allotment was mortgaged to David Smythe who mortgaged in 1888 and, in 1892,
transferred it to W.C. Cutten. By 1892 Cutten was the registered owner. Despite a claim by
the Australasian Wool Stores, who had taken over the 1888 mortgage, Cutten’s ownership of
the property was confirmed in 1905.3

In c1911 James McConnell Kerr held the 319 acres around this site (creek, Wheeler Rd,
Bullen Rd4. More recent owners have included Mr & Mrs Gordon Bennett and May
Southgate (now Frankston) who lived there some 60 years ago5.
The nearby timber barn was reputedly used as a Sunday School in the early days of the
settlement (see corrugated iron mark `Redcliffe’, blue with crown).

DESCRIPTION

This is an altered verandahed and hipped roof stuccoed farm house with thick walls which are
reputed to have been constructed from sod. This construction could not be verified. The
verandah is hipped and returns on three sides and the roof is clad with corrugated iron. The
brick (overpainted) chimney tops are corbelled, an indication of a mid to late 19th century
origin. Another hipped wing has been added to the rear of the house. The garden contains
mature exotic remnant planting including a Trachycarpus fortuneii (Chusan palm).

CONDITION

The house has been altered externally and internally with its construction method the only
remaining potentially notable aspect.

CONTEXT

Set in open grassland, close to the former Tynong North church and recreation reserve, as the
community centre of the locality.
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4 owner's title details 23.5.1911
5 Ray & Joan Henderson, owners, pers. comm.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Aringa is significant to the locality of Nar Nar Goon North because it provides evidence of or
early farming endeavours in the area and the variety of housing (reputed rare sod
construction) in the district.
This place is also significant for its: comparative age, judged within the shire’s major
development eras and demonstration of technical interest (reputed sod walls).
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TP MOTORS, FORMER CATHOLIC SCHOOL

School

370 Convent School Road, Nar Nar Goon South

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1918

MAP: 30, 768
EAST AMG: 377000
NORTH AMG: 5779000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.7,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church; Sisters of St Joseph
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HISTORY

An examination of Catholic records confirmed that this building was a former Catholic parish
school built and opened in 1918. A bazaar and Queen Carnival, attended by Archbishop
Mannix, was held in June of that year to raise funds to pay off the debt on parish buildings
and to pay for the construction of a new school at Cora Lynn, now known as TP Motors.1.
Reputedly another school building was put on this site in 19522.

The Cora Lynn school, as it was then known, was one of two Catholic parish schools in the
district, the other being at Iona. Both were managed by the Sisters of St Joseph. In July 1923,
in a letter to The Advocate, Sheila Finnigan of Cora Lynn, described attending Mass one spring
morning, driving five miles `...along the banks of the Main Canal, which are covered in wattle
blossom...’. Sheila told how there were 65 children attending the Cora Lynn school and nearly
as many at Iona.3. Photographs of Catholic buildings `Around About Iona` which appeared in
the same journal in November 1922, included views of the Catholic Church, the Convent
School, the Convent and the Presbytery.4.

Subsequently, the former Cora Lynn school was sold to A. Byrne and used for a motor repairs
business5

DESCRIPTION

Part of a complex occupied by TP Motors, this weatherboard (softwood, splayed edge) gabled
building has roof vents and a brick chimney, the vents suggesting some public building use.
Notable gable trussing and gable finials add to the building’s worth, along with the more
typical multi-paned glazing in the form of double-hung sashes on the east side. The interior,
although altered appears to have retained early finishes.

CONDITION

The building has been adapted for new uses, with a large new opening cut into the east side. It
is in poor condition.

CONTEXT

The building is set end-on to the road and near to the building line and near a more recent
building used as a house and sheds. Its siting may indicate that has been moved on the site.
The building and associated later structures are set in flat open pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

This altered former Catholic school is significant to the locality of Nar Nar Goon South
because it provides evidence of an early former public structure within the area. The simple
nature of the building is evocative of the modest requirements of non-secular education in
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1 The Advocate 8 June 1918
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3 Ibid. 5 July 1923
4 Ibid. 16 Nov. 1922
5 Don Jackson. pers. comm.



what was a dominantly Catholic area. This place is significant for its comparative age,
landmark quality and rarity among other similar timber public structures.
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HENTY LILY POND

Garden

Duncan Drive, Pakenham

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900c-

MAP: 24, 921
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,7.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Henty, Reg
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HISTORY

This lily pond was originally associated with Reg Henty of Pakenham Park who dug the pond,
produced the lilies and gathered and sold them. Henty was `...a very progressive farmer who
diversified to increase his income’. Some early photos showing Henty in his pond gathering
lilies, taken about 1923, are held by Bill Ronald. Bill’s grandfather and the Hentys were
neighbours. The site was owned by the Duncan brothers in the 1940s when the lily trade
continued despite World War Two1.
Prior to 1990, the pond belonged to the Urban Land Authority, which allowed Pakenham
Secondary College (next to the lily pond) to use it and derive an annual income from its
water lilies, through Mr Nano Gasparonni.
In April 1990, the lily pond was transferred to Council ownership as part of a subdivision of
Pakenham Park, reserved for municipal purposes. It has been leased for the last 27 years to
Mr Nano Gasparonni of 1463 Fern Tree Gully Road, Knoxfield for $1,000 per annum, for
harvesting water lilies. Gasparonni has increased the area of the pond, although the original
deep pond remains, somewhere towards the middle.
The pond is a little under one metre in depth and fills from runoff. There is no spring. It has
been designated a bird sanctuary as the result of a local petition.2

DESCRIPTION

This is a large pond full of water lilies and other plantings which is now sited in grassed
parkland within an urban area.

CONDITION

The pond was once set in open pasture and was bereft of the added viewing platforms and
paved areas.

CONTEXT

The pond is now in a reserve, rather than paddocks, providing more of an ornamental rather
than utilitarian character.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Henty lily pond is of significance to the locality of Pakenham as an early and unusual
type of nursery which was also linked with farming activity in the Shire. It has historical
significance for its associations with Reg Henty of Pakenham Park, a well known district
property, who had the pond dug, produced the lilies, gathered and sold them. The lily pond is
still used for lily production and is a local landmark.
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McCUTCHEON FARM

Farm Complex, Garden, Trees

350 Eight Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1913

MAP: 30, 768
EAST AMG: 376000
NORTH AMG: 5780000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,10.10,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: McCutcheon, Anthony; McCutcheon, Albert N
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HISTORY

This farm complex dates from after 1913 and before 1918 when, in July, Anthony
McCutcheon, farmer, applied for a `Crown Grant of a Conditional Purchase Leasehold of
Swamp Land in the Parish of koo-wee-rup.’ The land he applied for was 103 acres in Crown
Allotment 26F, the site of the present farm complex.1 By this date, McCutcheon’s farm
buildings included a nine-roomed cement block house with an iron roof (valued at £600); a
four stall stable with an iron roof (valued at £25). There was over 300 chains of fencing (the
boundary fences of which dated from an earlier owner) and a 10 by 3 foot well. McCutcheon
in his application for the Crown Grant said that the 100 fruit trees on the property had been
planted by the previous owner.2

The earlier owner, from 1904 until 1913, was John Opie, a St. Kilda compositor. Between
1911 and 1912, when he was employed at the Government Printing Office, Opie planted the
100 fruit trees. He surrendered his lease because of financial difficulties. The transfer to
McCutcheon of Cora Lynn was made in December 1913.3

A search of Shire of Berwick rate records confirmed that A. McCutcheon, farmer, was
occupying the property in 1918, and that it already had the substantial valuation of £103,
indicating the construction of the house soon after acquisition in 1913. The valuation rose to
£122 in 1924-25, after the First World War.4

DESCRIPTION

This is a concrete masonry (over-painted) farm house with brick chimneys and return
verandah, and high hipped and gabled roof bays in the Queen Anne manner. A Canary Island
date palm, Monterey cypress, Monterey pine, a semi-mature oak, pepper trees and other
exotics combine with a long conifer (Monterey cypress) lined drive going west to the 8 Mile
Road (now disused). There are early out buildings, one also built from concrete blocks.

CONDITION

The concrete masonry has been painted but otherwise the house appears externally near
original.

CONTEXT

The complex and its tree plantations are set in flat grasslands.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The McCutcheon farm is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as an adeptly styled and
substantial concrete block house and outbuildings set at the end of a long conifer drive and
adjacent to some mature planting such as the palm. It is sited in a closer settlement part of the
district formed by draining swamp lands for farming. Anthony McCutcheon, farmer, has the
longest association with the site and was there from 1918. The farm complex has historical
significance as a property established on a Swamp Land Leasehold in the post-First World
War period.
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3 Land File 4740/130.383
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ST. JOSEPH OF THE SACRED HEART CONVENT,

FORMER

House

Fourteen Mile Road, Iona

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1914

MAP: 31, 769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5779000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,3.7,5.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church; Kempson & Connolly
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HISTORY

The Catholic precinct, near the intersection of Main Drain North and the Fourteen Mile Road,
is associated with the development of a prosperous farming community at Iona after the
drainage of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp. Despite the early problems of swamp families, and a
series of natural disasters of flood and fire, the area became an important potato and dairying
district.
The St. Joseph’s Catholic Church complex dominates the precinct with its collection of
buildings dating from the turn of the century to 1960. The buildings are most substantial for a
small rural community, reflecting the prosperity of Iona’s farming settlement. The earliest
building in the complex is the first church designed by the architect, T.A. Payne, and opened
in 1900, with 1903 additions of a Sanctuary, Sacristy and extensions to the main hall. A
Presbytery was built adjacent in 1905, after the formation of a new Catholic Parish centred on
Iona. A third building, St. Columba’s Hall, was built next to the Church and Presbytery and
opened in 1906. 1

A convent (this building) was opened in Fourteen Mile Road in April 1915 for the Sisters of
the Order of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart. by Archbishop Mannix. Designed by the
Melbourne architects, Kempson & Connolly, and constructed by J. Dais, a Coburg contractor,
the building and its furnishings cost over £1100.
The new timber convent at Iona was described in some detail in a contemporary article. It had
a `Californian pine dado outside’, a corrugated iron roof, and walls of lath and plaster. The
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Early church complex - timber construction and style resembling this building (‘In the Wake of the Pack Tracks’, p.113)

1 Nest, D. Call of the Bunyip pp.37-39.



ceiling was of stamped metal and the flooring of Queensland pine (hoop pine?). The rooms
included an oratory (18 by 16 feet), refectory (20 by 16), reception room ( 16 by 11), and
dormitory ( 16 by 15). All the other rooms were 16 by 14. There was a verandah round the
front and two sides,six feet wide. 1

Mannix, addressing the gathering, spoke of the `staff of self-sacrificing nuns’ of St Joseph
dedicated to the secular and religious education of children. It was announced that the nuns
would conduct lessons in the St. Columba parish hall, which had been `..fitted up and
renovated and furnished as a school.’.2 The Sisters later taught at the Catholic parish school
opened at Cora Lynn and another at Convent School Road in 1918 (q.v.).3.
Photographs of the Catholic buildings `in and around Iona’, including the church and convent,
appeared in the Catholic journal in November 1922.4

DESCRIPTION

This large timber Queen Anne style former convent is at the corner of Bunyip River Road,
with related hedges and garden remnants. Typical of the style, the building has a main hipped
roof with projecting half-timbered gabled room bays.

CONDITION

Generally externally original.

CONTEXT

Set on a corner next to open pasture and across from the Main Drain, the building forms a
precinct with St. Joseph’s and the nearby main-drain bridge.

SIGNIFICANCE:

St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart Convent, opened in 1914 for the Sisters of the Order of St
Joseph of the Sacred Heart, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because it forms a major
part of an important Catholic precinct associated with the development of Iona as a
prosperous farming district. This prosperity followed the drainage of the Koo-wee-rup
Swamp. The former convent represents a disappearing lifestyle, that of a community of
resident nuns in a rural hamlet.
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CANNIBAL HILL OR MT. CANNIBAL
1

Landform

off Garfield North Road, Garfield North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

MAP: 21, 769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 2.3
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HISTORY

This mound of granite rocks, north-east of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp, has been an important
regional landmark from an early date. In about 1844, Cannibal Hill was associated with two
early pastoral runs. The Cannibal (or Connabul) Creek run of 8,960 acres was located where
Cannibal Creek crossed near the foot of Cannibal Hill. Here, pastoralists Michael Ready and
James Hook stocked their run with 400 head of cattle. Cannibal (or Connabul) Creek No. 2,
with a frontage to the Bunyip River, was taken up by Terence O’Connor, of Berwick, and
Hayes.1

Cannibal Hill and Cannibal Creek are clearly marked as important features in the area in an
1861 map showing the Gippsland Road (surveyed in 1847) crossing the creek, and following
along beside it to the Buneep Station, and then on to Gippsland.2

In more recent times the Pakenham shire acquired the hill from IG Middleton (1972) and
Tarago Enterprises (1978), largely due to the efforts of the then Shire Engineer, Ron
Chambers3. A management plan is in preparation but meanwhile structures such as toilets,
swings, roads and a dam have been developed on the hill by the Shire4. There is also a
walking track to the top where excellent views, particularly to the south and north, can be
obtained.

DESCRIPTION

This distinctive flat-top (granite) landform can be seen from much further east on the former
Sale Road (Princes Highway) and has been shown on early survey maps as a landmark to
guide travellers. Today the mountain or hill retains the gum forest at its top (silver-leaf
stringybark, white stringybark, messmate and mountain grey gum) but has been cleared lower
down where a large house is now sited. Rock outcrops add to the distinction of this landform.

CONDITION

The hill retains the native forest along the skyline but has been cleared at its base. The
remnant forest has been identified a site of Regional Botanical Significance5.

CONTEXT

This landform is prominent in the local area and when viewed from a distance. It is sited near
remnant native forest to the north with cleared pasture more typical to the south.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Cannibal Hill or Mt. Cannibal is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because it has
associations with early exploration and pioneering surveys of the Shire. Cannibal Hill and
Cannibal Creek are shown as important land marks on early maps such as an 1861 map
showing the Gippsland Road(surveyed in 1847) crossing the creek. The hill retains native
forest along the skyline but has been cleared at the base.
Cannibal Hill is also locally significant as an expression of the work of Shire Engineer, Ron
Chambers, and the community to protect natural landscape within the Shire.
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1 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.8
2 Western Port & Gippsland, NR 281, 1861
3 D Jackson, pers.com.
4 Sue Harris, pers.com.
5 Sue Harris cites Opie et.al. `Sites of Botanical Significance in the Westernport Region', 1984



GILWELL PARK SCOUT CAMP & LANDSCAPING

Clubrooms, Reserve, Trees

Gembrook Launching Place Road, Gembrook

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: c1926-

MAP: 5, 712
EAST AMG: 375000
NORTH AMG: 5803000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.3,7.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Russell, E.H.C.; Hoadley, C.A.
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HISTORY

The Gilwell Park Scout Camp, founded in 1926, was based on Gilwell Park in England,
where a school for training Scout Leaders was established. In the early 1920s, a number of
Victorian Scouts completed the Gilwell Course while in England. They became anxious to
open a permanent centre in Victoria, where a Wood Badge Course, similar to the English
model, could be introduced.1

The founders of Gilwell Park at Gembrook were E.H.C. (Tom) Russell of the nearby
Swallowfield property and C.A. Hoadley, a Footscray scoutmaster, school teacher and
geologist. Both had completed the Wood Badge Course in England. Both donated land for
the Gembrook Camp in 1926. In addition, Russell built the four original patrol sleeping huts
and the first Russell Troop Hall. Hoadley built a week-end home, which later became The
Lodge, and part of the Gembrook Camp.2. Both of these buildings survive and comprise the
most important structures on the site.
By May 1935, after Hoadley had sold all his freehold lands, including the Lodge, to the Scout
Association, that body owned the whole of the present Gilwell property. This comprised 200
acres of freehold land, and with control, through the Scouting Committee of Management, of
nearly 200 acres of bushland in Crown Land adjoining. There was a number of permanent
springs on the property.3

The complex includes two chapels. The open-air 1930s chapel in the training ground was
originally built by Russell but rebuilt and consecrated in 1934.4 The Modernist Our Lady of
the Scouts RC Chapel, was dedicated on 25 March, 1956.5

In the 1950s and 1960s, the Melbourne architect, L.M. Perrott, acting as honorary architect,
designed a number of buildings in the present complex. These include Hoadley Memorial
Hall, a cream brick building, officially opened at Easter, 1955.6 A Ladies’ Hostel, also in
cream brick, and a cottage in cream brick designed by Perrott, date from January 1960.7 In
1963, four new cream brick buildings, the Angus Mitchell Memorial Huts, replaced the
original sleeping huts built by Russell.8 In the same year, the Fritz de Molnar Memorial Hall,
dedicated to the International Commissioner of Hungary who later made his home in
Australia, was designed by Perrott.9

More recently, the W.D. Kennedy Memorial Chapel was opened in June 1972.10 In 1978, the
Russell Troop Room in the training ground was remodelled, but contains some of the original
fabric. The Lodge was also remodelled in 1978 and 1995.11

Among plantings in the Gembrook Camp is an oak planted by Lord Baden-Powell in front of
the Troop Hall in 1931. This tree has survived with some difficulty.12 The noted landscape
designer and municipal head gardener at Footscray, David Matthews, created much of the
present park-like atmosphere of the site in its early development. More recently, in the 1970s,
native trees and shrubs were planted by the Blackburn Tree Preservation Society.13

Hoadley, a geologist, an Antarctic explorer, and Footscray headmaster, was also the son of
the founder of Hoadley’s chocolates as well as the Chief Scout Commissioner (1927-37)14.

DESCRIPTION

This is a large complex set in native forest but with many formal plantings, stone gateways
and timber (often stained) or cream brick clad clubrooms, a hall, chapels, huts, hostels and
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4 Kennedy, p.35
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7 Kennedy, p.16
8 Kennedy, p.18
9 Kennedy, p.21
10 G.E. Switzer, Part 2, p.21
11 Switzer, pp.22, 43, 44; J Noke, pers.com.
12 Kennedy, p.9
13 Part 2, p.45
14 Butler, G. Footscray Conservation Study, V4, p.53



houses. The original design emphasis within the complex was on rusticity or architecture
related to the natural environs but later 1950s Modernist designs introduced the use of cream
brickwork which unlike its timber predecessor, did not blend with the bushland, and a more
urban character unrelated to the original bush haven concept. The major designers involved
included the landscaper, David Matthews, the architect LM Perrott, and the Footscray
stonemason James Thompson.
Notable early buildings and planting and the most important contributing elements in the
complex include:

* Russell Troop Hall or Room (interior and exterior, with Hoadley memorabilia such as the 1911 Douglas
Mawson expedition sled and skis) and surrounding planting, parade ground and stone gateways, an oak
(planted by Lord Baden-Powell in front of the Hall in 1931);

* Hoadley’s The Lodge (interior and exterior) and surrounding parkland including avenue planting such as
Sycamore Drive and large specimen trees (Monterey pine, mountain ash), presumably created by Matthews;

* Hospital, former Frankston World Jamboree building;

* 1934 open air chapel on Clarke Creek, gateway, altar, walls and planting, including the holly around the
altar;

* totem pole, thought carved in the 1920s and renewed since;

* Lord Somer’s walk stone gateway and avenue planting; and

* the generally symbolic (altered, rebuilt) small gabled timber huts or kitchens at the former Cuckoo Patrol
Site

* Contributory buildings to the post WW2 phase in the complex (1950s, 1960s Perrott designs) include:

* Our Lady of the Scouts Chapel, a Roman Catholic Chapel, (cream brick 1956);

* the notable Hoadley Memorial Hall,(a cream brick building, 1955, designer L.M. Perrott);

* Ladies’ Hostel, (cream brick); the cottage (in cream brick, designed by Perrott, 1960);

* four new cream brick buildings (1963);

* the Angus Mitchell Memorial Huts, (cream brick, replaced the original sleeping huts built by Russell, 1963);

* Fritz de Molnar Memorial Hall, (dedicated to the International Commissioner of Hungary who provided
funding, 1963 designed by Perrott)

A later phase:

* W.D. Kennedy Memorial Chapel (1972);

* Russell Troop Room (in the training ground, remodelled 1978),

* The Lodge (remodelled in 1978, 1995);

* native trees and shrubs (planted by the Blackburn Tree Preservation Society, 1970s);

* Delacombe Hall (1974), architect Dudley Wilson

* Spring Lodge (1983), named after Dr. Don Spring, architect Dudley Wilson;

* EM Derrick Centre (1978), with the Cleve Cole Hut as the Leader’s hut; and

* First Gembrook Scout Hall (1991)

There are many commemorative plaques and associated formal plantings, making the park
historically notable to the scout movement in Australia and the often prominent individuals
who served there.
Notable planting includes: golden cypress hedge, liquidambar, Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas
fir), oaks, Cedrus deodara (deodar cedar, two at the start of Somers Walk), an Abies sp. (row,
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Somers Walk) and, around the Lodge, mature Magnolia grandiflora and large Rhododendron var. in
the lawn nearby. There are also commemorative plantings carried out by the East Melbourne
troop.

CONDITION

Given the various reconstruction stages the various buildings and structures are in good
condition.

CONTEXT

The camp is surrounded by native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Gilwell Park Scout Camp, founded in 1926 and based on Gilwell Park in England, is of
significance to the Cardinia Shire, the State and probably Australia, as an early, extensive and
important scout training and recreational complex. The notable early elements in the complex
include the Russell Troop Room (remodelled 1978); the former Hoadley house, later The
Lodge (remodelled 1978); the hospital, former Frankston World Jamboree building; the
associated ranger’s house; the 1934 open-air chapel; and an oak planted by Lord
Baden-Powell in 1931. There is also a number of other notable plantings and memorial
gateways (i.e. Somers Walk).
The place is significant also for its associations with its founders, EHC (Tom) Russell of
Swallowfield and CA Hoadley, Footscray scoutmaster, adventurer, headmaster and son of the
founder of Hoadley’s chocolates. Both donated land to the Gembrook Camp in 1926. Other
associations lie with the noted garden designer, Matthews and the stonemason.
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GEMBROOK PARK, PART FORMER ZOOLOGICAL

& ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY RESERVE

Reserve, Trees

off Gembrook Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1873-

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.4,9.12
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Zoological & Acclimatisation Society; Gembrook Park
Management Committee; Knight, Henry
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HISTORY

This park forms part of a 259 hectare allotment (640 acres) was temporarily reserved in April
1873 under the control of the Zoological and Acclimatisation Society. The permanent
reservation followed in 1876. This society was interested in introducing a range of exotic
birds and animals to the Victorian bush. In the early 1870s, they released guinea fowl, pea
fowl, English pheasant, hog, deer, silver pheasants, hares, Californian quail and blackbirds
into this area, as well as brown trout and English perch into the Cockatoo Creek1. The 1873
reserve was to be used for breeding purposes and was located with the old Bowman’s Track
as its western boundary.2

After the formation of the Society in Melbourne in the late 1850s, the 1870s-80s was a great
period of activity on a national basis with branches being formed in Adelaide and Sydney in
the late 1870s and Zoological gardens elsewhere in Australia during the early 1880s3. This
paralleled with a surge in exotic tree planting in town reserves such as at Bendigo4. The
society was institutionalised by two Acts of parliament, 1884 and 1888, the latter allowing it
to acquire land.

By the turn of the century, the Society reserve had been abandoned in terms of its original
purpose. Much of the land was subsequently subdivided and sold. However, a 29 hectare
section was retained as a fauna and flora reserve in 1906 (temporarily reserved) and a
Committee of Management was elected for three year periods. The permanent reserve as a
Public Park was gazetted in 1908.5.
The Committee (then John Williamson, Ed Smith, John Beacham, Philip Commons, Henry
Knight, Patrick McNulty, and George Hamilton) approved regulations for the park, gazetted
in 1926, which included prohibition of (among other things):

* damage to trees, shrubs, ferns or flowers;

* climbing over the park gates or fences (evidently more enclosed than today);

rolling or throwing stones in the creek; allowing cattle, pigs or goats into the park; untethered
dogs;

* the carrying or shooting of guns; and

any unauthorised building6

In 1927, five acres (2 ha) were granted to the Education Department for a pine plantation
under the State School Endowment Plantation Scheme. This land in the N.W. corner is still
looked after today by the Gembrook Primary School. A 4 acre (1.6 ha) area to the east of the
pine plantation has been cleared and was leased for growing potatoes and pines; it was logged
in 19857. It is now regenerating. During the late 1930s, two tennis courts were put in, and
also, in Committee of Management days, tracks, shelter sheds and swings.

In 1963, the Committee of Management requested the Shire of Berwick to take over the
responsibility for the Park. This transfer was gazetted on 15 May 1963. The Shire
subsequently put in a toilet block, BBQs, picnic tables, and renewed two bridges.
The Californian redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) are believed to have been planted by local
identity Harry Knight in circa 1936. Knight ran the general store, important in the Gembrook
area. However, other accounts date the planting in the late 1920s.8
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Mike McCarthy, forestry historian, wrote of the park in 1987, `...this last vestige of the former
forest in the immediate vicinity of Gembrook’ contains examples of the Messmate and
Stringybark species that dominated the Gembrook Landscape last century. The same species
were found throughout the district but, with the Mountain Ash and Silvertop, provided the
raw material upon which the local sawmilling industry developed.1

DESCRIPTION

Generally mountain ash or wet sclerophyll forest, with some very mature and notable
specimens, but the park also has mature exotic trees (redwoods) central to the reserve,
seemingly as an indication of its 19th century acclimatisation society history but in fact
planted at a much later date.

CONDITION

A number of recreation facilities have been added to the park at various times which are
visually unrelated to each other and to the reserve’s original 1873 purpose.

CONTEXT

The park adjoins native forest and open pasture, south of the ridge where the Gembrook
township is located and linked to the town by street tree plantings.

SIGNIFICANCE

Gembrook Park (former Zoological & Acclimatisation Society land) is of significance to the
Cardinia Shire because it provides some indication of the extent of the 1873 reserve founded
to introduce a range of exotic birds and animals to the Victorian bush. There was a number of
similar schemes in Victoria at the time but the reserve remains unusual within the region.
Some of the exotic mature trees (redwoods) allude to the park’s earliest years.
Although conflicting with some of the original aims surrounding the reserve’s creation, the
present native bushland within the park is important as indicative of the forest before
disturbance through occupation as well as the local will to keep the park in this form over the
long period it has been under public management. The mountain ash forest within the park
contrasts with the adjoining forest areas, most of which have been logged.
The Gembrook Park is a local landmark and has some historical significance for its distant
associations with Le Souef, a prominent member of the Acclimatisation Society, and more
tangible links with prominent local resident Harry Knight.
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CALIFORNIAN REDWOODS, GEMBROOK PARK

Trees

off Gembrook Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1936c

MAP: 10, 920A
EAST AMG: 372400
NORTH AMG: 5797800
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.4,8.1,9.12
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Government; Park Committee of Management
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HISTORY

In 1906, this land was temporarily reserved as a public park and a Committee of Management
was elected for three year periods. This committee looked after the reserve until 1963 when
it requested the Shire of Berwick to take over the responsibility for the Park. This transfer
was gazetted on 15 May 1963..
The Californian redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) are believed to have been planted by Harry
Knight in circa 1936. Knight ran the general store, important in the Gembrook area.
However, other accounts date the planting in the late 1920s.1

DESCRIPTION

These mature redwoods are set in the middle of gum forest, south of the picnic area.

CONDITION

Good condition2.

CONTEXT

The park gum forest blends with other remnant areas and merges with open pasture on the
hillsides south of the Gembrook town.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Californian redwoods in Gembrook Park are significant to the Cardinia Shire because
they provide evidence of mature ornamental planting in one of the district’s popular resorts.
They also symbolise the development of the park as a recreational centre, are associated with
a locally prominent person (Knight) and are rare as a type (redwood) within the Shire.
Although apparently not linked to the Acclimatisation Society history of the park, the trees
(set among mature gums) are potentially symbolic of the society’s attempts to naturalise
exotic species within the Australian bushland.
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ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH

Church

Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1971

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 375000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church
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HISTORY

St James, Nar Nar Goon, was blessed and opened by the Most Rev. Arthur Francis Fox,
Bishop of Sale, March 14th 1971. The architect was Ivan A Anderson FRAIA, the builder
Thomas Hirst AAIB, and the parish priest was Rev PJ McGougan1. The architect, Anderson
was made an associate of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects in 1958 and a fellow in
19702.
Nar Nar Goon was reputedly served from the Brighton parish until a Catholic church was
built at Pakenham in the 1870s; the priest would meet the parishioners at Dore’s Mt. Ararat
property3. Dandenong became the next parish centre to serve the area in 1884 until the first
St James was built in 1905 on land given by Jim Kelly. This church was replaced by the
present building in 1971 and the adjacent primary school opened four years later.

DESCRIPTION

This is a mannered and unusual Modernist design which has been loosely based on the form
of Le Corbusier’s internationally acclaimed Ronchamp church (1950-4) which had a major
effect on the architectural community in Australia in the 1960s. The irregular plan is walled-in
with grey split-face concrete masonry and buttressed at the corners. The hipped roof form is
clad with steel decking, emphasising the triangular roof surfaces, while the impressive
elongated triangular spire over the altar is clad with corrugated iron, so common in the
surrounding rural buildings. This spire is glazed (aluminium industrial glazing?) above the
main roof level. As in the Corbusier prototype, vents and irregularly sized rectangular boxed
windows have been inserted into the walls with the coloured mosaic glazing providing
multi-coloured gems of light to the interior.

CONDITION

The building is externally near original

CONTEXT

The church is located on a hill and since its construction has been clearly visible from the
Princes Highway, as a local landmark set above grassed paddocks.

SIGNIFICANCE:

St. James Catholic Church, opened 14 March 1971, and designed by Ivan A. Anderson,
architect, has significance for Cardinia Shire as an unusual example of a large,
architect-designed 20th century church built on a traditional church site. The distinctive
design choice is unusual for a rural hamlet.
The church has architectural significance for its mannered and unusual Modernist design,
loosely based on the form of Le Courbusier’s internationally acclaimed Ronchamp
church(1950-54). The design represents well a period when post World War Two church
designs were finally free from traditional forms and instead pursued contemporary and often
inspirational design themes. It is a landmark Nar Nar Goon building, sited on a hill and
visible from the busy Princes Highway.
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CHARCOAL BURNING KILN

Kiln, Charcoal

Gembrook Tonimbuk Road, Tonimbuk North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1940c

MAP: 740
EAST AMG: 377000
NORTH AMG: 5794800
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1,4.1.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Forests Commission?; World War Two Internees?
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HISTORY

This kiln is thought to have been used for charcoal burning for production of producer gas as
an alternative fuel during the Second War1. It was reputedly also part of an operation
involving Italian internees who were camped nearby (see Camp Road)2.
It can be compared to the Kurth kiln at Gembrook, which is however a far more substantial
and permanent structure than the portable alternative.
More related examples are at:
Kinglake West, metal construction, judged locally significant;
Macedon, part complete, part destroyed examples, brick lined earthen pit construction, judged
low to moderately significant;
The Minark Heritage Victoria database describes the above Tonimbuk example as of high
scientific and historical significance.

DESCRIPTION

This oven-like fabricated sheet metal enclosure is on the side of the road set in bushland. It is
near Mortimer Reserve and on the north side of the road approx. 50m west of the Two Scouts
Road entry. Only one other comparable kiln is known but presumably other similar portable
kilns, like this one, were used by itinerant gangs in the forest during WW2.
This gabled sheet-iron structure appears to have been fabricated using both welded and
riveted joints, with a doorway at one end which has pivot hinges to one side and a form of
latch keeper to the other side. There are a series of flanged holes (large/small) in the roof
planes and indications of sheets having been removed on the side.

CONDITION

The enclosure is incomplete with what appear to be sheets removed from the side and
presumably the mounting of the kiln has changed.

CONTEXT

The former kiln adjoins dense native bush and close to former mill sites.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Charcoal burning kiln,which may date from c1940, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire
and potentially the State (subject to further investigation) because it provides evidence of the
a particular phase in the development of the timber industry in the district, using local timber.
It is one of two known portable metal charcoal kilns in the State.
It also has historical significance for its reputed associations with the use of internee labour
during the Second World War, and the burning of charcoal as a substitute during wartime
petrol shortages.
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GEORGE STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT

Precinct, residential

George Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900-1920s

MAP: 26, 769
EAST AMG: 376000
NORTH AMG: 5778000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Berry, Joseph John
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HISTORY

The growing prosperity of the Bunyip township as an important service centre for the
surrounding farming district by the turn of the century is illustrated by the residential precinct
in George Street, with houses dating mainly from c1900 to 1925. During these decades
Bunyip became a major Shire township.
The George Street precinct includes a number of houses associated with the work of the local
bricklayer, Joseph John Berry, who arrived in Australia from Camberwell in London, about
1882. A six-roomed brick house at 9 George Street, for example, was built by Berry in 1915
as his own home, using material produced in a district brick works. The clinker style,
blue/red bricks came from the Jefferson Brick Works at Garfield. This brickworks continued
operating until July 1929.1

The precinct also includes a brick house near the corner of George Street and a’Beckett Road
(11) built about 1912 by Berry for William George Kraft, storekeeper, proprietor of the
Gippsland Hotel and father of the dynamic William L Kraft. William Kraft junior was born
in Bunyip 1900 and, after serving as one of the most active managers of the Drouin
Co-operative factory, being a successful promoter of the local dairying industry and
becoming a local councillor, he was awarded the OBE in 1968 for his efforts in West
Gippsland2. This modest dwelling became the Bunyip police residence by at least 1930 but
has since been greatly changed.3

Other George Street houses of interest are at 5 and 7 George Street.4

DESCRIPTION

Content:
This precinct includes the following houses:
9 George Street, c1915 (Berry house, double-fronted Jefferson brick simple Italianate style,
with altered but related front verandah);
5 George Street, c1925 (Indian Bungalow style, hipped roof, pebbles applied to verandah
piers and garage are notable, garden altered, said to have been a teacher’s house);
7 George Street, c1900 (double-fronted timber verandahed simple Italianate style house,
related timber picket fence);
3 George Street, c1912 (Kraft house, former police residence but much altered)

CONDITION

All except 3 George Street are in externally near original condition.

CONTEXT

The houses step down a hillside and face wide road and water supply reserves. This visual
containment distinguishes them from other houses in Bunyip as does their relative integrity
and grouping.

SIGNIFICANCE:

George Street Residential Precinct is of significance to the locality of Bunyip because it
illustrates the growing importance of Bunyip township as a service centre for the surrounding
farming district and the relative prosperity of the townspeople. The houses in this precinct
date from c1900 to 1925, a major period of growth for Bunyip, particularly the commercial
strip, as an indicator of the business volume.
The precinct also includes a number of houses associated with the work of the local
bricklayer, Joseph Berry, and many houses in the precinct have local architectural
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4 D. Nest. Bunyip Homes of Heritage Interest .



significance and represent a variety of styles and house and garden designs. Early house
owners who were locally prominent included William George Kraft, storekeeper, and, at 9
George Street, Joseph Berry.
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GREEN HILLS, FORMER

Farm Complex

95 Green Hills Road, Pakenham South

VALUE: Typical

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920-30c

MAP: 24, 767
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,3.3,10.4,10.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kitchen Brothers
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HISTORY

This property (but not the house) has been associated with a number of major district
landowners, and with the neighbouring I.Y.U. property formed party of the Kitchen Brothers’
dairying estate in the 1880s boom years. This was claimed to be the biggest venture in
dairying ever undertaken in Australia. Green Hills had a large cowshed but all the milk was
treated at the I.Y.U.1 It is not known if any buildings survive on this property from the 1880s
era.
In 1886, the site of Green Hills (Crown Allotment 49), was one of a number of properties
purchased by George John Watson. His estate included the extensive I.Y.U. property of 5,000
acres. In 1884, Watson sold his properties to the Staughton Brothers for £25,316 (a huge sum
in those days).2

They did not keep the properties for long but, instead, sold to the Kitchen Brothers, owners of
the Toomuc Valley Orchards. The story of how the Kitchens became involved is told in a
recent history of the family in these words:

`Then came the `Great Boom’ and its wild spending of super-abundant cash. Purely for
speculation the Staughton properties, the I.Y.U. and the Greenhills were purchased...until the two
families and Mr. Hatfield in partnership with Mr. Theo, owned roughly 10,000 acres of
grassland’.3

As resale proved difficult and dairying was profitable, large dairy farms, each milking about
300 cows, were established at Greenhills and the I.Y.U. At first Ernest managed Greenhills
and Hatfield, the I.Y.U. In a while, Ernest dropped out and the two farms were amalgamated.
It is claimed to be the biggest venture in dairying ever undertaken in Australia.4

The venture ended when the boom burst. The Kitchens auctioned off most of their Pakenham
properties, with the exception of the Toomuc Valley Orchards. Hatfield left the area and
purchased land in Box Hill, where he build his home and established an orchard.5

It is thought that the remains of an old homestead, perhaps related to the Kitchen 1880
dairying era, may remain near an old walnut tree. The history of the later, weatherboard
Bungalow style house, is unknown.

DESCRIPTION

An old picketed gateway leads across paddocks to a farm complex set well in from the road
within mature trees (Monterey and golden cypress).
The house is an Indian Bungalow style and of weatherboarded, with a high Dutch hipped
main roof clad with corrugated iron. The verandah piers are truncated pyramids set on brick
bases and typical of this house era; the chimneys are face brick (overpainted). The house is
surrounded by mature shrubs from the 1920-30s and mature Monterey cypress hedges.
The reputed remnants of the earlier house were not readily visible and could not be inspected.

CONDITION

The 1920s house is in fair condition.

CONTEXT

The complex is located in flat to undulating grassed paddocks.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The present house evokes a much later period than the notable historical background
attributed to this site and hence the complex, although fairly well preserved, is typical only of
the closer settlement which occurred in the Shire during the 1920s.
Further work may reveal the earlier house ruins. The Green Hills site was purchased in 1886
by George Watson and was later sold to the Staughton brothers. At this time it formed part of
an extensive dairying property, which included the huge I.Y.U. Estate.
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I.Y.U. (LATER BABINYA) MILKING SHED, CYPRESS

Outbuilding, Trees

100 Green Hills Road, Pakenham South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire), Typical (trees)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1888c

MAP: 24, 767
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,3.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kitchen Bros.
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HISTORY

The milking shed at Babinya (earlier known as part of the I.Y.U.) is associated with the period
in this property’s history when it was owned by the Kitchen Brothers. During the 1880s, the
Kitchens owned the I.Y.U. and the neighbouring Green Hills property (opposite). Dairy farms
were established on both properties in a scheme that is claimed to be the biggest venture in
dairying ever undertaken in Australia.1

The Kitchen Brothers, who ran the Toomuc Valley Orchards (q.v.), the largest orchard in the
district, as well as the Kitchen Bros. soap industry empire, purchased the I.Y.U. and Green
Hills in 1885. This was during the `Great Boom’ period when there was `...wild spending of
super-abundant cash’. A recent history of the Kitchen family explains that: `Purely for
speculation the Staughton properties, the I.Y.U. and the Greenhills were purchased...’.2

As resale proved difficult and dairying was profitable, large dairy farms, each milking about
300 cows were established at Greenhills and the I.Y.U. At first, Ernest managed Greenhills
and Hatfield, the Kitchens’ manager, the I.Y.U. In a while Ernest dropped out and the two
farms were amalgamated. The Greenhills property had a large cowshed but all the milk was
treated at the I.Y.U.3

According to the reminiscences of E.H. Hatfield, H.H. Hatfield’s son, in 1958, large sheds
were built on the I.Y.U. and a complete cooling plant installed with freezing machines. Silo
pits were dug and bricked. A plant for concentrating milk was set up. A complete butter
factory, though on a small scale, was built to deal with the surplus milk. Also margarine was
made, then known as butterine. E.H. Hatfield was in charge of the concentrating plant of
margarine making.4

The venture ended when the boom burst. The Kitchens auctioned off all their Pakenham
properties, except for the Toomuc Valley Orchards.5 The old milking shed remains at the
former I.Y.U., now Babinya, and is used as a shearing shed. It is claimed that there is no
purpose-built milking shed of similar size in the district.6

DESCRIPTION

This large gabled and paling clad former milking shed has corrugated iron roofing branded
`TW & JW Walker’ 3 Crowns of Wolverhampton (thought to be a rare brand); and new steel
pipe columns (welded flanges) connecting to deep Oregon main beams throughout,
presumably as part of the conversion to a shearing shed. Some timber posts survive at the
north end internally and posts are visible on the north elevation (between paling clad panels),
with chamfered edges and timber block footings. The floor is part concrete and part T&G
pine (added?); a door is of the Edwardian era, with `Carpenter’ brand rimlock; and the main
double door pairs are ledge & braced and vertical boarded. External cladding is of part sawn
hardwood paling (north, east, south ends) and fibrous cement sheet to the west, with new
louvre windows. There is a domed 9’ thick brick well located to the north-west, near a
Monterey cypress row.

CONDITION

Changes involve recladding part of the walls externally with fibrous cement sheet, installation
of louvre windows, creation of new openings, the adding of a ridge vent, replacement of the
floor and replacing timber posts internally with steel for the new use.
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CONTEXT

The shed is sited beside a recent house but close to a later but mature conifer hedge. There are
later yards and out-buildings close by.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The former I.Y.U. (later Babinya) milking shed is significant to the Cardinia Shire for its
illustration of early farming endeavours in the area and the development of the dairying
industry. It dates from the 1880s when the Kitchen Brothers established what has been
described as the largest dairying venture in Australia at that time on both this property and
the neighbouring Green Hills.
This former milking shed is also significant for its associations with important people in the
district, the Kitchen Brothers, and as a large, early and well-publicised example of a building
type which is still recognised in the district for its associations.
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PROVIDENCE HOUSE, FORMER SUNDAY SCHOOL

(REAR)

Guest House, Garden, School

Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Cockatoo

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1922,1930s

MAP: 9
EAST AMG: 368000
NORTH AMG: 5799000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,9.2,10.8
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Presbyterian Church
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HISTORY

Providence House was owned originally in the 1920s by the Presbyterian Church and run as a
holiday home for mothers and children. There is a former Sunday School at the rear. From
1988, the property has been privately owned.1 It is a rare survivor of Cockatoo’s tourist era
which reached its peak in the 1920s.
The house dates from 1922 and plans of the garden of that era reputedly survive. A former
church and cottage were brought from another site onto the Providence House site in the
1930s. During the Presbyterian Church ownership, the Guardian lived in the main cottage and
the caretaker in a two-bedroom cottage added on to the Sunday School hall building.2

These buildings are associated with Cockatoo’s tourist era which began at the turn of the
century with the arrival of the `Puffing Billy’ narrow gauge Gembrook railway service.
Tourist activity reached its peak in the 1920s, when numbers of guest houses, including
Providence House, were built. Others, now gone, were Hillside, Eastgate and Cockatoo Guest
House.3

A 1901 description of Cockatoo declared it to be `so attractive as regards its natural features
that it can scarcely fail to become a favourite place of retreat.’4 Tourists were attracted also
for health reasons and Cockatoo’s peaceful rural scenery. The Victorian Naturalists’ Society
made several excursions to the area, finding a great variety of plants, birds and fungi.5

DESCRIPTION

This hipped roofed, Federation Bungalow style weatherboarded and verandahed former guest
house, is sited on the hillside at the south-west corner of Dorchester Road in a mature mainly
exotic garden. The roof is clad with corrugated iron and the verandah which covers three
sides of the house has a slatted balustrade (incomplete).
There is a gabled weatherboarded former Sunday school at the rear (shifted) which retains
some early external colours, a trussed gable end and gabled porch entry and an added
weatherboard skillion which was used as a residence.
The garden includes tree ferns, hydrangeas, and a very large English oak in the rear.

CONDITION

The former guest house is externally near original except fro the balustrade slatting and new
rear openings. The former Sunday school has an added skillion from the 1930s.

CONTEXT

Providence House is sited overlooking a creek surrounded by native forest and is close to
other early weekenders (q.v.) and another guest house (Glenrob, altered).

SIGNIFICANCE:

Providence House, and the former Sunday School (rear) are of significance to the Cardinia
Shire as a remaining example of the many guest houses that were once major features of
Cockatoo and other resort areas in the Shire. The house dates from 1922 and was built by the
Presbyterian Church as a holiday home for mothers and children. The associated garden (
plans of which survive) also has significance and is believed to date from the 1920s.
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OAK DRIVE AT OAK SPRINGS

Trees

415 Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900c??

MAP: 19,739
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5789000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,10.4,10.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Dore, Thomas?; Mitchell, Ted
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HISTORY

This farm complex with its oak drive has associations with the district’s early pastoral history.
It is located on land that was originally part of the Mt. Ararat No. 1 pastoral run leased in the
1849s by John Dore and Michael Hennessy.1 In 1855 John Dore selected his 640 homestead
block as the Mt. Ararat Creek Pre-emptive block. Later, in the 1860s, he purchased 387 acres
in adjoining blocks.2

His son, Thomas (born in 1835), purchased Crown Allotment 80, a 300 acre block adjoining
his father’s land, in the 1860s.3 This included the site of the Oak Springs farm complex. It has
been estimated that between them, the Dores, father and son, selected a total 1,300 acres.4

A search of Lands Department records confirmed that Thomas Dore was already residing on
Allotment 80 in 1875. The allotment had already been subdivided. Farming and grazing was
carried out on 80A and Dore’s dwelling was on 80B.5

After Thomas secured the Crown Grant for Crown Allotment 80 in 1882, there seems to have
been extensions made to his dwelling. Rate book evidence suggests that extensions may
have occurred between 1887 and 1888 when the valuation of the house on 300 acres doubled.
By this date Bridget Dore was the listed owner of the property.6

The present complex, which may retain some elements of its early Dore ownership, contains a
range of buildings from later ownership. These include the Bains; Ted Mitchell, of the noted
broom manufacturers; and the Jeremiahs, who farmed there briefly in the 1930s; as well as a
number of doctors.
There is a 1920s house, sheds associated with the Jeremiahs’ dairying activities, and a 1940s
house at the top of the hill. It is thought that the oak trees may relate to the early Dore
ownership.7

More detailed research might clarify the sequence of ownership and usage.

DESCRIPTION

This long and notable English oak drive leads along a flat up to a semi-derelict timber farm
complex (altered 1920s house, older ruinous barn) set on the side of a hill overlooking the
quarry. There are some more mature trees near to the house complex. A new brick house is
further up the hill. There is a pond and part of an ornamental garden at the rear of the 1920s
house, with cordylines and other exotic plantings.
These oaks may be over 100 years old but appear to be stunted, possibly because of the close
spacing.

CONDITION

The oaks appear generally in poor health.

CONTEXT

The drive is prominent in the Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road and because of its length is
visible from both the east and west. It traverses a hillside within open pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The oak drive at Oak Springs is of significance to the Cardinia Shire for its maturity, extent
and its associations with one of the oldest pastoral runs in the district, the Mt. Ararat No.1
run, which was leased in the 1840s by John Dore and Michael Hennessy. Dore’s son,
Thomas, owned the site of the Oak Springs farm complex in the 1860s. The present complex,
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which may retain elements of its early Dore ownership, contains a range of buildings from
later ownership. The original house has long gone but the extensive avenue of oak trees may
date from the Dore ownership.
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CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS SITE

Farm Complex site, Trees

106 Hein Road, Caversham Hill

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1879-

MAP: 14, 739
EAST AMG: .364300
NORTH AMG: .5791300
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.3,7.1,11.,12.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kitchen, Theo
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HISTORY

The house at Caversham Heights was built for the Kitchen Brothers in 1879 and more
recently owned by Frank Ireland1 It was burnt down in the 1983.2

Caversham Heights was build in 1879 for Theophilas (Theo.), one of the four sons of John
Kitchen, Victorian pioneer and founder of the J. Kitchen and Sons soap industry empire.
Between 1878 and 1879 members of the Kitchen family, particularly John Ambrose, Theo.
and Ernest, bought extensive landholdings in the Pakenham district. They built rural retreats
for themselves and established two important regional industries, apple orcharding and
dairying.3

In 1879, Theo. built Caversham Heights on Caversham Hill as a country retreat. His brother,
John Ambrose, built Hughenden (now The Towers) as his country retreat on an opposite hill.4

During the 1880s, Theo. purchased a number of properties in the Toomuc Valley. For a while
they were run as dairying properties, and then as sheep and orchard properties. When the
crash of the 1890s came, Theo. abandoned all his interests in Pakenham.5

More recently, Caversham Heights became Ireland’s jersey dairy farm run by Frank Ireland.
An aerial view of Caversham Heights in the later 1950s appeared on Ireland’s dairy
calendar.6

DESCRIPTION

Although the house has been destroyed in the 1983 fires, other remaining structures may
warrant an inspection including wells.

CONTEXT

The property is located on Caversham Hill, in hilly pasture fringed by native forest; the house
complex having been visible from many distant points including the Toomuc Valley Orchard
Kitchen residence. Caversham Heights was reputedly also linked to the other Kitchen
property, The Towers, by a private road.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The site of Caversham Heights is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because of its link with
the development of the dairying industry in the area. Although the 1879 residence has gone,
the site is significant for its associations with the Kitchen Brothers. These important district
pioneers bought large land holdings and played a major role in the development of
orcharding and dairying within the shire.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 146

1 NTA nom. form
2 C Wilson, pers. Comm.
3 R.J. Waterhouse. A History of the Toomuc Valley Orchards, pp.15-19
4 Waterhouse, p.21
5 Waterhouse, pp.20-21
6 Waterhouse, ? p.25; In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.63



BUNYIP POST OFFICE

Post Office

High Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Angwin, Benjamin W. & Betty
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HISTORY

The present Bunyip Post Office, costing £1,450, was opened for business on 8 December
1925. Benjamin W. Angwin, who was appointed Postmaster in 1922, served in that position
for 20 years. He and his daughter, Betty, who was Victoria’s first postwoman, received
presentations for their services in November 1943. At this time, when the Bunyip Post
Office was reduced to non-official status, Ramsay Crellin took over the duties of Postmaster.
However, in December 1944, Angwin was re-appointed, holding the post until November
1950, when the post office was granted official status.
The earlier history of the post office relates to the extension of the railway system to Bunyip.
A first post office was opened there in November 1877. It was located at the railway station,
and opened a month after the completion of the Oakleigh to Bunyip section of the line. J.
McCraith, the Stationmaster, was also appointed Postmaster, receiving an annual postal
allowance of £6, based on a percentage of the estimated postal business transacted during that
year. A telegraph office was also located at the station. The post office was named after the
Bunyip Railway Station.
Other combined Stationmasters and Postmasters were E. Rossan in 1879, a McAree in 1881,
and J. Woodcock in 1883. By this time the annual allowance was £48. On 8 May 1896, it
was decided that the railways department could no longer handle the postal work. Mr Abbott,
the Storekeeper, then became Postmaster, followed by Benjamin H. Williams in 1903.
In April 1906, a residents’ meeting discussed a possible site for a new post office. Captain
a’Beckett offered one site, and Williams another between his store and Kraft’s Hotel.
a’Beckett’s site was chosen as a result of a ballot. In May 1906, a contract Postmistress was
appointed, Miss C.E. Allen, formerly of Branxholme. Late in October 1908, following the
post office’s destruction by fire, a new building was constructed. A photograph of this
timber verandahed building, titled the `Old Bunyip Post Office’ survives, dated circa 1913.
As we have seen, the present Bunyip Post Office was opened in 1925.1

DESCRIPTION

This modest weatherboard hipped roof post office resembles many of the same era built in
brick or stuccoed brick (see also Nar Nar Goon, Pakenham). It has Marseilles pattern
terra-cotta roof tiles, timber double-hung windows and an entry porch with simple side lights.

CONDITION

The building is externally near original.

CONTEXT

The post office is a later but contributory part of the High Street commercial streetscape.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Of local significance, the Bunyip Post Office is a significant public building in the Bunyip
township and has been from the time of its opening in December 1925. It is a local landmark
and is associated with Bunyip’s development as a centre for the surrounding farming district.
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BUNYIP COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT

Precinct, commercial & civic

High Street & Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910c-40c, main concentration 1920-30s

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
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HISTORY

The present site of the Bunyip township was associated with the opening of the Bunyip
Railway Station in the late 1870s. An earlier Bunyip township, a riverside settlement to the
north-east, was known as Buneep and surveyed in 1857. The development of the
Koo-wee-rup Swamp area in the 1890s played a major part in the growth of the `New
Bunyip. It became a major regional town and by the turn of the century was the largest Shire
township. It was an important district service centre with many commercial and civic
buildings.
Although the 19th century buildings have gone, destroyed by fire, or rebuilt, the present
Bunyip commercial and civic precinct retains many structures that relate to the time when it
was a major Shire town. There are a couple from the pre-First World War era, some from the
1915-1920 period, at least five from the 1920s, and a few from the 1930s and 1940s.
The earliest remaining buildings in the precinct are two shop/residences (a hairdresser’s
business and the offices of Davine Solicitors) in Main Street, dating from c1910. The Red
Cross Shop (former Bunyip and Garfield Express Office), and a Beauty Salon, both in High Street,
date from 1915-1920. The 1920s survivors, which give character to the precinct, include two
hotels, the Railway (former Stacey’s) Hotel at 13-14 Main Street (1924) and the Top Pub
(former Railway) Hotel at 23 Main Street (1925). A pair of 1920s shops and a row of three
1930s shops in Main Street form an important commercial group. They are the Bunyip
Newsagency (former Flett’s General Store), rebuilt in 1926 and possibly again in 1930 at 18
Main Street; the Bakehouse (former Draper’s Shop) at 19 Main Street, built in 1925 for B.H.
Williams and occupied by James Hadley Rice, storekeeper; and the shops at 20-22 Main
Street, built in 1937 for P.J. Nathan. A chemist’s shop and an adjoining house in Main Street
date from c1925. The Take Away Shop in High Street, and former Party Goods Offices in
Main Street and an adjoining store, date from the 1930s.
Later buildings in the precinct include the Bunyip Hall in Main Street, rebuilt in 1942 on the
site of the 1906 Mechanics Institute Public Hall, an important, community centre. A
butcher’s shop, R.W. Maisey and Sons, in Main Street, appears to date from the 1950s, the
post-Second World War era.

DESCRIPTION

This commercial and civic precinct focuses on the two-storey Railway Hotel and includes
shop rows to the east along Main Street (which follows the railway) and a lesser
concentration in High Street, to the north.
Contributory and individually significant sites include:

* 29 Main Street

* 27 Main Street

* 25 Main Street

* 24 Main Street

* 23 Main Street

* 20, 21, 22 Main Street

* 18 Main Street

* 13 Main Street

* 1? Main Street

* 2-4 High Street

* 8 High Street

* 9 High Street
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* 13 High Street

Although from differing dates these buildings are from the broad period of Post First War
development and are generally relatively unchanged. They provide the early core of what has
become today’s Bunyip shopping centre. Later sites which are visually related are also
included. The general characteristics include single storey scale, use of cantilever verandahs,
many original shopfronts, the use of red brick and some original interior elements. Civic
elements include the large Bunyip hall and more utilitarian ones such as the weatherboarded
store on the south side of Main Street, in the railway reserve.

CONDITION

The contributory sites are externally near original in many cases.

CONTEXT

This town has developed along the main Gippsland railway, near to the Bunyip railway
station, as a typical strip centre which located near a transport node. The main surge of
development represents the greater population and closer settlement of the district which
came from Closer and Soldier Settler government schemes.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip Commercial & Civic Precinct is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because of its
associations with the development of a Bunyip township after the opening of the railway
station there in the late 1870s and the boom which took place after the closer and soldier
settlement undertaken after the First War. Bunyip became a major regional town and by the
turn of the century was the largest Shire township. Although the 19th century buildings have
gone, destroyed by fire or rebuilt, the present commercial and civic precinct retains many
structures dating from the post War period when Bunyip was a major town. There are a
couple of pre-First World War buildings, as well as buildings from the 1920s and 1930s.
These buildings provide the early core of what has become today’s shopping centre.
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DALMORE WELL

Well
1

Hobson Road, Rythdale

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1880s

MAP: 29, 767
EAST AMG: 365000
NORTH AMG: 5777000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,3.6
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: MacGregor, Duncan
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HISTORY

The cement dome of an underground well on Hobson Road is thought to be all that remains of
the old Dalmore homestead. This was the house built by Duncan MacGregor, a district
settler, in about 1883.1

MacGregor bought over 3,000 acres of swamp land for more than £5,000 in 1874. The story
of his struggles to drain his property, to move stock to Pakenham, and to survive the
disastrous floods that engulfed his land, are told in a 1903 letter from an employee of
MacGregor. At this time, the Dalmore house was beside a garden surrounded by a bush
fence.2

After the First World War, MacGregor’s Dalmore Estate, and four other large district estates
(including Hagelthorn and I.Y.U.) were subdivided into small holdings. These lots were
made available as Soldier Settlement Blocks by the Closer Settlement Board. A number of
discharged soldiers bought the 50 acre blocks. Subsequently, the MacGregor house, Dalmore,
was demolished but its water well remains.3

DESCRIPTION

This very large domed top well is sited on the east verge of Hobsons Road. The upper domed
section of the well appears to be of machine made brick but its location, on the road reserve,
means an early date, predating the subdivision. Nearby in the paddock are 2 pear trees, elms
and a Hawthorn hedge (former house site?).

CONDITION

Generally well preserved.

CONTEXT

Set in the road verge next to fenced grasslands.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Dalmore well, (later part of the Nar Nar Goon estate) is of significance to the Cardinia Shire
because it is the only physical evidence of the early farming in the area which predated soldier
settlement. It is all that remains of the old Dalmore homestead complex, built in about 1883
for Duncan MacGregor, which (with other large estates) was subdivided for soldier settlement
after World War One. The well is a rare and large surviving example of the brick wells that
were once an important feature of country properties, indicative by its size of the importance
of the house it served.
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THE GRANGE

House, Trees, Garden

15 Huxtable Road, Pakenham Upper

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1885c-

MAP: 14,739
EAST AMG: 368000
NORTH AMG: 5790000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,7.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: McMahon, John; Burgin, William
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HISTORY

The story of the once well-known old homestead, The Grange, and of the families who lived
there last century and in the early decades of this, is told in district rate records, in articles in
the district press, and in Closer Settlement Board records.
The old homestead may have been rebuilt between 1895 and 1898, when it became the home
of William Burgin, a Pakenham farmer.1 This was after the acquisition of the site in Crown
Allotment 80C from the earlier owner from the 1880s, John McMahon, farmer who may have
erected the house2.
The name `The Grange’ for Burgin’s home was confirmed in a January 1901 article in the
district press. It was reported that the second quarterly meeting of the Presbyterian Church
Mission had been held ` at Mr Bergin’s (sic) `The Grange’ at South Gembrook’.3 In that year,
Burgin was rated for 80 acres of land in Crown Allotments 80C and 80D valued at £50. 4

A few years later, the property changed hands several times, passing to Captain Louis Schutt
in 1903, James Millane in 1904, and, in 1905, to the Copeland family.5 The Copelands
remained as owners until 1921, developing part of the property as an apple orchard.
The first detailed descriptions of the property were in the First World War period when the
owner, Margaret Copeland, spinster, offered The Grange to the Closer Settlement Board
(C.S.B.) for soldier settlement. In 1918, The Grange was described as a mixed farming,
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2 Ibid. 1888-89 No. 220.
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4 Shire of Berwick RB 1901-2 Pakenham. Riding No. 1161.
5 Ibid. 1903-4 No. 1542; 1904-5 No. 1438; 1905-6 No. 1236.



dairying and orcharding property. It contained a `superior DF house,’ seven-roomed with a
verandah all around, stabling, 8 cow bails, a large iron shed and four pig sties.1

In January 1919, when the C.S.B. was considering purchase, the house was described as of
hardwood with weatherboard walls lined with canvas and paper, and with an iron roof and
brick chimney. It was valued at £300, a considerable sum, but was reported to be `old and
out of repair!’ There was also a stable and coach house with `wood walls, iron roof and block
floor’ but the barn was `old and tumbledown’.
However, the valuer, A.E. Whitton, concluded that, `From the general appearance of this
property I would judge that many years ago, it was used as some gentleman’s country
residence, owned and used for pleasurable occupation and not worked for profit. Many of
the buildings... are old and decayed... the rain comes through the roof in several rooms’. The
orchard was described as appearing `...vigorous and healthy but many of the trees are old.... If
the property were properly drained and planted it would make a good orchard proposition’.2

In March 1920 the 140 acre property of `choice orchard and farm land’ was offered at auction.
As well as the `good homestead,’ the notice listed a six-roomed cottage, outhouse, stabling,
shed and cowbails, 8 acres of orchard (mostly export apples) and 76 acres cleared for
farming, as well as `useful timber’.
The Grange, according to this article, was suitable for an `orchardist, city man or retired
businessman wanting (a) charming country home in delightful surroundings, splendid road
(Roads Board), prettiest drive in the State’.
If the entire property was not sold, the homestead with its orchard and 40 acres would be
offered as one lot, the other 100 acres as `three choice residential sites’.3

With the failure of the auction, Miss Copeland again offered the property in Allotment 80C to
the C.S.B., including 7 acres of apple orchard and 120 Pine Trees (60 per cent of them small).
She explained in correspondence of September 1920, that the 140 acre property had become
too much for her family to manage after the death of her brother at the War.4

In 1921, the C.S.B. approved the purchase of the 40 acre property, and approved the lease to
Robert Ramage, orchardist, who had been working the orchard from June 1920. Ramage
gave his address as `The Grange’, Gembrook Road, Pakenham, at first. By 1927, however,
he had opened a Commission Agent’s Business at Pakenham East and was employing a man
to work the orchard. Ramage had given up the orchard work because of eyesight problems.
In May 1929, the property was sublet to his brother, David. After David failed to meet the
repayments, the lease was declared void in July 1935.
By the 1930s, The Grange still contained the 7-roomed house (valued at £375 ), a wash house,
lined packing shed, old stables, buggy shed and feed room and large galvanised iron shed.
The property was valued at £900 in August 1935 and described as `suitable (for) Guest
House or Gentleman’s residence. House well situated on high position with Panoramic
Views’.5

The following August, 1936, the 40-acre property was sold to James Stevenson, a Pakenham
farmer, who had worked previously in N.S.W. and on the Queensland cane fields. The
purchase price was £575, payment to be completed in ten years. Stevenson used the property
for grazing and by 1941 was living at Murrumbeena, and only visiting The Grange
periodically. By this time, he wanted to sell the property. To pay the £200 (the remainder of
the purchase price) he sought permission to sell some of the 150 pine trees. After some
debate, he was given permission providing their removal did not cause soil erosion or harm
shaded watering places for stock. In August 1942 Steven received the Crowns Grant.6

The nature of the reputed 1872 `French kit house’ which is said to have been moved to the
property is yet to be verified7. This was the claim when the house was offered for sale in 1991
by Melissa and Peter van Doorn.
The probable first owner of The Grange as we know it was John McMahon who was more
prominent in Fitzroy than in Upper Pakenham. He was the founder of the Fitzroy Football
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1 Land Dept. File 5714/2493.
2 Lands Dept. File 5714/2493.
3 South Bourke and Mornington Journal, 4 March 1920.
4 Lands Dept. File 5714/2493.
5 Ibid.
6 Ibid.
7 M Collins, via B Ronald, pers.com; see The Age 9.11.1991 advert.



Club, a mayor and councillor, owner of the large villa 75 Alfred Crescent, and ran a tailoring
and outfitters business in Brunswick Street1.

DESCRIPTION

The house is in a garden setting and surrounded by mature exotic trees.
The house was described in a sale notice of 1991 as a `fully verandahed weatherboard house
mostly in original and excellent condition having been built in 1872. The rooms are large,
spacious and versatile...’. Altogether (house and cottages), there were 6 bedrooms, 3
bathroooms, 4 reception rooms and next to the house was a pool and 3 bay carport. The
gardens were described as extensive and rambling with many grassed areas and overlooking
rolling hills and expansive views’.
The triple gabled elevation, with the gable trussing and intricate fretting of the barge boards,
with finials, is typical of the picturesque approach to country residences in the late nineteenth
century seen in pleasure resorts such as Mt. Macedon. The chimneys are brick with corbelled
tops, the roofing is corrugated iron and, although the verandah is ornamented with cast-iron,
this has been added/altered and the verandah itself rebuilt. The posts are not chamfered but
the bressumer beam is, indicating that the posts are new. The iron pattern is a late
nineteenth-century one and may have been relocated from another building. The verandah
has a new brick floor. French windows placed among the more typical double-hung windows
lends a Colonial character to the house, augmented by the concave verandah. The windows
have wide moulded architraves, typical of the late nineteenth-century. Shutters have also
been fitted. Internally the T&G bead-edge pine boarding has been generally retained, some
being stained and lacquered. The historical description indicates that wallpaper was once
applied over some of this boarding.
An outbuilding between a new stable and the house appears to have been contemporary with
the house but has since been altered and extended.
The garden appears to have been designed with the house being set on a podium and the
garden falling away as a terrace, with some symmetrical hedge plantings. The garden,
although altered, is reminiscent in concept to the hill station gardens of Mt. Macedon. The
rectangular garden layout overlooked by the house on the south side has many mature tree and
shrubs, most probably from the nineteenth-century.
These include:
Araucaria heterophylla (Norfolk Island pine)
Acmena smithii (lillypilly)
Ulmus parvifolia

Rhododendron vars.

Ilex sp. (Var.)
Arbutus unedo (Irish strawberry)
Magnolia sp.

Box hedge remnant
Eriobotrya japonica (loquat)
Chimonanthus praecox (winter sweet)
Escallonia sp.

Buddleia sp.

The garden is contributory to the house period and of local significance.

CONDITION

The house has been changed in detail by renewal of the verandah posts and probable fitting of
second-hand cast-iron. The verandah floor (once timber?) is now brick. There is also
evidence of alteration to openings. A large new stable has been erected to the west of the
house yard.
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CONTEXT

The Grange is sited near to other early houses of the area and among mature exotic trees
which adjoin areas of native bush on the north and demarcate this intersection as early in the
development of the surrounding district. The mature oaks at Great Oaks, next door, were once
part of The Grange.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Grange, which may date from the 1882 ownership of John McMahon, farmer, Fitzroy
mayor and founder of the Fitzroy Football Club, is significant to the Cardinia Shire as an early
example of a gentleman’s residence, later used for mixed farming, dairying and orcharding. It
has historical significance for its associations with a number of prominent district people
including McMahon, CB Longbottom, IJ Briggs and William Burgin in the late 1890s and the
Copeland family, who owned the property from 1905 until 1921, and developed it as an apple
orchard.
Located in a garden setting and surrounded with mature exotic trees, The Grange is
significant as an example of the rural residences and their pleasure gardens built in the Shire’s
resort areas last century. The house is of architectural significance for its distinctive design
with triple gabled elevation, gable trussing and the intricate fretting of the barge boards.
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ENGLISH OAKS (8), DUTCH ELMS (8) AT THE

GRANGE

Trees

15 Huxtable Road, Upper Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1880s?

MAP: 14
EAST AMG: 368000
NORTH AMG: 5790000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,7.1,10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: McMahon, John; Burgin, William
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HISTORY

The story of the once well-known old homestead, The Grange, and of the families who lived
there last century and in the early decades of this, is told in district rate records, in articles in
the district press, and in Closer Settlement Board records (see The Grange citation).
Between 1895 and 1898 it became the home of William Burgin, a Pakenham farmer.1 This
was after the acquisition of the site in the 1880s from John McMahon, city merchant,
gentleman farmer, who probably developed the property (house, plantings) much as it is
today.2 The property changed hands several times, passing to Captain Louis Schutt in 1903,
James Millane in 1904, and, in 1905, to the Copeland family.3 The Copelands remained as
owners until 1921, developing part of the property as an apple orchard.
In March 1920 the 140 acre property of `choice orchard and farm land’ was offered at auction.
As well as the `good homestead,’ the notice listed a six-roomed cottage, outhouse, stabling,
shed and cowbails, 8 acres of orchard (mostly export apples) and 76 acres cleared for
farming, as well as `useful timber’. The Grange, according to this article, was suitable for an
`orchardist, city man or retired businessman wanting (a) charming country home in delightful
surroundings, splendid road (Roads Board), prettiest drive in the State’.
The National Trust recorded the tree avenue in 1983.

DESCRIPTION

Eight oaks (Quercus robur L.) and eight elms (Ulmus X hollandica Mill) which alternate along the
drive at The Grange were then estimated by the National Trust as being up to 100 years old.
The approximate total number of similar trees around the drive and along the adjacent
frontage was 30-40. The avenue trees’ girths were 2.5m, the heights 20-30m and the
canopies 22-25m. The National Trust noted them for their age and beauty as well as noting
their contribution to the historic character of The Grange.

CONDITION

Two elms were missing from the avenue but the remaining trees were noted as in good
condition.

CONTEXT

The oaks and elms add to the proliferation of mature exotic trees in this location and
complement the age of the house.

SIGNIFICANCE:

These trees have been recognised by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) for their age and
beauty, judged within the former Pakenham Shire but also have associations with the history
of The Grange and its prominent role in the district late last and early this century. The trees
in the drive, which are thought to over 100 years old, include eight English oaks and eight
Dutch elms, and relate well to the garden and house (see The Grange). The combination of
mature elms and oaks is rare.
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WATTLE BANK

House, farm

end Innes Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1908c-

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1,4.1.2,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Finger, John Trangott; Dyer, Morris
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HISTORY

This farm property had a long association with the Dyer family, pioneer sawmillers. It was
reputedly associated with members of the family from about 1911 until 1971.1

According to Beaconsfield Riding rate records, the Wattle Bank homestead was most
probably built about 1908 on 107 acres in the Bromby Estate at Gembrook. The first owner
was John Trangott Finger, a pioneer Doncaster orchardist. At that time it was valued at £53.2

Finger owned the site from 1903 or earlier.3 Bill Russell believes that the pines on the
property may date from about 1900.4 There may have been extensions to the house in 1913
when the valuation rose to £75. 5

John T. Finger (1867-1942) was born at Doncaster, the seventh child of Carl Heinrich (Henry)
Finger (1831-1884), one of the German Lutherans who founded the Waldau farming
settlement at Doncaster. John Finger established a prosperous orchard at George Street,
Doncaster. His substantial brick homestead, Heimat, still remains.6

The Beaconsfield Riding rate records confirm the Dyer family associations with the
Gembrook property at least from 1924, when the valuation rose to £80. Finger was listed as
owner still, the Dyers presumably managing the property.7 By 1930, Maurice and Violet
Dyer, farmers, were rated as owner/occupiers.8

Earlier, at the turn of the century, Fred and Maurice Dyer were among the paling splitters
operating in the Gembrook area. They supplied palings for the construction of trench
supports for use in building Melbourne’s metropolitan sewerage system. In 1906, the Dyers
purchased their first sawmill. Later, with district sawmiller, Bill Russell, they were among
the first to move into the Shepherd Creek Valley, where there was a tract of good timber. A
mill was opened in 1912 at Tomahawk Creek, which was temporarily closed in 1914 at the
outbreak of war. The mill was re-opened in 1918 and, with Russell and Groom, a tramline
was constructed to Gembrook Station. The Dyers’ plant was idle in 1926-27, the years when
Maurice managed the Wattle Bank property. In June 1928, the Dyer mill was moved to the
terminus of Russell’s Line down Black Snake Creek. The east side of the creek came to be
known as Dyers Creek and the locality as Dyers Siding, situated west of the present-day Dyer
Park. After 1929, the Dyer Bros. formed Dyer Bros. Timber Mills P/L and worked the Dyers
Creek Mill under Maurice’s management.
The siding and branch line were dismantled in 1939, the mill moving to Tanjil Bren. A
number of photographs survive of the Dyer brothers, Dyers Mill and siding, and the tramway
to Gembrook.9

A brief account of the later history of Wattle Bank was given in a May 1971 auction notice
held in Cardinia Shire’s Valuer’s records. The article tells how Wattle Bank has been
zealously held by the Dyer family for more than 60 years and is described as a `comfortable
weatherboard family homestead’ with garage, hayshed and cattle yards.
The Valuer’s records list the property’s usage as potato growing and grazing. The homestead,
an `old weatherboard with a galvanised roof’ is a four-bedroom house with a lounge, dining
room and kitchen. The garage is `of old timber’, and the stockyards with bush poles and
wooden trusses has a new galvanised iron roof. The later owners of Wattle Bank, following
the auction, were P. and A. Granieri.10

A 1966 subdivision plan showed the two-acre homestead allotment (Lot 1) at the end of Innes
Road. Lot 2 (34 acres) extended along beside the railway.11
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10 Shire of Cardinia Valuer's records.
11 Lodged Plan 72895.



DESCRIPTION

This large timber farm house shows a staged construction, with the centre transverse
broad-gabled section flanked by differently sized gabled wings, the whole having a 1920-30s
character. The corrugated iron roof is made more obvious by the siting of the house low on
the hillside.
Mature exotic trees and garden remnants are close to the house. These include an elm,
camellias, a large Monterey cypress, and a large but dead redwood.

CONDITION

The house has been changed and added to over time but mainly in the early part of this
century.

CONTEXT

The house and associated trees are sited on the edge of Gembrook township near to some of
the major timber tramlines which linked with the railway station and adjoining largely open
pasture and undulating terrain.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Wattle Bank is of significance to the locality of Gembrook because of its associations with
the Dyer family, pioneer district sawmillers, who owned the property from about 1924.
Prominent in the Shire’s valuable timber industry, Fred and Maurice Dyer supplied palings
for the trench supports used during the construction of Melbourne’s sewerage system.
The large timber farm house, which now has a 1920s-1930s character, may also contain
elements of an earlier farmhouse built for the first owner of the property in 1903, John T.
Finger. Born at Doncaster in 1867, Finger was the son of one of the founders of the historic
Waldau German Lutheran farming settlement.
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PAKENHAM SCOUT HALL

Hall

34 James Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1937

MAP: 24, 767, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Pakenham Scout Troop; Keys, HL
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HISTORY

The first Pakenham Scout Troop was started about 1931 by the Rev. H.C. Busby. It was then
taken over by H.L. Keys,1 who was Berwick Shire Engineer from 1904 until 1948.2

The Pakenham Scout Hall in James Street was officially opened on Saturday 18 December
1937 by Chief Commissioner G.W.S. Anderson. A Pakenham Gazette article reported that, `...It
was built at very low cost and its log cabin design and shingle roof (later covered with iron)
have been over the years subjects of considerable favourable comment. During the war years
it was the headquarters for the Air Observers’ Corps.’3

The design of the scout hall was by H.L. Keys. A copy is held still in the Shire Offices.4 The
block of land was presented by L.W. Thompson. This troop had great success in scouting
competitions and in 1934 won the All-Gippsland Company Competitions at Moss Vale. The
troop was disbanded during the Second World War years but the hall was re-opened in 1944
or 1945.5

DESCRIPTION

This rustic gabled stained drop-log & paling scout hall has leadlight windows and clinker
brick and rubble `crazy-paved’ stone piers at the gabled porch, all promoting the use of
natural materials and the American hunting lodge log-cabin image. The roof is
corrugated-iron (formerly shingles) and the windows multi-paned and painted to contrast with
the deep stain of the walls. The same rustic approach was used in the Woodend scout hall and
at the Gilwell scout camp north of Gembrook, as well as holiday camps in rural location such
as at Buchan and Lakes Entrance (Whiter’s). The sign `Pakenham Scout Hall’ is attached to
the porch gable-end. The log and stone-pier fence at the front is recent but related in
character.

CONDITION

The scout hall appears to have been extended at one end, making the porch off-centre, but
otherwise the original concept has been maintained but with the shingled roof covered with
corrugated iron.

CONTEXT

The scout hall is in a typical Pakenham suburban street, with a sprinkling of houses from the
1920s and 1930s.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Scout Hall, built in 1937, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as an important
community building in a major shire service centre. It has architectural and aesthetic value
for its use of the popular rustic American log-cabin, mountain lodge style which related to the
bushland links of the scouting movement as well as being an evocation of the district’s
thriving timber industry. It has been a local landmark in James Street for more than 50 years.
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BERWICK SHIRE HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS &

OFFICES (INTERIOR)

Hall, Offices

John Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1912

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5884000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.6
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Berwick Shire; Webb, WH; Craigie, James
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HISTORY

This building, extended and partly concealed by new structure in 1962, has played a major
role in the civic life of both the Shire of Pakenham and the City of Berwick for more than 80
years. It was built in 1912 at a cost of £800 as the official meeting place of the Shire of
Berwick. A photograph of the opening ceremony on 6 June 1912 shows the original facade of
the building.1 At that time the present City of Berwick and the Shire of Pakenham (now
Cardinia) were administered as parts of the Shire of Berwick. Separation of the two bodies
did not come until the proclamation of 1 October, 1973.2

Berwick and Pakenham were proclaimed Towns as early as 1861. Local government followed
with the formation of the Berwick Road Board on 14 November 1862. This board was
formed mainly to superintend and provide for and complete the construction, repair and
maintenance of district roads. Five of the nine members were from Berwick and two from
Pakenham - Michael Bourke and John Startup of Nar Nar Goon were members of the first
board.3

It was not until 1865 that the Berwick municipal offices were built in High Street, Berwick.
When the Shire was proclaimed on 5 May 1868, this building became its headquarters. A
c1900 photograph of this rather modest municipal building survives.4 The Shire consisted of three

Ridings: Berwick, Pakenham and Scoresby. In 1889 Scoresby Riding was severed and
became the Shire of Ferntree Gully. The new Riding of Beaconsfield was formed in May
1879 and, in May 1901, the Iona Riding.5
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1 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.21
2 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.23
3 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.19
4 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.21



On 24 May 1901, the Berwick Shire Council decided to move its headquarters from Berwick
to Pakenham. While much business was transacted at Berwick until 1902, the Council
meetings were held at Pakenham. The addition of the Iona Riding made Pakenham a more
central location in the Shire than Pakenham. Before the John Street Shire Hall was opened in
1912, Pakenham’s Mechanics Institute was rented as a meeting place.1

Opening of New Shire Hall
A long article appeared in The South Bourke and Mornington Journal on 13 June 1912 celebrating the
opening of `the new shire hall built by the Berwick Shire Council at Pakenham’. Designed
by the Melbourne architect, W.H. Webb, it was built by James Craigie, of Hawthorn, at a cost
of £765. As the Crown Law Department had arranged to use part of the building as a
courthouse, the `necessary additional accommodation had to be arranged to provide facilities
for that’.
The design provided for `a centrally placed Council Chamber, 39 feet long by 20 feet wide,
which will also serve the purpose of a courthouse’. Access from the front was by a lobby and
inner vestibule with a clerk of courts’ room on one side and the President’s room on the
other. The President’s room had direct access to the Council Chamber. The writer describes
how those two rooms, with the lobby, `which is a distinctive feature, projecting eight feet
forward, form the front elevation, additional character being given to the building by open
porches on either side of the lobby to protect the entrance... to enable either to be used
according to weather conditions’.
On the near (north-east) side of the Council Chamber was the Shire Secretary’s office, `with a
public office on one side, and a records room on the other, a special locker being arranged in
the room for the safe keeping of old records’. The writer concludes that, `altogether the
building will form a distinct architectural addition to the district, and will be complete in all
requirements for the varied uses required’.
A large number attended the special luncheon in the new council chamber, presided over by
Cr. L.D. Beaumont, the Shire President. Parliamentarians attending included Hon. Edgar,
Minister of Public Works, and Hon. D. McBryde, MLC. The opening ceremony was
performed by Edgar who said that no one `could find fault with the building, which was
evidence of the progress of the district’. He declared the building open and wished it `every
success in the interests of municipal government and the law and justice of the State’.
Mr Greenwood, JP, said that few shire presidents had the opportunity to preside over such a
gathering and have the opening of a new hall. Cr. Thomas Bourke welcomed neighbouring
councillors and said that `Berwick Council now had a hall they could be justly proud of, and it
would be a lasting monument to the Shire. Finally, Cr. Pearson proposed the Architect,
Webb, and the Builder, Craigie. In response, Webb remarked that `the acoustic properties of
the hall were in every way perfect’.

W.H. Webb
According to Miles Lewis’ Australian Architectural Index Webb designed numbers of
buildings in Melbourne’s suburbs from the 1880s until about 1913. These included both
weatherboard and brick residences, cottages, shops and stores, particularly in North
Melbourne and Brunswick. In 1887, a notice of insolvency was reported relating to William
Henry Webb, of Fanning Street, Hotham, and Bunyip, contractor and wood merchant, which
may refer to the Webb who later designed the Pakenham Shire Hall. In 1911, the year before
the construction of the hall, Webb was associated with designs for a residence at Princes Hill
and a Carlton coach factory.2

In November 1927 a strong room built by a Mr Dalton of Harkaway was added. This room
(11 by 8 feet) was `substantially constructed of reinforced concrete’ and it was hoped would
offer `protection for the many valuable documents of the shire in the event of fire’. At this
time, some alterations were made to the Clerk of Courts room, `a passage having been
provided between the secretary’s office and the strong room’. 3

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 168

5 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, pp.20-21
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From its opening in June 1912, the new Berwick Shire Offices at Pakenham became a most
important district building. In 1962 it was extended to provide for additional staff and,
despite the opening of the present Cardinia Shire (previously Pakenham Shire) Civic Centre,
it has remained and was used until recently for municipal offices.

DESCRIPTION

This former council chambers/court room interior has strapped plaster walls, a polished
timber dado, notable polished ceiling lining (vaulted) with rosette-vents and fan, red brick
fireplace and shelf, and some court room fitments (at the time of inspection, October 1994).
What was the council meeting table (semi-circular plan) was in sections in one of the
ante-rooms to the chamber; this table was built by local joiners, FJ Matthews & Son1.
Some ancillary rooms survive as former offices and as ante-rooms to the chamber but the
main significance lies with the chamber. The ante-rooms have vertical boarded dados,
boarded ceilings (over-painted ) and 5 panel door pairs. The whole is now masked behind a
concrete masonry facade set on a steel frame which was designed to accept a second storey
and screen the older building2.

CONDITION

The chamber had new glazed entrance doors at one end and some of the former office rooms
have new ceilings, partitions and finishes. The main roof and external walls of the old
building have been screened or absorbed by the new one.

CONTEXT

The chamber and offices remains concealed within the largely recent commercial streetscape
which adjoins. The building is sited next to the old Gazette offices and associated house and
west of the former fire station; this group once forming a minor civic precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Former Berwick Shire Hall, Council Chambers & offices (interior), opened in June 1912,
is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because of its associations with the early history of
municipal government in Pakenham and in other shire townships which were once part of
Berwick Shire.
Designed by the Melbourne architect, W.H. Webb and built by James Craigie of Hawthorn,
the building included a council chamber and court room. Retained as offices until only
recently the building has significance as an example of a former shire hall still used for shire
purposes over a period of more than eighty years.
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PAKENHAM FIRE STATION, NOW OP SHOP

Fire Station

13 John Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1934

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Country Fire Brigades Board
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HISTORY

The Pakenham Fire Brigade was formed as the result of a public meeting held on 30
September 1929. It was taken over by the Country Fire Brigades Board (C.F.B.B., later the
Country Fire Authority) in the following year. This building was erected by C. Knights and
opened in September 1934 on land provided by the Shire on the condition that it revert to
Shire uses when no longer needed by the Board.1

The early officers and firemen were Captain C. Grant, Lieutenant L. Pritchard, and L. Cook
(fireman), A. Johnson (apparatus officer) and H.B. Thomas (secretary). Thomas was secretary
until he resigned in 1949.
By 1951, the fire station building (now the Op Shop) had been replaced. According to a
booklet published that year: `...Land for the Fire Station was donated by Berwick Shire
Council which body also assisted with the purchase of equipment. The original station was a
tin shed, but this was later replaced by the present up-to-date structure.’2 This booklet also
reported on improvements in equipment over the years from the `hand hose reel’ to the
`modern fire pump’.
It told of how nearly 70 fires had been attended during the first 20 years. Up to 1942, the
brigade was responsible for dealing with rural as well as urban fires. In that year, however, a
Bush (later Rural) Fire Brigade was formed, operating from other premises.

DESCRIPTION

This former fire station is fibrous cement sheet clad on the upper walls, with strapping over
joints, and weatherboard (bullnose profile) on the lower walls. The corrugated-iron roof is in
a Dutch hip form which is typical of the 1920s and compares with the contemporary post
office. A central, gabled fibrous cement sheet parapet rises above the eaves line of the front
elevation. It now holds the business sign for the op-shop but originally held an identification
sign, `C.F.B.B.’. Side windows have multi-paned glazing and there is a red brick chimney at
the rear.

CONDITION

The former fire station is well preserved internally and externally, except for the former
double doors which now provide a show window and personnel entry.

CONTEXT

The former station is on the corner of James and John Streets, just north-east of the former
Shire Hall and close to the RSL hall and war memorial. It is surrounded by more recent
development and represents one of the early town buildings.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Fire Station, built for that purpose in the 1930s and now known as the Op Shop,
is significant to the Cardinia Shire because as one of the early service buildings in the shire’s
major townships. It also reflects the significance of fire fighting facilities in an area where fire
was a common community disaster. The former station is also significant as a rare building
type (rural fire station from the 1930s) and for its landmark qualities within a minor public
building precinct.
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KENILWORTH FORMER COACH HOUSE & DRIVE

PLANTATION

Coach house (former), Trees

44 Kenilworth Avenue, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local (coach house); Regional (Cardinia Shire, drive plantation)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1889c-0

MAP: 18
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5787000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Nott, Charles (1889); Sanders, Doreen and Jim
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HISTORY

This former coachhouse was once, in the 1880s, part of Charles Nott’s Kenilworth Villa
property. The villa (a near mansion) and its stables are gone but the coach house, converted
to a separate dwelling in the 1930s, remains. Elements of the 1880s garden also remain,
including a driveway lined with cypress and bunya bunyas.
Charles Nott, gentleman, was first rated for the Kenilworth Villa property in the 1889-90
Shire of Berwick rate records.1 Nott owned land near the Highway and Pink Hill was once
known as `Nott’s hill.’ All the joinery work at Kenilworth Villa, a near-mansion with turrets,
was reputedly carried out by James Adamson of Beaconsfield. The coachhouse was built of
handmade bricks on bluestone foundations. Its original layout included a room for coaches
and a coachman’s room on the ground floor. There was a loft on the first floor for storing
feed. The old post beam at the rear, used to haul feed to the loft for the horses, has been
retained.
Nott laid out a garden around his villa and an ornamental lake and island was created, which
exists still today. Some of the 1880s plantings, cypress and bunya bunyas, also remain along
the drive.
Nott lost his money in the 1890s crash and selected land at Budgeree, where Adamson built
the family a four-roomed cottage. Kenilworth Villa was taken over by Montague Cohen, a
city lawyer, who installed a married couple there.
The Berry Street Foundling Home took over the property in 1913. Known as Beaconsfield
Home, the coach house was converted into a laundry. A chimney and staircase were added in
the 1930s. After the Home closed in 1946, the former mansion was leased over a number of
years, and fell into disrepair. When the Tozer family acquired the property in 1963, they
demolished the old house. The handmade bricks, slate, and other old materials were used in
the construction of a new four-level house on the property which won an award for its
designer, Charles Duncan. Some of the old material, including stained glass windows, found
its way to the former coach house building.2.
In 1971, the property was owned by Doreen and Jim Sanders. The old coach house became a
second home on the property, used for their children. A chimney was added and two wings
on either side for a kitchen and bathroom. The Sanders built a bridge to the island created by
Nott and replanted it with native species to attract native birds. They now lease the island
from Melbourne Water3

DESCRIPTION

This two storey hipped roof stuccoed brick structure has a gabled `loft’ window bay on the
upper level indicating its former coach house function. A gabled single-storey wing is at
either end and double-hung sash windows are used at ground level. The building has only
marginal expression as a coach house.

CONDITION

Apart from the major renovations and additions, the main hipped roof has been tiled (in place
of slate or corrugated iron?) and the walls refinished.

CONTEXT

The house is at the end of a curving drive planted with ornamental and mature exotic trees,
some of individual importance, and adjoins to other related landscaping along the Cardinia
Creek, including a lake. It lies to the south of the railway and the town in a rural setting but
the former station master’s house in Beaconsfield Avenue is thought to have once been a gate
house for the property and a sole bunya bunya next to it may indicate that the drive extended
across the railway at that point..
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The former Kenilworth Coach House is significant to the Beaconsfield locality and the bunya
bunyas in the drive planting are significant to the Cardinia Shire because they represent all
that remains of Nott’s large mansion and gardens which were, for a long period, also used as
the Berry Street Foundling Home. The house was a local landmark prior to demolition. The
coach house has been greatly changed but still possesses a traditional stable form and hence
some link with Nott. The trees on the drive are of significant as mature and rare plantings
within the Shire which also recall Nott and the other major occupiers of the property.
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DAKWOOD RACING STABLES SITE

House site, Stables site

46 King Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Local (demolished during the study)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900c—

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Webster, Ray (Darby)
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HISTORY

Racing has been a popular sport throughout the Pakenham district over a long period.
In 1939, Ray (Darby) Webster, horse-trainer, purchased an old poultry farm in King Street
and converted it into the Dakwood Racing Stables. Darby, who was born in 1895, was the
son of Robert Webster, Pakenham’s butcher from 1893. Darby showed an early interest in
horses and during the First World War leased the Pakenham Race Course and began his
racing career.
In 1926, Darby went to Essendon. His first major success was with Dakwood (after whom
the King Street stables were named) who was winner of the Grand National Steeplechase in
1938. Dakwood was one of the first of a long string of Webster-trained horses who won
many of Victoria’s top races, including the Melbourne and Caulfield Cups. All, apart from
Dakwood, were trained at the Pakenham stables.
After the old poultry farm was purchased, the old homestead was renovated, the garden area
redesigned, and there were loose boxes and rolling yards, stables and stable boys’ quarters.
The property was described in 1939 as a `horses’ paradise’.
Among the horses trained there was Stray Boy, who won the Pakenham and Cranbourne Cups
and became known as `Gippsland’s Phar Lap’. In the 1940s, Darby’s career reached its peak
when he trained Dark Felt who won the Melbourne Cup. Another Webster-trained horse,
Counsel, won the Caulfield Cup in 1944. Darby continued to train horses through the 1950s.
In 1957, he trained Sandhurst who took out the Maribyrnong Plate, the Gwyn Nursery and
Maribyrnong Trial Stakes. He enjoyed one more major win in 1961, when Twilight Glow
won the Williamstown Cup. The V.R.C. gave Darby the rare honour of a Life Trainer’s
badge on his retirement.
Darby’s son, Bob, who took over the business, retired in 1970. Subsequently, the stables
were run by lessees, including Geoff Virtue. However, after the property was sold recently,
the old stables were demolished and the garden area cleared. Today, only the site remains of
this historic Pakenham racing property.1 The proprietor was still Bob Webster until recently.

DESCRIPTION

This large and altered (in the 1920s-30s?) weatherboard Victorian-era villa appears to have
been adapted for use as residence attached to racing stables. The house yard had a spade head
picket front fence (poor condition), some garden, trees (palm, cypress) and an extensive
stable yard, with stables, at the rear. The house had a hipped and corrugated iron clad roof, a
projecting hipped roof room bay and adjoining verandah (part gone).
The stable buildings at the side and rear include a fibrous cement sheet clad gabled
out-building with a garage door in one end and a man’s or groom’s rooms at the centre.
Behind that is a corrugated-iron clad gabled shed (obscured). At the rear of the side yard is
an octagonal exercise pavilion (?) with a hipped corrugated-iron roof and timber frame.
This complex was demolished during the study, September 1995.

CONDITION

The front fence has fallen in places, new windows have been added to the front elevation and
the verandah altered. The former cypress hedge along the frontage has been severely trimmed
and is now dead. What appears to be an exercise pavilion has part fallen in.
This complex was demolished during the study, September 1995.

CONTEXT

The complex is set in a typical suburban street which nevertheless has some older houses
within it such as 53 King Street. The house faces the Pakenham race track.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

Dakwood Racing Stables site, where Ray (Darby)Webster (horse-trainer) trained racehorses
for Victoria’s top races, is of significance to the locality of Pakenham for its associations
with one of the district’s favourite recreational sports. The property has historical
significance for its associations with the Webster family who owned the racing stables until
1970. The complex of villa residence and stables was demolished in September 1995.
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

Church

Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1953-

MAP: 20, 740, 920B
EAST AMG: 377000
NORTH AMG: 5789000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.6,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Maryknoll community; Pooley, Wilfred
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HISTORY

Founded in 1949 by Father Wilfred Pooley, of the West Footscray Presbytery, Maryknoll was
planned as a rural community based on Christian principles. Father Pooley visualised it as a
decentralised rural community for families from the city. There would be local industries
owned and controlled by the community. A co-operative fund would finance house-building.1

The planning of the new township was innovative, using town planners and a team of
architects. Pooley’s only proviso was that in planning the township, the church should have a
central position. This was satisfied by the completed plan. The Holy Family Church, and
Presbytery, and the store and post office and administrative buildings are located at a junction
of many roads in the centre of the settlement.2

Des Smith of the firm of Smith and Tracey `...had a free hand with about a square mile of
practically virgin bush.’ The original town plan, drawn by Leslie Royd Garner, L.S., of
Pakenham, surveyor, has been changed little over the years.3

The site chosen was a property of 540 acres owned by Reg Sykes at North Tynong. The
purchase was mainly funded by the Handley family of Dandenong, with help from the
Sweeney brothers of Narre Warren. Father Pooley donated his `worldly wealth’ of £100. The
purchase was finalised on 23 June 1949.4

The same firm of architects was used to design the buildings. It was intended that the various
buildings, although `not duplicates,’ would be in a similar style.5

The complex of public and private buildings were nearly all constructed in the 1950s. The
first building, a temporary church and school, was followed by a small cottage used as a
presbytery. The original building was used later as a shelter shed. In 1954 it was converted
into an Infant Welfare Centre.
The first stage of a permanent settlement was a combined church and school building: the
Holy Family Church. The church was blessed and opened by Archbishop D Mannix 3rd
September 1950 and rebuilt/extended in 19536. Gael White’s history of Maryknoll contains a
photo of the new church under construction with the earlier building in the background.7

The Maryknoll plan included farming activities run by the Co-operative society. This
commenced in the 1950s, with a new dairy build on the site in 1966, which remained in
operation until October 1972. Other Maryknoll industries included the building industry,
which constructed portable classrooms, at first timber-framed and then with steel frames from
1963. Projects completed by the Maryknoll building team included the Resource Centre of
Traralgon Regional College, the Presbytery at Pakenham, and a Don Bosco School at Narre
Warren. A joinery factory was opened at Nar Nar Goon in May 1952. For a while this factory
specialised in hand-crafted church furniture but could not compete with businesses using
mass-production techniques.

DESCRIPTION

This simple gabled vertical-boarded (once stained) church has a simple belfry raised on a
projecting wall-bay at the centre of the front elevation; large timber window units at the side;
a skillion side verandah; and a porch with a shallow gabled roof profile and highlight
windows typical of the 1950s.
Two Italian cypress (symmetrical about the front) and a large gum are among the mature
landscape elements around the church. As intended, it is sited in the centre and at the visual
focus of the Maryknoll settlement.

CONDITION

The church appears externally near original with the possible exception of the side verandah
and new colour scheme.



CONTEXT

The church is at the visual focus of this important religious community.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Holy Family Church, opened by Archbishop D. Mannix on 3 September 1950, and rebuilt
and extended in 1953, is of significance in the Shire as a major Maryknoll public building. It
is an important component in the rural community based on Christian principles founded in
1940 by Father Wilfred Pooley . The building was used originally as a combined church and
school, and is the visual focus of this important shire religious community
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MARYKNOLL PRECINCT

Precinct, Residential & Civic

Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1950c-

MAP: 20, 740, 920B
EAST AMG: 377000
NORTH AMG: 5789000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.7,8.6
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Pooley, Fr. Wilfred; Smith & Tracey
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HISTORY

Founded in 1949 by Father Wilfred Pooley, of the West Footscray Presbytery, Maryknoll was
planned as a rural community based on Christian principles. Father Pooley visualised it as a
decentralised rural community for families from the city. There would be local industries
owned and controlled by the community. A co-operative fund would finance house-building.1

The planning of the new township was innovative, using town planners and a team of
architects. Pooley’s only proviso was that in planning the township, the church should have a
central position. This was satisfied by the completed plan. The Holy Family Church, and
Presbytery, and the store and post office and administrative buildings are located at a junction
of many roads in the centre of the settlement.2

Des Smith of the firm of Smith and Tracey `had a free hand with about a square mile of
practically virgin bush.’ The original town plan, prepared by Les Garner of Pakenham,
surveyor, has been changed little over the years.3

The site chosen was a property of 540 acres owned by Reg Sykes at North Tynong. The
purchase was mainly funded by the Handley family of Dandenong, with help from the
Sweeney brothers of Narre Warren. Father Pooley donated his `worldly wealth’ of £100. The
purchase was finalised on 23 June 1949.4

The same firm of architects was used to design the buildings. It was intended that the various
buildings, although `not duplicates,’ would be in a similar style.5

The complex of public and private buildings were nearly all constructed in the 1950s. The
first building, a temporary church and school, was followed by a small cottage used as a
presbytery. The original building was used later as a shelter shed. In 1954 it was converted
into an Infant Welfare Centre.
The first stage of a permanent combined church and school building, the Holy Family Church,
was opened on 3 September 1950, and extended in 1953. Gael White’s history of Maryknoll
contains a photo of the new church under construction with the earlier building in the
background.6 The Convent of Our Lady of the Hills, which housed two nuns, Presentation
Sisters from Pakenham, was opened and blessed on 20 January 1955. It had previously been
the home of the Chapman family. The nuns ran the Mary Knoll school till its closure in 1975.
Also, a combined post office/general store and administrative office was officially opened on
3 October 1955.7 Five cottages for pensioners were constructed, the first two being opened in
June 1959.
The Maryknoll plan included farming activities run by the Co-operative society. This
commenced in the 1950s, with a new dairy build on the site in 1966, which remained in
operation until October 1972. Other Maryknoll industries included the building industry,
which constructed portable classrooms, at first timber-framed and then with steel frames from
1963. Projects completed by the Maryknoll building team included the Resource Centre of
Traralgon Regional College, the Presbytery at Pakenham, and a Don Bosco School at Narre
Warren. A joinery factory was opened at Nar Nar Goon in May 1952. For a while this factory
specialised in hand-crafted church furniture but could not compete with businesses using
mass-production techniques.
Maryknoll also had a poultry industry in 1953, which sold eggs to the Egg Board; a cordial
factory, converted to steel manufacture in 1974; and a Mary Knoll hardware shop opened in
Nar Nar Goon in 1966.8

A Lawn Cemetery was opened in the township in 1964. There was also a sportsground beside
the extensive farm area along Fogarty Road.9
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DESCRIPTION

This generally 1950s precinct includes the architect-designed generally timber clad (once
stained, some extensively altered) skillion (some gabled) roofed houses sited around the
similarly clad Holy Family Church and Fr. Pooley’s former residence, as the two most
important structures in the complex. The surrounding houses are comparable with
contemporary architect-designed houses and as a group are notable within the State.
The plan of the settlement is also of note with contoured street alignments and retention of
bushland as characteristics which underscore the importance of the built elements.
Planting around Fr. Pooley’s house includes two Cupressus torulosa (Bhutan cypress), old fruit
trees, a camellia, and abelia, with some garden pathways edged with stone and gravel paved.

CONDITION

The buildings are generally well-preserved but a minority has been reclad or rebuilt.

CONTEXT

The subdivision is laid out across the top of a hill, with roads generally following contours.
The hill is prominent in the area and made more so by the retention of some native
vegetation.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Maryknoll Precinct, founded in 1949 by Father Wilfred Pooley of the West Footscray
Presbytery, is of significance to Victoria as a rare example of a planned rural community
based on Christian principles which involved Modernist concepts of town planning and
architecture. This contrasts with other similar Catholic rural communities who opted, instead,
for Medieval principles of worship and building construction1.
Town planners and architects were involved in planning the township and its buildings. With
the church as its focus, the plan is significant for its contoured street alignments and retention
of bushland areas. The surviving near intact 1950s houses are also notable within the State as
evocative of the latest design principles espoused by architects in that era and as a group of
simple contemporary houses of a similar architectural concept set in rural surroundings.
The surviving buildings help express he ideals of Maryknoll which included the setting up
local industries controlled by the community, and a housing co-operative to finance house
purchases. This obviated a lot of the financial problems of similar contemporary Catholic
rural settlements, marking this settlement as, relatively, a highly successful one as shown by
the scale and integrity of the structures erected by the co-operative.
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MARYKNOLL LAWN CEMETERY & POOLEY

GRAVE

Cemetery

61 Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1964-

MAP: 20
EAST AMG: 377000
NORTH AMG: 5790000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.7,8.6,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Pooley, Fr. Wilfred
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HISTORY

In June 1964 the Directors of the Maryknoll community proposed to reserve an area for a
lawn cemetery, in keeping with the Catholic rural settlement’s desire to be as self-sufficient
as possible. Approval was gained from the Victorian Department of Health and a lot in
Kilbirra Road was reserved for this special purpose. The first Cemetery Trustees were
appointed in June 1965. Elizabeth Manning was the first person to be buried on 12
December 1965. Fencing was erected in February 1966. Families were encouraged to buy
plots, on interest-free terms.1

In September 1968 the founder, Fr. Pooley, suffered the first of three heart attacks. He died,
aged 57, on 13 April 1969 at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Various forms of permanent
memorial were undertaken to commemorate Fr. Pooley. Cr. Dan Cunningham planted the
first tree of the Fr. Pooley Memorial Park in St. Joseph’s Square, as each Maryknoll family
also planted a tree. In 1971, the Maryknoll ladies donated money earned by catering by
commissioning Lucille O’Connel to design the Stations of the Cross for the new Church of St.
James at Nar Nar Goon, to be dedicated to Fr. Pooley. An appeal for a memorial fund
resulted in the conversion of the disused school rooms to the Fr. Pooley Memorial Hall in
1980.2

On Good Friday, the ceremony, Ways of the Cross, concludes at the Maryknoll Lawn
Cemetery, where an altar has been erected on Fr. Pooley’s Grave.3

DESCRIPTION

This lawn cemetery is an open grassed allotment in the Maryknoll estate surrounded by native
bushland and entered by a wrought-iron gateway. Here there is a chevron pattern gate and
segment-arched portal, bearing the name of the cemetery.
A timber-framed gabled shelter and paved area has been dedicated to the founder of the
settlement, the Rev. WA Pooley (d. 1968) while other graves are marked with bronze plates
set in the lawn, some plain others ornamental.

CONDITION

The cemetery elements reflect a number of periods, most of which are still intact.

CONTEXT

The cemetery is located on the side of a hill in an area of the settlement which adjoins both
native bush and some of the housing. It is a contributory element in the Maryknoll precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Maryknoll lawn cemetery, opened in 1964, and the Pooley grave (died September 1968), are
of significance to the locality of Maryknoll as major and essential elements in this important
settlement. The cemetery is also significant because it contains historical information on the
former residents at Maryknoll as well as some design achievement in the commemoration
plates associated with each burial.
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TEHENNEPE

Farm Complex

Little Road, Bunyip South

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1924

MAP: 31, 769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5778000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.7,10.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Leithborg, Oswald A
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HISTORY

The first owner of the 1920s buildings in this farm complex was Oswald A Leithborg, farmer,
who was rated in 1924 for a 20 acre property in Crown Allotment 101 of ), Parish of
Koo-wee-rup East.1 This is the site of Tehennepe. Leithborg owned and occupied the
property still in the 1950s.2

This followed the excision of Allotment 101 from a 40 acre property in a subdivision of
Crown Allotments 95-101 owned during the First World War period by Joseph W. Lawless,
farmer, and district pioneer. Lawless, who migrated from County Galway in Ireland, had a
dairy farm and grew potatoes on his 40 acres. His wife Mary ran this farm while Joseph
worked on other farms.3

The site of Tehennepe had a long association with district farming families and in 1900 was
leased with the adjacent Allotment 102 by George Jolliffe, farmer. Although Jolliffe did not
have a dwelling on Allotment 101, he secured a Crown Grant for it in 1914, because he
owned a homestead on a nearby allotment. This was separated from Allotments 101 and 102
by `only an unused road.’4

DESCRIPTION

Sited on the west side of Little Road, south of Parish Road, this 1920s weatherboard farm
house has unusual verandah gables (custom designed). The main roof is Dutch-hipped and
clad with corrugated-iron, with gabled bays extending at either end of the return verandah
which has itself a gabled roof bay set on the diagonal. Another gabled bay appears to have
been added to the side of the house. Details include the slatted verandah balustrade, with the
brick piers, and the propped window hoods.

CONDITION

The house appears to have been extended in a related form and materials at one side but the
main 1920s section may be close to externally original condition.

CONTEXT

The house and associated trees are set in flat grasslands.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Tehennepe house, part of a 1920s farm complex owned by Oswald Leithborg, farmer, is
significant to the Bunyip South locality as an example of closer settlement in the area. The
property has significance for its long association with district farming families such as that of
Joseph W. Lawless, from County Galway who had a dairy farm and grew potatoes there.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 187

1 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-25, Iona Riding No. 4103
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1942-43, No. 366; D1952, p.1246
3 Call of the Bunyip, pp.15, 174
4 Land File 2442/130.383



ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH PRECINCT, GARDEN

Precinct, civic & residential

Main Drain Road (North), Iona

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1900-

MAP: 31, 769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5779000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.7,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church
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HISTORY

This precinct, near the intersection of Main Drain North and the Fourteen Mile Road, where a
bridge crosses the Bunyip River, is associated with the development of a prosperous farming
community at Iona after the drainage of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp. Despite the early
problems of swamp families, and a series of natural disasters of flood and fire, the area
became an important potato and dairying district. A timber bridge is shown over the Bunyip
River at Fourteen Mile road on a 1929 Army Survey map.1, but the present bridge may date
from the 1934 floods remedial works in the swamp.
The St. Joseph’s Catholic Church complex dominates the precinct with its collection of
buildings dating from the turn of the century to 1960. The buildings are most substantial for a
small rural community, reflecting the prosperity of Iona’s farming settlement. The earliest
building in the complex is the first church designed by the architect, T.A. Payne, and opened
in 1900, with 1903 additions of a Sanctuary, Sacristy and extensions to the main hall. A
presbytery was built adjacent in 1905, after the formation of a new Catholic Parish centred on
Iona. A third building, St. Columba’s Hall, was built next to the Church and Presbytery and
opened in 1906. 2

A convent was opened in Fourteen Mile Road in 1914 for the Sisters of the Order of St.
Joseph of the Sacred Heart. The sisters opened the first St. Joseph’s Parish School in the St.
Columba’s Hall in 1915.3 They also travelled to Cora Lynn to teach after the school was
built there in 1918.4

A new St. Columba’s Hall (the present Hall) was constructed in 1928, after the destruction of
the school hall in a 1927 fire. The second Iona Church, described by Archbishop Mannix as
`a magnificent building and a credit to the Parish of Iona,’ was opened on 14 April 1940 at a
ceremony attended by about 1,000 people.5 A later brick school building of three classrooms,
also part of the complex, was opened on 20 November 1960.

DESCRIPTION

The main elements in this complex include the church of 1940 (see separate citation) and the
school hall of 1928, both built in face brick gabled form, the hall being red brick and the
church manganese.
Like the church, the hall has a Marseilles pattern tiled roof and is laid out on a cruciform plan,
with the minor wings also in a gabled form; the porch is also gabled with an arched entry
here and a lesser arched entry into the minor wing. A cement band runs around the building at
eaves height and the gable-ends are vertically boarded. The side walls have capped buttress
piers which blend with the two brick chimneys attached to the wall. Windows are
multi-paned and timber-framed.
The buildings are surrounded by Monterey cypress hedges and an exotic garden from the
main development period of the complex (1920s-30s), including camphor laurel, holly,
Canary Island palm, cedars, Brachychiton sp. and a curving privet hedge (clipped). Textured
and capped cement gate posts, with their iron gates, are also of the main period of
development.

CONDITION

The contributory elements are externally near original as is the garden setting.

CONTEXT

The complex is located opposite the main drain, with its embankments, and a notable timber
bridge across the drain. Because of this siting, there is a visual link with the drainage of the
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area and the creation of transport links which in turn has created the need for the development
of this complex. The extensive brick complex stands out in the otherwise flat surrounding
open pasture with its relatively modest usually timber housing.

SIGNIFICANCE:

St Joseph’s Church Precinct (and garden), which includes substantial church and school
buildings, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as a demonstration of the prosperity of this
district farming community after the draining of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp. The area
developed into an important dairying and potato growing district.
The St Joseph’s complex comprises an early church (1900-1903), presbytery(1905), later
church (1940), Convent (1914), St Columba’s School and Hall (1928) and new school
building (1960).The surrounding plantings are also of significance and date from the main
development period of the complex, 1920s and 1930s. They include Monterey cypress
hedges and an exotic garden.
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ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Church

Main Drain Road (North), Iona

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1940-

MAP: 31, 769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5779000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,3.7,8.7,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church
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HISTORY

The foundation stone of this church was laid 14 April 1940 by the Archbishop of Melbourne,
D Mannix, and the pastor was P Cremin1.
This building group, of which the church is a major focus, arose from the development of a
prosperous farming community at Iona after the drainage of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp.
Despite the early problems of swamp families, and a series of natural disasters of flood and
fire, the area became an important potato and dairying district.
The St. Joseph’s Catholic Church complex dominates the precinct with its collection of
buildings dating from the turn of the century to 1960. The buildings are most substantial for a
small rural community, reflecting the prosperity of Iona’s farming settlement.
The earliest building in the complex is the first church designed by the architect, T.A. Payne,
and opened in 1900, with 1903 additions of a Sanctuary, Sacristy and extensions to the main
hall. A presbytery was built adjacent in 1905, after the formation of a new Catholic Parish
centred on Iona. A third building, St. Columba’s Hall, was built next to the Church and
Presbytery and opened in 1906. 2

A convent was opened in Fourteen Mile Road in 1914 for the Sisters of the Order of St.
Joseph of the Sacred Heart. The sisters opened the first St. Joseph’s Parish School in the St.
Columba’s Hall in 1915.3 They also travelled to Cora Lynn to teach after the school was
built there in 1918.4

A new St. Columba’s Hall (the present Hall) was constructed in 1928, after the destruction of
the school hall in a 1927 fire. The second Iona Church, described by Archbishop Mannix as
`a magnificent building and a credit to the Parish of Iona,’ was opened on 14 April 1940 at a
ceremony attended by about 1,000 people.5 A later brick school building of three classrooms,
also part of the complex, was opened on 20 November 1960.

DESCRIPTION

This towered Modern Romanesque-styled church has a face-brick interior (manganese salt
glazed dado), exposed trusses, coloured terrazzo patterns in the floor, chain-hung lamps, and
an altar window dedicated to St Joseph next to the apse. The main roof form is gabled,
suggesting the basilican nave and side-aisle form, and the roof is tiled in a Marseilles pattern.
The tower roof is hipped, with crucifixes placed at the apex and also on the main gable.
The overall treatment is a stylised one with slotted windows in the tower flanked by ribbed
architraves and glazed with scalloped muntins. Cream contrasting bricks are also used as
spandrels. The tower parapet has a moulded cement frieze and the upper tower, which is
stepped back, has attic-style windows. Cement bands encircle the building at eaves and
ground level and the main window has geometric glazing is a simple rose pattern. The main
entry is via a convoluted archway.

CONDITION

The church is externally near original except for probable painting of the cement bands.

CONTEXT

The church is a major part of the St Joseph’s precinct and its tower can be seen over long
distances within the former swamp land. It is a landmark in the district and the complex as a
whole unusually large for what is otherwise a farming rather than urban district.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, constructed in 1940, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as
the major landmark building in an important religious complex associated with the
development of the district after the draining of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp.
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BUNYIP HALL

Hall

Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1942

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Bunyip Mechanics Institute; Pakenham Shire
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HISTORY

This Bunyip Township landmark was opened on 8 October 1942, on the site of the 1906
Mechanic’s Institute Public Hall. The former hall was totally destroyed by fire on 14 March
1940. Specifications for the new hall were drawn up by the firm, Cock and Gillespie, in 1940,
and a fresh tender prepared in 1942. The total cost was over £2,000.
Later, in 1977, the ownership of the Bunyip Mechanics Institute was transferred to the Shire
Council. On 16 August 1978, a public meeting elected the first Committee of Management.
In 1980, the main area of the hall and kitchen was extended and a new north side boundary
fence was constructed, at a cost of $34,251. On 30 June 1989, the official opening of the
renovated hall was held. In 1990, renovations were carried out to the supper room and
kitchen.1

A variety of social functions have been held in the hall.2

DESCRIPTION

This large gabled timber hall is distinguished by the projecting gabled porch with its Doric
order colonnade. There has however been an unrelated brick toilet addition which has
removed one of these columns. The roof is corrugated iron, the gable ends are clad with
fibrous cement sheet with cover straps, as are the upper walls above the weatherboard dado.
The doors are vertical boarded and ledge & braced and the windows to the earlier section,
double hung. Highlight windows are used in other wings.
The Greek revival styling of the hall was some 20 years behind the fashion but it nevertheless
stands out in the study area.

CONDITION

Given its staged development, the hall is externally near original but for the intrusive brick
toilet addition at the front and the consequent removal of the porch column, and the
overpainted brickwork.

CONTEXT

The hall is a major element in the Bunyip commercial and civic streetscape which dates
predominantly from this just prior to the hall’s construction era.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip Hall is of significance to the Cardinia Shire as a township landmark opened in 1942
on the site of the 1906 Mechanics Institute Public Hall. It has significance as an important
community centre over many years, within a prosperous town which was then the largest in
the Shire. The hall is an uncommon combination of building type, style and era within the
Shire, a Greek Revival public hall.
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RAILWAY HOTEL, FORMER STACEY’S HOTEL

Hotel

13 Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1924

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.3,8.4,9.15
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Stacey, Thomas; Berry, Joseph (builder)
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HISTORY

There was a grand opening in October 1924 of the New Railway Hotel, a substantial
two-storied brick building with 35 rooms.1 The new hotel was rated in 1924 to Thomas
Stacey, hotel keeper, and had the substantial valuation of £400.2

It was built by Joseph Berry (1861-1932), a local bricklayer, who constructed a number of
district hotels as well as St. Joseph’s Catholic School at Iona.3

Thomas Stacey (1847-1928), the hotel keeper, was born in Kent, England. He came to
Australia at an early age and lived in Tasmania for a number of years before coming to
Victoria. Stacey was employed for 24 years at the Shamrock Brewery in Abbotsford. He
married in 1882 and came to Bunyip in 1890, purchasing the block of land on which the
Railway Hotel is situated. In 1912, Stacey held the license of the earlier Railway Hotel
destroyed by fire in 1924. Previously, he owned a butcher’s shop and residence in Garfield.
Stacey was a well known local resident, started the first St. Patrick’s Day Sports held in the
district, and was the owner of the original racecourse. He is buried in the Bunyip Cemetery.4

Later licensees of the New Railway Hotel included A.M. Cain in the 1960s. In March and
August 1971, $10,000 was spent on alterations to the hotel’s interior.5

DESCRIPTION

This two-storey red brick Bungalow form hotel has a two level timber framed verandah,
shingled and strutted gables, double-hung multi-paned windows and cement ornamentation
which includes the name of the hotel is raised cement letters `Stacey’s Hotel’. The ground
level of the verandah is treated like a pergola, with paired timber posts, shaped rafter ends
projecting from the fascia and tapered cemented piers. The verandah balustrade is also
shingled and the roof clad with corrugated iron.

CONDITION

The hotel is generally externally original, except for the new name panel placed on the
verandah and the sheeting over the balustrade shingles.

CONTEXT

The hotel is a major contributing element in the locally and regionally important Bunyip
commercial streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s-1930s.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Railway Hotel, former Stacey’s Hotel, is significant to Cardinia Shire, as a building that has
functioned as an important district hotel from its grand opening in October 1924. It has
significance, too, as an example of the work of Joseph Berry, the local bricklayer who built a
number of district hotels as well as St Joseph’s Catholic School at Iona. The Railway Hotel
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also has associations with Thomas Stacey, hotelkeeper, who came to Bunyip in 1890 and ran
an earlier Railway Hotel on the site, destroyed by fire. The present Railway Hotel site has
been an important element in Bunyip’s commercial centre for more than 170 years.
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BUNYIP NEWSAGENCY

Shop

18 Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1930

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Flett, Robert I

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 203



HISTORY

The site of this shop was associated with the Flett Bros., storekeepers, from about 1911. In
that year, an earlier shop owned by B.H. Williams was occupied by the Flett Bros., grocers.1

John Flett, storekeeper, was rated for the shop from 1913 until 1918.2 During these years
John was in partnership with his brother, Robert Irvine Flett. From the 1920s until his death
in 1959, Robert Irvine Flett was rated as the owner/occupier of the Main Street Shop.3

Flett’s Store was rebuilt, most probably circa 1926, after the devastating Bunyip township fire
of that year. Denise Nest also suggests there was damage to the premises in 1930.4 The
1926-27 rate records confirmed a huge increase that year in the valuation of the shop, which
doubled in value from £40 to £85 NAV.5 Valuer’s records confirm a rebuilding date of 25
August 1930.
In 1957 R.I. Flett, retired, was rated for the last time.6 His estate was rated in 1959.7 Robert

Irvine Flett (1877-1959, son of a Scottish ship’s carpenter, was born In Warrnambool. He
began his working life as a clerk in Warrnambool and Melbourne. Flett married Elizabeth
Bruce and in 1910 the couple moved to Bunyip with their children, Marjorie, Colin and Alan.
They had bought the General Store in Main Street, which Robert ran with his brother, John.
They stocked grocery lines, china, glassware, kitchenware, as well as paint, bulk wheat,
maize and oats. Grocery and bulk deliveries were made throughout the district by horse and
cart, regardless of the weather. Robert and Elizabeth built a private residence in a’Beckett
Road.
Flett was involved in community life and was associated with the Presbyterian Church,
Progress Association, Tennis and Golf Club, Mechanics Institute, Bunyip Show Committee
and the Bunyip Cemetery Trust.8

In the late 1960s, the Bunyip Red Cross occupied the shop at 18 Main Street, still owned by
the Robert I. Flett Estate.9 In 1986, the property was described as a shop with a skillion at the
rear. It was rated to C.B. Flett, General Store, and the Bunyip Red Cross was listed still as an
occupier.10 In March 1990, the Red Cross was relocated to High Street, Bunyip.11

DESCRIPTION

Like 19 and 20-22, this is a parapeted shop with cantilever awning, recessed entries and tiled
shopfronts which resemble 18 and 20-22 Main St. The cemented parapet with its high Dutch
gabled form again appears to from the Edwardian-era or 1920s and resembles 19 closely. The
shopfronts are typical of the 1930s.

CONDITION

The shop is generally externally original.

CONTEXT

The shop is a contributing element in the locally and regionally important Bunyip commercial
streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s-1930s.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip Newsagency is significant to Cardinia Shire as a c1926 shop associated with
Bunyip’s commercial centre which provided services to the surrounding farming district. The
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1 Shire of Berwick RB 1911-12, Pakenham Riding No. 1903.
2 Ibid. 1913-14 No. 645; 19 18-19 No. 1262.
3 Shire of Berwick rate records.
4 Nest, D. Call of Bunyip, p.24.
5 Shire of Berwick RB 1926-27 No. 4062.
6 Ibid. 1957 No. 502.
7 Ibid. 1959-1963 No. 650.
8 Nest, p.154.
9 Shire of Berwick RB 1969-1972 No. 650.
10 Ibid. 1986. Dec.
11 Nest. pp.114-115.



Flett Brothers were notable district residents who ran a store in what is now known as the
Bunyip Newsagency and rebuilt it in the 1930s. The Bunyip Red Cross also occupied part of
the building in the 1960s and remained there until it was relocated in 1990.
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BAKEHOUSE, FORMER DRAPER’S SHOP

Shop

19 Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1931 ?

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Williams, Annie; Rice, James
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HISTORY

A draper’s shop owned by B.H. Williams of Caulfield, and occupied by James Hadley Rice,
storekeeper, was rated for the first time in 1925.1 By 1928 the annual valuation had doubled,
increasing from £40 to £80. 2

It is thought that the shop may have been destroyed by fire in 1930.3 From 1931 until 1937,
the owner was Mrs Annie Williams of South Yarra. Rice, the storekeeper, was the occupier
still.4 The valuation did not increase at this time.
Later owners were Amy Forsyth and Elizabeth Leckie of Caulfield until the early 1940s,
when Leckie of Lindfield, N.S.W., was the sole owner. The shop continued to be occupied
by storekeepers. Frederick Macauley was there from 1938 until 1940, and R.B. Gowans from
1941 until 1950.
During the 1950s, the shop was owned by Mavis Ruby Juniper, storekeeper, and then by
Cecil Owen, draper. Mrs J. Phillips was the owner in the early 1960s, when the shop was
occupied by P.L. and H.M. Kern, drapers. F.W. and D.E. Mitchell, general drapers, were
owner/occupiers in the late 1960s and early 1970s.5

DESCRIPTION

Like 20-22, this is a parapeted shop with cantilever awning, recessed entries and tiled
shopfronts which resemble 18 and 20-22 Main St. The brick parapet (over-painted), with its
high Dutch gabled form again appears to from the Edwardian-era or 1920s but this apparently
is not the case. The shopfronts are typical of the 1930s.

CONDITION

The shop is externally near original except for the painted brickwork.

CONTEXT

The shop is a contributing element in the locally and regionally important Bunyip commercial
streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s-1930s.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Bakehouse, which was built as a draper’s shop in 1925, and may have been rebuilt in
c1930, is significant to Cardinia Shire as an example of a 1930s shop that was a key element
in Bunyip’s commercial centre. The building was occupied by various storekeepers over a
long period, and is still part of Bunyip’s commercial centre. It has significance, too, for its
associations with James Hadley Rice and Mrs Annie Williams who were among the earlier
storekeepers.
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1 Shire of Berwick RB 1925-26 Pakenham Riding No. 3714.
2 Ibid. 1929-29, No. 1427.
3 Nest, D.. Call of the Bunyip . p.24.
4 Shire of Berwick RB 1931-32 No. 4173; 1938-38 No. 252.
5 Shire of Berwick rate records.



NATHAN’S SHOP ROW (3 SHOPS)

Shops

20- 22 Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1936

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Nathan, Percy John; Pound, Phillip Hugh
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HISTORY

Although this group of three shops was associated for many years with Phillip Hugh (Hugh)
Pound, the first owner in 1937 was Percy John Nathan of Irymple. 1 The shops were built on
the site of an earlier shop owned by Mrs Kate Botterill.2

Valuer’s records claim that Hugh Pound established the Main Street business in the 1930s.
Born in Bedfordshire, England, in 1914, Hugh came to Australia with his parents and brother
Alec in 1926. After several years in the north-west Mallee, near Mildura, Hugh joined his
parents in Warragul. In 1936, Hugh came to Bunyip to manage a radio shop, that also sold
bicycles and white goods. At this time he was in partnership with Eric Ballantyne. The
partnership was dissolved in August 1936, Hugh operating the business on his own until the
outbreak of the Second World War. He served in the Army for four years.3

Hugh Pound was not listed in district rate records as an occupier of one of Nathan’s Main
Street shops until Nathan’s death in the early 1950s. In 1952 when the property was
transferred to J.P. Nathan, Pound was recorded as occupier.4 Hugh became the rated owner of
the three shops in 1955.5

According to Denise Nest, Hugh was joined by Peter Ure in early 1958, the pair running the
business until mid 1964. Ure then took over the business, trading as Pound and Ure. Hugh
continued as assistant for several years until Noel Kinder took over.6

Pakenham Riding rate and valuer’s records confirm Pound’s ownership of the three shops as
late as 1986 when 20-22 Main Street were occupied by Peter Ure and Noel Kinder, ladies’
hairdresser. It was claimed in that year that `...originally P.H. Pound established the
business’. Hugh Pound was active in a number of community groups. He was Secretary of
the Cemetery Trust; Secretary/Treasurer of St. Thomas’ Church Parochial Council for 20
years; organist at St. Thomas’ for 25 years; member of the Shelley Memorial Hospital Board
of Management for 18 years and Government Nominee. He was an Honorary J.P. for 30
years.7

DESCRIPTION

This parapeted row of brick shops (3) with recessed entrances and tiled shopfronts and
cantilever awnings, appears more like the Edwardian-era or 1920s above the canopy line.
The red brick pedimented parapets of 20 and 22 allude to the Edwardian-era although the
more severe stepped centre parapet is more typical of the 1920s. Only the black-tiled
shopfronts are of the 1930s, with their check friezes, white ventilators, glazed doors. and
metal joinery.

CONDITION

These shops are externally near original except for details such as the roof drainage.

CONTEXT

The shop row is a major element in the locally and regionally important Bunyip commercial
streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s-1930s.
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1 Nest, D. Call of the Bunyip, pp.191-192; Shire of Berwick RB 1937-38 Pakenham Riding Nos. 751, 3465, 3466.
2 ibid. 1935-36 No. 3458 NAV £12.
3 Nest. P.191.
4 Shire of Berwick RB 1952-1953 Nos. 954, 955, 956.
5 Ibid. 1955 Nos. 1070, 1071, 1072.
6 Nest, pp. 191, 192.
7 Nest, p.192.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Nathan’s shop row, which dates from 1937, is significant to Cardinia Shire as an example of
the commercial centres that developed in the shire townships this century. The row has
historical significance, too, for its associations with Hugh Pound who ran his business there
for many years from the 1930s. This brick shop row is a major element in the regionally
significant Bunyip commercial streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s and
1930s.
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RAILWAY HOTEL, NOW TOP PUB

Hotel

23 Main Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.15
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Eldridge, Margaret

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 211



HISTORY

The Railway Hotel, a second major hotel in Bunyip’s Main Street, was rated first in 1924-25
to Margaret Eldridge and had a valuation of £2001. The allotment the hotel occupies was
originally granted to J Egan in 1872, an early owner of a number of town blocks2.
Formerly known as the Railway Hotel, it is now commonly known as the Top Pub. This is
perhaps to distinguish it from another important hotel in Bunyip’s Main Street. In October
1924, there was a grand opening for Stacey’s New Railway Hotel, which stood on the site of
an earlier Railway Hotel destroyed by fire.3

Extensions were carried out to the Top Pub in 1971 when Alan Wilson was the owner and
J.A. and E.L. Walsgott, the occupiers.4

DESCRIPTION

This two story verandahed hotel is built with red brick and roofed in a Dutch-hipped manner
with corrugated-iron. The wide timber verandah across the front is two-storey and is
supported on paired posts. The picket balustrade is new.

CONDITION

The front elevation at ground-floor level has been changed and the picket verandah balustrade
is new.

CONTEXT

The hotel is a major (if altered) element in the locally and regionally important Bunyip
commercial streetscape which emanates largely from the 1920s-1930s.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Although altered, the former Railway Hotel, built in 1924-25 for Margaret Eldridge, is locally
significant as a gathering place over a long period in Bunyip. The hotel is significant, also, as
a major( if altered) element in the locally and regionally significant Bunyip commercial
streetscape which emanates mainly from the 1920s and 1930s.
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1 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-5, 3611
2 Bunyip town plan
3 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-25 Pakenham Riding NO. 3630; Call of the Bunyip, p.198.
4 Shire of Cardinia. Valuation Cards. The extensions cost $6,000.



COFFEE PALACE, NOW TAKE AWAY FOOD STORE

& RESIDENCE

Shop, Cafe, Guest House

Main Street, Gembrook

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925c-

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: McNulty, Mr & Mrs. Patrick; Hickey, Mrs C.G.
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HISTORY

Coffee Palaces, like many guest houses, were founded on temperance principles, although
some guest houses offered local quality wines at their tables. Coffee Palaces, however, were
always unlicensed premises, offering accommodation to individual travellers, and were
regarded as `salubrious accommodation for family groups’.1

Numbers of Coffee Palaces were opened in Victoria’s resort towns in the 1920s. This was a
decade in which such towns flourished, particularly in mountainous and seaside areas.
Coffee palaces were established within the Shire of Berwick in the 1920s at Gembrook and
Pakenham. The popularity of coffee palaces continued into the 1950s and 1960s. There
were 25 in Victoria in 1959, and 19 still in 1969.2

The Gembrook Coffee Palace was listed for the first time in the 1923-24 Beaconsfield Riding
rate records. The property was owned by Patrick (or Paddy) McNulty, blacksmith, and Mrs.
Elizabeth G. McNulty.3 However, the building was probably not completed until the
following year, when the valuation increased from £15 to £50 4 The valuation was £50 still
in 1935-36.5 Genseric Parker writes of the McNulty family where Patrick McNulty built
`what was called the Coffee Palace’ after the First War. The building adjoined and absorbed
Kidd’s old blacksmith shop at the corner which became a confectionery shop. There were
public dining rooms on the east of this and bedrooms on the west. The McNultys lived at the
rear while Mrs. McNulty took in boarders, opening her dining rooms for weekend visitors.
The two-storey part of this building was thought to have been built by Vere Carter in the mid
1920s6. McNulty built a new blacksmith’s shop at the rear of this block, opposite the fire
station, being the second in town after Kermond (he is remembered for aiding the
construction of a dug-out on the Black Snake Creek for Russell’s mill [q.v.] in 19407). The
mill horses generated plenty of custom. True to the image of blacksmiths, McNulty was a
large man with a `great sense of humour’.
The McNulty property was identified as a Coffee Palace for the first time in the 1933-34
Beaconsfield Riding rate records.8 The 1937 Sands & McDougall Directory listed J. Hickey
as proprietor of the Gembrook Coffee Palace in that year. Rate records confirmed that in
1940-41, the McNultys were living at Glenrowan and B. Smith was running the Gembrook
Coffee Palace. 9 The property was sold for £350 in 1943 to Mrs C.G. Hickey.10

Gembrook resident, and member of one of the district’s oldest families, John Russell,
remembers Mrs. Hickey running the Gembrook Coffee Palace. Others remember the weekend
railway tourists who took refreshments at the Coffee Palace while the train was prepared for
its return journey11.

DESCRIPTION

This weatherboard gabled building appears to contain a number of construction stages which
include the gable wing along the side frontage, another small gabled section at the rear and a
two-level wing in the centre of the block with a monitor roof form. Windows and joints along
the side wall reflect different stages even within this wing. There is what appears to be a
show window in the front and a skillion form street verandah (rebuilt/new); another section
adjoins on the east.
Monterey pines appear to be in the rear yard of the property.
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1 G. Moylan and P. Watt. Holiday Guest Houses. A State-wide Typological Survey. 1994, p.3.
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4 Ibid. 1925-26. No. 1141.
5 Ibid. 1935-36. No. 1323.
6 Parker, p.30-1
7 Ibid.
8 RB1933-34 No. 1302.
9 Ibid. 1940-41. No. 1408.
10 Ibid. 1943-44. No. 1368.
11 H Ronald, 1996 pers. com.



CONDITION

The building has been erected in many stages but little specific is known about any one of
them. An iron chimney has extended the corbelled brick chimney (overpainted), rooflights
have been added, part of the roofing is missing at the rear and repairs have been done to the
two-level section recently.

CONTEXT

The former coffee palace relates to the nearby Ranges Hotel, the Gembrook station site and
former Gembrook store as forming the core of old Gembrook.

SIGNIFICANCE:

This former Coffee Palace, (later a Take Away Food store & residence) is significant to the
locality of Gembrook as a surviving example of the coffee palaces opened in many Victorian
resort towns in the 1920s and one of the early buildings in the town. This building,
presumably founded on temperance principles like other coffee palaces, has significance also
for its associations with locally prominent persons such as Patrick McNulty and his wife, the
first owners, and in the 1930s with the Hickeys.
It also reflects the surge in tourism to the town after World War One which was greatly
enhanced by the new railway and Gembrook’s role as its terminus. The former coffee palace
with the nearby Ranges Hotel, Gembrook station site and the former Gembrook store form
the core of old Gembrook. All these places have landmark qualities.
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GEMBROOK STATE SCHOOL NO. 2506, OAKS ETC.

School, Trees

Main Street, Gembrook

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1915,1922

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Government
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HISTORY

The early history of State education in Gembrook illustrates the problems facing country
school children last century, particularly the provision of adequate school buildings for small
rural communities.
In January 1879, children from Gembrook and Emerald shared State School 2110, each group
using the building half of the time. John Augustus Noble was Head Teacher for both.
Eighteen months later, in July 1880, Emerald became a full-time school under Noble.
Gembrook was then paired with Gembrook South No. 2155, which had opened 13 months
earlier in a church. The new teacher, Alex G. Gough, had to ride 12 miles to Gembrook on
alternate days.
By 1883, the number of pupils at Gembrook was sufficient to apply for full-time schooling.
Anne Hamilton conducted classes at Gembrook SS No. 2506 in `the original leased hut’. In
November 1884, the school moved into a better, but still leased building, the Union Church.
However, from September 1885 until 1888, the Gembrook School reverted to a half-time
school day with Gembrook South. It only became full-time again in 1889, with an average
attendance of 26, taught by Walter Biltson.
As settlement in the Gembrook area increased with the opening of the narrow gauge railway
in 1900, a new town centre grew up around the railway station. This was followed by
agitation to move the school to the new centre. In January 1906, the Gembrook School
opened in a building in the main street.1

Finally, in 1915, a one-room school (26’6’ x 24’ holding 5 rows of 5 desks) Gembrook No.
2506, was opened on a 41/2 acre site in the township at a cost of £383/2/-.2 The head teacher
was Jane C Wilson3. Such schools were usually built to a common design. The first
schoolroom is shown before 1922 as a gabled weatherboarded building with multi-paned sash
windows topped by hopper sashes in four bays. There was a skillion at the rear with the
double entrance doors and highlight windows along the side walls4. A garden plot is visible in
front of the school, possibly holding some of today’s plants.
Burchell’s survey described the Gembrook School as of the `improved Glenmore type,’
popular between 1913 and 1917. He identified 23 similar schools in Victoria, including
one-room schools at Paynesville, Yannathan South and Sassafras, all opened in 1914. These
schools had similar dimensions and were capable of accommodating 50 pupils. The earlier
`Glenmore type’ seated between 20 and 30 pupils.5

Later, in 1922, a second room was added to the Gembrook School and classes were conducted
in the memorial hall while it was in construction. The hall was opposite Gembrook Park,
separated only by an an open paddock, and this provided pupils with an extended play area.
The head teacher up until this date was Frederick Bayne6.
A third room was added in 1957 and a fourth in 1968.7

DESCRIPTION

The early sections of this school comprise the two weatherboard gabled classroom sections
(1915, 1922), each fitted with a tall brick chimneys to one side and large multi-pane window
groups in the end walls. On the west side of this pair is the more prosaic and visually
unrelated skillion roof school from the 1960s.
Related planting includes: Arbutus unedo (Irish strawberry); Quercus robur (English oak); Prunus

serrulata (Japanese flowering cherry, 7, possibly 1920s-30s) and Acacia melanoxylon (blackwood)
which may be residual vegetation.
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2 L. Burchell. Survey of One-Room State Schools. 1900-1940, p.17; Parker, p.34-
3 Parker, p.37
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5 Burchell, pp. i, ii.
6 Parker, p.37
7 Vision and Realisation Vol. 3 p.1231.



CONDITION

The various stages appear in externally near original condition but the 1968 wing has been
clumsily joined to the earlier two matching classrooms. The chain wire front fence
presumably replaces an earlier picket or paling fence.

CONTEXT

The site is towards the edge of the town on the hill and contains some mature exotic trees
(including oaks).

SIGNIFICANCE:

Gembrook State School 2506, built in 1915 with additions in 1922, 1957 and 1968, is of
significance to the locality of Gembrook as a key and long-term public building . The
original section of the building, which opened as a one-room school, is significant as an
example among the many schools of this type built for small country communities at the
time. The mature mainly exotic trees (including oaks) associated with the school are also of
contributory significance.
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RANGES HOTEL & TREES

Hotel, Trees

Main Street, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1894-

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,8.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Sykes, Jessie
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HISTORY

There have been many changes made over the years to The Ranges Hotel, a district landmark
in Main Street, Gembrook. The latest changes in the 1980s included the incorporation of
motel additions.
Jessie Sykes was the first owner listed for this hotel (or part of it) on a two acre site in Lot 16
Part of Crown Allotment A11; this was in 1894 1. It was reputedly run by McMahon around
1900 and later, in 1907, it was owned by Frederick Pitt, hotel keeper, and the increased
valuation then suggests that it may have been expanded after the opening of the railway2 In
1913, after Fred’s brother, Howard G. Pitt, hotel keeper became the owner, the valuation of
the hotel almost doubled, suggesting further substantial additions or a complete rebuilding.3

Reputedly, Fred ran the hotel at first but went to the First War, leaving Howard to take over.
Howard subdivided land in the main street, adjacent to the hotel, in c1920, leaving 10 acres
around the hotel. He gave one of the blocks for use as the Memorial Hall site and developed a
public stock and produce market on part of the hotel grounds. Nearby land was farmed by his
son Fred after the war, providing for the hotel’s table as well as the market. Genseric Parker
writes of the garden and trees established around the hotel during the Pitt occupation,
including rhododendrons, camellias and large trees.
An advertisement for the hotel included the following attributes: it was 1050 feet above sea
level among pure mountain air and fern gullies; there were romantic walks and picturesque
scenery; shooting, fishing, tennis and billiards and a dark room for amateur photography. The
hotel then had 30 rooms and 200 feet of `spacious verandahs’ and a `pic-nic hall’
accommodating 3004. `Gem-brook’ was `the Health and Beaty Spot of Victoria’. Up to three
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Early view of hotel showing the extended bullnose profile precursor to today’s verandah and associated picket fence but
without the extension on the left-hand end (Parker, p.28 from D Saunder’s collection)

1 RB1894, 509 NAV £35
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1907-08 Beaconsfield Riding No. 487 NAV £70
3 Ibid. 1913-14. No. 2767. NAV £100.
4 Parker, p.27



train loads arrived daily on some weekends, filling the hotel its dining room and the gardens1.
Timber workers would fill the bar during seasonal peek periods.
The major part of the existing hotel may date from 1921 when J.T. and Mrs C.M. Beacham,
hotelkeepers, took over the hotel. The valuation in that year rose to £215.2 In 1925, an
Italian Peter Patroni, kept the Gembrook hotel, reputedly returning to Italy periodically to
attend a vineyard he owned there.3

Some idea of how the hotel looked in its heyday before the 1980s additions may be found in
early photographs such as one early this century showing the south face, with its open
bull-nose verandahs and projecting gabled porch bearing the sign `Pic-nic Hall...’. Bare gum
trunks are in the background (ring-barked?).
A 1940s photograph appeared in an advertisement for the hotel in Where to go in Victoria. a
country hotel, guest and boarding house guide for tourists prepared by the Victorian Tourist
Bureau. Titled `Patroni’s Ranges Hotel, Gembrook,’ the building is described as `beautifully
situated’ near the railway station, with `every attention to comfort provided for visitors’.
Specially noted were the `200 feet of Spacious Balcony overlooking beautiful Gardens,
Tennis Court and Fern Gully’. The advertisement told of the `Beautiful Large Dining Room
seating 50 people,’ and the excellent meals, fresh milk and cream, fruit in season, hot and
cold baths, and motor garage. Patroni, the proprietor, was described as `late of Pier Hotel,
Frankston; No. 1 Rest Home, and Menzies Hotel’.4 The photo shows guests leaning over the
verandah, looking down into a well-established garden area.
Recent alterations and additions made in the 1980s to accommodate motel development, have
radically changed the appearance of the Ranges Hotel. The earlier weatherboard hotel now
incorporates a motel extension carried out at a cost of $120,000. The hotel is currently owned
by Connellan Industries P/L and leased to RJ & MD Sutton Nominees P/L.5

DESCRIPTION

This is a long weatherboarded gabled roof structure which once faced its wide verandah to the
south down the hill away from the street. This verandah is now enclosed and added to leaving
the main facade facing towards the former railway station ground, with its new convex street
verandah. The roofline shows the apex of a hipped roof section in the main ridge which has
been absorbed by additions to the east and west. The corbel-top brick chimney is early and
presumably has also been absorbed in a new roof leve at an early datel. Much of the exterior
and interior have been rebuilt or renovated although the openings along the street retain the
character of an early hotel building, with multiple doors and double-hung windows. New
picket fencing has been erected to the side of the hotel.
Photographs from the 1920s show the main elevated south-facing verandah with its fretted
and panelled frieze, shallow timber brackets, turned verandah posts with square bases, a
gablet set centrally into the verandah roof, and a slatted balustrade. Views of the 1950s also
show a skillion profile north-facing street verandah supported on brick piers, presumably
replacing the earlier bullnose verandah (gone). Another undated view of the hotel, from the
corner of Redwood Road, shows a much smaller building (minus the eastern extension and
enclosed and added to verandah) bushy side garden, a paling fence with a picket gate set
between tall capped posts and verandah striping to the street verandah and the return shaped
verandah on the south and east faces6.
Inside, there is the notable dining room with its chamfered ceiling, painted decoration and the
fireplace, with its iron grate depicting fire gods in cast-iron. This space is one of the few well
preserved elements in the hotel and is unmatched in the Shire.
The east side garden survives in part in the form of Trachycarpus fortuneii (Chusan palm), a large
Ulmus x hollandica (Dutch elm), large Camellia japonica (camellia) and the tree ferns may also be
original or early plantings.
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6 photos held by current licensee, displayed on hotel wall



CONDITION

Given the above major changes, the hotel is good external condition but dates from a number
of stages, with enclosed verandahs and a new convex street verandah. There have been
changes in detail inside and out.

CONTEXT

The hotel has the character of early Gembrook and relates to the former Gembrook stores and
the coffee palace, together forming the early core of the town. It is sited directly across from
the former station which brought so many of its clients.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Ranges Hotel, which in a lesser form was first owned in 1894 by Jessie Sykes, is of
significance to the Cardinia Shire as an important early hotel associated with Gembrook’s
development as a major resort. The hotel has significance, too, for its associations with the
arrival of rail services to the area when the hotel appears to have doubled in size. It has
associations with the Pitt brothers and Peter Patroni, hotel keeper, who ran the Ranges Hotel
as a major tourist attraction during its heyday in the 1920s.
Despite many alterations and additions in the 1980s to accommodate a motel extension, the
1890s hotel, with the former Gembrook store and coffee palace nearby, retains something of
the character of early Gembrook.
The dining room and the mature trees are regionally notable.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 222



SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, MONTEREY

PINES

Church, Trees

93 Main Street, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire),T

ESTIMATED DATE: 1922

MAP: 10
EAST AMG: 373000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church; Vanheems, Gerald William
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HISTORY

Although other denominations built churches in Gembrook last century, the Catholics, the
`eastern outpost of the Fern Tree Gully Parish’, held masses in private houses until the early
1920s. The story of how the local parishioners, still numbering only 15 families in 1920,
worked to built the Sacred Heart Church at Gembrook is told in an article in The Advocate dated
29 June 1922.

The writer tells how `...with a zeal that would be a credit to a larger district,’ collected £300 in
less than a year as the first instalment towards the building fund. A block of township land
was purchased as the site.

The new timber church, designed by the notable Melbourne architect, Gerald William
Vanheems, cost £825. It was blessed by Archbishop Mannix on 9 July 1922, many coming
up from Melbourne for the ceremony.1 The builder is said to have been an Anglican, a Mr.
Twyord2. Of the three churches at Gembrook, this one was perhaps the best attended, with the
local Italian market gardening community being numerous3.

The designing architect is of particular significance for his designs, with Connelly, in
1937-38, for additions to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in East Melbourne. This work included the
completion of the central tower and spine, and designs for a new front entrance and grille
alterations to the existing porch. From the turn of the century, Vanheems was associated with
designs for numbers of Roman Catholic buildings, including the Benalla Convent and St.
Joseph’s Convent in Richmond (1901), and an R.C. school at Geelong West in 1911.
Vanheems also designed numbers of residences in Melbourne’s suburbs. He was elected a
member of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects in June 1923, the year after the opening
of the Gembrook Church.4

DESCRIPTION

This is a gabled Arts & Crafts style timber church with an ornamental trussed gable and
round window (new glass) over the gabled porch entry. Windows are tall double-hung and
hopper type with square heads in the front and pointed profiles at the side. The eaves are
strutted, the rafter expressed and the roof of corrugated iron. There is also an ornamental
porch entry to the side, set in a gabled win which has the appearance of an earlier building.
There is a group of mature Monterey pines at the rear but no front fence (presumed picket).

CONDITION

The church is externally near original except for the fence and glass.

CONTEXT

The church is one of the oldest buildings in Gembrook and, with the coffee palace, hotel, and
stores adds greatly to the character of the town.
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3 ibid.
4 M.B. Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, 1990.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, a gabled Arts and Crafts style timber church constructed in
1922 from the designs of the notable Melbourne architect, Gerald W. Vanheems, has
significance for Cardinia Shire as a major public building. Externally near original and
skilfully designed, the church has architectural significance for its associations with
Vanheems,who designed numbers of Roman Catholic buildings throughout Victoria from the
turn of the century. Vanheems, with Connelly, was particularly notable for the design in
1937-38 of additions to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in East Melbourne.
The church has historical significance as one of the earliest buildings in Gembrook and, with
the Ranges Hotel, the former coffee palace and store, adds greatly to the character of the
town. The associated Monterey pines also have contributory significance for their type and
age.
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PAKENHAM HOTEL

Hotel

Main Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1928-9

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.15
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Shankly, J; Shankly, Mrs E.
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HISTORY

In June 1928, J. Shankly, the owner of the Pakenham Hotel, decided to replace the existing
building with a new one, which he claimed would be `...one of the most up-to-date hotels
outside the City’. The chosen architect, Harry W. Johnson, of Collins Street, Melbourne, had
already prepared plans. The new hotel would be `a fine two-storey brick building roofed with
tiles and having a frontage of approximately 70 feet to Main Street’. The plans provided for
about 30 main rooms, besides bathroom, pantries, etc., and `...all modern conveniences,
including sewerage’. The specifications had been prepared and the approval of the Licensing
Board gained.1 This was the site of the Gembrook Hotel which was pictured in early
photographs; the name is thought to have changed to Pakenham Hotel when the railway went
through2.
On 20 July 1928, Johnson called for tenders for `The Erection of New Brick Hotel,
Pakenham, for Mrs E. Shankly’. It was claimed in another article that `The new hotel will be
one of the most modern outside the metropolitan area’.3 Cartwright and Westcott were
appointed as the successful tenderers and in August `commenced pulling down the old
building’.4

Some months later the contractors reported that work was progressing well. Plasterers,
plumbers and painters had started work, and everything was `...ready for roofing the building
when tiles arrive next week’. It was expected that portion of the building would be ready for
occupation in January 1929, and the new Hotel would be completed by February 1929.5

The hotel was listed in tourist guides, the area being described as a grazing and dairying
district on the Toomuc Creek6. The hotel was listed in the 1950s as the business of ME & JD
Purves, with accommodation for 18 and a daily tariff of 40/-7. The district had changed
slightly in character, being now `prosperous and busy’ with fruit growing and industry.

DESCRIPTION

This two-storey red brick and stucco Spanish style hotel is sited next to the railway and near
the station. Roofed in a hipped form with Marseilles pattern tiles, the hotel has a cemented
and scrolled parapeted element central to what is a near symmetrical main elevation. The
upper part of this element has a an arcaded balcony, with wrought-iron balustrading, and the
lower half is flanked by deep scrolls. Openings in this section include two windows and a
door set within a segment-arched alcove. Windows in the flanking facade have arched
cemented detailing above 6 of the 7 windows, in the form of architrave and tympanum, and
the sills of each are stop-chamfered. The other window has a segment arched opening with a
cemented and scrolled architrave over; the glazing is in leadlight patterns. Upper windows are
multi-paned with plainer cemented sills and lintels. A hipped and tiled roof brick
single-storey wing is attached on the north, with a minor alteration at its junction with the
main building.

CONDITION

The hotel is remarkably near externally original except for an added but detached drive in
bottle shop and what may have been an early and visually related single-level addition, on the
north. This addition (?) has been itself altered at the corner and new signs added to the hotel
roof.
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CONTEXT

The hotel is sited at the end of the shopping centre, next to the railway and near the station,
has a semi-mature Norfolk Island pine (Araucaria heterophylla) at the rear, and a mature
cordyline at the front of the building: both are contributory to the history of the place.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Hotel, built in 1928-29 on a traditional hotel site, is of significance to the Cardinia
Shire as an important meeting place for the district farming community and one of the town’s
most substantial and modern buildings over a long period. The building is architecturally
significant and an example of the work of Melbourne architect, Harry W. Johnson, who
designed this two-storey red brick and stucco Spanish style building. The hotel has landmark
qualities and is an important public building located at the end of the shopping centre, next to
the railway and near to the station from where much of its trade arrived. The pine and the
cordyline are both contributory to the history of the place.
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KINGS PICTURE THEATRE

Theatre

Main Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1927-8

EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.5,9.13
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Lawrence Brothers
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HISTORY

This former 1920s picture theatre, one of a number built in the Shire during that decade, still
stands behind a shop row in Main Street, Pakenham. Prior to its construction, pictures were
shown in Pakenham’s Mechanics Institute. It was announced in the local press in March
1928 that the screening of King’s Pictures’ `Popular Programs in Pakenham’ would be
suspended until their `New Picture Hall in Main Street’ was ready for use. Readers were
earlier informed then an excellent site had been secured `in Main Street next to the old post
office’ where `a commodious up-to-date picture theatre’ would be erected. 1

Three months later, work commenced, T.N. Ellis being the contractor. The new hall was to
be 70 feet long by 40 feet wide and would accommodate 450 people. The writer described
the building in these words:

`The construction will be chiefly of fire-proof materials - the outside walls of fibrous asbestos
cement sheet and the inside walls and ceilings of fibrous plaster. This method is being largely
adopted at the present time for such buildings’.

`A first class dancing floor is to be laid down and a commodious stage erected, with scenery and
other accessories. The intention is to later on thoroughly equip the building as a dancing and
concert hall, as well as an up-to-date picture theatre, so that high-class entertainments can be
presented with proper facilities.’2

It was explained that the theatre site had `...a frontage away from the weather and space
enough for two shops in front’.3

By August, the new picture and dance hall was `practically finished’. It was to be known as
`The King’s Theatre’. By this time, a player piano had been installed, of the same make as
the one used at Berwick Pictures.4

The opening took place on 7 September, patrons being asked to park vehicles at the rear of the
Theatre and to avoid parking them in Main Street.5

The new theatre was not only used for showing popular movies of the period, and later,
`talkies’, but Saturday night dances were held with Anderson’s jazz band providing the
music.6 Other functions were also held there such as the Annual Catholic Ball in August
1928 with music provided by `Donnellon’s Lilac Domino Four (late Embassy, Melbourne)’.7

The King’s Theatre was a popular venue still in the 1950s. During the Back to Pakenham
celebrations in March 1951, there were pictures shown there, a `Combined
Inter-Denominational Service’, a `Grand Back to Pakenham Ball’, and community singing
one night after a day of `Personal Pilgrimages to Sentimental Sites’.8 During this period the
Lawrence Brothers operated the theatre and installed a sloping floor to enhance view lines in
the face of competition from television9.

DESCRIPTION

This former theatre is currently recognisable as a high, pitched-roof building on the west side
of Main Street, with new single-level shops added along the street frontage. The interior is
thought to be still possibly intact, with pressed metal cladding.

CONDITION

The front of the theatre has been redeveloped as shops.
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5 Ibid. 9 Sept. 1927.
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9 D Jackson, pers.com.



CONTEXT

The theatre is isolated in what is now a recently built commercial strip.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Kings Picture Theatre,which opened in September 1927, is of significance to the locality of
Pakenham as a popular recreational venue over many years. It has significance, too, as a rare
survivor of a number of picture theatres built in the shire during the 1920s. The theatre
building was used for many local functions in its heyday, including Saturday night dances,
balls, the Annual Catholic Ball, and community singing.
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PAKENHAM GAZETTE & BERWICK CITY NEWS

OFFICES, RESIDENCE

Offices, House

96 Main Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire), Local (house)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1935

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.9,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Thomas, Albert E; Thomas, Beatrice
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HISTORY

These buildings, brick offices and an adjoining weatherboard residence, have historical
importance for their associations with the district newspaper, with the Thomas family who
established it, and with Beatrice Thomas, who broke new ground by becoming Shire
Secretary, an unusual role for a woman at the time.
Albert Edward Thomas established the Berwick Shire News in Berwick in 1909 and then, in
1917, transferred to Pakenham and established the Pakenham Gazette.1 This followed the
transfer of Shire Offices from Berwick to Pakenham, the new Shire Office opening in Main
Street in 1912, beside this site. In May 1918 the Pakenham Gazette was appointed official organ
of the Shire of Berwick.2

When journalist Albert E. Thomas moved to Pakenham, he opened a printing office in a
building rented from John Wadsley, grazier, in the Railway Reserve.3 This appears to have
been a humble building, valued at only £10.4

However, in that year, Thomas was rated as owner/occupier of a house in Lot 19 valued at
£25.5 This was the weatherboard house later listed as 96 Main Street.
A new printing office in Main Street appears to have been completed in 1935, when Thomas
(described as printer) was rated for a property in Lot 19 valued at £80 (but later reduced to
£30). This was in addition to the house valued still at £25.6

By the 1950s, Albert’s son, H.B. (Herb) Thomas, had taken over the running of the
newspaper, and Beatrice Thomas had become Berwick Shire Secretary. In 1955, the
Printing Office and associated residence, at 49 James Street behind the offices, were listed as
occupied by Herbert Thomas while Beatrice occupied the adjacent house. The three
properties had a combined valuation of over £160, and were obviously a substantial group of
Main Street buildings.7 Herb and Mrs Thomas also lived in James Street.
Herbert Thomas managed the family business until his death in 1979, when it was taken over
by his son, Ian H. Thomas.8

A recent description of some of the Thomas family’s Main Street properties is given in
Cardinia Shire’s Valuer’s records and number 96 still owned by Beatrice EV Thomas.

DESCRIPTION

These parapeted red brick offices abut the old shire offices (since renovated) on the north. The
walls are of red brick and the parapet wall is cemented, holding the name of the business.
Typical of newspaper offices of this and last century, the elevation is simple, with two
windows and a central door.
These offices are among the oldest commercial buildings still externally intact in town.

CONDITION

The offices are externally near original except for the possible replacement of the door with a
glass door. The adjoining timber house has been altered with new windows, pergola in the
place of the verandah and a new door; these alterations may have been carried out by the
Thomas family.

CONTEXT

The two buildings appear out of context, with the now altered former Shire hall adjoining and
generally new commercial development close by.
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4 Ibid.
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7 Ibid. 1955-56, Pakenham Riding Nos. 1440, 1444, 1448.
8 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.144.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Gazette & Berwick City News offices,which date from c 1935, and the earlier
associated but altered residence, are significant to the Cardinia Shire as the location of the
shire’s major district newspaper. From 1918, when the newspaper (formerly known as the
Berwick Shire News) transferred to Pakenham, it was recognised as the official organ of the
Shire.
The 1935 printing office and the associated residence have historical significance for their
associations with the Thomas family, prominent local residents. Albert Ernest Thomas
established the newspaper in 1909. Albert’s son, H.B.(Herb) Thomas, took over the running
of the newspaper in the 1950s, and his son, Ian H.Thomas, took it over in 1979 after his
father’s death. Beatrice Thomas, who occupied the residence, became Shire Secretary, an
unusual position for a woman in the 1950s.
The parapeted red brick offices have significance as among the oldest commercial buildings
still externally intact in the Pakenham township.
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PAKENHAM POST OFFICE

Post Office

113-117 Main Street, Pakenham

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1924

MAP: 24, 921B
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Australian Government
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HISTORY

Like other towns in the area, Pakenham township grew as a result of the closer settlement
blocks created to the south. This growth was reflected in the advent of the Bush Nursing
Hospital in 1926, the rebuilding of the Pakenham Hotel in 1928 and the connection of the
town to the SEC and reticulated water in the same year. The Pakenham Gazette had also been
set up only a few years prior to this decade and the Pakenham Fire Brigade was formed as the
result of a public meeting held on 30 September 19291. The new post office was another
reflection of this growth and paralleled the opening of the new post office at Frankston in the
late 1920s2.
This brick Post Office was opened in 1924.3 It replaced an earlier Pakenham East Post
Office. This was the former name of the present township. After the extension of the
railway, the Pakenham township centre moved from the earlier Toomuc Creek site to the
vicinity of the railway station. By 1895, `New Pakenham’ or `Pakenham East’ had surpassed
the earlier township with a population of 150 compared to 80.4 The growing importance of
Pakenham was confirmed by the transfer of the Shire of Berwick’s headquarters there at the
turn of the century and the loss of Scoresby Riding5. New Shire Offices (which survive
today) were opened in 1912 on the corner of John and Main Streets, Pakenham.6

The history of earlier Pakenham East post office buildings is told in a 1951 publication in
these words:

`The post-office for Pakenham East was originally at the railway station. It moved to the site of
what is now Mr J. Lia’s butcher shop, then to the site occupied by the cafe next to the picture
theatre, and thence to the present site’ 7

By the mid-1960s, Pakenham had become the major Shire township and was described as a
`prosperous business centre of a grazing, dairying, fruit growing and industrial district’ with a
population of 2,200.8 During this period of prosperity, extensions were made to the town’s
post office and telegraph exchange by the acquisition of additional land at the rear purchased
by the Commonwealth Government from Joyce Lia for $3,050.9

_

DESCRIPTION

This stuccoed and hipped roof post office is similar to the former Frankston post office and
resembled offices at Bunyip and elsewhere where buildings have been erected in the
1920s-30s. Taking on the Georgian revival styles used in public buildings of the 1920s, the
post office has an expressed plinth and cement rendered walls ruled to resemble stone, an
arched entry to a porch at one end and grouped windows at the other. The render continues
down the side elevations and the attached chimney.

CONDITION

The post office has added signs, added phone boxes and an unrelated flat-roofed wing on the
north.

CONTEXT

The building is one of the few left from the early formation of the town, along with the
contemporary Pakenham Hotel.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 236

1 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks \~p.144f
2 Butler,G `City of Frankston Heritage Study'
3 Cardinia Shire. Valuer's records.
4 Victorian Municipal Directory.
5 D Jackson, pers.com.
6 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, pp.21-22.
7 Back to Pakenham. Souvenir Booklet. 3-10 March, 1951. unpaginated.
8 Victorian Municipal Directory, 1965.
9 Cardinia Shire. Valuer's records.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Post Office is significant to the locality of Pakenham as a 1924 post office within
the present township. Formerly known as `New’ or Pakenham East, the township centre
moved to its present location after the advent of the railway. This brick post office has
significance as a local landmark and as an important example of the services offered by
Pakenham to the surrounding farming community.
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GORONGA

House, Garden, Trees, Farm Complex

Mann Road, Pakenham Upper

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: c1889-?

MAP: 14,740
EAST AMG: 371000
NORTH AMG: 5795000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,3.4,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Raleigh, W T & M; Mann, F W
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HISTORY

Goronga, set in a spacious garden, is a fine example of the gentlemen’s residences and
country retreats built in the Shire’s picturesque mountain areas late last century.
The first section of the complex reputedly forms the central part of the rear flat (rebuilt) and

was thought to have been erected by one Dougherty in the 1860s1.
The main house dates from about 1889, when Matilda, the wife of William T. Raleigh,
grazier, designed a family home on Raleigh land in Crown Allotment A2, Parish of
Gembrook. Matilda’s letter books and diaries, still held by the family, tell of the house’s early
history. Its design probably came from a pattern book of the period or may have been based
on Indian colonial bungalows (Indian army connection).
The date of construction is confirmed by an entry in Shire of Berwick rate records2. In
1888-9, W.T. Raleigh, a grazier, was rated for a property in the Beaconsfield Riding valued
at £192 (an extremely high valuation). The next year the Raleigh property was described as a
house on 305 acres in Lot A2.3

This property has remained in the ownership of the same family until present times, passing to
various Raleigh descendants. In 1915, it became the home of Raleigh’s daughter, Adeline,
and her husband, Frederick (later Sir Frederick) W. Mann, later Chief Justice of Victoria. It is
owned still by the Mann family.
There is still physical evidence of the various phases in the property’s history. The years of
Raleigh ownership from 1888 to 1914 are illustrated by the 1880s section of the house and
some plantings are thought to date from the same era, including an ancient oak tree. A
remnant orchard is thought to date from the turn of the century.
A timber former chapel, reputedly moved from Mt. Burnett, also remains. Used at first as a
manager’s residence when located near the outer wing of the house, it was moved to its
present site and used as a workman’s cottage. During the Mann ownership it was used as a
shearing shed.
A 1920s packing shed relates to the Goronga orchard, most of which was taken out in the
1960s.4

Rate records confirm the changes in activity at Goronga. In the early years and into the late
1890s Raleigh was listed as a grazier.5 From about 1909-10, he was listed as a farmer.6 This
was the period when there was orcharding at Goronga.
The transfer from Raleigh to his son-in-law, Frederick Mann, in 1915 is also confirmed by
district rate records.7 Mann became a Judge of the Supreme Court in 1919, Acting Chief
Justice in 1934 and Chief Justice in 1944. He was knighted in 1937.8

Changes to the house made during this ownership included the addition of an external kitchen,
and garden plantings such as the conifer plantation in the 1920s or 1930s, the copper beech of
the same era, and the George VI cypress memorial tree.
More recently, in the 1980s, the external kitchen wing was removed and a new verandah
added. From the late 1940s until the present time, W.R. Mann, orchardist and grazier, and
son of the previous owner, has been the owner of Goronga.

DESCRIPTION

Goronga house is set on a terrace in lawns fringed by mature garden, at the top of a hill. Two
driveways extend back to Mann Road, bordered by mature oaks. Mature trees and the orchard
lies to the north and east of the house.
Elsewhere, between Mann Road and the house, is what is reputedly a former church/hall from
Mt. Burnett which now acts as an outbuilding to the farm. It is a weatherboarded gabled
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building, with an added skillion fibrous cement and weatherboard-clad annexe. The roof is
corrugated iron. Further north is the gabled weatherboarded former packing shed which dates
from the 1920s.
At the rear of and linked to the house is what is thought to be the first house, a single-storey
gabled, weatherboarded and verandahed cottage, with an attached brick chimney at one end.
This was initially extended to form a separating room and laundry and has since been
renovated to form a flat.
The main house is an attic-style steeply gabled roof house with unusual wall construction. The
walls are timber framed and lined internally but the outside is a ruled lathe and stucco finish.
The roof is clad with corrugated iron and there are attic dormers (said to be original) as well
as windows in the gable ends. The northern dormers have early diagonal boarded wall
cladding but the southern ones have sheet cladding.
The four-sided verandah roof is a continuation of the main roof, flaring at each end of the
house to cover the verandah and create a Dutch gable hip form. The verandah posts are
stop-chamfered timber sections with some indication of a simple frieze. The gables of the
main and dormer roofs have timber finials and the three main chimneys are cemented with
moulded cornices and plain entablatures. Openings are full-length French window pairs, with
top lights, or windows set in projecting bays under the verandah. These French windows and
the verandah give the house an Indian Bungalow or Hill Station character which may be
linked with a member of the family known to have served in India. The garden supports this.
The house interior is lined with stained and lacquered softwood T&G bead edge boarding, all
now with a rich patina. The upstairs ceilings follow the roof form, with the dormers forming
boarded alcoves to each room.
The surrounding exotic landscape includes two oak drives, with some individually important
oak specimens as part of these drives and in the garden and orchard. Many other plantings
exist including a coronation tree.
Garden.
This hill station type garden contains a fine collection of mature trees, particularly oaks and
conifers. Most of the planting has been attributed the Raleigh family and dates from
c1890-1900. The property is entered by a driveway lined with a magnificent avenue of mature
oaks (Quercus canariensis?). Mature specimen trees are planted throughout the extensive
garden and include a pair of very large bull bay magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora), a variety
of cultivars and species of rhododendron in garden beds and around the house, a very large
Waterhousea ventenatii, a low hedge of Pittosporum undulatum, pin oak (Quercus palustris),
camphor laurel (Cinnamomum camphora), English oak (Quercus robur), copper beech, and
Cupressus macrocarpa. Other large and mature conifers include the George VI coronation tree
(planted c1937), identified by a memorial plaque just at the base of the tree which is
Cupressus torulosa or C. lusitanica, and next to Cedrus deodara. There are also two
redwoods, Sequoia sempervirens.
A number of very large oak trees include two Algerian oaks (Quercus canariensis), and a 75
year old oak near the tennis court. Sir Frederick Mann planted the cedar, Waterhousea sp. and
many of the cypress in the 1920s. An old apple orchard at the side of the garden is thought to
have been planted by Raleigh.

CONDITION

An unrelated balcony, with boarded balustrading, has been added at the south end (replacing a
window with new French doors); skylights and polythene tubing (solar heating) have been
added to the roof. The verandah of the rear wing has been replaced and the interior altered.
The former church has also been altered internally with some boarding to indicate its former
use.

CONTEXT

The complex is set in grassed agricultural land on a hill overlooking the Koo-wee-rup flats
and Westernport Bay. Nearby is an extensive area of native forest which still dominates the
landscape in this area. The house and its mature exotic setting stand out in the terrain.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

Goronga, with farm and other buildings dating from c1889 or earlier, and located in a
spacious and notable garden setting, is of State significance as an exceptional example of the
gentlemen’s residences and rural retreats built in the state’s picturesque mountain areas last
century.
The complex has historical significance for its associations with Matilda Raleigh, wife of
Walter T. Raleigh, grazier, who designed the main house, possibly using a pattern book based
on Indian colonial bungalows. The property also has significance for its associations with the
Mann family. In 1915, the Raleighs’ daughter, Adeline, and her husband, Frederick (later Sir
Frederick) Mann, Chief Justice of Victoria, made their home at Goronga. It has remained in
Mann family ownership.
The interior of the main house with its stained and lacquered softwood T&G bead edge
boarding, all now with a rich patina, add to the significance of the property.
The garden, typical of hill station gardens, with the earliest oaks and conifers dating from the
Raleigh ownership, and an old apple orchard at the side of the garden planted by Raleigh, are
also of high significance. The garden is of significance to the Cardinia Shire and contributory
to both house & property, as a good example of hill station garden.
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SMITH ORCHARD HOUSE

House, farm

19 Martin Road, Garfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire, altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1910

MAP: 20, 769
EAST AMG: .384900
NORTH AMG: .5784500
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,10.6
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Martin family ; Smith, Robert
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HISTORY

From 1910, orcharding was among the leading industries in the Berwick Shire. Robert Smith
and the Martin family associated with the development of this orchard were long-term
Garfield residents and district orchardists. 1.

Rate book evidence confirmed William Smith’s ownership of the orchard site in Crown
Allotment 75A as early as 1893-94.2. Robert Smith, farmer, was listed as owner from the turn
of the century. 3.He was described as an orchardist for the first time in 1909-10, following a
slight increase in valuation.4. The present gabled weatherboard orchard house is believed to
date from this time.

The Martin family was associated with the property from about 1919.5It appears to have been
mortgaged to the Commonwealth Savings Bank in the 1920s, when some subdivision took
place. 6.Finlay Thomas Martin owned the property in the late 1940s. 7.In the late 1960s it was
transferred to Thomas Frederick Gleeson of Tynong. Gleeson managed the property for Alan
Jenkins of High Street, Wantirna South, whose company, Cartrefol Pty. Ltd. (Trading as
Trefol Fruits) became the owner in 1972 8.

The more recent history of the Garfield orchard property is told in the Shire’s Valuer’s
records. In 1975, there were 18 acres of apples and pears `mostly 60-80 years’, that is, dating
from the Smith ownership. In that year, the `aged’ weatherboard house was described as
containing four bedrooms and a kitchen. A new brick veneer residence was built in 1975 and
new cool stores in 1976.9.

DESCRIPTION

The house is sited on the side of a hill overlooking the other orchard holdings to the east and
the Princes Highway. It is a gabled weatherboarded and verandahed house which is
distinguished among other contemporary orchard houses by the extent of its return
bullnose-profile verandah and the gable set into the verandah at the entrance. The roof is clad
with corrugated iron and the chimneys of brick, with corbelled tops.

CONDITION

The verandah has been built in on the east face and an unrelated skillion added to it. Parts of
the verandah balustrade and frieze are missing.

CONTEXT

The house is located at the edge of native bushland on the side of a hill next to later orchard
buildings and a new house. Some early minor structures may survive near the rear frontage.
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1 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.94
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1893-94 Pakenham Riding No.400
3 Ibid. 1900-1901 No.434
4 Ibid. 1909-10 No.1703
5 Ibid. 1919-20,No.1128
6 Ibid. 1928-29 No.1214
7 Ibid. 1948- 49 No.687
8 Cardinia Shire Valuer's card
9 Ibid.



SIGNIFICANCE:

This orchard house which is thought to have been built c1910 for the Smith family and is still
part of a functioning orchard, is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its long
association with orcharding in the shire and the relative architectural skill of its design and
type. The building is a landmark, sited on a hill and close to the Princes Highway
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LARGOWAN, LATER MON DESIR, NOW HIGHLAND

PARK

House

off McBride Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1924, 1928

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.9?
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Rushall, Captain A; Martel, Charles; Steele, Norman
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HISTORY

A house called `Largowan’ once stood on this site owned by the Rushall family. Title
information confirms that by 1906 Elizabeth Rushall was the registered owner of 8 acres in
parts of Crown Allotments 61 and 66.1

The original house is thought to have been burned down c1920 and was rebuilt by 1924,
presumably creating the first stage of the present house.2 Captain Rushall died soon afterward
building the house, in c1925-63. Rate records of 1924, list Captain A. Rushall, retired, as the
owner-occupier of an 8 acre property which had a valuation of £60. This valuation remained
the same until 1927.4 It is said that Rushall trained light horsemen in the area during the First
War, using this house as a base5.
Rate records show an increase in valuation and hence indicate a major addition (north
wing?) to the house in 1928-29, after the transfer of the property in 1927-28 to Charles
Martel of The Rialto in Collins Street, Melbourne. The new name `Mon Desir’ appears
beside Martel’s property in 1928-29 rate entries.6

The property was then sold to Norman Steele of the prosperous warehousing family who
operated a furniture business in Swanston Street, Melbourne. The next owner was Gladys
Irene Zuyderhout, wife of a retired Dutch sea captain who was reputedly Commodore of the
Dutch Inter Ocean Line7.
Then, on 4 November 1963, Mon Desir was purchased by Baroona Pty. Ltd., a family
company owned by Bess and Keith Ballantyne. They changed the name to Baroona after their
former home in Brighton.
The house became the Highland Park Nursing Home in 1968 when it was sold to Henry and
Ethelwynne Strain. Mrs. Strain was a trained nurse and had already established several other
hospitals for the elderly nearer Melbourne.
The property has become a private residence again as the home of Trevor Harrison.8 The
property has been subdivided into three allotments with Highland Park on 5 acres; the
residence and gardens have been refurbished9.

Martel

Martel was a French woolbuyer with offices in the Rialto, a prestigious building where many
such transactions were made. The Martels had two children, Maurice and Adele. Maurice
joined the RAAF and was lost while on active service in the Second World War. Martel’s
wife committed suicide at Mon Desir.10

Martel was pictured in the centenary publication, 500 Victorians, as `Charles Louis Martel,
Woolbuyer’, surrounded by illustrations of his lifestyle which include fishing, race horses,
and Mon Desir: `He loves his nice home at Upper Beaconsfield’, noting that he loved painting
his fences white, his garden seats green and his water tanks red11. Martel was born at Anzin in
1886 and represented the `Big Combing and Spinning Mills, Anciens Etablissements Amedee
Prouvost & Cie’, among others.

1 Charles Wilson. `Highland Park Nursing Home.'
2 Charles Wilson notes 12.1995, cites Shire of Berwick Beaconsfield Riding RB 1922-3, 3321; RB 1923-4, 1809 (good house

pencilled in) £15 NAV; RB 1924-5, 1322 NAV £60
3 H Hudson, pers.com. notes
4 RB 1924-25, No. 1322; 1927-28, No. 1472, Rushall crossed out, £60 NAV ; RB 1928-9, 3571 £218 NAV
5 C Wilson, pers.com. 1996
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1928-29, Beaconsfield Riding No. 3571. NAV £218.
7 C Wilson & H Hudson pers.com. cites Bess & Keith Ballantyne
8 Charles Wilson Notes
9 owner pers.com.
10 Charles Wilson Notes



DESCRIPTION

This large Bungalow style brick house consists of two broad-gabled pavilions joined by a
colonnaded pergola-porch, each pavilion possibly representing the two stages of building
outlined in the history. The porch also links two boxed window bays with a minor gable over
the entry. The roofs are slated, with terra-cotta ridge cappings and finials and the chimneys
are square in section, of red brick and have terra-cotta cappings with pots. Each gable has
shingling (over-painted ) and three ornamental louvred vents. Glazing is diamond-pane
leadlight. There is a pier and pipe balustraded terrace to one end of the house frontage, next to
an added wing.
This is the most articulate and massive house of its era and style in the study area.

CONDITION

The house is near externally original except for the addition of a wing at each end, the deck
roof to the pergola porch and the overpainting of the originally stained shingles.

CONTEXT

Highland Park forms part of the group of genteel rural retreats along Salisbury Road, dating
from the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries.
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Martel from ‘500 Victorians’ (1934), p.78

11 500 Victorians, Melbourne 1934, p.78



SIGNIFICANCE:

Highland Park, former Mon Desir, apparently constructed in two stages, c1924 for Captain
Rushall and c1928 as the home of Charles Martel, a French woolbuyer, is of significance to
the Cardinia Shire as a good example of the gentlemen’s retreats built in the Shire’s resort
areas during the immediate post-First World War period.
This large Bungalow style brick house has historical significance as a demonstration of the
lifestyle of a number of prominent owners, including the Martels; Norman Steele, of the large
Swanston Street furniture business; and Gladys Irene Zuyderhout, wife of the Commodore of
the Dutch Inter Ocean Line.
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CASH & CO. & FORMER COCKATOO POST OFFICE

Shops

McBride Street, Cockatoo

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1921

MAP: 9, 188
EAST AMG: 367400
NORTH AMG: 5800000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,9.9,9.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: McBride, James (storekeeper); McBride, Mrs Elizabeth
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HISTORY

These two properties, Cash and Co., and the former Cockatoo post office, have important
links with the development of the Cockatoo township in the first decades of this century, and
with the McBrides, one of the best known district families. The street name, in which the
building is located, commemorates the McBride family, as does Caroline Avenue, named
after Caroline McBride.1

Mrs Elizabeth McBride has been described as `a wonderful woman’ who not only ran the Post
Office with her husband, but boarded nine miners from the Nangana mine, as well as guests
in the holiday season.2 The boarding house, post office and store was located in McBride
Street about where the milk bar is today but was burnt down and the business moved to the
corner, near the railway, with the residence facing the creek and the store and post office,
facing McBride Street.3 This was later known as Fairbridge’s general Store into the 1940s4.
The McBride (later Fairbridge) General Store is pictured early this century as a hipped roof
timber structure wrapped around the corner, with a skillion street verandah facing McBride
Street. Opposite, across McBride Street, was McBride’s gabled weatherboarded grainstore
which was used as a school from 1907.5 The same photograph shows a simple gabled timber
store set in open paddocks near the site of the current Cash & Company building.
James McBride `storekeeper’ was the first owner of this former Post Office and Store in the
early 1920s.6 After the McBride family left Cockatoo, this store was run by Leonard Bacon
and his wife.7

Shire of Cardinia’s Valuer’s’ records list a number of later families associated with the
building, including Robert Manning, Ronald Davies and Robert and Gladys Reed. The Cash
and Co. Store, named after the current owner Malcolm G. Cash, and the adjacent post office
were still listed as `House and Post Office’ in recent Shire records.
Storekeepers listed at Cockatoo in the early 1950s included AG Ford, ES & PJ Lyons, JP &
MN O’Connell, WL Stephens and Gilbert McLean in the post office8.

DESCRIPTION

This is a parapeted and verandahed weatherboard shop pair and presumed rear residence, with
what appears to be an early shopfront on the southern shop. This shopfronts has a recessed
entry set between two show windows raised on panelled plinths in the usual
nineteenth-century or early twentieth-century manner. The northern shop has boarded walls
and no show window; the nearby telephone box indicating its former use. The building
appears to be the oldest commercial building in Cockatoo.
An early view of the building shows a gabled roof form (not the present parapet) with a street
verandah bearing the words `Post Office’ on the end boards. These boards have a scalloped
profile9.

CONDITION

The shop is externally near original except for possible alterations to the parapet and the front
section adjoining the show windows. The street face of the former post office may have been
changed and the verandah rebuilt.

CONTEXT

The former post office is at the start of a largely rebuilt commercial strip and has set the
character for some the more recent shops further down the hill.
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1 Valerie Anne Bundrock, `Cockatoo, People in Landscape,' p.64.
2 Bundrock, p.64.
3 Dot Griffin pers.comm.
4 ibid.
5 Cuffley,P That Little Train, p.185
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1921-22 Beaconsfield Riding No. 2680. P.O. & House NAV £15; 1922-23 No. 3086. P.O. House. NAV £30
7 Shire of Berwick RB 1923-24 Beaconsfield Riding No. 1570.
8 D1952
9 Griffin collection



SIGNIFICANCE:

Cash & Co. and the former Cockatoo post office, which were owned in 1921 by James
McBride, storekeeper, are of significance to the Cardinia Shire as an example of a shop, early
post office and residence associated with the development of the Cockatoo township. The
parapeted and verandahed timber shop and residence has significance as a nearly original
commercial building at the start of a largely rebuilt commercial strip. It has historical
significance for its associations with the McBrides, one of the best known district families.
Mrs Elizabeth McBride became a local legend for not only running the Post Office with her
husband but boarding nine miners from the Nangana mine, as well as guests during the
holiday season.
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WOOD FARM COMPLEX

Farm Complex

575 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1914

MAP: 29,795
EAST AMG: 369000
NORTH AMG: 5776000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.3,8.7,10.7,10.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Wood, E S
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HISTORY

The early history of this farm relates to the development of this area as a prosperous dairying
and potato growing district after the drainage of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp. By 1913, the
Pakenham South area was thriving. Two churches (Anglican and Presbyterian), a school and
post office were opened at this time.1

The first owner of the farm complex at 575 McDonald’s Drain Road in 1914, E.S. Wood, was
one of a number of early settlers who bought properties along that road. Wood’s 49 acres in
Allotment 35A were located next to the 100 acres owned by John Ellett, an early district
settler. Ellett’s property at 615 McDonald’s Drain Road was run as a successful dairy farm
from the 1890s.2

DESCRIPTION

This Edwardian-era, weatherboard farm house has old extensive outbuildings and stone pines
(Pinus pinea) along the drive. There is also a nearby orchard and remnant hedges. The house
consists of two intersecting gabled bays, plus a main hipped section, with a verandah in
between. The lower walls are weatherboard and the upper appear to be fibrous cement sheet,
with strapping at the joints (some still coloured to resemble timbering). The verandah has a
bullnose-profile roof of corrugated-iron which also covers the main roofs. Fretted brackets
lend some detail to the timber posts and finials survive on the gable apexes. The projecting
room bay has a window bay contrasting with the heavy gable boxing above.

CONDITION

The house appears to be externally near original although in only fair repair.

CONTEXT

The complex faces and is visually contained by the drain embankment and adjoins other
similarly aged farm complexes, such as 615.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Wood farm complex, owned in 1914 by E.S.Wood, is of significance to the Cardinia
Shire for its associations with the development of the area as a prosperous dairying and
potato growing district after the drainage of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp. This Edwardian-era,
weatherboard farm house with extensive outbuildings, remnant hedges, and stone pines along
the drive, is significant for its near original external appearance and faithful representation of
that era.
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1 Eileen Williams and Jew Beard. Looking to the Rising Sun, A History of Cardinia and District, p.111
2 Williams and Beard, pp.113-114; Land File 268/103.70



ELLETT FARM

Farm Complex

615 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1910

MAP:767
EAST AMG: 369000
NORTH AMG: 5777000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.7,10.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Ellett, John
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HISTORY

John Ellett, market gardener from Springvale, and one of the earliest settlers in the Pakenham
South area, was the first owner in 1899 of the site of this farm complex. He took out a
conditional purchase lease for reclaimed land in the Koo-wee-rup swamp. This land, 50 acres
in Crown Allotment 39J, fronted McDonalds Drain Road.1

Ellett spent much of his first years clearing his block, and carrying out the draining, fencing
and cultivation of crops required under his lease. He also built a dwelling valued in 1902 at
£30.2 This was reputedly a two-roomed wattle and daub house.3

Ellett managed to overcome the many problems that faced swampland farmers, sometimes
losing crops and falling behind in his rent.4 By 1911, however, his property had matured to a
freehold estate and he obtained his Crown Grant.5 By this date, a more substantial farm house
(the existing farmhouse) had been built. It was listed as a three-roomed (rooms 26 x 24 feet)
wood house valued at £80. He also owned a four stall stable and barn (40 x 14 feet) and a
small cart shed. Ellett had cleared the 50 acres on his block and planted trees and hedges.6

Berwick Shire rate records showed Ellett as owner of an additional 50 acres in Crown
Allotment 36J. The combined properties by 1918-19 had a valuation of £92.7 This was
double the valuation in previous years.
Ellett brought up a large family on his Pakenham South farm. Married to Jane Webster from
Wheeler’s Hill, they had 15 children, one dying in infancy. Besides dairying, the Elletts ran
the local post office and mini-store for eleven years, carting mail and papers first by jinker
and later by motorbike. The family was involved in local affairs, including the School
Committee, Progress Association, Pakenham Race Committee and Agricultural Show.
The farm remained in Ellett family hands, his grandson Barry still farming the original
selection.8

DESCRIPTION

This Edwardian-era, weatherboard farm house has a picketed gateway and an extensive more
recent garden, including earlier elements such as the Canary Island date palm (Phoenix
canariensis ) and other mature exotic trees at the rear. There is a new house to north and
immature oaks in the verge near the house and opposite on the drain embankment.
The house has a gabled roof, clad with corrugated-iron, bichrome brick chimneys, bracketed
eaves and a bullnose-profile verandah, with fretted brackets and turned posts. There is a
projecting gabled room bay at one end of the house, trimming the end of the verandah.

CONDITION

The house appears to be externally near original.

CONTEXT

The complex faces and is visually contained by the drain embankment and adjoins other
similarly aged farm complexes, such as 575.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The former Ellett farm complex, which contains a c1910 weatherboard farm house built for
John Ellett, market gardener, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire for its integrity,
architectural treatment and as good evidence of the development of farming in the district. It
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1 Land File 268/103.70
2 Land File 268/103.70
3 Eileen Williams and Jewel Bears, Looking to the Rising Sun, A History of Cardinia and District, 1984, p.113
4 Land File 268/103.70
5 Vol.776, Fol.155170
6 Land File 268/103.70
7 Shire of Berwick RB 1918-19 Iona Riding No. 618
8 Williams and Beard, pp.113-114



is of significance for its associations with Ellett, who ran a successful dairy farm there. The
Elletts ran the local post office and mini-store for eleven years, carting mail and newspapers,
first by jinker and later by motorbike. The family was also involved in local community
affairs including the School Committee, Progress Association, Pakenham Race Committee
and Agricultural Show. The farm property, held by John Ellett in 1899, has remained in Ellett
hands.
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ST JAMES CHURCH OF ENGLAND, NOW TOBIN

BROTHERS

Church

McGregor Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1884-

MAP: 24, 921
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.3,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Church of England; Henty family
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HISTORY

Churches have played important roles in the townships throughout the Shire. The former
Anglican Church in McGregor Road, Pakenham, has associations with a number of important
district pioneering families. They include the Henty family of Pakenham Park, the Staughton
family of the I.Y.U. estate, and the Kitchen family of the Toomuc Valley Orchards and other
Pakenham properties.1

The first regular Church of England services in the Pakenham area were held in the barn of
Pakenham Park with Thomas Henty conducting the service. On 8 September 1871, James
Henty purchased an area of over six acres in Crown Allotment 19. This is part of the land on
which the present former church stands, on the corner of McGregor Road and Main Street,
near the Highway.2

In 1883 tenders were let for the erection of the St. James Church. Mr.Peters was the
contractor and the designing architect, Smith & Johnson3. Bluestone slabs were laid for the
foundations and brick works commenced for a rectangular building 47 by 24 feet. Thomas
Henty, MLC, laid the foundation stone on 7 December 1883. The first service was held on 4
May 1884. The Title Deeds for the property were signed on 9 May 1887, by local residents,
Thomas Henty, John Startup, grazier, and John Charles Hodgson, storekeeper.4

There has been a number of additions to the 1887 church. In 1900, the eastern wall was
partly removed to make a huge archway through to the new chancel. This extended the
church eastward and formed a new eastern wall. A first vicarage was constructed by
Stephenson and Bloomfield, local builders, between 1917 and 1919. It stood at 5 Main
Street, Pakenham. A cross was placed on top of the church building in 1923.5

Between 1954 and 1959, a Hall and Sunday School were built. In 1964, a Vestry was added
by C Rosetti. Meanwhile, in 1966, a new Vicarage was constructed. Later, in 1980, the
Sanctuary in the church was enlarged by R Nicholson and, in 1981, a new porch added.6

The wives of a number of prominent district property holders were active in the Ladies’ Guild
at St. James, which met first in Thomas Henty’s barn at Pakenham Park. Some early Guild
members were Mrs. Henty, Mrs. Staughton of the I.Y.U. estate, and Mrs. Kitchen. The Guild
worked hard to raise funds for the early establishment of the church and the extension of its
buildings. Its story is told in the surviving Guild Minute Books.7

Financial support not only came from individual parishioners and the Guild, but from
donations by district families like the Staughtons and the Hentys. There was a legacy from
the JA Kitchen Estate in 1922 and from the estate of Mrs. Gertrude Kitchen in 1925, which
helped purchase the Thomas Organ, used until 1967.8

DESCRIPTION

Sited at the Main Street McGregor Road corner, the gabled church is a simple Gothic Revival
in style and is clad with face brick (since painted) with cement dressings to copings and
openings. The roofs are clad with corrugated iron, there are buttresses to the side walls and
quoining at the openings. A vestry and chancel have been added early this century along with
more recent changes. The roof has small gabled vents and the main gable end has an oculus
window, pierced in a trefoil pattern.

CONDITION

New annexes have been added to the side and front of the church, the bricks have been
painted and a number of early (1900-) rear additions made, rendering the original appearance
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1 M. Kidgell, `A History of St. James Pakenham'
2 Kidgell, pp.11-12
3 NTA cite `Argus' 22.3.1883,p.3 tenders, land CA1/A LP1337 sub of CP44
4 Kidgell, pp.16, 19, 21
5 Kidgell, pp. 24, 26, 30-31
6 Kidgell, pp.32, 140
7 Kidgell, pp.108-128
8 Kidgell, pp.101, 136



of the brick church hard to envisage. The interior has presumably also been considerably
changed to meet the new use.
The fence has been replaced with a treated pine log type.

CONTEXT

This building is isolated among new development (except fro its proximity to the school site)
and is located at a busy intersection.

SIGNIFICANCE:

St James Church of England, now Tobin Brothers is of significance to the locality of
Pakenham as once one of the main early public buildings in the town and formerly the Shire,
illustrating Pakenham’s role as a service centre to the surrounding district.
The church is also significant for its comparative age, judged among other public buildings in
the Shire and as an expression of one of the locally important families, such as the Hentys,
the Staughtons and the Kitchens.
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KOO-MAN-GOO-NONG

Farm Complex, House, Garden

85 McGregor Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1860s (out-buildings),c1908 (house), 1920s (garden)

MAP: 24, 767
EAST AMG: .365500
NORTH AMG: .5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,10.2,10.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Bourke, Daniel; Greenwood, Arthur; Ronald, William
Bruce; Ronald, Peter Bruce
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HISTORY

The site of this c1908 house and 1920s garden is associated with the district’s early pastoral
history and in the 1840s was part of Toomah, a run of 13,500 acres on the Toomuc Creek. It
was occupied then by Captain John Howey (1800-1879), an overlander. Dr. James Bathe took
over the Toomah lease in 1853. The next year he applied for and was granted the PR
homestead allotment of 640 acres of his Toomah property.1 He renamed it Pakenham Park.2

In 1866 Thomas Henty purchased the property for over £6531.3 Henty bred cattle and
thoroughbred horses there. After his death his son, John Reginald Henty, retained the
homestead block but sold off much of the rest of the land.4

In the subdivision sale of the Pakenham Park Estate, Daniel Bourke bought about 400 acres in
Lots 11 and 12 in the Henty subdivision. He called the property Mt. Bourke and built a large
brick home, reputedly in c1894, and planted a number of pine trees. He and his family left Mt.
Bourke after a fire in 1904 destroyed the house.5

Pre-1900 buildings and plantings remaining on the site today include a small cottages, stables,
men’s quarters and shearing shed thought built about 1867 for the Hentys, and Bourke’s pine
trees. There is also a dismantled stable with cast-iron posts and rails, reputedly obtained from
the Kirk’s prefabricated Horse Bazaar in Bourke Street6.
The existing weatherboard homestead was built around 1908 for the next owner, Arthur
Greenwood, wool auctioneer for the Australian Estates Company.7 A Plan of Mount Bourke
Estate, Pakenham, 1909, shows the property most probably when purchased by Greenwood.
This plan, now held by William Ronald, shows buildings with cottage, dairy, outhouse, stable
area, shearing shed and chicken house. Mr. Greenwood’s retirement from 30 years association
with the wool trade and Mrs. Greenwood’s acquisition of the Mt. Bourke Estate were
announced in The Pastoralists Review (15.3.1907), noting that the family intended to reside
there in the future. Greenwood had been a foundation member of the Melbourne
Woolbroker’s Association and was for several years chairman of the trade’s committee.
The property was purchased in 1920 by William Bruce Ronald, grazier.8 The Ronalds
renamed the property Koo-Man-Goo-Nong (Place of Rest) and have made only a few
changes to the homestead. The property is owned and farmed still by the Ronald family.
A major part of the garden which surround this house was planted in the 1920s by Mrs
William Ronald and the pines at the house yard and drive were planted by Bourke in the
1890s9.Much of the garden remains in layout and mature tree and shrub plantings. There
were three gardeners with a well developed vegetable garden tended by one of the gardeners,
while the other two tended the ornamental garden. Hundreds of seedlings were sent down by
train from Law Somner, nurserymen in Melbourne. The garden display included cannas,
Christmas lilies, zinnia beds, and there were cutting beds for gladioli, dahlias and other bulbs.
William Ronald has provided the anecdotal history and observations on the following
elements of the complex:

Cottage

Originally a one room cottage (half being the oldest on the property, c1860) thought to date
back to the Toomah pastoral lease (1840-1867)10. It was the out-station to a homestead sited
about a mile to the north-west. Later it was extended to two living rooms, indicating an
increase in manpower. The Ronalds have renewed the verandah posts but otherwise little
changes have occurred during their tenure.
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Stables, Shearing Shed

Men’s rooms (lined room at end, housed men until the 1950s), shearing shed (two central
gables) and stables (originally with red gum block paving, later part replaced with bricks)
were thought to be erected about the same time as the cottage (1860s).
The railway advent in 1877 (Oakleigh to Bunyip) split the Toomah run, meaning the sale of
this south section and the erection of a new shearing shed (first in district with shearing
machinery) on the north section.
Iron has replaced weatherboards but otherwise the Ronald family has not altered this
structure. The corrugated iron brand is `Stork’.

Milking Shed

Thought to be early although it has been repaired on many occasions, one being the addition
of wide pine boards.

House

Cellar trapdoor entrance from the pantry only recently discovered in c1976 and is thought to
have been relocated outside of the house after an accident. However, cellar entrances are more
typically external than internal. This cellar is though to be from the earlier house and a
number of other earlier house construction stages are visible from disused drainage lines.

Fences

McGregor Road boundary and most internal fences were post & rail within a hawthorn hedge
(fence replaced) until the 1950s.

Gas Plant/Windmill

`Alston’ brand (1.11.38) was beside the house over the water tank (to be reinstated). Benzene
gas plant also held on property housed in shed near tank.

Blacksmith’s & Carpenter’s Hut

Vertical slab hut (plus tools) was demolished recently (to be replaced).
Kirk’s prefabricated bazaar/stable cast-iron posts and rails (Musgraves, Belfast).

DESCRIPTION

Cottage/Hut

This is a gabled timber hut with a skillion verandah along part of the west side and a gabled
wing added to the south-west corner. It has 75mm compound moulded architraves to double
hung four-pane sash windows; machine sawn weatherboard cladding, with joints indicating
stages, the right-hand (south) section being the older. The corrugated iron brand is a
6-pointed star with `B’ within and `Regd. Mark’ under. Internal lining is T&G pine; paving is
machine and hand-made bricks. Chimney bricks are handmade (75x100x220mm).

Cowshed

This is gabled timber cowshed, with one open side and yards. The rafters and battens are
machine sawn, the wide pine cladding on the south is recent (2nd hand timber?), and the
weatherboards are hardwood on the west side; the shallow roof pitch indicates construction
for corrugated iron, rather than shingles and the timber cow-bail frames are tenoned.
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Stables, rooms

This is a high, gabled form weatherboarded building with a skillion added to the south end.
The wall is leaning, and wall sections indicate staged construction. The loft has softwood
butt-jointed boarding (part); the external weatherboard pattern shows the store room was
added on the north; the weatherboards are machine sawn hardwood. The men’s room (south
skillion room) is lined with fibrous cement sheet with panel jointing, it has T&G softwood
flooring and six-pane double hung sashes (poor condition) on the south. The north men’s
room has a window facing east, single pane glazing and 1920s architraves to this and the
door.

Woolshed

This was once a double gabled building with the ridge running north-south. A skillion has
been added to the west side, rafters are machine sawn as square-section posts (140mm) but
with most columns being bush poles (220mm diam). Corrugated iron brand on north wall has
a crest with `Guinea’ under, another is `Lysaght’ galvanised tinned (blue) also (red) `Orb’
brand and the skillion is `Redcliffe’ brand. The floor is earth under the typical slatting for the
early section and concrete floor for the added skillion.
The stable wall is exposed inside the woolshed, showing that it was originally free standing
and has been joined to the woolshed with a skillion-roofed section. Joints in the west
elevation of the stable shows 2/3 of the wall was constructed on the south end and 1/3 at the
north.

Dairy

The most recent structure of the outbuildings inspected, the dairy is sawn softwood
weatherboard clad, has a high gabled profile and a skillion verandah on the east side. It has
70mm compound moulded architraves, ledge & braced doors, seaweed in the cavities. Finials
were probably removed from the gable apices, the eaves are ventilated (as typical), the floor
is concrete (verandah is brick-edged) and the internal lining is fibrous cement sheet.

House

This is a large house with dominantly Edwardian characteristics (conservative) but with an
earlier core. There is a window bay on the north-east corner, and skillions added on the west
side (has Victorian era architraves) and south-east corner (part bullnose boards, some earlier
square edge but with plain bullnose architraves). The verandah has been enclosed on the east
side (1950s). There is diamond-pane leadlight glazing of the door top and side lights, with
1930s character elements inside (stepped glazed panels, lambs tongue architraves).
The internal chimney placement is unusual.

Garden

The garden is an informally laid out setting appropriate to the house, with many mature exotic
and some native trees. It distinguishes the property as a local landmark, situated on the top of
a prominent hill, entered along an extensive drive lined with sugar gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx).
Much of the garden dates from the nineteenth century and early twentieth. The garden is
particularly well developed on the protected aspects, the northern and eastern sides. A
windbreak of Monterey cypress runs along the western edge of the property. The property
contains a vegetable garden and orchard. There is a recently refurbished and relocated
summer house in the garden as well as a granite memorial to Mary Gwladis Ronald (`whose
ashes are scattered over this garden..which she loved 1885 - 25th August 1948’). Most
plantings date from c1923 but the large pines are from c1894.
The garden contains a collection of mature exotic and native trees. There is an ornamental
garden at the front of the house, with shrubs, trees and open lawn area, and other mature trees
at the rear and sides of the house. In January 1989, a number of mature, rare and unusual
trees from 1923 were identified in the garden. These include: Brachychiton acerifolius,
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Brachychiton populneus, Cedrus atlantica, Cedrus deodara, Ceratonia siliqua, Cupressus macrocarpa `Aurea

Saligna’(could be C.m.`Conybearii’, Ulmus parvifolia, Agathis robusta, Erythrina sp.,Feijoa sellowiana,

Grevillea robusta, Lagerstroemia indica, Araucaria heterophylla, Paulownia ? tomentosa, Stenocarpus

cuninghamii, Ginkgo biloba, Fraxinus excelsior `Aurea’, Arbutus unedo, Laburnum sp., Buddleja globosa

(rare), Jacaranda mimosifolia, weeping elm and several varieties of oak, including a weeping
oak1.
Shrubs include: Iochroma cyaneum, Ficus pumila `Minima’, Duranta erecta, and Tibouchina urvilleana

`Grandiflora’.
Many plants are listed in a garden book of Mrs Gwladis Ronald, dated April 19232. The most
unusual of these is a huon pine, a Tasmanian rainforest species, and the collection of plants
included natives and exotic trees. Mrs Ronald was a very keen gardener, having grown up in
England, and is said to have been influenced by Gertrude Jekyll, the famous English garden
designer.
Mature trees in the garden which remain today are: Ulmus parvifolia (two), Jacaranda mimosifolia

(two), Erythrina sp. (many ), Paulownia sp. (many), Acca sellowiana, Acmena ? smithii, Syringa vulgaris,
grafted weeping elm, Araucaria heterophylla, A. bidwillii, Brachychiton sp., Ceratonia siliqua, Mahonia

sp., Pittosporum sp., a jade plant (1930s), Ginkgo biloba, Laurus nobilis (1920s), Cupressus torulosa

(two), Cupressus macrocarpa `Conybearii’ (two), Cedrus atlantica, C. deodara, Cupressus torulosa,
Araucaria bidwillii, Schinus molle var. areira, Grevillea robusta, and Pinus sp.(various). Gravel sinuous
paths separate open lawn areas and there are a number of garden ornaments such as concrete
birdbaths, which came from Dreamthorpe, Mount Macedon (Gwladis Ronald was a daughter
of Lady Hodges, well known for her garden at Mt. Macedon. Gwladis, in turn, has been
described by Heather Ronald in her book Wool Past the Winning Post as `the suffragette’ and
must have been an interesting woman).
The gravel paths date from the 1920s and none has been altered. The planting consists of a
pair of the same species of tree at the end of a path. Mrs Ronald favoured the planting of blue
flowering trees and shrubs, hence the Paulownia, Jacaranda, Duranta, etc. The Pinus strobus

(white pine) are thought to date from c1894.
Before settlement, the original vegetation of this area was narrow leafed peppermint.

CONDITION

Given the staged construction of the complex, the elements appear to be externally generally
well-preserved.

CONTEXT

The property is sited on a hill, among mature garden and trees, overlooking Pakenham and
the plains to the south: it is a landmark in the area. The drive, planted in native and exotic
trees, and the remnant hawthorn hedges along the roadside contrast with the generally open
pasture around the property.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Koo-Man-Goo-Nong, with its c1908 house and 1920s garden, as well as some pre-1900
buildings and plantings, is of significance to the Cardinia Shire because of its associations
with the district’s earliest farming history. The site has historical significance as part of the
1840s Toomah pastoral run and, from 1853, of Dr. James Bathe’s Toomah lease. Other
significant early owners included the Hentys and Daniel Bourke.
This place is also significant for its associations with Arthur Greenwood, wool auctioneer for
the Australian Estates Company, for whom the existing weatherboard homestead was built
around 1908. From 1920, the property had significant associations with the locally prominent
Ronald family, who own it still.
A major part of the regionally important garden which surrounds the house, was planted by
Mrs Gwladis Ronald, wife of William Bruce Ronald, grazier, owner of Koo-Man-Goo-Nong.
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Mrs Ronald’s garden book, dated April 1923, survives with details of her plantings which
enhances the importance of the garden.
The property also has significance for its collection of farm buildings which include stables,
blacksmith’s shop, gas shed, dairy, shearing shed and cowshed.
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I.Y.U. PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOMESTEAD SITE,

TREES

Farm Complex site, Trees

245 McGregor Road, Pakenham South

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1850s-

MAP: 24, 767
EAST AMG: 364000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Waddell family; Jackson, EV
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HISTORY

All that remains today of the historic I.Y.U. homestead, once located on one of the district’s
earliest pastoral properties, and built in the 1850s on the Waddell family’s pre-emptive right
block, are mature exotic trees, remnants of hedges and other features (including some old
tanks) marking the site.1 The hedges, together with the homestead buildings and a small
blacksmith’s shop nearby, are marked on a 1919 map of the I.Y.U. Estate. This map shows
the Estate’s subdivision into small agricultural allotments as part of the Closer Settlement
Scheme.2

An article in the local press dated 9 November 1928 told of the destruction of the 1850s
homestead. It reads:

About midnight Saturday last (i.e. 7 November) the homestead at I.Y.U. estate - a 2-storey
building erected about 70 years ago - was destroyed by fire. Mr. and Mrs. E.V. Jackson resided
at the homestead until the end of last month, when they moved to the township to take over the
business of Messrs. Gillmartin Bros. Since then, the house, owned by the Closer Settlement
Board, has been unoccupied.’3

Don Jackson has photographs of the old I.Y.U. homestead.

DESCRIPTION

Sited on the east banks of the Toomuc Creek, the house site (Grguric block) includes a still
recognisable clearing where the house stood, mature oaks (3) and elms (2), stone pines (3),
and other mature exotics.

On the block to the south are Hawthorn hedges, the remains of a collection of yards,
outbuildings and brick wells and brick stock feed silos which may have been connected with
the I.Y.U.’s use for dairying in the late 19th century by the Kitchen brothers. Elements
include: one silo of about 10m diameter (handmade bricks) with a high sand content render; a
well with a 9’ brick rendered dome; a sheep dip; another tall brick silo. The bricks vary from
soft unburnt bricks to clinkers.

CONDITION

The wells or tank stands are still relatively complete but the mature trees are the main
evidence of the house site. Archaeological examination would yield more.

CONTEXT

The ruins are located in pasture, as approached along a long driveway via a recent house
block which contains what remains of the old I.Y.U. stables (later a milking shed). Fence
lines divide the homestead site.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The homestead site, trees, silos, wells of the I.Y.U. Pre-emptive Right, held in the 1850s by
the Waddell family and later by the Kitchens, is of significance to the locality of Pakenham
South because it provides some evidence of pastoral and early farming endeavours in the area,
as well as later dairying activities.

This mature exotic trees on this site and remnants of hedges and other features which may
indicate the location of the original homestead are also significant, along with the collection
of yards, outbuildings, brick tanks and brick stock feed silos, which may have been
connected with the I.Y.U.’s use for dairying by the Kitchen brothers in the late 19th century.
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The site has historical significance for its associations with one of the earliest properties
within the shire dating from the pastoral era.
The site also has potential archaeological significance.
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GEMBROOK UNION, LATER UNITING CHURCH

Church

438 Mountain Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1879

MAP: 9, 740
EAST AMG: .371200
NORTH AMG: 5799200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.1,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Bromby, Rev. Dr. J.E.
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HISTORY

After retiring from his post as the first headmaster at Melbourne Grammar (1857-74) and
selecting land here in 1874, Rev. Dr. J.E. Bromby was asked to take charge of St. Paul’s
Church on the site of the present Cathedral.1. Nevertheless he gave what may have been the
first church services in front of a multi-national congregation at Gembrook in Captain Page’s
hut. This was prior to the erection of this building2.

An extract from the Journal of Rev. Dr. J.E. Bromby (1809-89) relating to the foundation of
the church at the corner of Mountain and Ure Roads, tells how Dr. Bromby gave an acre of
his `newly purchased ground’ (land purchased from an earlier selector, William Brown) for
use as a combined church and school. He planned it as a wooden structure, 30 by 18 feet, at a
cost of £40, vested in trustees on behalf of the Pastoral Aid Society. He said that there were
`...already 20 children within reach.’ The Society aimed to unite the endeavours of the English
and Presbyterian churches in rural areas to save the costs of erecting two churches and
employing two sets of clergy.

When he opened the building early in 1879, Bromby noted that the new `bush church’ and
Sunday school would be on Union principles and `...may be served by Church of England,
Presbyterian and Wesleyan ministers.’ On March 13, 1879, he prepared his programme for
opening the church. He reported that, on Sunday, 6 April 1879, about 40 or 50 persons
attended, `...coming an average of two miles.’ The church had cost only £25 and most of the
materials had come from the surrounding forest, including the shingles on the roof. Trustees
included the Ure and Dyer families.

After the Church of England was erected in the town of Gembrook in 1905, the old church
was used by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches but the pulpit was moved to the new
church.

DESCRIPTION

This is a simple, gabled Gothic revival timber church, with an added gabled porch, louvred
gable vent, a corrugated iron roof and some mature Monterey pines forming rows nearby.
The age of the church might be gauged by some early window joinery at the rear.

CONDITION

The church appears to have an added but related porch and probable alterations in detail. The
fence has been replaced.

CONTEXT

The church is sited half-way between current and `old’ Gembrook (Silver Wells) on a hill
among open pasture and overlooking creek valleys to the east and north.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 270

1 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.102
2 see ADB V.3, p.241; 110th Anniversary, Gembrook Uniting Church 1989' copy held



SIGNIFICANCE:

Gembrook Union, later Uniting Church, opened in March 1879, is of significance to the
Cardinia Shire as one of the earliest district church buildings. The simple, gabled Gothic
Revival timber church (with an added porch) has historical significance for its associations
with the Rev. Dr. J.E. Bromby, who provided the land and a plan for the combined church and
school. Bromby, who was first headmaster at Melbourne Grammar School, planned the
Gembrook church on innovative Union principles where Church of England, Presbyterian
and Wesleyan Ministers were welcome. The Gembrook church is significant also as a local
landmark and a community meeting-place for more than 120 years.
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OAK AVENUE

Trees

305 Mountain Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1880s-90s?

MAP: 4,9,740
EAST AMG: 370500
NORTH AMG: 5799700
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,3.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Crichton, Alexander (Sandy); Turnbull, John
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HISTORY

The planting of this oak avenue most probably relates to the ownership of the property from
1875 to 1890 by Alexander (`Sandy’) Crichton, a well-known district butcher and grazier.1

Much of the Gembrook district land was owned at this time by the Crichtons, David and
Alexander. Alexander bred horses on his property for the Indian Army and, according to one
account, `was the sole employer in the district.’2

In 1875, after he had occupied the Mountain Road property for three years, Alexander applied
for a lease of the 320 acres in Crown Allotment A13, Parish of Gembrook. His improvement
by this time had cost £1858/15/- and included a five-roomed sawn timber house and four huts
and a potato house of bark and split timber. The property was fenced and contained a sheep
yard, a slaughter yard for cattle and a pig sty. Crops grown on it included potatoes, maize,
oats, hay and rye grass.3

The valuation of the property in Shire of Berwick rate records increased considerably after
Alexander secured the Crown Grant in 1881.4 Listed in Lands Department records previously
as a Berwick butcher, (his family residing at first in Berwick), by 1886, Alexander was listed
as `grazier’ in district rate records.5 The valuation more than doubled between 1888 and
1889, from £230 to £579.6 The oak avenue may have been planted at this time, along with
other improvements to the property.
By 1891 a new owner was recorded, John Turnbull, grazier, of the New Zealand Loan and
Mercantile Company.7 According to one writer, Turnbull `did a lot in developing the
property, and went in for fattening sheep.’8. It is thought that Turnbull may have also planted
the oaks9.

DESCRIPTION

This is a long mature oak avenue located in paddock to the north and east of the road which
once formed the drive for the Turnbull family farm house complex. This complex is said to
have included three houses (demolished/rebuilt?)10.

CONDITION

The oaks appear in good condition11.

CONTEXT

The oaks form a major exotic element in the undulating mainly pastoral landscape of the area.
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10 J Russell, pers. comm.
11 distant view only



SIGNIFICANCE:

This long oak avenue, which most probably relates to the ownership of the property from
1875 to 1890 by Alexander (Sandy) Crichton, district butcher and grazier, is significant to the
Cardinia Shire because of its connections with early farming in the Gembrook area, its extent
and maturity. It is significant for its associations with the Crichtons, who owned much of the
district land, and in the 1890s with John Turnbull, grazier, of the New Zealand Loan and
Mercantile Company. It once formed the drive to the Turnbull family’s sheep-farming
property1.
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MT. ARARAT PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOUSE, TREES

House, Trees

125 Mt. Ararat Road North, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1847?-

MAP: 19, 768
EAST AMG: 372800
NORTH AMG: 5786900
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Dore family
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HISTORY

This farm complex contains the remains of a 19th century brick homestead, as well as a 1953
homestead.1 It is associated with the Mt. Ararat No. 1 pastoral lease which was in the
Westernport district and first taken up as a 12 month licence by Dore & Hennessy in 1847 but
was first officially gazetted as a 19,000 acre run in October 18482. The next lessee was Dore,
alone, in 1855 and the lease was cancelled in 1861
.
In 1855 surveyor Foot drew up Dore’s 640 acre pre-emptive right which was prior to the
cessation of the major part of the lease in 1861. The surveyed land included the following: a
`station’ with two cultivation areas south of a `thickly wooded rise’ clad with gum and wattle;
Dore’s cultivation paddock close to the Gippsland Road which then ran diagonally through
the property south-west to north-east; and a `wet flat’ with `abundance of grass’ within a
fenced area close to the creek on the west of the property. This plan was drawn when Dore
applied for the pre-emptive to his Mount Ararat Station which was approved by the Governor
in Council in the following year.3

John Dore was from County Limerick (1805-1895) and his first house on the run was
reputedly a slab hut.4

Dore’s second homestead was a solid brick building with a large cellar for storing apples and
other farm produce (a cellar still survives on the site). According to a family history by Dore
descendants, this homestead was built about 1847. This was when the lease was first taken up
which appears unlikely but it may have been one of the structures shown on the 1855 plan.
There is a photograph of this building with a family group in front of what seems to be three
brick wings which survive today in an altered form.5 The nearest wing to the viewer is the
kitchen, with its massive cemented chimney and baking oven, which has a modest
Romanesque character evoked by the coloured brickwork, quoining, and grouped arched
windows. Next to the north is another gabled wing (adverse ridge) which appears in the
photograph to have been rendered: this is where the cellar is located and may be the earliest
part of the house or may have been the added joining piece between the living and detached
kitchen wings of the house. The northern bedroom wing has similar Romanesque
characteristics to the western kitchen wing, with paired arched windows in the east face and a
number of ornamental chimneys along its gabled roofline. The unusual aspect of this wing is
the bracketed verandah which shelters the north side and survives today. Little landscape is
visible except rough grassland.

A sketch signed `Kate’ (Catherine Dore, daughter of John?) shows the old homestead in
some detail and appears to have been based on the photograph.6 Where the family group
block the view to the centre wing, she has shown an alcove or verandah with iron lace
brackets (probably conjectural).

It seems more likely that, as Heather Ronald suggests, that most of this brick homestead was
built after the pre-emptive right was secured (c1856?).7 Shire of Berwick rate records confirm
that there was a substantial house on the site in 1886-87 with a valuation that increased by
1890. John and Patrick Dore, farmers, were listed as owners.8
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A third homestead, which still remains within the present farm complex, was built for John G.
Dore in 1953. A photograph of his home with the old Mt. Ararat homestead in the
background is included in the Dore family history.1 J.G. Dore was a Berwick Shire
Councillor for 40 years.2

A later occupier in the 1950s was Bill Brentnall who now lives in Berwick. It is thought that
many changes to the house occurred under his ownership.

DESCRIPTION

Stylistically similar to the early Lombardic Italian Romanesque designs seen in Sinclair’s
cottage, Fitzroy Gardens (c1866), the north and south wing have unusually shallow gabled
rooflines and formerly coloured brick walls (since rendered or painted).

There is a gabled brick bedroom wing (over-painted) along the north side, with unusual
arcaded chimney shafts and this may have served with a then detached similarly styled
kitchen wing on the south (as seen today from the large chimney). These wings have since
been united by the central cellar wing with its broader gabled roofline. The roofs were
reputedly once slated but are now tiled.

Alterations in the 1950s included new windows on the east and enclosure of a verandah on the
west which linked the two wings (reputedly built last century)3. There is both over-painted
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Mt. Ararat homestead and Dore family (?) showing coloured brickwork and original windows (‘In the Wake of the Pack Tracks’,
p.126)

1 Cochrane and Sullivan, p.5
2 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.17
3 owner pers.com.



face brick (English bond, soft c232x78x102) and ruled stucco at various points around the
house. There is also signs of tuck-pointing while the trimming bricks on the north wing are
visible in places as cream coloured, being around openings.

The interior is plain with largely lathe and plaster or hard plaster finishes with late
nineteenth-century mouldings and four-panel doors. There is a cellar under the section
dividing the two wings.

The outbuildings near the house are unrelated but there is a well nearby.

Garden

The garden surrounds the house which is prominently situated at the top of a hill.
Other than a few trees, much of the ornamental garden surrounding the home building appears
to date from a more recent period than the nineteenth-century century homestead. At the rear
of the house, there is a large white cedar (Melia azedarach) which may date from pre 1900
and two Paulownia which are reputedly from the 1950s.

The remainder of the planting appears to date from after 1900. At the side of the house is a
row of elm trees, mostly small and probably suckers. The main garden is at the rear of the
house, where there is a photinia hedge, camellias, liquidambers, and a pin oak which may all
date from the 1940s or 50s. Near the farm buildings at the end of the drive are a windbreak
row of Monterey cypress(Cupressus macrocarpa) probably planted in the 1920s or later. One
individual specimen tree, not in the row, is particularly large. In the paddock at the front of
the house are a number of mature hawthorns (Crataegus sp.) which may date from pre 1900.

CONDITION

The house has been superficially changed probably mostly in and after the 1950s, with the
bricks being painted over, the eaves on the north being extended, the once slated roofs tiled,
the linking verandah enclosed, and the windows changed on the east.

CONTEXT

The house is surrounded by mature conifers and sited on top of a hill among open pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Mt. Ararat pre-emptive right house, which may date in part from the 1850s-1860s (after
the district pioneer, John Dore secured the pre-emptive right) is significant to the Cardinia
Shire because of its associations with one of the shire’s earliest pastoral runs. The property
has significance for its continuing ownership and use as a farm complex by the Dore family
for over a century. Although the old farm house was altered in the 1950s, it is of significance
for some early remaining elements, particularly the early Lombardic styling which suggests
an architect was involved..

Only some individual trees [white cedar (Melia azedarach) and two Paulownia] are of
contributory significance to the house & property (garden not individually of heritage
significance).
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HOUSE

155 Mt. Burnett Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: c1922

MAP: 9, 740
EAST AMG: .370500
NORTH AMG: .5795400
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,8.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Davis, William
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HISTORY

The heyday of holiday and guest houses at popular mountain resorts was in the 1920s. During
that decade, there were literally dozens of such guest houses in some resort towns.1

Gembrook, 41 miles from Melbourne, and located close to a railway station, was such a
resort town. It was noted for its magnificent fern gullies, the Beenak Falls six miles distant,
and `...a beautiful fern drive along the Pakenham - road’.2

This house on Mt. Burnett Road is thought to have been possibly such a guest house.3 This
house on 40 acres in part of Crown Allotment A, Parish of Gembrook, was owned from 1922
by William Davis.4

No confirmation has been found of the house’s early use as a guest house. It was not listed as
such in The Australian Guest House Journal (1914-c1937), or in Where to Go, the Victorian Railways

Guide to Victorian Country Hotels, Guest and Boarding Houses. Nor was it included in a recent
state-wide typological study of guest houses, which includes two at Gembrook, Sunset in East
Beenak Road (1920s) and Urunga, advertised as a guest house in the 1940s; this was also the
case for the reputed Mt. Eirene guest house (q.v.).5

DESCRIPTION

This unusual but modest gabled house has been clad with panels of fibrous cement sheet, each
joint covered by a timber strap to simulate Tudoresque or Old English half-timbering. This
strapping is set out as an ogee arch over the entry which is sheltered by a hipped and
concave-profile pressed metal hood which suggests a Chinese character. Decorative pressed
metal has also been used in the gable end and as a convex hood over a gabled out-building
which is also clad with fibrous cement sheet and weatherboard (lower wall, gable). This
building and a garage retain their finials and the garage its trussed gable. All roofs are
corrugated iron clad and the chimneys built in red brick, one in a stepped profile.
The house is not a typical one and may have been architect designed for a purpose other than
a farm house. The external colours also appear early.

CONDITION

The house and out-buildings appear poorly maintained and are only in fair condition; some
openings have been sheeted over or altered.

CONTEXT

The complex is set on the side of a hill below and to the north of the Mt. Burnett Road,
overlooking undulating pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Owned in 1922 by William Davis, this house is locally significant for its integrity and stylistic
treatment and of potentially greater significance as an example of the guest and holiday
houses built in popular mountain resorts in that decade.
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1 Gabrielle Moylan and Philippa Watt. `Holiday Guest Houses. A State-wide typological Survey', 1994, p.19.
2 Where to Go..., quoted in Moylan & Watt, p.247.
3 Mt. Eirene guest house owner, assisted by J. Russell. pers. comm.
4 Shire of Berwick RB 1922-23 Beaconsfield Riding No. 2991. NAV £28
5 Moylan & Watt, pp.249-252.



MT. EIRENE GUEST HOUSE

Guest House

lot 28 Mt. Eirene Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1915-20

MAP: 10, 740
EAST AMG: 372400
NORTH AMG: 5795600
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,8.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Stephens, W.G. Question
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HISTORY

Mt. Eirene Guest House run by Miss L. Farrell was listed among Gembrook’s guest houses in
the 1935-36 edition of Where to Go in Victoria a guide book to holiday resorts produced by
the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau.1

The earlier history of this property was found in Shire of Berwick rate records and Titles
Office records concerning its site in Crown Allotment A5, Parish of Gembrook. As early as
1894-95, a Melbourne firm of solicitors, Maddock and Stephens, was rated for the property.2

This was an early period of tourist resort development in Victoria after the introduction of the
railway network. Many holiday resorts sprang up in mountain areas, by the seaside, and by
banks of rivers.3

The Parish of Gembrook plan shows the site of Mt. Eirene Guest House in Crown Allotment
A5 (211 acres), crossed by Mt. Eirene Road and near the Allotment’s southern boundary at
Bessie’s Creek. By 1912-13, Maddocks, solicitor, and W.G. Stephens, draper, not only
owned A5 but also A4.4 By 1917, Stephens was the sole owner.5 The Stephens Estate
owned the property from 1925 until 1936; or later.6

Mrs Laura Farrell (who most probably ran the guest house in the 1930s) was rated for several
allotments of vacant land at Gembrook at this time.7

Titles Office Field Notes and a Lodged Plan, both of the early 1960s, show the subdivision of
Crown Allotment A4 and part of A5 into 29 lots. The 12-acre site of Mt. Eirene, Lot 28, is
located on the north side of Bessie’s Creek. However, an `old post and wire fence’ in Lot 29,
on the south side of the Creek, may have marked the property’s original southern boundary.8

The Mt. Eirene Guest House was not identified in the recent State-wide Typological Study of
Holiday Guest Houses.

DESCRIPTION

This Federation Bungalow style timber former guest house is sited on the south side of the
road in a section which has been alienated by a road deviation. The house has a return
verandah with a slatted frieze, plain posts set on cement bases and fretted brackets shaped
after an Indian form. The main roof form is hipped with gabled roof and room bays used as
ornament, in a trussed form with finials. The roof is clad with corrugated iron and the
chimney is red brick, with a corbelled top.

To the south/east of the house is what is thought to have been a packing shed in a gabled form
with corrugated iron roof, a loft window in the boarded gable end and otherwise, vertically
set corrugated iron wall cladding.

Two large oaks are at the frontage.

CONDITION

The house has been altered (window openings) and added to with a gabled timber wing at
one end of the verandah. The reputed packing shed is in only fair condition.
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1 Where to Go in Victoria, 1935-36, p.93.
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1894-95 Beaconsfield Riding No. 308.
3 G. Moylan & P. Watt, `Holiday Guest Houses, A State-wide Typological Survey', 1994, p.13.
4 Shire of Berwick RB 1912-13 Beaconsfield Parade. Nos. 598, 599.
5 Ibid. 1917-18 No. 1888.
6 Ibid. 1925-26 No. 1489; 1935-36 No. 1781.
7 Ibid. 1935-36 Nos. 589, 590.
8 Lodged Plan 59034; Field Note. 59034.



CONTEXT

The buildings are set off the road on the side of a hill near mature native and exotic trees.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Mt. Eirene Guest House, which was owned by W.G. Stephens, draper, in c1913, is of
significance to the Cardinia Shire as one of the few remaining examples of the many guest
houses that were built in Victorian holiday resorts in the post-First World War period. The
property has significance for its associations in the 1930s with Mrs Laura Farrell, who
advertised Mt. Eirene in Railway Department Tourist Guides of the period.
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COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA, FORMER

Bank

5 (?) Nar Nar Goon Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1893

MAP: 25
EAST AMG: 375000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4, 9.9
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Commercial Bank of Australia.
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HISTORY

This former Commercial Bank was constructed in 1893-94.1 It is one of a number of 19th
century township buildings remaining at Nar Nar Goon. Its site was on lots formed by a
subdivision of the original J. Smith Crown Allotment 82, 279 acres adjoining Dore and
Hennessy’s Mt. Ararat Creek PR block.2

Nar Nar Goon township was located on the site of the 1840s Mt. Ararat pastoral run. It owed
its origins to the timber trade and building boom in Melbourne in the 1880s. From 1883 it
was the third most important point of despatch for West Gippsland timber.3 Such districts
could afford substantial township buildings.
The Commercial Bank of Australia used the architect Lloyd Tayler (among others) to design
branch banks at this time (Mooroopna, Omeo, Mornington): this may have been one of his
designs although the bank did not always employ architects4.

DESCRIPTION

This parapeted and stuccoed Italian renaissance styled bank is typical of 19th century
architect branch bank designs. However this bank reputedly has its interior fittings intact5.
Set on a minute frontage, the front of the bank has deeply ruled stucco to resemble stone
blocks. The window has a moulded cement architrave and above it is the main cornice and
entablature of the building. Access to the recessed entrance is via some steps.

CONDITION

The bank is externally near original

CONTEXT

The bank once faced the Station Street entry where the old Nar Nar Goon store stood until
1994. Some stone and brick street paving/guttering survived ( red pressed bullnose Hoffman
brand brickwork) there, adding to the precinctual character at that time. Nearby on the next
corner south, is the more recent post office which lends further emphasis to the former
commercial and civic nature of this area.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The former Commercial Bank of Australia, constructed in 1893-94, is significant to the
Cardinia Shire as the oldest architect designed commercial building in the Shire, the relative
sophistication of its design and for its associations with the early history of the small Nar Nar
Goon township. It is significant as one of a small number of 19th century buildings remaining
at Nar Nar Goon. Located on the site of the 1840s Mt. Ararat pastoral run, the township owed
its origins to the timber trade and Melbourne’s building boom in the 1880s. The parapeted and
stuccoed Italian Renaissance styled bank building is a significant example of the substantial
commercial buildings that such prosperous timber trade townships could afford. The bank
has added significance for its near original exterior.
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1 Shire of Berwick RB 1893-4, Pakenham Riding No. 86
2 Parish of Nar Nar Goon. Parish Plan.
3 McCarthy,M. Settlers and Sawmillers, p.10
4 Trethowan, table p.13
5 pers. comm. owner



BUNYIP STATE SCHOOL SS2229, CYPRESS HEDGE

(PART)

School, Trees

Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1930-1

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Government

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 286



HISTORY

The history of the present Bunyip Primary school, and the earlier primary school buildings, is
associated with the development of Bunyip from 1880. This was the time when the `New
Bunyip near the new railway station replaced `Old Buneep.’ The earlier township site was on
the old Melbourne to Sale track east of the present town.1 As in all the Shire townships,
schools were among the first buildings constructed and became important community
centres.
On 21 January 1880, Bunyip Primary School opened in a schoolhouse, 24 by 16 feet, with
three-roomed quarters for the teacher attached. It was erected on a five acre block, part of a
forfeited selection, and is now the present site of the Bunyip & West Gippsland Community
Health Service. Enrolment in the first year was only 32 pupils.2

As the numbers increased, reaching 89 in 1895, more accommodation was needed. Later, by
the turn of the century, when Bunyip had become the largest Berwick Shire township, it was
reported in September 1907 that 112 children were attending the primary school.3

A senior classroom and a new residence were added in 1908 to the original wooden building,
which was used as a shelter shed.4 A view of the school in 1909 shows the new wooden
structure. Its eastern window, which contained 90 panes of glass, was reputedly `the largest
window in any state school in Victoria.’5

The school was destroyed by fire on 30 May 1929 and a new and bigger school was built on a
new and larger site. This was 10 acres of land at the south-west edge of town, diagonally
opposite the first site. During the period of construction, the school was conducted in St.
Thomas’s Church hall for Grades 1 to 4, and the Bunyip Mechanics’ Institute.6

The new school building was opened on 10 April 1931. It was of solid brick construction and
consisted of three classrooms, an office and storeroom. Two additional timber classrooms
were added in 1954. Following a further increase in school numbers, a further room was
added to the rear in 1978. A new library was opened on 1 May 1980, constructed by local
builder, Mel Gibson.7

One of the head teachers, Frederick K Anderson (1969-) wrote a short history of the school in
the 1970s8.

DESCRIPTION

This red brick, tiled and hipped roof school once had a splendid cypress hedge with the
school’s name clipped into the street frontage. This former landmark has been recently and
progressively reduced in length. The school itself is neo-Georgian in style with multi-paned
windows and an arcaded porch, using the brickwork as hood moulds over each arch. It is a
typical school of its era and location but is well preserved and the only one of its era in the
study area (region).

CONDITION

The brick section of the school is externally near original but the hedge and angle-rail front
fence have been changed. Unrelated wings have been added to one end of the original school.

CONTEXT

The school is sited at the edge of town, with mainly rural pasture as a context and the railway
reserve opposite.
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1 Nest, D., Bunyip Primary School. A Brief History 1880-1980.
2 Nest,D. p.1
3 Nest, D. Call of the Bunyip, p.40
4 Nest, D., Call of the Bunyip, p.42
5 Nest, pp.41-42
6 Nest, pp.42, 59
7 Brief History, p.2
8 Vision & Realisation, Vol.3, p.1216



SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip State School SS2229 has significance for Cardinia Shire as an important community
landmark built in the 1930s, a period of expansion for Bunyip. The splendid cypress hedge
was notable once, with the school’s name clipped into the street frontage; this type of topiary
being once a more common element in the Shire and the State but now rare. The red brick,
tiled and hipped roof school, opened on 10 April 1931 is also significant for its external state
of preservation and as the only school of its era and style in the Shire.
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GARFIELD COMMERCIAL PRECINCT

Precinct, commercial

Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920-30s

MAP: 26, 922
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
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HISTORY

The Garfield commercial precinct along the Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road is associated
with Garfield’s 1920s boom era. Following the completion of the Swamp drainage scheme in
the first decade of this century, Garfield became a prosperous farming and orcharding
district, coupled with the growth of an associated shopping and business centre. This
development reached its peak during the 1920s period. According to a 1962 publication,
`This period was marked by a boom, during which most of the shopping centre was built, and
farming properties improved.’1 Reputedly there was also a fire in the commercial strip during
the 1920s which necessitated some rebuilding2.
In the 1920s, many local people purchased their first motor cars and trucks. The radio arrived
in the town. The reconstruction of the Princes Highway was commenced at this time, as was
work on the State Rivers Channel, which soon supplied water to the town people. Electric
power was supplied at the time, the first at Garfield, by the power plant at the Garfield Picture
Theatre built in 1924.3

The origin of the present Garfield township was associated with the opening of the Cannibal
Creek Siding when the Gippsland Railway was extended to the Garfield area in the late
1870s. The name of the siding and the township was later changed to that of the American
President, Garfield.4

The present commercial precinct along the Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road retains a character
that reflects the 1920s boom era. This character is created by the remaining 1920s bakery and
residence, J. & M.E. Lowndes; the former E S & A Bank (now ANZ) built in 1925; and the
historic former Garfield Picture Theatre (still with the original sign on its facade) opened in
1924, and now used as an antique and second-hand shop. It was one of only two picture
theatres in the Shire, the other being at Pakenham, but considerably less intact.
A 1929 Army Survey map shows the Garfield commercial centre surrounded by district
orchards.5

DESCRIPTION

Content:

* Garfield War Memorial, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Picture Theatre, 51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence, 41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Butcher, 55 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Fleecy Fabric; Wool & Craft, 57-59 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Glenise Gifts.., 61- Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Milk Bar, 69 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Videos, 71 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Pizza, 73-75 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Newsagency, 77 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* ANZ Bank, 79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Shop, 81-83, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road
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1 Back to Garfield, June 1962, p.10
2 not verified
3 Back to Garfield, pp.10-12
4 Back to Garfield, pp.5, 6
5 Drouin, Prep. Australian Section Imperial General Staff, 1929



* Shop 87 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Country Style Meats, 89 ?, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Store, rear L&J Motors, 101-103, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* 105 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

This precinct is a combination of brick and stucco commercial mainly one storey buildings
from the period c1920-30 with major structures including the picture theatre and hotel. The
strip faces the railway reserve and tree planting on the reserve.

CONDITION

Most of the elements in this streetscape are in externally near original (see individual entries).

CONTEXT

As at Bunyip, the Garfield commercial strip is one-sided and faces the train line, being
indicative of its origins.

SIGNIFICANCE:

This precinct has significance for Cardinia Shire for its associations with the development of
the Garfield area from the 1920s which in turn was a result of more intense settlement of the
farming districts around the town. The character of the precinct is created by the key
buildings such as the remaining bakery and residence, the former ES&A Bank and the former
Garfield Picture Theatre, one of only two surviving picture theatres in the shire.
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HASSETT’S BUTCHER SHOP & RESIDENCE

Shop, House

19 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Tynong

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 (shop)

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 380000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4, 9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Cousins, George E.
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HISTORY

On 5 March 1920 a notice appeared in the district press addressed to the `Inhabitants of
Garfield, Iona, Cora Lynn and Nar Nar Goon’. It announced that G.E. Cousins `Having built
an up-to-date Butchers Shop, Main Street (Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road), Tynong, will call
around the district’. Cousins promised the `Best Meat and Small Goods, at Reasonable
Prices,’ and `Good Meat at Lowest Possible Prices’. He said that his `shop and premises (had
been) inspected and passed by the Board of Heath’.1

It is thought that this 1920 shop is the earliest portion of the present butcher’s shop at 19 Nar
Nar Goon, Longwarry Road, Tynong. The Iona Riding records for that year confirmed that
George E. Cousins, butcher, was the owner/occupier of a house and shop at Tynong.2

Cousins owned a lot at Tynong valued at only £8 the previous year.3 By 1925, Cousins, the
Tynong butcher, also owned some acres of land at Koo-wee-rup. 4 Cousins was listed at
Tynong still in 1931 in the Sands and McDougall’s Victorian directories. However, in 1935,
his address was given as butcher at Nar Nar Goon.5 However, he was listed as the Tynong
butcher still in the 1937 Directory.
A new Tynong butcher, Ephraim W.Hughes, was associated with Cousin’s butcher’s shop,
house and yards in Crown Allotment 9, in the late 1920s.6.By 1945, he was rated as the sole
owner of the shop and house.7.
In the 1960s and 1970s, R.W. Maisey and Sons and Peter Maisey were associated with the
Tynong Butchery. It passed to the Hollis family and in the 1980s was described as an `old
brick and galvanised iron shop’ with a weatherboard garage, a stable, and a weatherboard
store room. It was sold in July 1991 for $68,000 to Adelheid Alexander Rafferty of
Maryknoll. By 1992, Valuer’s records listed the `old brick and g.i. shop’, the weatherboard
house with two bedrooms, lounge, kitchen and sunroom in `fair, average’ condition; a garage,
and sundry sheds. It was noted that the property was `Not used as Butcher’s shop as
advised.’8. More recent signs on the building cite Hassett as the owner but also mention Peter
Maisey.

DESCRIPTION

This altered weatherboarded and hipped roof house is next to and behind a well-preserved
gabled brick shop which has been apparently added to one end of the house. The roof form of
the house and chimneys (Jefferson bricks?) suggest a construction date early this century, in
the Edwardian-era. The verandah brackets are further proof of this although the verandah
roof has been recently replaced in a bullnose-profile. The addition of the shop in 1920
appears feasible given its broad gabled form and bullnose-profile shop verandah. The timber
show window appears original. The painted signs on the shop (Hassett’s..) may be from the
1950s or later.

CONDITION

The house verandah has been replaced, a new Edwardian style capped picket fence has been
erected at the frontage and the street verandah of the shop is in poor condition. otherwise the
complex is in fair condition.

CONTEXT

The shop is isolated from the main commercial `centre’ in Railway Avenue (see number 40).
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1 Bunyip and Garfield Express 5 March 1920.
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1920-21 Iona Riding No. 1426 NAV £25
3 Ibid. 1919-20 No. 638.
4 Ibid. 1925-26 Nos. 4056, 4057.
5 Shire of Berwick RB 1935-36 No. 4597.
6 Ibid 1929-30 Nos. 2068, 2069
7 Ibid. 1945-46 Nos. 299-300
8 Cardinia Shire Valuer's cards



SIGNIFICANCE:

Hassett’s Butcher Shop and residence is significant as a relatively well-preserved and
substantial example of a 1920s commercial building associated with George E.Cousins, an
early Tynong butcher. This business delivered meat to a number of shire townships, including
Garfield, Iona, Cora Lynn and Nar Nar Goon, as well as Tynong, and is significant as an
illustration of the way such township centres serviced surrounding farming areas.
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J & ME LOWNDES BAKERY & RESIDENCE

Shop, House

41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925c

MAP: 26, 922
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.17
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Lowndes, J & M?
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Killary front elevation (from Linda Weatherhead, Heritage Studies 1 project, 1991)



HISTORY

This shop and residence constructed c1925 dates from the decade in which, according to one
district history, `most of the shopping centre was built and farming properties were
improved.’
It was a period when many local people purchased their first motor car, the radio arrived, and
the Garfield Picture Theatre opened. Garfield people received their first electric power
supplies from the power plant at the picture theatre. This theatre survives today as an antique
and second-hand shop. This property continued until the onset of the economic depression at
the end of the decade.
The bakers operating in the town at this time were Harrington, Jack and Wall Bros.1 It is not
known which of these occupied the present bakery. R. Wall and A. Jennings were the Garfield
bakers in the 1930s, and V. Maud, the only baker in the 1940s. In the 1950s, there were three
bakers came and went from the town, Maud, Umlauft and Badstone but by 1962, J and M.E.
Lowndes, bakers, were advertising their business as `Bakers of Garfield.’2 This was another
period of prosperity for Garfield.3

A Title Search may be needed to determine the exact date of construction of these buildings
and the owner/occupier in the 1920s.

DESCRIPTION

This brick parapeted shop has a timber post verandah, attached to the corner of a gabled
Bungalow style red brick residence; both are sited on the south-east corner of Ritchie Street.
The parapet has a faded sign, `JE & ME Lowndes P/L Baker’ and the shopfronts appear
original. The house is set close to the street, has a bayed window and a small porch-verandah
with a corrugated iron skillion roof, brick piers and paired timber posts. The gable end is clad
with fibrous cement sheet, with the cover straps at the joints providing a modest half-timbered
look. There is no front fence to the house but a simple square-top picket is used beside the
shop.

CONDITION

The shop and residence are externally near original except for the probable removal of the
house front fence.

CONTEXT

The shop & residence are major elements in the Garfield commercial streetscape which dates
predominantly from their era.

SIGNIFICANCE:

J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence, constructed c 1925, is of significance to Cardinia Shire
as an example of an early shop in one of the shire’s township service centres. It is a
significant component in the Garfield’s commercial precinct, and is associated with the area’s
1920s boom period. The building is significant, also, as a rare example of an early unaltered
bakery and residence, and an important commercial building in a small country town.
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GARFIELD PICTURE THEATRE

Theatre

51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925

MAP: 26, 922
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,7.5,9.13
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Donohue, Mr.
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HISTORY

The Garfield Picture Theatre was built between 1924 and 1925 for Mr. Donohue with a power
house at the rear and a 230 volt generator.1 Early photographs show the `Theatre under
construction’ in 1924 and the completed building.2

Cinema had come to Garfield earlier that decade, Harrington’s Electra Pictures being held in
the Garfield Hall, showing Hollywood movies such as Douglas Fairbanks in Wild and
Woolly.3

The Garfield Picture Theatre was an unusually substantial country cinema constructed during
the 1920s Australia-wide boom in cinema building. During this era, cinemas in the suburbs or
country towns were more likely to be existing buildings converted to theatre use, or large shed
or barn-like structures. However, Victorian cinemas tended to be more substantial than those
in Sydney.4

The Garfield Theatre not only provided entertainment but was the source of the first supply of
electric power to the town before the SEC came there.5 The Garfield Theatre survives,
although altered in detail but still with the old name on its facade, as a second-hand and
antique shop.

DESCRIPTION

This is a large well-preserved and gabled red brick theatre, with a spartan but close to original
interior. The words `Garfield Picture Theatre’ are in large raised cement letters on the front of
the building. The external form is typically gabled with a piered and parapeted cement and
brick (overpainted) foyer and office wing at the front; this is composed in a tripartite form,
with a raised panel at the centre and capped piers at the sides. A deep cantilever street
verandah extends from the front, with an ovolo moulded and panelled fascia. The front door
and window openings appear to be as original and a red brick chimney is a practical touch to
one of the rooms.

Behind is the high gabled of the auditorium with its cemented capping and some cemented
mouldings over a vent in the gable-end. The roof is clad with corrugated iron. Inside the roof
is unlined with steel-trusses exposed. Some plaster detailing exists around the proscenium and
other parts of the interior.

CONDITION

The building is externally near original except for the painted brickwork.

CONTEXT

The theatre is a major element in the Garfield commercial streetscape which dates
predominantly from this era.
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1 The Gazette, 28 November 1990. Article by Bill Parrish
2 Back to Garfield, 1962, pp.45
3 Garfield & Bunyip Express, 20 February 1920
4 Thorne,Ross . Picture Palace Architecture in Australia, 1976, pp.10-11
5 Back to Garfield, p.11



SIGNIFICANCE:

Garfield Picture Theatre, built between 1924 and 1925 for a Mr. Donohue, is significant to
Cardinia Shire as an unusually substantial country cinema dating from the Australia-wide
boom in cinema building in that decade. It is significant as one of the few picture theatre
buildings remaining in the shire. The Garfield Theatre was of historical significance as the
first supplier of electric power to the town. The building has significance as a major element
in the Garfield commercial streetscape which dates predominantly from the 1920s era. It is
significant, too, for its near original exterior with the old name on the facade, although now
used as an antique shop.
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ANZ BANK

Bank

79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1925

MAP: 26, 922
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.9
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: English Scottish & Australian. Bank
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HISTORY

The construction of this former E.S. & A. Bank in 1925 was associated with a boom period in
Garfield, one of the Shire’s major timber towns. District rate records confirmed that rates
were paid in January 1925 for the E.S. & A. Banking chamber in Garfield Town. The
manager listed was H.A. Gardiner.1

The period 1921-1930 was described as a boom time in an official 1962 Garfield publication.
According to this account, during these years `most of the shopping centre was built and
farming properties were improved.’ Many local people purchased their first motor cars and
trucks, and radios. A local picture theatre was built and supplied the first electric power to the
town. The Princes Highway was reconstructed and the water supply improved.2

Trethowan’s Victorian banks study lists only the Malvern branch, designed by architects
Oakley & Parkes, in this era with a branch Tooronga also designed by them. In 1928-9, the
Lang Lang, Caulfield and Balwyn branches were designed by Twentyman & Askew and it is
possible this branch was designed by them3.

DESCRIPTION

This is a two-storey clinker brick and stucco bank building (including residence on the upper
level) with Greek/Georgian revival stylistic treatment including the hipped and tiled roof,
Doric order colonettes at the main window opening, saltire cross glazing mullions, expressed
voussoirs over the two doorways, smooth rustication in the central window, the 8-panel door
pair, the bayed symmetrical elevation and the multi-pane glazing.

CONDITION

The bank is externally near original except for the added signs and the new glazed doors to
one opening.

CONTEXT

The bank is a major element in the Garfield commercial streetscape which dates
predominantly from the bank era.

SIGNIFICANCE:

ANZ Bank, built as an E.S.&A Bank in 1925, is significant to Cardinia Shire as a major
commercial building associated with a boom period in Garfield, one of the shire’s most
prosperous timber towns at that time. The bank is significant, also, as an important element in
the Garfield commercial streetscape which dates predominantly from the 1920s. The
two-storey clinker brick and stucco bank building with a residence on the upper level, has
significance for its near original exterior. The inclusion of the residence is significant as an
illustration of the lifestyle of a country bank manager.
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NAR NAR GOON GROWERS & PACKERS SHED

Packing Shed

63 Nar Nar Goon Road, Nar Nar Goon

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: c1965

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 375000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Downes, RE&ME; Barker Growers & Packers P/L
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HISTORY

This packing shed appears to be located on land leased in 1876 by Michael Hogan, a ganger
on the railways. A few years later, Hogan transferred his 118 acre (c47ha) allotment to James
Ramage and William Clink, selectors, and Joseph Moyle, contractor, all of Gembrook.1 By
1885, the Certificate of Title for Crown Allotment 81A was issued to William Maple of Ross
Town, Caulfield, overseer.2

In the early 1950s, James Donald McIvor, a Narre Warren farmer, and Mrs Clara Gay,
purchased this 118 acre property in Crown Allotment 81A1 from Miss Mary Smith for
£5800.3 Miss Smith had grazed cattle on the property from at least the late 1920s.4 The new
owners built a house and dairy there, carrying dairying and vegetable growing until it was
sold to Roy and Eva Downes. By 1954, two houses were listed on the property and the
valuation had more than doubled.5

During the Downes’ ownership, in the late 1950s, a road house and weighbridge were built on
the property (then including CA81A2)6. A number of structures was also listed in the rate
records and, later, in 1969-72, the Downes were rated for a roadhouse, weighbridge and bulk
store which was used as a depot for local farmers and later a truck and general storage depot.7

The weighbridge was a busy site from the 1960s until it closed in the 1980s, as they also
provided offices for Dan Cunningham, potato merchant and RE & ME Downes, carriers and
the Department of Agriculture potato inspectors8. The road house and weighbridge were
separated from the property and sold to Delta, a petrol company, in 19859

The balance of the property was sold to Barker Growers & Packers P/L and almost
immediately they constructed a new steel-framed store c.1965, operating as Allstates Growers
& Packers and packing potatoes and onions10. From 1979, the packing shed was operated by
Addams Barker Packers P/L of Beaconsfield under the name of the Nar Nar Goon Growers &
Packers shed.
By the 1970s, this building was listed in Valuer’s records -a steel-framed packing shed with a
gable roof and concrete floor. The 1979-82 Valuer’s card listed a packing shed; truck and
packing shed; an `A’ frame cool store; galvanised iron shed and concrete paving. Building
permits were obtained in 1980-81 for a truck loading bay ($11,000) and truck and packing
shed ($16,000). In the 1980s, the farm buildings were an office, packing shed, a truck and
packing shed and annexe, `A’ frame cool store (an `obsolete’ cool store). G.I. shed and a
machinery shed.11 A number of structures have been added since and the present owners, Red
Gem Packers P/L, have grown to be among the largest packers of table potatoes and onions in
Australia.12

DESCRIPTION

This is a large gabled corrugated iron clad shed with steel-framed windows and dark storage
areas visible within. A number of added wings has accumulated over the years, some
recently. The structure relatively recent but nevertheless demonstrates a type of building
associated with agriculture which was and is a paramount industry in the area.

CONDITION

The shed has been added to on at least two sides but at a lower level such that the original
form can still be recognised. Future additions are planned which will surround the building,
leaving the original form visible only from within.13
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CONTEXT

The shed is located just off the Princes Highway (as its main transport mode) behind a road
house, and with agricultural land to the south and west.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Nar Nar Goon Growers & Packers Shed is significant to the locality of Nar Nar Goon because
it provides evidence of the development of potato growing in that district and is an expression
of the everyday lives of working people in the Shire over a 30 year period.
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KILLARY

House, Farm Complex

160 Nine Mile Road, Tynong South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910

MAP: 25,768
EAST AMG: 379000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,10.7,10.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Gleeson, Thomas F; Gleeson, P J
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Killary front elevation (from Linda Weatherhead, Heritage Studies 1 project, 1991)



HISTORY

A rate book search confirmed that from 1910 this property was associated with the Gleesons,
a Tynong farming family. In that year, the site of Killary (Crown Allotments 46 and 51E,
Parish of Koo-wee-rup) and four other allotments were owned by Thomas and Ann Gleeson.
The farm then covered a total of 347 acres and was valued at £232.1

Early swamp land maps show that Crown Allotments 51E (the site of Killary) and 46 were
owned by A. Gleeson as early as 1900/1901.2 By 1916-17, Ann and Peter Gleeson were rated
for 190 acres in Crown Allotments 46 and 51E and another allotment, CA45, with a
combined valuation of £220.3

After Peter J Gleeson’s grandfather, Thomas Frederick Gleeson, died (he built the house,
c1910), damp in the fernery and kitchen attached to the house prompted Gleeson’s father to
cut that section of the house off c1937. It was transported further south along the Nine Mile
Road and converted to a cottage (survives)4.
The present four main rooms comprise the remainder of the house but had also become
ruinous by the 1960s-70s. After his marriage PJ Gleeson contemplated demolition but his
wife, Nanette Karalyn, opted for refurbishment; reblocking and repair of cracking followed
such that the task was completed to its present form c1990. Dating the house was assisted by
a date (1910) written on one of the pieces of corrugated iron in the hay shed (thought to be
contemporary)5.
Gleeson’s grandfather had planted about 300 acres of potatoes which was a sizeable capital
investment for the time. He made only 10/- per ton on some of the early plantings and stood to
lose a considerable amount from the project6. He then went to Brisbane to recover from an
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Killary in its setting, 1995

1 Shire of Berwick RB 1910-11, Iona Riding No. 1395, 1396; the current owner, Peter Gleeson, says CA45 also
2 T. McGauran. Swamp Land Parishes of Koo-wee-rup, Koo-wee-rup East, Yallock and Yannathan, 7 November 1901
3 Shire of Berwick RB 1916-17, Iona Riding No. 1375
4 PJ Gleeson, pers. Comm.
5 verified to Gleeson by Paddy Crudden, now dead
6 ibid.



asthma attack. On his return prices stood at £35 per ton and he dug the remainder, making his
fortune and building this house and shed1.
Gleeson senior was born in a `little house’ named Killary in the village of Killoloe, County
Clare2. He and his wife Anne came to Victoria in the late 1880s, 1890s and settled in
Melbourne. Forming the Melbourne Sand Co., he made money carting sand in drays from the
Frankston foreshore (common practice into this century) to Port Melbourne3. Having sold the
company to McGrath, Gleeson first bought land on the Main Drain but lost many potato
crops from floods such that this site was purchased4. The block opposite was purchased by
(Sir) William Pitt who always planted pines there5.
More recent additions were built by Nance & Ryan of Tynong. The pergolas were built by
Lodge Brothers, using a Maltese stonemason from Tynong, c1938-40 (link with the shrine
quarry?).

DESCRIPTION

This is a large and notable weatherboard Queen Anne style villa and contemporary farm
buildings, now owned by PJ Gleeson and set on the south bank of the Northern Boundary
Drain. The upper wall cladding is in a rusticated form with notched or shingle-pattern boards
under the sill line. The corrugated iron clad roof is typically high-hipped with terra-cotta (or
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Killary- side elevation showing the two stages of construction (Linda Weatherhead, Heritage Studies 1 project, 1991)

1 ibid.
2 P Gleeson, pers.com.
3 ibid.
4 ibid., lot 46/E Thomas Gleeson 122a, Annie Gleeson CA51/E see `Swamp Land..' plan held by Gleeson
5 Gleeson, pers. Comm.



simulated terra-cotta) ridge cappings and hipped roofs (with gabled minor bays) over the
extended room bays. These bays terminate the return bullnose verandah, with its slatted
frieze (wave pattern), turned posts and fretted brackets. The distinctive part of the house is the
octagonal broach-form turret at the corner, set within the verandah.
The chimneys are red brick with exaggerated ribbing and corbelled cornice mouldings and the
timber-framed windows grouped as casements with toplights for the main rooms and
double-hung sashes for the minor windows.
The house is thought to have been extended in the same style at the rear from the projecting
room bay on the side elevation. This may have been done at the same time as the landscaping
which included the stone-pillared pergola1.
The house has a notable well preserved interior with oak dado panelling, fretted trussing
across window bays, picture rails, moulded plaster cornices and ceilings set out in panels
with rosettes, polished Edwardian-era timber mantles with leaded glass inserts and polished
folding doors which enable communicating rooms. The name of the house, Killary, is set in
leaded glass as the upper segment-arched panel of the front door. It has side and top lights of
similar glazing.
It was reputedly architect designed as was the large hipped-roof open hay shed at the rear,
with its stout supporting posts and angle-strutting. The brand on one piece of iron in the hay
shed is a diamond pattern (blue) `GM’. There is also a large brick tank at the rear of the
house.
Much of the planting is recent, with only the three Cupressus torulosa probably dating from
the 1920-30s.

CONDITION

The hay shed and the house are externally near original except for alterations at the back
where the kitchen was sited.

CONTEXT

The house is set on reclaimed swamplands, being flat pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Killary, built in 1910 for the Gleesons, is significant to Cardinia Shire as a large and notable
weatherboard Queen Anne style villa, with contemporary farm buildings. The house and hay
shed are thought to be architect-designed and both are externally near original except for
alterations at the back.
Killary has historical significance for its long association with the Gleeson family who still
own the property, and its location on the reclaimed swamp lands, the size and design of the
house being indicative of the diversity of holdings in the former swamp areas.
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CORA LYNN WAR MEMORIAL

Monument

off Nine Mile Road, Cora Lynn

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920s

MAP: 30, 768
EAST AMG: 378000
NORTH AMG: 5777000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.7,9.3
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HISTORY

This memorial was moved from the old hall site (after the 1934 floods?) and bears the
inscription `Cora Lynn’s Tribute of Love and Gratitude to her Glorious Dead and to her
Returned Men who fought to keep our Empire free’.1.

DESCRIPTION

The upper section of this granite obelisk is in the traditional tapered form, in a dressed finish,
and the lower tiered sections are in a quarry-faced stone. The base, and fence piers are
cement-rendered, with pipe rails, and appear to be of a later construction date. This concurs
with the advice that the monument has been moved.

CONDITION

Given the relocation, generally original.

CONTEXT

The monument is sited high on the bank of the Main Drain and opposite the store in one of the
main public areas of the locality.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built sometime in the 1920s the Cora Lynn war memorial is significant to the locality of Cora
Lynn, as one of the few early public structures in this small town and hence (with the store
and butter factory) aids in demarcating the town itself. The memorial is significant for its
reflection of the effects on the community of the Great War; its landmark quality and the
application of stone craftsmanship.
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VILLA MARIA, LATER VILLA MAR

Rest home complex, Trees

27 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1915c

MAP: 18
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5787000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.4,10.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Catholic Church; O’Neill, John
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HISTORY

This farm complex which includes a 1915 residence built as St Vincent’s Convalescence
Home contains buildings from its earliest ownership by the O’Neill family, district pioneer
settlers.1

A search of land files showed that the site was once on the Panty Gurn Gurn pastoral run. In
1870, C.F. Henry, lessee of that run, requested that Crown Allotments 34 (the site of Villa
Maria) and 35 should be excluded from selection because, with the homestead, were all that
remained of the run. However, he later withdrew his demand, feeling it might hold up
development of the area.2

Michael O’Neill, a Berwick farmer, who leased the Villa Maria site from 1870, built a lathe
and plaster, wood and thatch cottage there valued at £12 and grew oats. He transferred the
property to his brother, John O’Neill, in 1874. The Crown Grant was issued to John O’Neill
exec. Michael O’Neill died in November 1880.3 Reputedly, after their death, the O’Neills
bequeathed the property to the Sisters of Charity.
It was announced in the Catholic press in February 1915 that a Beaconsfield site had been
purchased by St Vincent’s Hospital for a `home for the poor who, after leaving St Vincent’s
Hospital, require some rest to enable them to regain strength to work for themselves and those
dependent on them; `It was to be run by the Sisters of Charity at Beaconsfield, and would be
ready for patients on March 1, 1915. The site contained `100 acres of good land.’4.
The name, Villa Maria, was given to the property, although it was also advertised as St.
Vincent’s Rest Home. A photograph of the house was included in an advertisement of 20
February. The house was described as ` A veritable bush retreat, without the drawbacks of
bush life, recently erected’ and offered `fresh air, fresh farm produce, and delightful
surroundings.’ Indeed, `Open-Air-Treatment (was) a Speciality.’5.
It was reported in August 1915, that 86 patients had received treatment at the home, which
was especially intended for women and children.6. However, in October 1916, it was decided
to close the house as a convalescent home as it was `too far removed from the city.’ Instead, it
was to be opened by Miss Ethel Roper as `Villa Maria’, a `paying guest’ house. 7.
In the 1960s, Villa Maria was sold to Alexander Sydney Thomas and Rose Gladys Irvine and
run as a rest home. Cardinia Shire Valuer’s records confirm that by this time the four-acre
property contained a large Rest Home and a smaller house. After a legal battle, the property
was re-named Villa Mar, its present name for use as a Pensioner Rest Home.

DESCRIPTION

This is a Federation Bungalow styled farm house sited at the top of a hill and concealed by a
mature garden and trees reached by a long drive from a picketed entrance (round-head).
The complex includes: an Edwardian-era weatherboard former rest home with a corrugated
iron roof, 12 bedrooms, a kitchen, dining room, a former chapel and two bathrooms.
There is also a smaller contemporary house at the rear, with three bedrooms and a verandah,
which was reputedly once used by the priests and another cottage once occupied by the farm
manager. Outbuildings include poultry sheds and a galvanised iron garage with an earth
floor 8.
The main hipped roof is augmented by gabled projecting room bays with some ornate
leadlight windows and door-lights (one bearing the name of the house) The bullnose profile
verandah encircles the front of the house and is decorated with fretted timber friezes. The
house interior is notable for the former chapel, the internal verandahed courtyard and the
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ornamental ceilings throughout. There is reputedly a well under the kitchen cupboard (perhaps
from the O’Neill occupation?) and a windmill was once near the kitchen door.
The garden evokes two distinct periods, one of the c1900 era and the other of the 1930s or
later. The drive is lined with Monterey pines while the house garden contains Monterey
cypress, deodar cedar, elms, golden privet hedges, Camellia japonica (numerous),
rhododendrons, Erythina sp., an old fig, quince and peach trees. There is a small ornamental
concrete lined pond of the 1930s which takes the overflow from the well.

CONDITION

The original wings of the houses are in generally externally original condition, unrelated with
additions at the rear of the main house.

CONTEXT

The site is on a hill, set among pasture, overlooking the Princes Highway and on the fringe of
the urban area.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Villa Maria is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a well-preserved stylistically sophisticated
villa closely associated with the Catholic Church, with identifiable and notable Catholic
attributes such as the inner courtyard and chapel. The house has important leadlight and
ceiling detailing, along with original joinery in the main rooms.
Villa Maria also represents the type of rural retreat which the area was then noted for and
may, by remnant fabric in the building, reflect some aspect of the long O’Neill tenure.
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HOLM PARK

House, Garden, Trees

237 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1877-9

MAP: 18,739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5791000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.3,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Ramsden, George; Armytage, Mrs Caroline (1883-
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HISTORY

Holm Park, in its garden setting and on its elevated site, remains as a fine example of the
gentlemen’s residences built in the Beaconsfield district during the late 1870s and 1880s. It
was the country home of the Armytage family for more than 40 years.

George Ramsden, a Melbourne financier, acquired the site and constructed Holm Park in
about 1879.1 After Ramsden had reputedly offered the property to the Governor of Victoria as
a country seat (he chose Mt. Macedon), Holm Park was sold to Caroline, the widow of
Charles Armytage.2

Charles Henry Armytage (1824-1876), pastoralist, owned a number of large Victorian
properties. They included Mostyn and Fulham Stations in the Western District and Mt.
Sturgeon station. But Armytage preferred to live in Melbourne and placed managers on his
stations. He lived at Como in South Yarra, which he purchased in 1863. From there he
directed his pastoral empire. Armytage died on 26 April 1876, leaving an estate of £120,000.
His widow Caroline (nee Tuckwell), whom he had married in 1856, his 5 sons and 5
daughters, toured Europe for a few years and on their return bought Holm Park near
Beaconsfield in 1883, and Afton Downs in Queensland.3

The Armytages extended Holm Park, much as they had extended Como), adding a large
servants’ wing and a ballroom at the rear. An extensive exotic garden was developed,
probably prior to 1900.4

An 1899 tourist guide to the Beaconsfield district described Holm Park, `the country home of
Mrs. C. Armytage’ in these words: `The house, which is hidden from the road, is reached by
an avenue a mile in length. Situate on a commanding eminence, surrounded by beautifully
kept grounds, replete with all the comforts of an Australian home of the better class, this is an
ideal county residence.’5 The guide book included a view of home park showing its extensive
grounds and tree planting.6 The Armytage family retained the ownership of Holm Park until
about 1945.7

DESCRIPTION

Holm Park is a large stuccoed hipped roof Italianate-style house with a central parapeted
tower and return cast-iron verandah. There are large two-storey service wings at the rear,
reputedly built for the Armytage family, along with a converted two-level stable block. The
house is sited on the top of a hill, surrounded by mature exotic trees and some garden, and
faces a circular carriage drive with a central fountain. The house is also entered from Holm
Park Road.

The main house was near symmetrical (plus rear additions), has a plain window and door
treatment, a slated roof, and moulded cemented chimneys. The tower is more ornamental
than the house with an arched entry and paired arched windows in the upper level. The tower
parapet is balustraded between piers, and is adorned with urns at the corners. It has impost
moulds and a bracketed string mould at the storey line.
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Garden

The house and garden are prominently located at the top of a steep drive. The land around the
house drops away steeply on most sides leaving a garden of open lawn and mature trees
around the house and on the sloping land. A swimming pool is on the levelled area north of
the house.

The property is entered through an elaborate pair of metal gates (supposed to have been
brought out from Italy) and a wide driveway, surfaced with white crushed gravel, leads to a
carriage circle in front of the house and around to the rear of the house. An ornamental
fountain with a circular pond at its base is the centrepiece of the circle. At the entrance to the
house, there are tall palm trees on either side of the house. The garden consists of mature trees
dating from a number of periods of planting and more recently landscaped areas such as at the
rear of the house and around the pool.

A number of trees and some shrubs near the drive and throughout the garden are probably
remnants of the original planting and date from prior to 1900. These include Cedrus deodara,

Ficus macrophylla, two Araucaria cunninghamii, Pinus radiata, a number of Douglas fir, yucca,
clumps of aloe, Robinia sp., two Cupressus torulosa. They probably reflect the Armytage era of
ownership1. A number of other mature trees and shrubs date from this period or c1900-1930
and include Pinus radiata, a lemon scented gum (Eucalyptus citriodora), many cypress
including Cupressus macrocarpa and a golden form of Monterey cypress, beds of mature
camellias. Later plantings include Liquidamber styraciflua and a small remnant orchard with
feijoa (Acca sellowiana) and apple trees.

Former Driveway

Mature trees (Pinus radiata and Cupressus ? sempervirens) which would have formed part of the
original driveway still line Holm Park Road at some distance from the present property gates.

CONDITION

Many superficial alterations have been made to the house at the rear and side and the paving
and landscaping but the original parts of the main elevations of the house are still readily
discernible.

CONTEXT

Set on the top of a rise, in hilly terrain on the fringe of remnant but sparse native forest,
visible from the south and west.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in the late 1870s, Holm Park is of State significance for its reflection of the lifestyles of
the important Ramsden and Armytage families. Its importance is underscored by the fact that
George Ramsden, a Melbourne financier and the house’s first owner, offered the property to
the Governor of Victoria as a country residence. This also highlights the early reputation of
the Upper Beaconsfield area as a prestigious country retreat.
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Holm Park has important associations with the Armytage family from the 1880s, who made
substantial alterations to the residence and developed the exotic garden. The property is rare
as a genteel rural residence, with the clearly defined servants wings illustrating a past
lifestyle of wealth and luxury. The house design is an early use of the towered Italianate
style.
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JESMOND DENE, OAKS, PINES & GATEWAY

Farm Complex, Trees, Gate

425 Officer South Road (also Patterson Road), Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire, Patterson Road Gate); Local (house,
altered); Local (trees)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1912-

MAP:23,767
EAST AMG: 360000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,10.7,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Patterson, John D
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HISTORY

The Patterson family, one of the oldest in the district, is associated with this property.
Although parts of the present farm complex appears from rate book evidence to date from
about 1912, with additions in the 1920s, there may be elements from the 1890s and earlier
period of occupation.
Alexander Patterson and his son, John D. Patterson, graziers, were owners in 1890 of 716
acres of land in the Parish of Pakenham. This property had the substantial valuation of £179.1

It included the old St. Germain homestead and the future site of Jesmond Dene.
Following Alexander’s death in 1896, John D. Patterson moved into the old homestead. Later,
in 1908, when he subdivided the property, John moved out of the homestead but retained 503
acres of land. Rate book evidence suggests that he built Jesmond Dene on this land about
1912. The valuation in that year was £200, a substantial sum.2 By 1928-29 the valuation on
the property had risen to £220.3

The history of the Patterson family has a long association with the development of the Officer
district. Alexander Patterson was born in Berwickshire, Scotland, in 1813. He landed in
Adelaide in 1839. Patterson came to Victoria and, in 1848, acquired the St. Germain Station
on the Cardinia Creek. This was good cattle country with a frontage to the Great Swamp.
Patterson became a member of the first Cranbourne Road Board and later of Cranbourne
Shire Council.
After his wife’s death in 1896, St. Germain became the home of his son, John D. Patterson.
As we have seen, after the 1908 subdivision, John settled at Jesmond Dene. His son, Jeffrey
Patterson, later inherited the property, selling it on his retirement in 1972.4 Jeffrey’s widow
lives at Metung.5

Later owners of Jesmond Dene included MLC, the Hon. Charles Gawith, who built racing
stables and a race track there from 1972, Ken Newitt of Berwick, Brown and Harvey, the
present owner.6 Gawith part-owned the 1969 Caulfield Cup winner, Gay Philou, was a
Prahran City councillor over a long period, and served in parliament in 1955-677.

DESCRIPTION

The house still shows its Edwardian origins (particularly in parts of the interior) but has been
extensively altered and added to externally, with painted formerly red brickwork and added
wings at various places around the house. Surrounding mature trees include a large oak, a
cork oak and some Canary Island pines which make up the major part of the former garden.
The entry from Patterson Road is via a picketed gateway and notable picketed gate with
scrolled timber detailing, appearing to be the older of the two entrances. The name of the
property is placed to one side in art metal work. The main Officer South Road entry has a
recent iron picketed gateway and immature driveway planting.

CONDITION

The house which is the major Edwardian-era element in the property has been extensively
altered but the gate remains close to original.

CONTEXT

The house is set in open pasture, well in and among mature trees with a less mature driveway
planting. The property has frontages to two main roads.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The Jesmond Dene picketed gateway is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its design,
integrity and association with the Pattersons who represent the early farming endeavours in
the area. The house, because of its altered external state, is of local interest only and
contributory to the Patterson ownership theme with some early individually notable plantings
associated with the property.
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CARDINIA PARK, FORMER GIN GIN BEAN

PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT SITE

Farm Complex site

410 Officer South Road, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1870s, c1914

MAP: 23
EAST AMG: 359000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,10.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Lecky, James
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HISTORY

This property, which was associated with the Lecky family over a long period, has
associations with the Shire’s earliest pastoral history. Its site was once part of the Gin Gin
Bean pastoral run held in 1840 by J.F. Turnbull and H. Reoch, and covered 7,000 acres.1

Present day Officer is located on the site of that run.2

James Lecky, pastoralist, held the Gin Gin Bean Lease in 1846 and in 1853 applied for the
pre-emptive right to his homestead block.3 An 1855 surveyor’s plan of the `640 acres marked
for James Lecky’ shows the homestead paddock on a flat `abundant with grass’ and beyond,
land `...wooded with gums and oaks.’ Beyond his fences, `open forest land’ is indicated.4

Lecky became the Crown Grantee for the pre-emptive right Allotment A in the Parish of
Pakenham.5 He also bought other allotments nearby.6

According to family records, after he secured his Crown Grant (1855), Lecky built a more
substantial homestead, known as Cardinia Park. The present house was built in three stages.
The brick front dates from the 1870s, the weatherboard section at the rear from the turn of the
century, and the kitchen from the First World War period.7

A search of district rate books confirmed that in 1875, Robert S. and James Leckey (sic),
farmers, owned 1160 acres at Gin Gin Bean with the substantial valuation of £185.8 These
rate books did not list homes on properties until the late 1880s. During that decade, the
valuation on the Lecky properties rose steadily until by 1887-88, it had reached £270.9 The
following, 1888 boom year, it had risen to £464 and the next year, when it decreased slightly
to £406, a house was listed.10 From this date, the Leckys were described as `graziers.’
There is no confirmation of additions to the homestead at the turn of the century in rate
records. By 1910-11, the valuation had fallen to £246.11 However, there was a big increase in
valuation in 1913-14, which may confirm the World War I additions.12 There is a domed well
in the garden.

The history of the Lecky family is linked also with the origins of the Officer township. Lecky
senior has been called Officer’s first permanent settler. He arrived with his wife and family
from Dublin in 1841. After 5 years at Greensborough, Lecky came to the Gin Gin Bean run.
He was interested in civic matters and was a member of the first Cranbourne Road Board
formed in 1861, and was First President of Cranbourne Shire Council.13 The Leckys were
outstanding horsemen, according to one account, breeding and racing thoroughbred horses.
They also bred Clydesdales and fattened stock on the rich pasture land. Two Lecky sons were
killed in the 1914-18 War.14

The Leckys owned the Cardinia Park property until the 1930s, when it was purchased by the
Dodson family. This family came from Leeton in New South Wales and settled at Cardinia
Park on St. Patrick’s Day 1936. George and Elizabeth Dodson purchased 703 acres from
James Lecky Jun. The Dodsons used the property mainly for sheep farming and dairying. In
the dairying section of the property, the bails were made of tea-tree. George died in 1976,
aged 84, but his wife continued to live on the property.
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A recent history of Cardinia and district contains a 1936 photo of the house at Cardinia Park
with George Dodson in the foreground.1 This view shows a double-fronted stuccoed and
verandahed house with an arrow-head picket fence across the front of the house yard.
Mrs. Dodson (of Lecky at 330 Officer South Road), in a recent letter to the Cardinia Shire,
told how her father-in-law purchased the 703 acres of the Lecky property. It has since been
subdivided. She explains: We have 300+ acres on which we run a dairy farm. My son has 62
acres. My sister-in-law has 100 acres on which the old homestead is situated, and 200 acres
was sold - the lot nearest Lecky Road.2

DESCRIPTION

This house is near or at the site of an old pastoral complex, set on the Cardinia Creek, and
well in from the road. The present house was reputedly built in three stages and this matches
the physical evidence. The brick front is thought to date from the 1870s, the weatherboard
section at the rear from the turn of the century, and the kitchen from the First World War
period.

The front section is a typical conservative stuccoed Italianate styled and verandahed villa with
a corrugated iron clad hipped roof and Edwardian-era bullnose profile verandah (later). The
front threshold is set well above the verandah floor level indicating that it once opened onto a
timber verandah which has since been removed. The house has the typical four main rooms
either side of a central passage as reflected by the symmetrically arranged double-hung
windows facing the front and the cemented ornamental chimneys.

The rear verandah supported on turned timber posts typical of the Edwardian-era and is faced
by an altered weatherboard section of the house. There is a huge dome-topped well to one
side of the house in the garden which presumably served the kitchen. A reconstructed pleasure
garden is at the front of the house with some mature plantings. There is no indication of
mature trees which might have lined the long driveway into the house.
Well removed from the house are corrugated iron clad out-buildings which appear of more
recent construction.

CONDITION

Given the various stages of construction, generally externally original.

CONTEXT

The house and out-buildings are set in open pasture well in from the road and close to the
Cardinia Creek.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Cardinia Park, the former Gin Gin Bean Pre-emptive Right, is significant to the Cardinia
Shire as an early house connected with the pioneering pastoral period in the district and
closely related to the later early farming activity on this property. The house is thought to be
among the oldest in the shire and this is supported by a reasonably well preserved front wing

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 323

1 Eileen M. Williams and Jew Beard. Look to the Rising Sun A History of Cardinia, 1984, p.37
2 Letter, Mrs. Dodson to Shire, 15 December 1994



which is complemented by a later Edwardian-era wing, thus reflecting stages in the Lecky
ownership of the property. The Lecky family was associated with this property from a very
early date, James Lecky, the pastoralist, holding the Gin Gin Bean lease from 1846.
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PAKENHAM UPPER CHURCH-HALL

Church, Trees

Old Gembrook Road, Pakenham Upper

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1879

MAP: 14
EAST AMG: 369000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.3,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Matters, J; Committee of management
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HISTORY

This building, which has been in use for over a century, was constructed as a church and
community meeting place in 1879, using local timber and volunteer labour.1 It is reputedly
the oldest community building in the Shire.2 An early photograph, believed to date from
1879, shows a large group of local residents celebrating the opening of the hall.3

Mr J. Matters, a Devonshire farmer who was an early district settler, gave half an acre of land
for the hall. William Clink, his son-in-law and a builder, supervised the construction of the
building.4 Hall Trustees have included many prominent local residents. James Ramage, a
district pioneer, was Correspondent for the Trustees from 1879 until about 1909.5

The Community Hall, which served this orcharding district, was used as the South Gembrook
School from 11 July 1879. This school was known later as the Pakenham Upper State School
No. 2155. Seven Ramage children and six from the Priest family, attended the school in the
1890s.6 An early photograph shows some of the children at the school. There are also
surviving lists of scholars, as well as correspondence about problems caused by the building’s
usage as a school. It was particularly difficult to provide warmth in the winter by the 1890s
after the `old stove and chimney’ fell into disrepair. It was reported in 1899 that `the room
either gets full of smoke or there is great risk of the flames setting fire to the building through
the holes and cracks in the chimney and stove’.7 There is also an honour roll for members of
the Pakenham Upper School who fought in the First World War.8 Robert Ramage and
Alexander Priest returned but a number died.
The community hall was also used for church meetings, at first by the Plymouth Brethren,
Church of England and Methodist lay preachers. In 1919, a group of Presbyterians `took over
the church’. In the following years, numbers of Presbyterian Student Ministers preached
there. The Presbyterian Ladies Guild met there from 1936, and was particularly active with
fund-raising activities, during the Second World War.9 District families associated with this
use of the building included the Copelands from the Grange, and the Carnes. In 1949, the
Pakenham Upper Presbyterians became part of the Berwick-Pakenham Charge with Rev.
Scott living in the Berwick Manse.10

Other church groups continued to use the hall. A Sunday School, attended by children from
all the Protestant denominations, was held there from 1919 to 1966.11 Church of England
weddings were held in the hall from the early 1920s, while regular Anglican services
conducted by Rev. E.J. Dodd commenced on 20 January 1935. Rev. E.L. Panelli was Vicar
in 1938 and Rev. W.P. Daunt in 1944. Daunt also held services at Berwick, St. James Park
East, Officer, Pakenham East, Upper Beaconsfield, Pakenham South, Beaconsfield and
Cranbourne. Local parishioners who attended services in the Pakenham Upper Hall included
Bill and Ethel Shelton, Charlie & Inez Stuchberry and Mr and Mrs E.A. Shelton. 12 The hall
is currently used by the Uniting Church.13

A variety of special community events have been held in the Pakenham Upper Church Hall
over the years. The Christmas Eve Carol Service, to which all the local community is
invited, is one of the most popular. Recently, in 1991, a special service was arranged for a
`Blessing of the horses’ of the Australian Light Horse. This was attended by mounted Light
Horsemen in full uniform.14

In 1992, a `Back-to’ and Re-dedication of the Church Hall was held. On this occasion, local
residents sang old hymns, and celebrated the almost completed restoration of the building.
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The hall had been re-stumped, old guttering replaced, and the church re-roofed under the
supervision of Eddie Fleming of Pakenham. The church’s interior was repainted. Old
residents were particularly pleased when under the paintwork, an old plaque with its
inscription `The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want’ was uncovered.1 The Church’s old
organ was discovered, stored in a private home.2

DESCRIPTION

This simple austere timber gabled church, with rear skillion, has early interior decoration
such as the banner painted behind the altar which was typical of many early 20th and 19th
century Wesleyan-Methodist churches. The front entry is a simple four-panelled door, with no
porch, and the windows along the side are multi-paned and double-hung. The front fence is
wire fabric loosely attached to timber posts. There are some spade-head pickets at the
gateway.

CONDITION

The church is in externally near original condition except for alterations at the rear and the
replacement of the original boundary fence (presumed picket).

CONTEXT

The church is surrounded by mature vegetation, mainly exotic, which adjoins areas of native
bush and open pasture extending south down the hillside approach to the site. It is opposite a
timber gabled public hall and the former post-office, together making up a significant local
precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham Upper church is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a major and early public
building with high integrity to its construction date. It is a reflection of the lives of locally
important people (Copeland, Ramage, Clink, Matters) and rare as an early timber church
which has survived in a forested area often overrun with fires. Its use as a hall/church for
many denominations and local school is also indicative of the role of the first public buildings
in the Shire. The church contributes to a local public building precinct and has local landmark
qualities.
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MIKADO PARK, ELMS, OAKS, MONTEREY

CYPRESS

Farm Complex, Trees

265 Old Sale Road, Garfield North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1885-

MAP:21
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5786000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,7.1,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Pitt, Sir William; Parish, Bill
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HISTORY

It has been suggested, that the mud brick building on this site may date from the early
Pettigrew ownership of the property.1 A search of Land Files shows that the owner of Crown
Allotment 12 (the site of Mikado Park) in the 1870s was Robert Leeson, innkeeper, associated
with the Pig and Whistle Hotel on the Gippsland Road. Leeson, who ran the property on
Allotment 12 for grazing and cultivation, erected only bark and slab and timber dwellings.
2.By 1876, Leeson had built a three-roomed bark and slab hut(17 by 14 feet) but had the
timber for a proposed 8-roomed house, store and stables. However, by 1878, Leeson’s
dwelling was only a 4-roomed house with a kitchen of sawn timber. He also had three
pigsties, a slaughter yard and a two-acre orchard of 84 trees. 3.

Following financial difficulties, Leeson lost the property, which was transferred to James
Pettigrew, solicitor, in August 1881. 4 There is no indication in the Pakenham Riding rate
records of the 1880s of the kind of buildings constructed for Pettigrew, or whether any were
mud brick. 5. The names R & Philip Leeson are also linked with the property, as lessees6

A new owner, William Pitt (later Sir William), Melbourne architect and politician, was rated
for Allotment 12 for the first time in the 1889-90 rate records.7.From that date a house was
listed on the 245 acre property. William Pitt, (1855-1918), architect and politician, whose
most prolific period as an architect was in the 1880s boom years, was owner of Mikado Park
from that era8. He designed the property as a rural holiday retreat for his family. The Garfield
North property took its name from `The Mikado’, the production played at the opening of the
Princess Theatre in Spring Street on 18 December 1886. Pitt, who `...was in great demand as
a theatre architect’ was responsible for the redesigning of the theatre.9

As well as designing theatre buildings in Melbourne, Sydney and New Zealand, Pitt designed
a series of grand office buildings at the west end of Collins Street at the end of the boom
arcade. The Rialto and Olderfleet (1890) are among Melbourne’s most splendid Victorian-era
commercial structures. Pitt also designed a number of town halls, the Victoria Brewery in
East Melbourne, as well as many private residences. He was the member for North Yarra in
1891-1904 and for East Melbourne in 1904-1910.10

The Mikado Park farm complex comprises a number of buildings of various dates, including
many reputedly designed by Pitt but added to and altered by later owners. A rate book search
confirmed that Pitt owned a house on his 245 acres in Crown Allotment 12 (the site of
Mikado Park) in 1889.11

The earliest building, still on the site, is a mud brick structure. It originally had a bark ceiling.
Pitt slept in it at week-ends when he first owned the property and it was later used for storing
lemons.12 Later owners, the Richardsons, put in a concrete/cement floor in the 1950s.
Richardson had a power plant in this room.

A second cottage, was lived in as a holiday house by Pitt and his family. His daughter
reputedly slept on the verandah (now enclosed). The end room was originally a manager’s
office occupied by the father of Bill Parish, a local historian. Parish was employed by Pitt as
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manager from about 1914 to 1920. Bill was born on the property. This cottage had alterations
and additions to it in the 1930s. It was lived in until about 8 years ago.

The main house, built about 1899, was originally a square structure with a residence and
separate kitchen. A central section was added in Edwardian times. The house once had a
ballroom, which has now been pulled down. A rate book search confirmed that there was an
increase in the valuation of Pitt’s property between 1899 and 1900.1 An article in Melbourne
Punch of 19 May 1904 gives a detailed description of this building.
Pitt was a keen sportsman and a leading coursing judge. Patron of the Collingwood Football
Club, in 1892, he built the first grandstand at Victoria Park, free of charge.2 A fine and
substantially intact feed room and stables attached to the second cottage, built about the turn
of the century, remains at Mikado Park. Draught horses working in the orchard planted by Pitt
were stabled there.

Other buildings remaining from the Pitt era include a packing shed for apples. This was
reputedly a former dwelling moved from Martin Road and re-erected at Mikado Park. Later
owners added a concrete block dairy at one end. A concrete chaff storage bin, elsewhere on
the property, was probably where silage was made, and may also date from the Pitt period.
The heyday of the Mikado Park orchard was during the First World War period and the early
1920s. Photographs from c1919, held by the present owner, include `Fruit Growing at
Mikado Park’, `View towards house showing lych Gates between house and stables,’ and
`Inside Apple Packing Shed, Mikado Park.’

Later owners of the property were the Hamilton Bros. who, in 1928, sold to Captain Daniels.3

The annual valuation by this time was £90.

The Richardson family who owned Mikado Park in the 1950s kept sheep and engaged in
some dairying and the present owner, Marg. Knapton, breeds ponies.

DESCRIPTION

This property includes three rendered mud brick gabled buildings (former cottage, cottage and
stable, packing shed) and an altered nineteenth-century weatherboard house.
A stable is attached to the rear of the cottage and has an unusual split timber slab floor and a
high degree of preservation.

The former cottage which is thought to be the oldest on the site is gabled in form, has bark
inserted as a ceiling lining (recent?), a corrugated iron roof, a pole ceiling frame, and a
concrete floor provided for its later use as a lemon store. The red brick chimney has a
dog-toothed frieze set between string moulds.

The packing shed was reputedly a former house, moved to the site and used for the orchard
activities of Pitt. Since it has been added to with a concrete block milking shed.
The house was double-fronted and verandahed, facing east, with the typical four-rooms and a
central passage of the era, plus a verandahed servants wing at the rear and a ballroom (since
removed) attached to what may have been a kitchen. A gabled bay has been added at the rear
on one side and, more recently, another extension made on the other (south) side of the
house. Aluminium siding has been applied to most of the walls. The chimneys are cemented,
with cornices in the typical 19th century manner, and the front verandah rebuilt and extended.
There are remnants of pine rows along the old drive which entered the property from the
Princes Highway near Towt’s packing shed. Nearer the house there are mature Monterey
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cypress with elms and oaks. Among the farm structures is reinforced concrete insulage/grain
storage tank near the former packing shed.

Garden

A distinctive feature of the property is the house and surrounding garden situated at the high
point of a hill, and the extensive rows of trees planted along the former main drive which led
from the property boundary on Old Sale Road to the house. The boundaries were planted with
Monterey pine and cypress, many of which remain as particularly large and mature specimens
today. Apparently, many were cut down during the Depression, presumably as firewood or for
timber.

The property had a lemon orchard in William Pitt’s ownership; lemons ripened in mud
building still on property. Mature ornamental trees include a large Waterhousea sp. and
lillypilly. An old laurel tree was planted by Jill Salter’s grandmother. (? date) A very large
Cupressus macrocarpa had a buggy shed underneath it (now removed). Near the main house
there is a row of elms and oak and, next to the apple packing shed, a peppercorn and Araucaria

cunninghamii. As well as the Monterey pine and cypress, there are two mature (Eucalyptus

ficifolia) flowering gums, and an old apple tree and lemon outside of the new kitchen. A very
old pear tree may be the only remnant of the original orchard. A later layer of plantings, post
1900, include a liquidamber and Prunus serrulata from the 1940-50s.

Photographs of 1919 and others show the orchard and the cypress just growing over the top of
the orchard trees. This would indicate a planting date of c1870s for the cypress.

CONDITION

The second cottage verandah has been enclosed but otherwise is well preserved, if in need of
stabilisation. Openings to the first mud brick cottage have been altered and some of the
render spalled from the walls. A concrete block milking shed has been added to the former
packing shed.

The house walls have been aluminium clad, the ballroom demolished, the front verandah
altered and extended and other rear additions have been made.

CONTEXT

One frontage of the property is located on the Old Sale Road, one of the old coach road
sections which resemble its early state with some remnant native vegetation. The complex
and the associated mature trees are sited on a hill and evident from surrounding vantage
points.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Mikado Park (with elms, oaks, and Monterey cypress) is significant to the Cardinia Shire for
its association with the important architect and politician, Sir William Pitt; and the rarity of
some of its out-buildings for their adobe construction. The intact stable interior is also
notable. The complex provides evidence of the development of orcharding and early farming
in the district as well as evoking one of the varied forms of the district’s rural retreats, as
pursued by city businessmen. The complex has some of the oldest out-buildings in the Shire
and the house itself, although altered and incomplete, is also indicative of a
nineteenth-century farm house design for a city owner. The siting of the house is prominent in
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the locality and is close to one of the few surviving parts of the Old Sale Road which have
not been absorbed in new highway alignments.

The garden is of contributory significance to house & property
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BUNYIP FIRE STATION

Fire Station

13 Pearson Street, Bunyip

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1958

MAP: 27, 769, 920C
EAST AMG: 388000
NORTH AMG: 5783000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Country Fire Brigade Board
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HISTORY

Although a fire brigade was formed in South Bunyip in 1894, this brigade was not often
called to a fire. On 26 October 1942, however, the Bunyip Urban Fire Brigade was formed at
a public meeting, chaired by Councillor Kinsella and a representative of the Country Fire
Brigade Board. As a result, a first volunteer service was formed.
Meetings were held at first at the home of W. Edney, or at Miles’ Cafe. The brigade’s first fire
station was a tin shed located at the top end of High Street. A new fire station was built in
1958 on the present site, additions being made to the building in 1987.
The first fire truck secured in 1949 was replaced in 1982. Later, in 1984, the brigade received
a brand new fire truck, known as a type three pumper, which is still in service today. A
training track for competition work was opened in December 1988.1

DESCRIPTION

This fire station is Modern in style but, with its butterfly roof it goes beyond the purely
utilitarian designs often applied to this type of building. The main doors are glazed, the walls
are metal clad and exposed open web trusses and tapered rafters support the roof.

CONDITION

The building is generally externally original.

CONTEXT

The fire station is unrelated to its generally much early built-context.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Bunyip Fire Station is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a 1958 utility building designed in
the Modernist manner, being avant-garde for the period and the building type. The building
also helps provide evidence of the development of Bunyip as a service centre and railway
town in the Shire.
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CENTRAL HOTEL

Hotel

Princes Highway, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1928

MAP: 18,111M
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 2.1,8.4,9.15,11.0
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Ellis & Nicholls; Adamson, James; Budge, GE; Bowman
family (site only)
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HISTORY

The site of the 1920s Central Hotel has been an hotel site since 1850 when the Bowman
family opened their hotel there. William Bowman settled on the Panty Gurn Gurn pastoral run
in that year.1 The original hotel, known as Bowman’s Hotel, is marked on an 1854 map of
David Bowman’s 200 acres. The public house and stable at the rear are located on the
Melbourne to Gippsland Road near the Cardinia Creek.2 The hotel, which gained a lucrative
trade from passing bullock drivers and others along the road, was also a coaching stop with
Cobb and Co. stables at the rear.3

In 1861-62, the Gippsland Hotel, as it was then known, was owned by Mrs. Bowman. She
provided the funds for cutting a track (The Bowman track) from her hotel to the Jordan
goldfields. This track gave access for the first time to the rich soils and forests around the
Gembrook area.4 This track is now an historic district trail.

A photograph of Umhaver’s Gippsland Hotel in the early 1900s shows a small brick fronted
building with a striped verandah awning and neat picket fences.5

Other owners of the earlier hotel were Mrs. Souter, the Gissing family, and in 1911, C. White
and E.M. Ryan.6

In the 1930s, this hotel was advertised in the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau guides as
under the care of Ellis & Nichols. The hotel was able to house ten at 10/6 per day per person.
In the 1950s similar guides noted GE Budge as the proprietor, the capacity as 6 guests and
the price 55/- daily.

DESCRIPTION

This hotel has a hipped and Marseilles-pattern tiled roof, textured stucco walls, shutters and
an arched entry porch. The hotel is in the Mediterranean style which relates to the
contemporary Spanish styled Pakenham Hotel and other modern hotels of that era. It is
thought that part of an earlier building may survive within the perimeter of this later
structure.

CONDITION

The hotel is generally externally original except for the addition of a flat-roofed canopy at the
west end and the addition of signs which are unrelated to the period.

CONTEXT

The hotel occupies an old, strategic and prominent site in Beaconsfield township. This site
was the starting point for the development of the surrounding town and the track to the
goldfields. The hotel itself is one of Beaconsfield’s major public buildings.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 336

1 Billis and Kenyon, Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip, p.263
2 PR Plan P36
3 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, pp.37-38
4 Don Saunders. `Bowman's Track - lost and found' in Tom Griffiths, Secrets of the Forests, pp.117-122
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The Central Hotel site and the continuing hotel use on the site are significant to the Cardinia
Shire because they symbolise early exploration endeavours and the Bowman’s Track
pioneering survey. Built in 1928, today’s hotel is also a major commercial building in
Beaconsfield from the post World War One era which, by its location on the highway,
underscores the early emphasis in town growth along the old coach road (the township
shifting south only after the railway was built).

This hotel is a near externally complete example from the era of new hotel construction in the
Shire during the 1920s and is associated with the locally important Adamsons, the prolific
local builders.
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BEACONSFIELD STATE SCHOOL

School; House, former

Princes Highway, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1890-

MAP: 18,111M
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Colonial Government
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Beaconsfield State School: oldest wing on the right.



HISTORY

The early history of this school is associated with the extension of the railway. The school,
which opened on 5 June 1890, was known from then until 1951 as the Beaconsfield Railway
Station School. It was a brick building measuring 24 feet by 18 feet, with a small entrance
porch on one side.1 A detached 4-roomed teacher’s residence was constructed on the site in
1892.2

The school became an important community centre. A number of groups used it for functions,
including the ladies of the Salvation Army Flying Squad, who conducted a mission there in
1892.3

From 1895 until 1902, the Beaconsfield School was amalgamated with No. 40 Berwick.
During the 1890s depression period, the Victorian Education Department tried to reduce
expenditure by closing or amalgamating small country schools. In those years, the
Beaconsfield teacher’s residence was rented out to various tenants.4

An ornamental shelter shed (since demolished) was built c1907 by James Adamson, a local
builder, reputedly from designs by Joseph Morgan, Head Teacher, 1902-1908.5 Adamson also
carried out all the joinery work for Nott’s Kenilworth Villa (q.v.).6 The shelter shed is shown
beside the school in the 1907 Arbor Day photograph, with a group of children and teachers in
front of it, and in a 1908 photograph. Morgan, the head teacher, appears in the latter photo.7

The 1907 photograph also shows the small gabled brick school, with its porch: celebrating the
educational benefits of tree-planting on Arbor Day was popular in schools at this time
During the 1930s, children from the Berry Street Foundling Home, then occupying Nott’s
Kenilworth Villa, attended the Beaconsfield School. At any one time, ten to fifteen small
children from the Home were brought to the school by nurses. They often came with the
children of nurses training at the Home.8

Many changes took place at the school during the post-Second World War period. In 1951,
the school ceased to be known as Beaconsfield Railway Station School.9 In 1965, a new
teacher’s residence was built, facing Lyle Avenue, and the 1892 house was sold for £10 and
removed. By 1970, the school had a fourth classroom with a staffroom, south of the
buildings, added in 1933. An old weatherboard house, brought from Narre Warren Primary
School, was attached to the old brick room. A new light timber construction office and
classroom was added on the north side in the early 1950s.10

The school buildings were substantially altered in the $83,193 upgrade between 1982 and
1987. The original classroom and the wooden one joined to it were modified to form a library.
The storeroom, once the porch of the first classroom, became a darkroom. The LTC
classroom building south of the old brick room became the new administration centre. The
old horse paddock was converted into the A.J. Barker Oval, with help from the Barker and
Lamattina families. A.J. Barker, a former chairman of the school committee, formally opened
the oval on 14 October 1988.11
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DESCRIPTION

The early sections of the school include the now stuccoed 1890 brick and gabled wing, with
gable trussing, a gabled porch, newer multi-pane glazing, a louvred gable vent and expressed
nail-head purlins. The other wing is attached on the north, reputedly being a former
weatherboard residence with a louvred gable vent and a three-light window. Both buildings
have gabled roofs clad with corrugated iron. More recent classrooms adjoin.

CONDITION

The brick 1890 wing has been stuccoed over, new windows installed and a weatherboard
former house added.

CONTEXT

The school is surrounded by later buildings and later housing estates. Some early but much
altered commercial buildings are on the opposite side of the highway.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The early 1890 wing of the Beaconsfield State School (known as the Beaconsfield Railway
Station School) is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its associations with the
development of Beaconsfield as a district service centre and as the oldest government school
in the Shire. It is a local landmark, and possesses links with many local families.
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EVES’ HOUSE; OAKS, MONTEREY PINES &

CYPRESS ON JUSSAM LODGE

House, farm; Trees

2180 & 2200 Princes Highway, Tynong North

VALUE: Local (altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910-15c

MAP:20, 768
EAST AMG: 377100
NORTH AMG: 5785500
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Eves, Thomas
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HISTORY

This house, and the plantings of oaks, pines and cypress on the property to the east (Jussam
Lodge), may date from just before the First World War period when Henry J. Eves, farmer,
was the owner of the property. The sites were rated at this time as 267 acres of land in
Crown Allotments (CA) 86B, 86C and part 86A, and had the substantial valuation of £70.1.
District rate records showed that by 1911, Thomas Eves was the owner of the property, 102
acres in CA 86B, Parish of Nar Nar Goon. However, at this time, the property had the
extremely low valuation of £25.2 Henry Eves, farmer, and James Eves, gentleman, of South
Yarra, owned nearby Bunyip allotments.3 Thomas H Eves was born in 1875, the son of James
M Eves. He was educated at Melbourne Grammar School in the late 1880s4.

DESCRIPTION

This large but apparently derelict weatherboard Edwardian farm house has two gabled
projecting room bays, with fretted barges and Edwardian-era boxed windows (added?). The
barge boards have been cut to a scrolled profile, with the typical trefoil piercings in the lobes.
The finials and circular vents to these gables appear intact. Between the gabled bays there is a
transverse gabled section which may be earlier than the end room bays. It appears to be
verandahed but has been obscured by shrubbery. The squat brick chimneys, with their
corbelled tops (altered) also appear to be earlier than the Edwardian-era. There are other roof
forms at the rear and side which may also be from earlier phases.

CONDITION

The house is in poor condition and evidently the perimeter walls have settled. The spoutings
are incomplete and the glazing part gone.

CONTEXT

The house is located unusually close to the road at a slight angle which presumably precedes
the present road alignment. There are some early ornamental exotic plantings close to the
house but the main exotic landscape is on the property to the east (Jussam Lodge) where there
are mature tree rows and notable specimen oak trees.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Eves’ house and the oaks are of local importance to Tynong, providing evidence of early
farming endeavours in the area and adding to the variety of farm housing, with the ornamental
timberwork, and mature plantings in the district. The Monterey pines & cypress rows are
contributory to the house era but are otherwise typical.
The house is also significant for its comparative age, judged among other farm houses in the
district and the oaks similarly, as tree plantings.
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TOWT’S COOL STORE & PACKING SHED

Stores; House, farm

2893 Princes Highway, Garfield North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1928-

MAP: 26,769
EAST AMG: 383700
NORTH AMG: 5784700
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,10.6,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Robertson, William J; Towt, Arthur
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HISTORY

This property may have associations with the Heagney family who owned the site in 1900. A
search of the Land File showed that, prior to the Heagney ownership, there were farm
structures on the site. In 1887, George Kimberley, farmer, had built a two-roomed
weatherboard dwelling with a bark roof, a bark stable, and cowshed and store of slab and
bark. He had a 1/4 acre garden.1 By 1886, his two-roomed house was valued at £50 .2

The property was transferred to Georgina Dalziel in 1893 and in 1900, to Elizabeth Heagney,
wife of Thomas Heagney, a Garfield farmer. The Crown Grant was secured that year.3

The present buildings are thought to date from the 1920s. A history of Garfield told of the
planting of orchards at Garfield North in the decade between 1900 and 1910. By this time
“most of the initial work on the Swamp had been completed (and)...most of the properties had
been selected.”4

Rate and Valuer’s records confirm that this property, now known as Towt’s Cool Stores was
associated with orchardists from the late 1920s. In 1928, William J. Robertson, orchardist,
purchased 20 acres in Crown Allotment 19A from Mrs Jessie Anderson. 5 A weatherboard
residence listed in Valuer’s records is believed to date from this time. 6 This was described
as a 2-bedroom weatherboard house with a verandah. In 1929, Robertson was rated for 10
acres under orchard. 7

The Towt family of orchardists was associated with this Garfield North property from 1938,
when 20 acres of Robertson’s land was transferred to Arthur E. Towt. 8 Later orchard
buildings, some of which still survive, relate to the Towt ownership. According to Valuer’s’
records, a weatherboard packing shed (72 x 40 feet) was built in 1938, and two weatherboard
cool stores (40 x 45) and (28 x 32) in 1947 and c1963. A galvanised iron machinery shed (40
x 20) was also built in 1963 and a bin shed (28 x 50) and steel-frame implement shed in 1968.
9

In 1968, there were 20 acres under orchard, 17 acres apples and 2 acres pears. The property
was described in 1977, when it was owned by Arthur Earl and Betty Catherine Towt, as an
apple and pear orchard. All the orchard buildings were described as in fair to good condition.
By the 1980s, there was a 26 acre orchard, and by 1990, all the orchard buildings constructed
between 1928 and 1968 were there still, as well as a c1954 bungalow. The value of the
property by this time was $394,000. 10

Biographical details about the Towt family in Call of the Bunyip tell of how James Towt
(1854-1927) and his eldest sons selected land at Garfield North about 1903. The Towt
brothers had timber mills at Tonimbuk until the Second World War. Family properties at
Garfield include the apple orchard property `Fair View’, owned now by Daisy and John
Hine; and the Towt selection `Fern Glen’, the home of Ian Forte, a grandson of James and
Sarah Towt. 11 Towt’s Cool Stores are owned today by Graham Towt. 12 Earl Towt was a
Shire councillor.

DESCRIPTION

This large weatherboarded and gabled packing shed complex (now shop) and cool store
(extended) is at the south-west corner of Garfield Road. There is an associated weatherboard
verandahed farm house at the rear facing Garfield Road. The roofs are clad with
corrugated-iron. The store buildings are typical of the type, being simple inside and out.
The complex includes:
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a weatherboard packing shed (72 x 40 feet) built c1938, two weatherboard cool stores (40 x
45) and (28 x 32) c1947 and c1963. a galvanised iron machinery shed (40 x 20) c1963 and
a bin shed (28 x 50) and steel-frame implement shed, c19681.

CONDITION

A number of similarly clad and formed elements have been added to the exterior and the
interior fitted out as a shop, in part.

CONTEXT

The packing sheds front the Princes Highway, highlighting their erection in the motor age.
They also adjoin a still functioning orchard with a relatively externally intact house.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Towt’s cool store & packing shed is of importance to the Cardinia Shire because it provides
evidence of the development of orcharding or vineyards in the district and the variety of farm
houses and gardens in the district.
The cool store is also valuable for its: comparative age, among other cool stores and packing
sheds; potential to interpret the site historically (physical integrity, oral and documentary
evidence); expression of the lives or lifestyles of locally important people (Towt family) and
its landmark quality; and rarity as a type (early packing shed and cool store).
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PRIMROSE PARK, BUNYA BUNYAS (2) & TREES

Farm Complex, House, Trees

250 Princes Highway, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1888c

MAP: 18,766
EAST AMG: 359000
NORTH AMG: 5786000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 10.4,10.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hanley, Edward
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HISTORY

Edward Hanley, farmer and Berwick Shire President from 1882-83,1 was the owner of this
farm property from 1879. It was described in rate records of those years as on 140 acres in
Lot 30, Parish of Pakenham, with a valuation of only £20.2

The present farm complex and bunya bunya trees appear to date from the 1888-89 period
when Hanley was rated for only 60 acres and the property had the more substantial valuation
of £36.3

Michael Cummins, farmer, was lessee of the property in 1909, when the valuation had
increased further to £48.4

DESCRIPTION

This is a large brick (overpainted) hipped-roof and verandahed villa set among notable
ornamental trees. Projecting window bays face the road while the simple skillion verandah
faces to the west, away from the highway. The chimneys have corbelled cornices and are of
face brick. A remnant picketed gateway survives. The uncommon brick construction of this
house (for the Shire and period), along with that of Fir Wood opposite, may have been
determined by the proximity of early Officer brickworks.
The remnant garden contains mature trees, mainly conifers, including two Araucaria bidwillii,
Cupressus torulosa and a number of Pinus radiata.

CONDITION

The bricks have been painted and possibly part of the verandah removed.

CONTEXT

The house faces Firwood Park (q.v.) which, like this complex, has a notable group of conifers
planted between the house and the road. The two houses provide an unusually early and
substantial pair on this busy, otherwise redeveloped highway frontage.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Primrose Park (and the associated bunya bunyas & trees) is significant to the Cardinia Shire
as an example of a relatively substantial and stylised farm house for the area. The house is
rare because it is constructed of brick in a district with ample timber supply and consequent
dominant timber construction. The mature ornamental trees around the property, in particular
the bunya bunyas, add to the period setting and the bunyas are rare in the Shire. The house
and trees are among the oldest group of houses and plantings in the Shire.
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FIRWOOD PARK, FORMER HEDGEVALE

Farm Complex, House, Trees

325 Princes Highway, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1891

MAP: 18,766
EAST AMG: 359000
NORTH AMG: 5786000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,3.3,3.4,10.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Rix, HJ
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HISTORY

H.J. Rix, farmer, was the owner of the Hedgevale homestead, a prosperous dairy farming
property, in the early 1890s.1 He purchased the site on the north side of the Princes Highway,
in Crown Allotment 37, in the late 1880s. In 1891-92, Rix established a farm there but, soon
afterwards, returned to the metropolitan area for about six years. About 1911, he began to
develop an orchard which eventually covered 50 acres. By the late 1920s, the Rix property
covered about 370 acres, divided into three farms.
In a 1929 article on the farm, the `approach to the Hedgevale Homestead’ was described `by
way of a lane which passes round a pipe-making plant, which is leased by Mr Rix to his
son-in-law’. This establishment produced all the pipes used in draining the Hedgevale
Orchard. 2 This may have been the Hick’s Pipe Works at Officer referred to in local
histories.3

Rix gradually turned to dairying and built up a herd of Jersey cattle, using pure-bred bulls.
Electric lighting and power were connected in 1929. Rix was concerned about the health of
his herd, so each cow was given a bag a week of brewer’s grains with a powdered mixture of
minerals added. All the feed was mixed by Rix himself. At first the milk from Hedgevale
was sent to a private distributor in Melbourne. However, in 1918, Rix was associated with a
small proprietary distributing company.4

Through his son-in-law, the Rix family was associated with the Hicks Pottery at 340-350
Princes Highway, on the south side of the road. Land here was owned by Hicks in 1923 in
Allotment 29A. The road south of Hicks land was named Rix Road.5 A syndicate formed to
make bricks to build houses included Rix and Morey and Messrs. H. Fry, A. Fry and S.
Harris.6

DESCRIPTION

This is a polychrome brick villa with a cast-iron verandah, set among mature exotic trees at
the end of a long drive entered via a picketed gateway and lined with mature conifer trees.
The house has a hipped and slated roof and the brickwork has distinctive cream-coloured
diaper patterns around openings and the front door is 4-panel with the usual heavy mouldings
associated with the nineteenth century. The chimneys also have cream patterns and moulded
cornices. Weatherboard out-buildings are visible. The uncommon brick construction of this
house (for the Shire and period), along with that of Primrose Park opposite, was probably
determined by the proximity and ownership of the early Officer brickworks.
The timber picket fence at the frontage has a club-head picket profile and the gate posts are
octagonal in section with one post possessing a turned ball at the top. The gate has been
replaced.
The property contains mature trees, perhaps remnants of a former garden or windbreak
planting. These include Pinus canariensis (two), Araucaria heterophylla, Cupressus torulosa,
Cupressus macrocarpa, Grevillea robusta, Cedrus deodara, and a hedgerow windbreak of
Cupressus macrocarpa.

CONDITION

The house is in fair condition and near externally original.
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1 Dandenong Advertiser, 13 June 1929.
2 Ibid.
3 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.132.
4 Dandenong Advertiser 13 June 1929.
5 Lodged Plan 51354.
6 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.133.



CONTEXT

The house faces Primrose Park (q.v.) and, like this complex, has a notable group of conifers
planted between the house and the road. The two houses provide an unusually early and
substantial brick pair on this busy, otherwise redeveloped highway frontage.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Firwood Park, formerly Hedgevale, is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its rarity as
a polychrome brick Italianate styled farm house in an area dominated by timber construction
and its links with early farming endeavours in the area, including the development of the
dairying industry and orcharding. The house is also linked with the local pioneering Rix
family. It is one of the older farm houses in the Shire and is well preserved among a related
and mature collection of conifers which are individually of local importance.
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JAMES HICKS PTY LTD POTTERY

Pottery

335 Princes Highway, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1900,1920

MAP: 18,767
EAST AMG: 36000
NORTH AMG: 5786000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hicks, James
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HISTORY

This industrial complex with its collection of brick and iron structures on north side of the
Princes Highway has historical significance for its associations with the origins and
development of the important district brick, pipe and pottery industries. It has rarity not only
within the region but within the State as a relatively intact and still operating pottery with
some early kiln remains.
A number of brickworks were established in the Officer district during the 1880s boom years.
Their history relates to fluctuations in the Victorian building trade. Tivendales, the first
brickwork in the area, opened in 1889 and closed in the 1890s when the boom burst. It was
located on the north side of the Princes Highway, east of the present Hicks Pottery, near
Bayview Road. Tivendale’s clay hole is located on this land.1

The earliest brickmaking activities were on the northern side of the Highway. in Crown
Allotment 37 purchased by J.A. Rix, farmer and later, orchardist, in 1880.2 It was on this land
that Rix built his Hedgevale homestead (now Firwood Park and leased land used for a
pipe-making plant by his son-in-law. This establishment produced all the pipes used in
draining the Hedgevale orchard. 3 Their son-in-law was most probably James Hampton an
engineer who married Violet Rix.4

After the First World War, there was a revival in the brick-making industry. James Hicks
made agricultural pipes on the north side of the Highway. A new firm, Permasite (?), began
to make terra-cotta lumber at Officer on the south side. These bricks were of hollow
construction and used as light-weight partitions (and in some floors) of multi-storey buildings,
offices and hospitals to save on dead-loading.5

Beaconsfield Riding rate records confirm that by the 1920s James Hicks owned a shed and
kilns on land south of the Highway, east of the present Pottery, and near Toomuc Creek in
Crown Allotment 7A.6 By 1931-32, Hicks was also rated for a house, shed and kilns on 4
acres in Allotment 29, south of the Highway, on land owned by Rix. 7

James Hicks began to diversify his business. He not only ran pipeworks on the sites north and
south of the Highway but, in the 1930s, began to manufacture terra-cotta lumber bricks8.
This became a lucrative business. Hicks sold many loads of bricks, many going to Melbourne
and some being used in the construction of partitions at the Mercy and Prince Henry’s
Hospitals. By the mid-1930s the value of his kiln sites had doubled. 9

After the Second World War, in the 1940s and 1950s Hicks ran Tile Works on the Officer
sites, leasing some of the site south of the Highway to Jim Wells. The Hicks firm employed
a lot of people. Hicks also bought up a number of properties in the vicinity. District rate
records confirm that Hicks owned numbers of houses, as well as a butcher’s shop by this
time. Hicks also reputedly bought the rival pipe works at Bunyip and Castlemaine and later
closed them down.10.
Evidence of the complex’s long history is not only found in the continuing involvement of the
Hicks family, but also of its continuing pottery operations, and the existence of some early
kiln remains. The original kiln with its steam engine no longer exists. It was pulled down
when electrical power came to the district. 11 A closer inspection may identify other early
structures or evidence of physical remains associated with the complex’s century long
development. It would be valuable, also, to compare the Officer Pottery’s development and
current operations with other surviving potteries, such as the Northcote Pottery.
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1 Ron. Tivendale, grandson of founder of Tivendales, pers. comm.
2 Dandenong Advertiser 13 June 1929.
3 Ibid.
4 Tivendale. Pers. Comm.
5 Tivendale, pers. Comm.
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-25 Beaconsfield Riding No. &20; 1928-29 No. 32445.
7 Ibid. 1931-32. Nos. 815, 816.
8 H Hudson, 1996, pers.com. marked `James Hicks'
9 Tivendale. Pers. Comm.; Shire of Berwick RB 1935-36 Beaconsfield Riding Nos. 863, 864.
10 Tivendale, Pers. Comm.
11 H Tivendale. Pers. Comm



DESCRIPTION

This complex consists of corrugated-iron clad gabled clay sheds of varying ages, with two
brick strapped chimneys, and an early converted tunnel kiln (now a showroom). The
red-painted gabled shed housing the kiln appears to date from the 1920s but the kiln may be
older. A gabled office on the east of the complex has a Marseilles pattern terra-cotta tiled
roof, weatherboard and fibrous cement sheet wall cladding and appears to be of the 1920s or
early 1930s.

CONDITION

The early gabled sheds have been added to with large timber framed sheds on the west but
otherwise the complex appears original to the 1920s-30s era.

CONTEXT

The complex relates directly with the Berwick pottery complex across the highway but both
sites adjoin the town of Officer which has dominantly more recent development.

SIGNIFICANCE:

James Hicks Pty Ltd. Pottery (kiln, early clay sheds, office) is significant to the Cardinia Shire
as one of the Shire’s two early terra-cotta manufacturing complexes which still retains
notable early elements and highlights the development of extractive and secondary industries
in the district. This pottery is an important district industrial site with remaining brick kilns
and other structures associated with brick-making, pipe-making and pottery production from
the post-First World War era. The site is also linked with the locally important family,
Hicks.
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BERWICK POTTERY

Pottery, hedge, palms

340-350 Princes Highway, Officer

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1900,1931

MAP: 18,767
EAST AMG: 360000
NORTH AMG: 5786000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.3,5.5
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hicks, James
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HISTORY

This industrial complex with its collection of brick and iron structures on south side of the
Princes Highway has historical significance for its associations with the origins and
development of the important district brick, pipe and pottery industries. It has rarity not only
within the region but within the State as a relatively intact and still operating pottery with
some early kiln remains.

A number of brickworks were established in the Officer district during the 1880s boom years.
Their history relates to fluctuations in the Victorian building trade. Tivendales, the first
brickwork in the area, opened in 1889 and closed in the 1890s when the boom burst. It was
located on the north side of the Princes Highway, east of the present Hicks Pottery, near
Bayview Road. Tivendales clay hole is located on this land.1

The former Hicks Potteries are located at 340-350 Princes Highway ( south side) and 335
Princes Highway, (north side). Today, they are run by James Hicks Pty. Ltd. and the
Berwick Pottery (Brian Handiwork). The sites includes land in Crown Allotments 36A and
38 on the north side, and CA29 and 29A on the south side of the Highway.

The earliest brickmaking activities on this site were reputedly on the northern side of the
Highway in Crown Allotment 37 purchased by J.A. Rix, farmer and later, orchardist, in 1880.
2 It was on this land that Rix built his Hedgevale homestead (now Fir Wood Park and leased
land used for a pipe-making plant by his son-in-law. This establishment produced all the
pipes used in draining the Hedgevale orchard.3 Their son-in-law was most probably James
Hampton, an engineer who married Violet Rix.4

On the south side of the Highway Crown Allotments 29 and 29A were subdivided in 1889 as
part of the Beaconsfield Estate.5 The Gippsland Railway is shown on the 1889 plan of
subdivision running east-west across the land, cutting the allotment in half. As early as 1899,
and perhaps earlier, Rix and another son-in-law, James Hicks, brickmaker, took an interest in
this land. Both were rated for parts of it.6

After the First World War, there was a revival in the brick-making industry. James Hicks
made agricultural pipes on the north side of the Highway. A new firm, Permasite (?), began
to make terra-cotta lumber at Officer on the south side. These bricks were of hollow
construction and used as light-weight partitions (and in some floors) of multi-storey buildings,
offices and hospitals to save on dead-loading. 7

Beaconsfield Riding rate records confirm that by the 1920s James Hicks owned a shed and
kilns on land south of the Highway, east of the present Pottery, and near Toomuc Creek in
Crown Allotment 7A.8 By 1931-32, Hicks was also rated for a house (construction date?),
shed and kilns on 4 acres in Allotment 29, south of the Highway, on land owned by Rix.9

James Hicks began to diversify his business. He not only ran pipeworks on the sites north and
south of the Highway but, in the 1930s, began to manufacture terra-cotta lumber bricks. This
became a lucrative business. Hicks sold many loads of bricks, many going to Melbourne and
some being used in the construction of partitions at the Mercy and Prince Henry’s Hospitals.
By the mid-1930s the value of his kiln sites had doubled. 10
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1 Ron. Tivendale, grandson of founder of Tivendales. Pers. Comm.
2 Dandenong Advertiser 13 June 1929.
3 Ibid.
4 Tivendale, Pers. Comm.
5 Lodged Plan 2362.
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1899-1900. Beaconsfield Riding. Nos. 705, 908.
7 Tivendale, pers. Comm.
8 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-25 Beaconsfield Riding No. &20; 1928-29 No. 32445.
9 Ibid. 1931-32. Nos. 815, 816.



After the Second World War, in the 1940s and 1950s Hicks ran Tile Works on the Officer
sites, leasing some of the site to Jim Wells. The Hicks firm employed a lot of people. Hicks
also bought up a number of properties in the vicinity. District rate records confirm that Hicks
owned numbers of houses, as well as a butcher’s shop by this time. Hicks also reputedly
bought the rival pipe works at Bunyip and Castlemaine and later closed them down.1

More recently, John Hicks, descendant of the firm’s founder, leased the site on the southern
side of the Highway to the Berwick Potteries, which has operated on the Officer site from the
late 1960s. Evidence of the complex’s long history is not only found in the continuing
involvement of the Hicks family, but also of its continuing pottery operations, and the
existence of some early kiln remains. The original kiln with its steam engine no longer exists.
It was pulled down when electrical power came to the district. However, an old kiln survives
near the showrooms, close to a new kiln to its east.2

This pottery can be compared with other surviving potteries, such as the Northcote Pottery.

DESCRIPTION

This complex consists of many corrugated-iron gabled clay sheds, some new some old, with
a tall square-section strapped brick chimney at the north end which is adjacent to an early
brick tunnel kiln inside the adjoining shed. This kiln is now used as a showroom and (with the
chimney) is the most important element on the site.

A relatively new house from the 1950-60s is beside the complex, on the west, behind a mature
cypress hedge with palms visible behind, and perhaps indicates an earlier garden setting for
the previous house. There is also a small gabled tile-roof office, similar to the one on the
north side of the highway, which may have been a display building for Wunderlich or similar
products.

CONDITION

The complex appears to date from a particular period, 1920s-30s, with added minor elements
from recent times. The sheds are in both fair and good condition.

CONTEXT

The complex relates directly with the Hicks complex across the highway but both sites adjoin
the town of Officer which has dominantly more recent development.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Berwick Pottery (kiln, chimney, early clay sheds, office, hedge, palms) is significant to the
Cardinia Shire as an early pottery site (one of only two surviving in the Shire for its role in the
development of extractive and secondary industries in the district. It is an important district
industrial site with remaining brick kilns and other structures associated with brick-making,
pipe-making and pottery production from the post-First World War era. The site (with the
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10 Tivendale. Pers. Comm.; Shire of Berwick RB 1935-36 Beaconsfield Riding Nos. 863, 864.
1 Tivendale. Pers. Comm.
2 Tivendale. Pers. Comm.



Hicks pottery opposite) is the oldest secondary-industry site in the shire and has close links
with the locally important Hicks family.
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STAVERTON, FORMERLY ALPINA

Garden, House

Quamby Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local (garden), Typical (house, altered)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1889-

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.3?
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hollow, Joseph; McLean, Jessie & Agnes
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HISTORY

Joseph Hollow, a successful Melbourne contractor, was the first owner of this house, then
known as Alpina, in February 1889.1 It stood on about five and a half acres, part of William
Brisbane’s Crown Allotment 78. The house was rated to Hollow in 1893 with a valuation of
£31.2 Later, in 1903, Hollow acquired an additional 62 acres on the south side of the road,
from a property owned in 1886 by John Milne, brickmaker and publican.3

Hollow spent his childhood in Cornwall and left home at 12 years of age to earn his living. He
was active in community affairs and a member of the Upper Beaconsfield Progressive
League, which promoted the area as a tourist resort. He reputedly looked after his elderly
mother for the last 30 years of her life, and seems never to have married.4

In 1905, Hollow sold the property (Crown Allotment 76 and 78) to Jessie and Agnes McLean,
daughters of Dr. McLean of Brighton. The sisters renamed the house Kilgour and built the
rockeries. They lived there for 35 years.
By 1940, Sidney Walton Gullett, engineer, of Toorak, was the owner. Gullett had a large
family and added the two upstairs rooms.5 He sold in 1943 for £3,900 to Vernon de Witt
Margetts, director of the radio station 3AK. The valuation at this time was £80.6 Margetts
was a wealthy business man who owned Macs furniture store. He subdivided the property in
1968 and appears to have carried out some alterations to the house.
After Margetts’ death in April 1970, his widow lived in the house alone for four years. In
1974 she married Tom Rickards, a widower, who lived over the road at Kyogle. The pair
built a large family room at Staverton and put in large glass windows which altered the
character of the house.
In February 1979, the property was transferred to Caroline Dean and Carol Snowden and then
in June 1985 to the present owners, Andrew Keith and Elizabeth Douglas Ballantyne.7

Ballantyne was an estate agent and owned local properties such as the former Pen-Bryn and
Highland Park8.

DESCRIPTION

Reflecting no one period of occupation, this much altered and extended weatherboard house is
nevertheless set in a relatively original (c1900-1920s ) garden. The roof forms vary from
hipped (two storey wing) to gabled but only the paired verandah posts and stop-chamfered
verandah bressumer beam evoke the nineteenth century. Chimneys are brick (over-painted )
with corbelled tops and string-mould detailing on the shafts.
Garden
The garden includes a very large Arbutus unedo in the centre of a gravelled circular drive,
with Magnolia grandiflora, rhododendrons, Tilia x europaea (linden), an oak, clipped box and
laurel hedges, Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor laurel), Araucaria heterophylla (Norfolk
Island pine), copper beech, and two Quercus robur (English oak) in a stone-edged island bed.
Sedimentary stone has been used for a sundail, path edges and retaining walls separating
garden areas.

CONDITION

The house has been added to and altered extensively, with added two-level wings and new
openings, paving and fittings. The garden appears well preserved.
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1 Charles Wilson, `Staverton.'
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1893-94, Beaconsfield Riding No. 244
3 Land File 3140/19.20. Crown Allotment 76
4 Charles Wilson's notes
5 Charles Wilson's notes
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1942-43, Beaconsfield Riding No. 802
7 Charles Wilson notes
8 C Wilson, pers. comm.



CONTEXT

Staverton forms part of the group of genteel rural retreats centred around a’Beckett and
Salisbury Roads, and dating from the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th
to the early 20th centuries.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Appearing to be mainly from the 1920s, the garden and landscape elements at Staverton
(formerly Alpina), are significant to the locality of Upper Beaconsfield because of the garden
extent, design and well preserved state. The garden provides significant evidence of the type
of garden setting chosen for the district’s early twentieth-century rural retreats and adds to
the variety of period gardens in the district. Because of its high integrity to early this century,
the garden is rare within the Shire.
Although much altered, the house and the extent of the holding is primarily symbolic of a
gentleman’s rural retreat built for Joseph Hollow, a successful Melbourne contractor, in the
boom year 1889, and also the building requirements of the subsequent often prominent
owners.
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VAUGHAN & LODGE TYNONG QUARRY

Quarry

end Quarry Road, Tynong

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920-30s

MAP: 25,768
EAST AMG: 380000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Vaughan & Lodge
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HISTORY

On 31 August 1928, it was announced in the Melbourne press that the granite to be used in
building the proposed Shrine of Remembrance in St. Kilda Road would come from a
recently-opened quarry at Tynong. It was claimed that experts who had examined the Tynong
granite considered it `equal in quality and appearance to any previously quarried in the
Commonwealth’. The stone was `silver in colour and very durable’. 1

Some six years earlier, in November 1922, a competition had been held inviting designs for a
National War Memorial. The architects Hudson and Wardrop’s `Shrine of Remembrance’
was among the six designs selected from 83 entrants’ sketches submitted by Australian-born
architects and sculptors.2 The finalists were invited to elaborate on their initial sketch designs
and, in December 1923, the award was announced. The Greek-inspired monumental design
of Hudson and Wardrop was the winner.3

However, over the next few years there was considerable controversy, not only about the
winning sketch, but also about whether a Shrine of Remembrance was the most appropriate
kind of War Memorial. It was not until April 1927 that the matter was resolved. This
followed the pronouncement by Sir John Monash (a national hero) at an Anzac House dinner
`...that the only satisfactory War Memorial would be the Shrine of Remembrance’.4

Successful appeals for public and private funding quickly followed. The foundation stone of
the new building was laid on Armistice Day in November 1927.5 By 1928, of 195
municipalities in Victoria, 132 had already made grants towards the Shrine building fund.6

In October 1927, Hudson and Wardrop were instructed to prepare working drawings and
specifications, and to call tenders. The drawings and specifications were completed by
March 1928 and tenders called. Seven tenders from Victorian builders were received, and in
June a contract was signed with the builder, Vaughan and Lodge.7

The story of this firm, and their work in the extraction of granite from the Tynong quarry, is
told in a long 1931 article by David Vaughan, senior partner, and in Russell’s official history
of the Shrine, as well as in numerous newspaper and journal articles. David’s father, Daniel
Vaughan, had built up a vast cartage and contracting business including a fleet of heavy
five-horse lorries. Motor lorries were later added to the fleet. James Lodge, father of the
Lodge brothers, was a Hamilton stonemason. The work of the Lodge family on church
buildings and other works in stone were well known throughout the Hamilton district. The
Lodge brothers, Frank and Dick, both enlisted in the A.I.F., as did their future patron, David
Vaughan. After the war, the Lodge brothers set up business on their own and were
responsible for the erection of many notable spires around the metropolis. These include the
spires of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, St. John’s in Clifton Hill, and St. Peter’s in Toorak.
However, it was their work on the South African War Memorial that attracted the attention of
David Vaughan, who lived nearby in Albert Road.8

The Shrine Building Committee decided on the use of granite for the exterior of the structure
because it was regarded as the `most lasting of structural materials’. It was announced in
November 1928 that, `very fortunately beautiful silver-grey granite of the finest quality is
available in adequate quantities in quarries which have been opened up in this state...’9

David Vaughan in his article titled `The Inside Story of the War Shrine,’ told of the problems
that had to be overcome in opening the new quarry at Tynong. Vaughan told how, `A road
had to be made into the quarry, and this work was started in August 1928. The country was
mountainous and difficult, and the road had to carry heavy motor lorries and the tremendous
plant had to be installed to cut the granite.’ 10
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1 Argus 31 Aug. 1928.
2 Building 12 Dec. 1934, p.21.
3 P. Hudson, Thesis. undated, p.2.
4 Ibid. p.14; W.B. Russell, We Will Remember Them. The Story of The Shrine of Remembrance, 1980, p.42.
5 Argus 12 Nov. 1927/
6 Argus 31 Aug. 1928.
7 RVIAJ Sept. 1928, pp.156-157.
8 Russell, pp.53-54.
9 Argus 12 Nov. 1928.
10 Herald 15 Aug. 1931.



No work in granite of an equal magnitude had previously been attempted in Australia. Frank
Lodge was sent to the United States to investigate the latest developments in stone-working
machinery. He brought back a `shot-saw’ which reduced a day’s cutting time by hand on the
granite to a matter of minutes. The huge circular saw was over six feet in diameter. It was
`fed’ with crushed, chilled steel shot and water, and relied on the abrasive action of the saw
rim and the shot to cut the stone.
The `shot-saw’ was later sold for use in Harcourt, where Dick Lodge’s son, Michael (M.J.K.
Lodge) worked on the quarrying and dressing of the stone for the Second World War
Memorial. However, the saw was so large and expensive to operate that it was sold for its
component electric motors, conveyors, and so on. `There was never again a job that justified
its capacity.’1

Frank and Jim Lodge shared the main responsibility for the masonry of the Shrine. Dick
handled the work at the Tynong quarry, where blocks of granite as great as 1500 tons were
quarried at one blast. Vaughan in his 1931 article told how, `Actually, the Memorial has been
built not only at the site (i.e. St. Kilda Road) But at Tynong, at Kyneton, at Buchan and at the
works in West Melbourne - where the freestone was dressed. Everything has dove-tailed
beautifully.’2

Design, supervision and construction was almost entirely the work of Victorians. However,
because of the shortage of skilled stone workers, they had been sought in all States and in
New Zealand. Later, some Italian and Scottish carvers were employed on the bas-reliefs. The
materials were all of Victorian origin with the exception of the marble paving of the inner
sanctuary and the freestone in the frieze panels which came from New South Wales.

`The shining black Ionic columns in the Inner Shrine, came from _Buchan, the silvery crystal
granite from Tynong, and the fine-grained Redesdale freestone from near Kyneton.’3

There was a constant nucleus of workers numbering 110, of whom 23 were employed at
Tynong. Most were returned soldiers and their personal involvement meant that there were
no stoppages except one imposed by a timber strike. As well as building new roads into the
Tynong quarry, light and power had to be brought in, a dam constructed, and living quarters
built for the men. Yet, as early as September 1928, `months before the works were
completed, the granite began its move via the tortuous track....’4

The official history of the Shrine contains photographs of the large blocks of stone `on the
ground’ and `on the move,’ as well as the completed building.5

The dedication of the Shrine took place on Armistice Day, 11 November 1934, which was
also in Victoria’s centenary year. A crowd of 300,000 attended.6 The architectural, historical
and social significance of the Shrine has been recognised in its classification by the National
Trust, and its addition in 1984 to Victoria’s Historic Buildings’ Register.

DESCRIPTION

This granite quarry is set on a hillside in gum forest and in private property accessible via
stone gate posts at the end of Quarry Road. Now filled with water the quarry provides a
picturesque scene, with cut and uncut stone faces reflected in the water.
Nearby are reinforced concrete structures, one appearing to be a gantry and machine housing
to haul stone from the quarry and another a rectangular water storage tank. Parts of iron
machinery, a tramway and riveted water tanks lie around the area and what appears to be a
fire refuge dug-out (built of granite blocks) is off the entry track.

CONDITION

The machine bases are now derelict and devoid of their machinery but sufficient remains of
the works to allow good interpretation via the documentation which survives on the site.
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2 Herald 15 Aug. 1931.
3 Russell, p.59.
4 Ibid.
5 Ibid. pp. 56, 66, 79.
6 Ibid.



CONTEXT

The site lies above the town in gum forest on a hilltop and is surrounded by mainly open
pasture lower on the hill.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Tynong quarry is significant to Victoria as the source of the granite used in the
construction of the nationally known Shrine of Remembrance in the 1920s-30s and is locally
important as a major stage in development of the stone-getting industry in the district. The
quarry is early among the still recognisable quarries in the area and has great potential for
further interpretation historically, given the physical integrity of the stone handling
equipment, oral and extensive documentary evidence. The quarry also serves as a reminder of
the local returned soldiers who worked there during the construction of the Shrine.
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BOURKE HOUSE & STABLES AT THE PAKENHAM

RACECOURSE

House, Out-buildings, Garden

Racecourse Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1926-7c?

MAP: 24,921
EAST AMG: 367000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.3,10.11,11.0
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Casey, Jack; Bourke, MJ and family
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HISTORY

This property, associated with a major district sport, was reputedly owned at first by Jack
Casey, mill owner, and more recently by the Bourke family. Jack Casey, the son of John
Casey, of Gembrook, `...was reputed to be the best sawyer in the district.’ He was owner of
the Beenak Mill between 1919 and 1925. After he was declared bankrupt in 1926, he leased
the Nar Nar Goon Mill.1

The Bourke family, prominent Pakenham graziers, were associated with the Pakenham
racecourse from an early date. A Pakenham Racing Club was formed in 1875, early meetings
being held in Henty’s paddock behind the Pakenham Hotel. Later, David Bourke provided a
paddock near the railway station, the site of today’s course. In 1926, the Bourkes provided
£5,000 for improvements. The course was remodelled, administration buildings erected and
the club sought registration with the Victoria Racing Club (V.R.C). A 1951 booklet declared
that it was then `...the top flight of Victorian provincial racecourses.’2

Rate records confirm the Bourke association in c1926 with the racecourse improvements. In
that period, the valuation of their property, which included the racecourse, more than doubled
from the previous year.3 The Bourke family history states that Michael Bourke and his family
took up residence in the house in 1929, replacing the Casey family.4.Then the surrounding
150 acres was owned by the family, from the Highway to the railway.
The course was remodelled again in 1937 and the house enlarged in 1939 to accommodate the
growing family (six children)5. Michael Bourke died in 1953 but his widow lived on there for
another 30 years. The next occupier, Gavin Bourke, shifted the old family stables to this
house from Homegarth after the house there burnt down. This Bourke family property was
west of the Toomuc Creek6.
The Pakenham Racing Club eventually obtained the racecourse from the Bourkes.7 The 1951
booklet concluded that, `The man behind the success of the Pakenham Racing Club has been
unquestionably the energetic secretary, Mr. M. (Michael) J. Bourke.’ He resigned in 1949,
but the Bourke family have carried on the tradition. His oldest son, David Bourke, is now
Chairman of the V.R.C.; his youngest son, Gavan, is secretary of the Pakenham Racing Club
and his brother, Brien, is the chairman8.
The residence in Racecourse Road West, associated with the Pakenham Racecourse, is still
owned by the Bourke family and occupied by Gavin. It was renovated in 19959.

DESCRIPTION

This large hipped and verandahed weatherboard house is set on the north side of the
racecourse, the south side of the Pakenham Creek and the west side of the road. The roof is
corrugated-iron and the skillion window hoods along the side have ripple iron roofs and
fringed valences. The chimneys are brick (over-painted ) and have corbelled tops. A mature
and notable cypress hedge spans the front and a lesser hedge is to the side. A Canary Island
date palm and large gum add to the generally mature exotic garden.
There are extensive timber outbuildings of the era and earlier behind and to the sides of the
house. These are, in part, reputedly old stables brought from the former Bourke property,
Homegarth.

CONDITION

The house and out-buildings appear to be in externally near original condition and the garden
is related to the period of the house.

CONTEXT

The house and out-buildings are isolated beside the race track, appearing to be part of the
track complex but are on a separate title.



SIGNIFICANCE:

Pakenham racecourse residence & stable complex is significant as a large, successfully
designed and well-preserved residential complex from the 1920s, linked with a private
racecourse and associated with notable district figures, such as the Bourkes, prominent
Pakenham graziers and horse racing identities. Through its associations with the Bourke
family who have played major roles within the Victorian Racing Club, and with the
Pakenham Racing Club, this property has been significant in the history of racing in the shire.
The relatively intact garden associated with the residence adds to the property’s significance.
The combination of a private residence, racecourse and stables has importance as rare within
the Shire.
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BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH, FORMER

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Church

2 Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1920?

MAP: 18,111M
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Congregational Church
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HISTORY

The former Congregational Church, a small timber structure built c1920 for Congregational
and non-denominational purposes, was eventually leased from the new custodians, the
Uniting Church, by the Berwick Baptist Fellowship in April 1978.1

Little is known of the building’s early history except that concerts were held in the local hall
to raise money for its construction. In 1943 a Ladies Guild was formed to aid in paying off the
building debt and a garden party was held at the Wright property in 1947 towards a similar
end. Sunday School attendances in the 1950s are thought to have been around 60 children
while the rear skillion on the church (with sink and cupboards) was added to cope with the
rising numbers. This popularity did not last and by the 1960s, low attendances provoked
plans to move the church to the rising suburb of Doveton. After objections from the local
community, this plan was not carried out.
This Baptist Fellowship commenced at a meeting held on 28 May 1968 in a Berwick home.
The meeting was called by the Rev. Alan Nunn of the Doveton Baptist Church. The
Fellowship grew in number and on 1 December 1969 moved into the RSL Hall for its
meetings. By August 1970, there were 20 children on the Sunday School roll. The following
year, on 31 October 1971, the Berwick Baptist Church was constituted and in 1972 bought a
block of land in Beaumont Road, Berwick. Later, in 1977, the Baptist Union of Victoria
bought land at Pink Hill on the Princes Highway.2

However, in 1978, the Baptist Church decided to lease the old Congregational Church in
Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield, no longer needed by the Uniting Church. In 1985, the
Church’s name was changed to Beaconsfield Baptist Church. The same year, the Baptist
Union sold the land at Pink Hill and gave $90,000 to the church to help it buy the old Mobil
Service Station and Yellow Rose of Texas restaurant at 52-62 Princes Highway, Beaconsfield,
and the old timber church behind. Renovations costing $40,000 began on the former service
station.3

The renovated building on the Princes Highway was opened on 19 October 1986 with a
Special Opening and Dedication Service. The Mayor of Berwick, Cr. Eddy Barron, told how
25 years earlier he had served petrol at the building, which was popular with truck drivers. It
was announced that the old church behind would be converted for use as a youth centre.4

Subsequently, a new Manse was built in 1990 at 38 Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield, and
further extensions to the renovated former service station were completed in August 1992.5

DESCRIPTION

This is a gabled, weatherboarded and simple Gothic revival parish church with a skillion
addition at the rear and a gabled entry porch on the north side. The main window is a triple
pointed light (each light is 3 pane) with hopper and fixed casements. Windows on the sides
are single pointed lights, with leaded multi-pane glazing. Fibrous cement sheet has been used
for the upper walls with cover strips over joints creating a panelled effect. The roof is
corrugated iron and there is a louvred vent in the gable apex.
The inside is also simple, with a chamfered ceiling profile, sheeting to walls and ceilings with
joint strapping, and a stained and lacquered vertical pine boarding for the dado. Doors are
ledge & braced with vertical board cladding.

CONDITION

The church is generally original.
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1 The Victorian Baptist Witness. Dec. 1986.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
4 Beaconsfield Baptist Church - Opening and Dedication Service 19 Oct. 1986.
5 Letter from Rev. A.G. Rudd, Senior Pastor, 9 Aug. 1995.



CONTEXT

The church faces a narrow residential street, with some contemporary houses, and backs onto
the main commercial strip and the new church.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Beaconsfield Baptist Church, former Congregational Church is significant to the
Cardinia Shire because, as a major and early public building, it provides evidence of the
Beaconsfield’s early development as a civic and service centre in the shire. As an early
gathering place the church embodies many memories of the community over a long period.
The present name of the church dates from 1985 when the Baptist Church first leased the old
timber building. It is now located behind a renovated service station which is used as the
Baptist Church, the old church building being used as a youth centre.
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GARFIELD SS 2724

School, Trees

84 Railway Avenue, Garfield

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910-

MAP: 26, 922
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5782000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Government; Fisher, H George HT; Daly, John
HT
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HISTORY

An earlier district school, called Cannibal Creek State School, was opened in 1886 on the
present Princes Highway west of the North Garfield Road. In 1900, the school site was
changed to Garfield Hill, approximately midway between the Princes Highway and Garfield
Railway Station.1.
The location of the present school building relates to the growth of the Garfield township with
the construction of the railway station. A new Garfield State School was opened in August
1910, with shelter sheds and a `rifle range’ being moved from the old site, and a new
five-room residence built five years later to house HT TJ Loutit2. It was sited on land fronting
Railway Avenue adjacent to the railway station and close to the town centre; it was thought
suitable because it was opposite the new railway crossing and a reasonable distance from the
station 3. The old school building was removed in 1914 to Garfield North and became
Garfield North SS3849 and the old site was considered for use as a plantation in 19254.
Meanwhile a strip of land beside the school site was acquired after 1915 for use as a
swimming pool for swimming classes, doubling as a reservoir for garden and agricultural plot
irrigation.5

After overcrowding problems in the 1920s, and additions in 1923 for 30 pupils (used as a staff
room in 1986), the local hall was rented to supply extra accommodation in 1931 pending
additions to the school in 1932 which included an infant room holding 40 pupils.6 Previously
two classrooms, 20x21 feet and 36x24 feet, held some 117 students. A portable classroom
was added in 1979, more additions made in 1983 and the grounds upgraded a number of
times.
Head Teachers at the new school have included John Daly (1897-1914, the first on this site
and in part responsible for the new site and buildings), H George Fisher (1947-63), and H.T.
Cadby in 1970-2.7 A museum was built beside the school in 1985.
The Garfield North School closed in 1963 or 1964 and later became a school camp for
Yooralla and other schools for handicapped children.8

The Garfield School has local significance but was not mentioned in Richard Peterson’s 1993
Comparative Study of Victorian Schools, Historic Government Schools.

DESCRIPTION

This gabled weatherboarded school building expresses its date by the small six-paned
windows along the street elevation. The roof is clad with corrugated-iron. Otherwise the
building is plain and undistinguished architecturally. A shelter shed at the rear is of more
recent construction as is the chain-wire fence.
The remnant garden in front of the main building includes planting from the 1920s-50s, with
Cotoneaster sp., Acmena smithii (lillypilly), Pittosporum sp., Quercus palustris (pin oak ),
Photinia sp., Robinia sp., and Prunus laurocerasus (cherry laurel).

CONDITION

The early sections of the school appear to be externally near original, given the above
additions.
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1 F Whiting et.al. Cannibal Creek to Garfield, The History of Garfield PS No.2724 1886-1986, p.4; see also Vision and Realisation,
Vol. 3, p.1240.

2 Whiting et.al, p.5
3 Whiting et.al, p.22, part CA 20, Bunyip parish 3.1/2 acres
4 ibid., part CA20 half mile from school, felled 1955
5 ibid.,p.26 not used until the 1930s?
6 ibid., p.7
7 Whiting et.al, p.22; Vision and Realisation, Vol. 3, p.1240.
8 Ian Forte, pers.comm.



CONTEXT

The school is sited near early timber residences and the Church of England hall, providing a
minor civic precinct to the town.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Garfield SS 2724 is significant to the locality of Garfield as a major and early public building
in the town and, in turn, draws attention to the town itself and its early development in the
Shire. The school is significant as an example of the new buildings constructed in the shire
after town centres had moved away from the Sale road with the advent and subsequent
upgrading of the railway. Its construction is also symbolic of the growth of Garfield caused by
more intensive farming around the town. This 1914 school adjacent to the railway and close
to the town centre, replaced an earlier school, midway between the Princes Highway and
Garfield Railway Station. The school and its trees are local landmarks.
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UPPER BEACONSFIELD POST OFFICE

Post Office

Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1914

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.5,9.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hopkins, James; Hopkins, Miss G.
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HISTORY

The first `Beaconsfield post office’ was established in 1878 at Upper Beaconsfield in
Beaconsfield House, built c1877 for William Brisbane1. Brisbane was the first postmaster and
received an annual allowance of £6. Brisbane was an estate agent, sawmill proprietor and
auctioneer. The second postmaster on 23 December 1880 was John Thomas Butler: the
volume of postal business having tripled in the two years of opening2.
Mrs. Grace Sumner purchased the freehold of the Beaconsfield house property in 1882. Her
husband, Arthur Hay Sumner, became the third postmaster. She obtained a liquor licence
and established her property as the Beaconsfield Hotel3. The next owner, Friderick Rudolf
Wickens, owned the hotel but was not trained as postmaster. In the early 1890s the hotel
was destroyed by fire.
By 1883, a post office had been opened at the new Beaconsfield Railway Station but it was
not until June 1891 the post office became known as Upper Beaconsfield, the name
Beaconsfield being transferred to the area around the new railway station4. The Shorthouses
ran a coach and mail service from the railway station from the 1880s into the early
twentieth-century.
From 1893 to 1903, James Kerwin, storekeeper in McBride Road, was postmaster. The post
office was located in his store.5

An advertisement in the Illustrated Guide to the Upper Beaconsfield Ranges of 1899 recorded
that at the Post Office Store, Upper Beaconsfield, James Kerwin, Grocer, Draper,
Ironmonger, Boot and Shoe Merchant, had a `good supply of flour, wheat, bran,’ artificial
manures, and was `licensed to sell gunpowder, fishing tackle,’ and was agent for the Age,
Argus, Leader, Australasian and Weekly Times newspapers.
The present post office and residence was built in 1914 by James Hopkins for his daughter,
Miss G. Hopkins.6 About this time there was a store on the eastern side of the post office.
This may be the property rated to James Hopkins, storekeeper, in 1911, described as store and
dwelling, NAV £32.7 The following year, rate records listed a transfer from James Hopkins
to Thomas Lee for the store and house.8 The shop adjacent to the post office was moved
about 1932 to the property Casely, to be used as a bedroom9. The post office was described in
1971 as containing three bedrooms, lounge, garage and garden shed.10.
Later postal officials were Miss L Peterson (1918), Miss D. Stenhouse (1926), Ben Angwin
and R. Crellin (1944). More recently they were Bill Volkner, Will Thomson, Mrs M
Howard; Ray and Elva Ratcliff, Mr. E. Montgomery and Mrs. Julie Allsop (1986).11

DESCRIPTION

This weatherboarded Tudor revival style post office, with verandahed residence, is typical of
government designed post offices of the era (see also Woodend, brick example) but has been
altered. Configured like a typical house, the residence has a high hipped roof profile and the
office is housed in two projecting gabled room bays; the roof is clad with corrugated iron.
The front bay has grouped casement windows, with small upper lights. The residence
verandah has a slatted timber frieze and the trussed and bracketed end-gables of the office
(with finials) has simulated rough-cast sheet cladding.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 375

1 D Baker, historical officer Australian Post Office, letter 8.10.1971
2 ibid.
3 Charles Wilson notes. `Post Office Beaconsfield, later Upper Beaconsfield `
4 Baker, loc. cit.
5 Charles Wilson
6 Charles Wilson notes
7 Shire of Berwick RB 1911-12, Beaconsfield Riding No. 500
8 Shire of Berwick RB 1912-13, No. 452
9 H Hudson, 1996, pers.com.
10 Cardinia Shire Valuer's cards
11 Baker, loc.cit.; Charles Wilson notes; Cardinia Shire Valuer's cards



CONDITION

Private boxes have been added to the front of the gabled bay, new openings created, window
details altered and the fences changed.

CONTEXT

The post office is opposite the war memorial and is close to the public hall; it adjoins the
reserve and forms part of the Charing Cross commercial and civic precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in 1914, the Upper Beaconsfield Post Office is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a
major and early public building in one of the Shire’s towns, as well as the oldest surviving
purpose-built post office. The building is a local landmark and a rare building type in the
shire. The post office is also a demonstration of design accomplishment, as qualified by the
modest scale of the building.
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KINCRAIK, LATER SALISBURY HOUSE

Guest House, garden, trees

Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1888

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,8.5,10.8
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Craik, Mrs Georgina; Hendrick, Misses
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HISTORY

This 32-roomed rare survivor of Upper Beaconsfield guest house era was built in 1888 for
Mrs. Georgina Craik by David McCulloch, later her son-in-law and contractor for
Melbourne’s sewerage system.1 District rate records listed George Craik, carrier, as
ratepayer for the house in Allotment 61 in 1888. The property had the substantial nett
annual valuation of £130.2 The house, known then as Kincraik, retained its high valuation,
although that went down slightly by 1895 during the depression years.3

By the late 1890s, when Upper Beaconsfield had become a popular holiday resort, the
property became known as Salisbury House. The lessees, the Misses Hendrick, had a full
page advertisement in an illustrated tourist guide of 1899. They offered `Superior
Accommodation for Visitors’ with `All Home Comforts.’ There was tennis, croquet, and
good stabling provided, as well as `Grand Views’ of Westernport and Port Phillip on one side
and the Baw Baw Mountains and the Black Spur on the other. Moderate terms were
offered.4 The advertisement included a photograph of the large boarding house with guests
lined up outside. During this era it was the subject of many postcards and photographs,
boasting the fern gully at the rear, bowling green at the front and the views to Arthurs Seat,
Westernport Bay and French Island5.
In 1924-25, it was owned and occupied by Robert Laidlaw Blaikie, boarding house keeper;
this family continuing its tenure into the 1940s.6

From the early 1940s the property was owned and managed by Mr. and Mrs. John E Royle,
who converted it into a number of flats. The western rooms were let to Dr. Stephenson of
Berwick who, with his assistants, consulted there until 1977.
The Victorian Tourist Bureau cited Upper Beaconsfield as a popular weekend resort for
tourists and campers in the 1940s and 1950s where the fern gullies were augmented with a
good golf course, tennis courts and a croquet ground. Salisbury was then able to
accommodate some 50 persons at 12/6d per night during the holiday season. Other guest
houses in the town included Kyogle Farm and Runnymede, both much smaller7

The property continued as a boarding house until 1957.
Its most recent use has been as a nursing home for the elderly, managed by Sister Yvonne
Cahill. The present nursing home proprietors are Vicki and John Liaskas.8

DESCRIPTION

This large weatherboarded guest house has been both internally and externally altered but still
possesses the basic room plan of the original, with the billiard room (with its lantern roof)
still recognisable at the east end. The gabled main roof is clad with corrugated-iron as is the
skillion verandah and projecting trussed and gabled roof bays occur at intervals along the
roofline; the brick (over-painted ) chimneys have moulded cemented cornices and the eaves
are bracketed (paired). Most of the main windows have moulded architraves.
Garden
Early garden elements include some large cypress (Cupressus sempervirens?) at the gate
(possibly from the 1920s); Cedrus deodara (deodar cedar); a row of tree ferns on rock-edged
beds, a cordyline, golden privet, a rock-edged path, and Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterey
cypress). Planting from the 1950s include Liquidambar var. and golden elm. There was once a
croquet lawn in the front of the building, possibly where the bowling green is now. The
garden is contributory to the site’s significance.
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1 Charles Wilson. `Salisbury House.'
2 Shire of Berwick RB 1888-89, Beaconsfield Riding No. 82
3 Shire of Berwick RB 1895-96, Beaconsfield Riding No. 134. NAV £75
4 The Illustrated Guide to the Beaconsfield Ranges, 1899, p.17
5 Salisbury House collection
6 Shire of Berwick RB 1924-25, Beaconsfield Riding No. 149; H Hudson pers.com. notes Blackie or `Blaikie' family there
7 The Country Hotel and Guest House Guide, p.323
8 Charles Wilson. `Salisbury House.'



CONDITION

The front and rear verandahs have been renewed in part or totally, with some stop-chamfered
posts remaining. The entrance porch has been added as has a skillion to the front verandah,
near the former billiard room. The interior has been renovated, with addition of false ceilings,
but retains some 19th century elements such as the etched ruby glass in the former toplights
of the front door. The roofing is new but presumably relates to the original cladding.

CONTEXT

Salisbury House is opposite the public hall, adjacent to the reserve and forms part of the
Charing Cross commercial and civic precinct.
The property to the west contains some mature trees, probably of the late nineteenth-century,
such as Cupressus funebris (Chinese weeping cypress) and C. sempervirens. This land may
have been part of the original Salisbury House holding.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Kincraik, later Salisbury House is significant to the Cardinia Shire as one of the grandest
resort buildings among the many rural retreats built in the Upper Beaconsfield area and it still
possesses some of its landscape setting. Kincraik is significant as one of the few identified
nineteenth-century guest houses remaining in the shire and it contributes to the commercial
and civic precinct of Upper Beaconsfield. Documentary evidence such as the many post cards
which portray the building also aid in the appreciation of the site historically. Kincraik is a
local landmark and has associations with a number of locally important people, including
Mrs. Georgina Craik and the Misses Hendrick in the 1890s.
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UPPER BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL

Memorial

Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.5,9.3
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HISTORY

War memorials were erected in many Victorian townships, both urban and rural, to
commemorate local residents who served in both the First and Second World Wars. The War
Memorial at Upper Beaconsfield commemorates local residents who went to both Wars. The
inscription on the north-face bears the names of 16 Upper Beaconsfield men who served in
the 1914-18 War. Many came from well known families like the Berglunds and a’Becketts.
The Memorial was unveiled on 21 May 1920 by General Elliott.
The inscription of the west-face of the memorial reads: `In memory of the men of Upper
Beaconsfield who gave their lives in 1938-1945. Six names are listed, including M.J.
Martel, the son of the Mr & Mrs Charles Martel of Mon Desir (later Highland Park), of Upper
Beaconsfield. Flight Officer M.J. Martel lost his life serving the R.A.F. in England1.
The enclosing wall is dated 17 May 1950 and was a gift of Mrs. Dennett, who was owner of
the log cabin in Salisbury Road ( near Split Rock Road). She was the daughter of the Henry
Buck of Henry Buck’s Men’s Clothing Store in Melbourne. Her only son, Peter, was lost on a
bombing raid over Europe and his name is inscribed on the west face of the memorial2. The
flag pole was the gift of C.R. Walker (Fassifern) whose only son, Roy, was killed in 1942
during a training flight3

DESCRIPTION

This granite obelisk bears the names of the war dead of Beaconsfield from the 1915-19 and
1938-45 wars. Set on a stepped podium in the grassed median, the quarry-face tapering stone
shaft rises through three stages to a cushion-capping. The lettering is lead and the panels inset
with a dressed finish. Around the memorial is a plinth and rock-face corner piers with a low
pipe balustrade between. Crushed aggregate fills the gap between the monument and fence.

CONDITION

The memorial is in near original condition.

CONTEXT

The memorial is opposite the post office, adjoins the reserve and forms part of the Charing
Cross commercial and civic precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Upper Beaconsfield War Memorial is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a major part of the
Upper Beaconsfield historic commercial and civic precinct today and the focus for the local
community during World War One.
Constructed from local stone, the Upper Beaconsfield War Memorial is significant as one of
the small number of war memorials relating to both the First and Second World Wars in the
shire. The names of soldiers from a number of well known district families are recorded on
this memorial. . The memorial draws attention to the early growth of the Upper Beaconsfield
and is an important local landmark.
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1 C Wilson, 1996, pers.com.
2 Notes, Charles Wilson; see WWA 1962, p.238
3 ibid.



LAMBLE ORCHARD HOUSE

House, farm

145 Sanders Road, Garfield North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1928

MAP:21,769
EAST AMG: 385000
NORTH AMG: 5789000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,10.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Lamble, John
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HISTORY

This farm complex, typical of many district selection properties, was associated with John
Lamble, orchardist, a Devon farmer, and his family, from 1893. Lamble purchased Crown
Allotment 84A, a cancelled selection owned from 1887 by Charles Phars, a Maryborough
carpenter. Phars applied for a 10 year grazing lease and by 1891 had built a two-roomed
weatherboard house with an iron roof (valued at £60), a kitchen, stable and fowl house. He
had planted a 2 acre crop of potatoes and `one acre of garden and orchard round the house
planted with vines and fruit trees and 6,000 strawberry plants.’ However, Phars did not meet
the fencing or vermin destruction requirements. He argued that he put his `...capital and
labour into making a homestead and cultivation’ and declared that `I don’t consider Wallaby
vermin.’ In September 1893, the selection was transferred to John Lamble of Garfield.1 It
is not known whether any of the Phars 1890s structures or plantings remain.
In 1906, Lamble applied for a grazing lease. In his application, Lamble said he had resided
on the property for six years. His improvements included a three-roomed weatherboard
house with an iron roof and brick chimney (valued at £50), and a kitchen, dairy and six sheds
of slab and bark. He had cultivated four acres and there was a 7 year old orchard. Lamble
also failed to meet the fencing requirements. He claimed that he had to `go away to work to
earn money to keep the family and improve the place.’ This was obviously a more
acceptable argument. Lamble was granted a 34 year grazing lease which matured into a
freehold estate on 16 October 1911.2

The present farm complex, which appears to date from the 1920s, may contain earlier
structures. In the 1920s, the property of John Lamble, farmer, was rated at £35 with a slight
increase to £40 in 1928-29.3

John Lamble, well known in the district, worked first in Townsville and Melbourne after he
arrived from Devon. He married Amelia Jane Hosking from South Devon. The pair had
three children, Janet, Leslie and John, all born in the Garfield North district. John worked at
first at a sawmill in the Gembrook area, returning home to the Sanders Road farm at
weekends. Amelia ran the farm during the week. Later, John worked at local sawmills.
Amelia died on 28 February 1930 and John on 24 June 1944. Both are buried in the Bunyip
Cemetery. Their married son, Les, became manager of Woodlands (Fern Hill) in Topp
Road, Bunyip North, owned by A.G. Michell, engineer, in the 1920s. Photographs of the
Lamble family include an undated photo of John Lamble and his son, Les, and a 1940
Lamble family group.4

From early this century fruit-growing was recorded as one of Berwick Shire’s leading
industries. By 1912, Bunyip North was noted for its fruit growing. Between 1915 and
1922, there were numbers of orchards within the Pakenham Shire area (then part of Berwick
Shire). Orchard areas included parts of Pakenham, Pakenham Upper and Beaconsfield. By
1925, there were many orchards at Tonimbuk and Garfield.5

There is still some evidence of orchardists’ houses, cool stores and packing sheds at Upper
Beaconsfield, Tonimbuk and Garfield. The Lamble family, whose farm remains on this site
was another district family that planted an orchard on their property.

DESCRIPTION

This is a distinctive Californian Bungalow style weatherboarded farm house with shingled
gables (porch and main roofs), a corrugated iron roof, and unusual Eastern-style flared
window hoods. These hoods sit over boxed window bays and the shingles (timber or fibrous
cement sheet) are stained/painted a Bungalow green typical of the era. Other window bays
are further along the front of the house. There is a gabled entry porch supported on Greek

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 383

1 Land File 10520/59.61
2 Land File 10520/59.61
3 Shire of Berwick RB 1920-21, Pakenham Riding No. 428; 1928-29 No. 439
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revival fluted cement columns resting on red brick piers and the chimneys are of red brick
with corbelled tops. There are traces of early planting around the house.

CONDITION

The house is externally near original but the fence may have been replaced.

CONTEXT

The house is sited at a corner in open pasture and near remnant native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Lamble orchard house is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a good and stylistically
interesting Californian Bungalow design from the early development of orcharding in the
district and adds greatly the variety of farm housing and gardens in the district. The house is
closely linked with the locally prominent Lamble family and is a good demonstration of
design skill on a modest scale.
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ORCHARD PACKING SHED, FORMER NAVY STORE

Store

340 Sanders Road, Garfield North

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1915-20c

MAP: 21,769
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hosking, J

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 385



HISTORY

This property, owned in 1911 by J. Hosking, a leading district orchardist, is associated with
the increasing importance of fruit-growing throughout the Shire.1. From that date it was
recorded as one of Berwick Shire’s leading industries. By 1912, Bunyip North was noted for
its fruit growing. Between 1915 and 1922, there were numbers of orchards within the
Pakenham Shire area (then part of Berwick Shire). Orchard areas included parts of
Pakenham, Pakenham Upper and Beaconsfield. By 1925, there were many orchards at
Tonimbuk and Garfield.2

Rate book evidence confirmed that J.E. Hosking, saddler, owned a Bunyip shop in addition to
his Sanders Road property3 F.H.G. Hosking, saddler and orchardist, was the owner from
1929.4 He still owned the Bunyip shop.
From about the 1950s, the property was associated with another district orcharding family,
the McIlroys. It was one of only four orchards surviving in the area in the 1970s. Other
orchardists had turned to dairying and grazing by the early 1940s.5The McIlroys `Fernleigh
Orchards’ was a `renowned cherry orchard’ and by the 1970s had 15 acres under cherries and
apples. In a July 1991 advertisement, the McIlroy orchard was described as containing `2,200
producing cherry trees ranging in age from 18 to 20 years...Other fruit trees include apples
and apricots.’ There were also approximately 10,000 18-year-old pine trees ` near harvesting
and thinning.’ There were `excellent packing shed facilities,’ two cool rooms, and ` a cosy
WB home with four large bedrooms centrally heated throughout.’ The property was offered
for sale as ` a family concern in excess of 40 years and well managed throughout the time.’6.
Keith McIlroy is thought to have moved this building from the Naval barracks, H.M.A.S.
Cerberus c1965-1970 where it had served as half of the Provisions Store. The other half was
moved to another site7. The nearest structure in appearance to this building on the H.M.A.S.
Cerberus site today is the former Boatswain Store (1922-) which is two storey weatherboard
and gabled but has been added to on one side. The only other similarly aged building is the
1916 drill hall.8

There is still some evidence of orchardists’ houses, cool stores and packing sheds at Upper
Beaconsfield, Tonimbuk and Garfield. The Lamble family, whose farm remains at 145
Sanders Road in Garfield North, was another district family that planted an orchard on their
property.

DESCRIPTION

This large corrugated iron clad and gabled packing shed has multi-pane timber-framed
glazing, large sliding ledge & braced doors, and. skillion additions at the front (some early).
It is located near the roadside and adjoins a fruit tree orchard. It resembles the packing shed
at Upper Beaconsfield although in poorer condition.

CONDITION

The shed is externally near original except for the added skillion wings.

CONTEXT

Located by the road side as the access point for transport, the shed is part of a farm complex,
adjoins orchard planting, is near to the Lamble orchard house and faces what is now open
pasture.
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1 Nest, D., Call of the Bunyip, p.28
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3 Shire of Berwick RB 1911-12
4 Ibid. 1929-30 No.1135
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6 Cardinia Shire Valuer's cards
7 owner J Farrington, pers.com. 12.1.96
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SIGNIFICANCE:

This orchard packing shed is significant to the Cardinia Shire because it represents well the
early development of orcharding in the district. The shed is among the oldest in the Shire and
has a close link with the locally important Hosking family. Although once widespread in the
area, packing sheds from the World War One era are becoming rare.
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ST JOHNS CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Church, trees

4-6 Seven Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire, church), Typical (trees)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1893

MAP: 25, 922
EAST AMG: 374000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Church of England
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HISTORY

St. John’s Church of England, an important community centre for district farming families,
was opened by the Bishop of Melbourne at Nar Nar Goon on 6 February 1993, assisted by the
Revs. Hill (Berwick) and Brazier (Dandenong)1. The plan had been sketched by local farmer,
Mr Latta, who had also made the communion table. The builder was a Mr Harrison who had
also given his labours free of charge, only receiving payment for the materials, and he was
thanked warmly for this by John Startup at the opening2. The materials however had cost
more than had been subscribed at that date.

The Walhalla Church

It has been suggested that this church was shifted here from Walhalla where a St John’s
Church of England had been built 1872-3 in the centre of that thriving mining village3. A
photograph of 1875 shows a similarly gabled church to the Nar Nar Goon example but with a
timber bell tower set on the gabled apex. The church also had a gabled porch to one side. The
present Walhalla Anglican Church was built in 1919 after the earlier church had been shifted
from the town, reputedly to Wonthaggi4. There is no documentary evidence of the Nar Nar
Goon church being derived from the Walhalla Church and confusion may have arisen with the
Nar Nar Goon Methodist Church which was reputedly adapted from the Walhalla Brass Band
room.5

Early district farming families associated with this church were the Brownings, Greys, Lattas
and Startups. Another early member was James Thorn Mortimer, father of Arthur, George
and John Mortimer. The bell in this church was reputedly the earliest cast in the colony. It
hung in the John Knox Church in Swanston Street in 1847, was re-hung in a later building in
1861, and discarded by the Church of Christ authorities in 1880.6

DESCRIPTION

This Gothic revival weatherboard parish church has a simple trussed gable, pointed arch
leadlight windows, timber buttresses to the side and a central gabled porch. There is a
triangular roof vent in the upper gable and a cross at the gable apex. The front fence is chain
wire and the gates wire-fabric. The church is surrounded by mature exotic trees which
contribute to its significance.

CONDITION

The church appears to be externally near original except for what may be an added skillion
wing at the side rear. The front fence has been replaced.

CONTEXT

The church stands among generally later housing and is noticeably the oldest building in the
town.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in the 1890s for the farming community in the township of Nar Nar Goon, St Johns
Church of England is a rare building type for the Shire, a 19th century church, and has
landmark qualities as a public building serving the local community over a long period. A
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1 Dandenong Advertiser, 9.2.1993
2 ibid.
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7.1872 for the Walhalla church opening, p.74 photo
4 Planning Collaborative, loc. cit.
5 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.128
6 In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, p.128



number of important district families were associated with this church. They included the
Brownings, Grey, Lattas and Startups.
St Johns is one of the Shire’s major early public buildings and is the focus for the early
township development of Nar Nar Goon.
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HOBSON’S (SOLDIER SETTLER) HOUSE

House, farm; trees

194 Soldiers Road, Rythdale

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire, house, farm), Typical (trees)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1930

MAP:29,767
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5777000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,10.7,10.10
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Hobson, G H
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HISTORY

The locality known as Rythdale was a closer or soldier settlement area based on the property
The Ridge owned by the Hon. F Hagelthorne, MLC, Minister for Public Works. The Closer
Settlement Board acquired the property after World War One and redivided for returned
servicemen and their families to take up as farms. This house was opposite the `town centre’
of Rythdale which was located on the corner of Soldiers and Hobsons Roads. It was
reputedly taken up by one of the Hobsons; Jim, Bill and Bert Hobson having been among the
first to take up blocks there. Others included C.A.J. Peterson, A. Blackwood, J. Bloomfield,
C. Lansdown, J. Leadoux, W. Smith, T. Vaughan and A Young1

The Hobson family associated with this property were typical of the soldier settler families
who farmed at Rythdale from the 1920s.
After the First World War, the `Discharged Soldier Settlement Act’ made provision for the
resettlement of soldiers as part of the Closer Settlement Scheme.2 The `Land Purchase
Board’ recommended dairying combined with cash crops on blocks allotted. There was a
rush of soldier applicants.3 Many in the former Pakenham Shire area were placed on small
allotments subdivided from portions of large estates like the I.Y.U., Dalmore, Rythdale and
Hagelthorne.
The locality around the subdivided Rythdale Estate between McGregor Road and the
Koo-wee-rup Pakenham Road, divided by Soldiers Road, became known as Rythdale. There
was a post office in Hobson’s Road, and a hall. Descendants of the original soldier settlers
are still living on farms in these roads, notably the Hobson family.4

In 1930-31, G.H. Hobson was rated for the first time as the occupier of Allotment 95C5 and
94H6 By the 1940s, James and James Allan Hobson were associated with Allotment 95C and
98H, comprising 149 acres.7 Crown Allotment 95A, had G.T. Hobson as its registered owner
and other nearby allotments were also owned by other members of the Hobson family.8

The four sons of William and Esther Hobson of Iona, who settled at Rythdale, were George,
Herbert, James and William. George married May Mulpas and had a family of 5 daughters.
His photograph in the uniform of a First World War soldier was reproduced in a recent
district history.9

The Hobson boys, in about 1927, settled on 140 acres, which they cleared. The tea-tree,
which took six months to clear, was full of sharp silver tussocks and snakes. They began to
farm the land while drainage works were still in progress, and the area was subject to
flooding. In 1928, the Hobsons had an A Model Ford to transport peas and produce to
market. They joined in the social life of the community. It has been claimed that the first
Rythdale tennis team was `all Hobsons’ and that the school was `mostly Hobsons.’ At least
four Hobson families still live on Soldiers Road, according to the district history. Mrs.
Margaret Hobson, widow of Ben (son of James) and her son, Harold, work the farm on
Soldiers Road.10

DESCRIPTION

This hipped roof concrete block house has early trim colours (green), a verandah set on
concrete block piers and is possibly to a War Service Home design pattern. The blocks have a
rusticated finish and may have been made on the property with one of the patented block
making machines of the era. The front fence is chain wire and possibly later. A Monterey
cypress hedge surrounds the house allotment and related outbuildings are nearby.
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2 The Land Manual, p.6
3 Neil Gunson, The Good Country, pp.194, 200
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Early concrete block houses were made in New South Wales, one for a Dr Mackellar, MLC in
1907-8. The block making machine was hand-operated and the materials, such as sand and
gravel were obtained from the site. However it was after the halt in construction, during the
First War, that mass production techniques were sought to achieve cheap and quickly-built
housing that this method became more popular1.

CONDITION

The house is in externally near original and good condition.

CONTEXT

The property is located opposite the Rythdale recreation reserve and in flat open pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in the 1920s, Hobson’s farm house is significant to the Cardinia Shire as a
well-preserved example of a substantial soldier settler house. It provides good evidence of the
closer or soldier settlement in the district and the draining of swamp lands for farming as well
as some of the building techniques aimed at producing cheaper housing (concrete blocks).
Hobson’s house is closely linked with a well-known family in the area (Hobson) and is rare
in the Shire as a concrete block soldier settler house.
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MONTEREY PINES, RYTHDALE RESERVE

Trees, reserve

Soldiers Road, Rythdale

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920s

MAP: 29,767
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5778000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.7,9.12
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HISTORY

After the First World War, the `Discharged Soldier Settlement Act’ made provision for the
resettlement of soldiers as part of the Closer Settlement Scheme.1 The `Land Purchase
Board’ recommended dairying combined with cash crops on blocks allotted. There was a
rush of soldier applicants.2 Many in the former Pakenham Shire area were placed on small
allotments subdivided from portions of large estates like the I.Y.U., Dalmore, Rythdale and
Hagelthorne.
The locality around the subdivided Rythdale Estate between McGregor Road and the
Koo-wee-rup Pakenham Road, divided by Soldiers Road, became known as Rythdale. There
was a post office in Hobson’s Road, and a hall. Descendants of the original soldier settlers
are still living on farms in these roads, notably the Hobson family.3

DESCRIPTION

Four mature Monterey pines and one Monterey cypress located at the Hobson Road corner,
next to the tennis court, mark the Rythdale town recreation reserve which served the
surrounding Soldier Settler community.

CONDITION

Fair.

CONTEXT

The reserve is sited at the main cross-roads of this small estate in open pasture and nearly
opposite the Hobson farm. The trees on this site and at the farm opposite stand out as mature
exotic plantings.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Monterey pines on the Rythdale reserve are locally significant to Rythdale because they
mark the site of the reserve and hence an important recreation place for the local residents
over a long period. As a gathering place, it is also evidence of the surrounding soldier and
closer settlement on the former swamp. The trees are also locally significant for their
landmark character in otherwise flat pasture.
Rythdale Reserve is significant for its associations with the Rythdale Estate established by the
subdivision of some of the larger district farming properties for soldier settlement after the
First World War. A number of soldier settlers farmed the area in the post-war era, including
the well known Hobson family,whose descendants live there still, particularly in the Soldiers
and Hobson Roads areas.
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LO-YUAN

House, Garden

84 Split Rock Road, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: State, Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1924

MAP: 13, 739
EAST AMG: 361000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.3
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Howard-Smith, Rev. Thomas; Henderson Alsop & Martin;
Watson, Thomas & Vera
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HISTORY

Lo-Yuan is Chinese for `House of Happiness’ and was the name given to the property by the
first owner in 1924, the Rev. Thomas Howard-Smith, a missionary who worked in China
from 1895 to 1922. The Howard-Smiths lived in the house until 1953, clearing and planting
the garden area.1

The designing architects were the firm A & K Henderson, Alsop & Martin. The present
owner, Mrs. Beverly Raven, reputedly holds the original plans and specifications dated 24
June 1924 and details of some changes made in 1929.
Much of the history of the house was told to Charles Wilson by Mrs. Enid Radic, the
Howard-Smiths’ younger daughter.
The Rev. Thomas Howard-Smith (1864-1953) was born in England. In 1881 (aged 17), after
his parents’ death, Thomas migrated to New Zealand. Here, in 1893, he entered the ministry
of the Congregational Church and, in 1895, became a missionary in China. Three children
were born of his first marriage - Burton (1901), Joyce Winsome (1903) and Enid Margaret
(1909). His wife died in 1917 and he remarried in 1919.2

Thomas became the registered owner of the Lo-Yuan property on 16 April 1924.3 He was
listed as owner/occupier of a house on 40 acres in Crown Allotment 13 for the first time in the
1924-25 rate records.4 Thomas and his second wife, Josephine Mary, lived there until his
death on 18 July 1953.
On 3 December 1958, Thomas Nelson, engineer, and his wife, Vera, purchased the property.
They may have been renting the house already as the widow moved to Melbourne after her
husband’s death. After Vera Nelson’s death on 3 December 1978, the house was auctioned.
On 17 September 1979, Douglas Raven, panel beater, and his wife, Beverley Dawn (the
present owners), became the registered owners.5

DESCRIPTION

This well preserved Arts & Crafts attic-style house is clad with stained vertical (upper walls)
and rusticated boarding (lower), has tall red brick chimneys, has a series of steeply gabled
corrugated-iron clad roofs, and deep strutted eaves. The house has an overall character which
is both expressive of the owner’s interest in the Far East and the designer’s interest in Arts &
Crafts architecture. A single level hipped roof section is at one end, with window bay attached
and there are extensive insect-screened sleep-out balconies on both levels facing south and
east. Typically the window joinery is picked out as trim against the dark walls, in this case
using white, with the associated upper-level shutters and narrow hoods added to the trim on
the north side. The entrance is inset under two tapering portal-brackets, in the Eastern
manner, and between two multi-paned windows.
The Garden
The property is entered by a curving gravel drive, lined with gums. Mature planting includes
Arbutus unedo (Irish strawberry), Liquidambar var., Acmena smithii (lillypilly), Quercus
palustris (pin oak ), Trachycarpus fortuneii (Chusan palm), Camellias, and a silky oak. There
is a very large oak (Q. Cerris?) to the south of the house, tree ferns, a weeping elm, Acer
palmatum, a Japanese cherry and persimmon. Much of the planting is contributory to the
house era and style.

CONDITION

Extensive pergolas appear to have been added at the entry but otherwise the house is
externally near unchanged.
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2 Charles Wilson. `Lo-Yuan.'
3 Charles Wilson, from Title information held by the present owner.
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5 Charles Wilson. `Lo-Yuan.'



CONTEXT

Lo-Yuan forms part of the group of gentile rural retreats centred on Salisbury Road, and
dating from the area’s close association with tourism from the late 19th to the early 20th
centuries.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Lo-Yuan is significant to Victoria as a well-preserved and successfully designed Arts and
Crafts style residence of the mid-1920s, created by the noted architectural firm, A & K
Henderson, Alsop and Martin for the Rev.Thomas Howard-Smith, a missionary who had
worked in China. Because of the high integrity of the house, its style and the documentation
surrounding its early ownership, it is possible to interpret the site historically, in particular the
Rev. Smith’s interest in the Far East.
Lo-Yuan is a faithful expression of the life of an important Victorian missionary, the Rev.
Howard-Smith, and is rare as an intact Arts & Crafts Bungalow, with eastern styling.
Lo-Yuan and its garden setting are also important to the Cardinia Shire as a notable example
of one of the district’s residential retreats and adds greatly to the variety of housing and
gardens in the district. This place is also significant for its comparative age, judged within the
shire’s major development eras (post First War).
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BHUTAN PINES (8) AT GEMBROOK RAILWAY

STATION SITE

Trees

Station Road, Gembrook

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1900

MAP: 10, 739
EAST AMG: 372000
NORTH AMG: 5798000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 6.4,9.12
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Railways
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HISTORY

These pines (Pinus wallichiana Jacks) appear to have been planted when the Gembrook
railway opened in 1900 and have been classified by the National trust as significant trees.1

An early photograph of the station shows the infant trees next to the line2. The source is
unknown but they may have been supplied by the famed Nobelius Emerald nursery who
supplied a large range of plants throughout the southern hemisphere..

DESCRIPTION

This is a row of Bhutan pines on the east side of the road within the reserve, with other
specimens opposite on the road verge. It has been described as A fine row of Bhutan pines..,
with an average height of around 23m and a canopy of 14m.3. The Pinis nigra nearby is not
included in the National Trust citation.

CONDITION

When this row was classified by the National Trust, the tree at the south end was in very poor
condition.

CONTEXT

These trees provide part of the early historic fabric of Gembrook Township and blend with
other mature exotic plantings in the adjoining park (later planting) and former station ground
(oak to the north-east).

SIGNIFICANCE:

The National Trust regarded these trees as rare and having landmark status in their
contribution to the town’s historic fabric. The Bhutan pines (8) at the former Gembrook
Railway Station site are significant to the Cardinia Shire because they are one of the few
original elements which remain from the c1900 station ground development on this important
railway line. In turn, they provide evidence of the development of transport networks across
the district and the development of service centres in shire townships.
These trees are also significant for their comparative age, type and grouping and provide the
focus for other mature exotic planting in the area.
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SWAMP BRIDGES & SWAMP DRAINS

Bridges, Drains

over, at Swamp Drains, Iona, Cora Lynn, Vervale, Pakenham South

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1889-

MAP:
EAST AMG: 358000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.7,6.2,12.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: State Rivers & Water Supply Commission; Shire of
Pakenham
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HISTORY

The drainage and clearing of the Koo-wee-rup Swamp has been judged to be `...the largest
swamp reclamation scheme ever undertaken in Victoria.’1 In early years the swamp was seen
as a barrier to expansion and farming development, but it was also `viewed as an area of great
potential.’2 In the late nineteenth and early twentieth-century it was converted into a fertile
area where dairying and potato farming flourished; where closer settlement schemes
(including Village Settlements and Soldier Settlements) were introduced; and where a
number of permanent swamp towns were established.
The swamp covered some 100,000 acres extending from Sawtell’s Inlet, at Tooradin, to
Bunyip township. It was formed from the waters of the Cardinia, Toomuc, Deep and Ararat
Creeks on the north and the Tarago and Bunyip Rivers on the north-east and the Musk, Heifer
and Stony Creeks on the east. From the 1850s, the area was leased by pastoralists, such as
William Lyall & Bakewell.
After Lyall’s drainage works of the 1860s, in March 1875, 9,000 acres of marginal swamp
lands were sold at auction to six buyers, including Duncan MacGregor, who purchased about
4,000 acres. MacGregor attempted construction of his own private scheme of drains and
embankments on his Dalmore property between 1879 and 1902, with some success.3 The
swamp owners also formed Koo-wee-rup Swamp Drainage Committee and carried out more
extensive drainage: one of the first drains was cut .8k north of the Ballarto Road extending
the Cardinia Creek in an oblique line to the south-east and then south to Western Port Bay.
In 1881 the Berwick Shire sought government drainage of the swamp and resale of the land
for agriculture. One result was that Thomas Bent, Minister for Railways, proposed the
drainage and sale of swamplands in the Koo-wee-rup district. The proceeds of these sales
were to be used to construct the Great Southern Railway from Dandenong to Port Albert.
Special swamp provisions were placed in the 1881 Railways Act and in the 1884 Land Act,
allowing the Victorian Government to become involved in large-scale swamp drainage
schemes. The route for this line was decided in 1885 and tenders called, with a Swamp Board
set up in the following year. The Board commissioned a survey of the proposed Koo-wee-rup
Swamp drainage area. It was the largest at 57000 acres, among others but it was the last to be
examined in detail, awaiting the construction of the Great South line to provide access. Other
swamp areas to be drained included Moe (11000 acres), Condah (6000), Panyabr (2000) and
Mokoan (7000).
A drainage plan for the swamp, prepared under PWD Chief Engineer, Thwaites, was tabled in
1888 and Following the crossing of the swamp by the new railway line by June 1889, work
began on construction of the Main Drain or canal by contractors, Buckley & Sons. A second
stage was carried out by Kearney & Randle in 1891 and a third in the same year by
Bloomfield. Much of the work on swamp drainage was by unemployed men using axes,
mattocks, spades, shovels and wheel barrows. In 1893, the year of the bank moratorium, a
further group of unemployed married men completed drainage work under the supervision of
PWD chief engineer, Carlo Catani.4 In the same year Village Settlements were legislated for,
allowing city unemployed to set up `villages’ on marginal crown lands. Part-time drain
workers could use their earnings to pay off their typically 20 acre blocks located in the
swamp area. Scrub clearing and burning was the main task of these would-be farmers while
successive floods made their lives near unbearable. By 1904, some 2024 persons lived in the
swamp settlement on 15000 acres spread over 325 holdings5.
Today’s many drainage canals and timber bridges over the drains are thought to have been
built after the destruction caused by the 1934 floods but provide evidence of the massive
swamp drainage projects carried out in many parts of the Shire6.
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The network of drainage canals shown on later maps is still a dramatic feature of the
landscape in the former `Great Swamp’ area. The district became Melbourne’s primary
supplier of vegetables and milk, an especially necessary service during the post-Second World
War `baby boom era’ of the 1940s and 1950s.1

Most of these bridges were built for the State Rivers & Water Supply Commission. One of the
most substantial and valuable swamp bridges is that over the Main Drain near the Fourteen
Mile Road at Iona. A contract drawing shows 22" diameter piles, 24" & 18" RSJ stringers,
10x7" deck cross-beams, 12" deep kerb and 8x4" decking. The 4x4" angle-rail balustrade was
supported on 5x4" posts, with 4"x3" mid-rails2.

DESCRIPTION

The swamp drains for a rectilinear grid of small and large drains across the flat southern half
of the Shire. They divide what is largely agricultural plots into finite areas with, sometimes,
the road bridges and small crossover bridges as the only form of communication. The scale, if
not the visual effect, of the project is immense. This drainage scheme was protracted such that
today the drains are difficult to date but nevertheless each must be considered as part of one
important campaign of achievement.

Content:

The following elements aid in expressing the special nature of this area. They include the
drains but also the bridges needed to cross them. Since the survey in late 1994, early 1995,
many of these bridges have been demolished and replaced with unrelated concrete structures.
This work was done with the co-operation of the Shire and Melbourne Parks & Waterways.
The current state of each bridge (in brackets) has been provided by Don Jackson who was in
the Shire engineering department from the 1970s3.
Elements:

* Drainage network

* Bunyip River bridge, Eleven Mile Road, Cora Lynn

* Bunyip River bridge, Fourteen Mile Road, Iona

* Deep Creek Bridge, McGregor Road, Pakenham South (now concrete)

* Timber Bridge, Hall Road, Pakenham South (now concrete)

* Timber Bridge, McDonalds Drain Road (East), Pakenham South (now concrete)4

* Toomuc Creek bridge, Henry Road, Pakenham South (thought built late 1940s for Shire)

* Timber Bridges, Ballarto Road, Pakenham (thought built by Shire in the 1950s-60s)

* Timber Bridge, McKillops Road, Tynong South (now concrete)

* Timber Bridge, Dessent Road, Garfield South

* Timber Bridge, Main Drain Road (South), Iona

* Timber bridge, Murray Road, Bunyip South

* Timber bridge, Southbank Road, Bunyip South (thought rebuilt in the 1950s)

* Bunyip River bridge, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Bunyip (now concrete)

* Number Seven Drain bridge, Toner Road, Cora Lynn
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* Timber bridge, Bunyip Tonimbuk Road, Bunyip (now concrete)

* Timber bridge, Brown Road, Pakenham (now concrete)

The bridges are timber decked and framed and most have angle-rail timber balustrading.
Some, such as the bridge over the Main Drain opposite St. Joseph’s, Iona, have been
reinforced with steel stringers.

CONDITION

Some bridge examples have been changed (renewal of the stringer supports, deck or the
balustrade). More recently visually unrelated reinforced concrete bridges have replaced
timber examples (see at Cora Lynn, near war memorial). The earth lined drains have been
progressively added to and upgraded over time but take their original alignments.

CONTEXT

The drains bisect large flat areas of grass and crops, each punctuated by a farm complex.
Some remnant tea tree at the roadsides alludes to the days when this swamp was `impassable’
because of the density of this form of shrubbery. Bridge examples are generally on a rise at
the drain crossing and either are part of a line of often gravel surfaced road or are crossing
points between the Main Drain roads, north and south.

SIGNIFICANCE:

These drains (built c1889-) and timber bridges (some 1930s and earlier), are significant to the
Cardinia Shire as evidence of the massive swamp drainage project carried out there and the
eventual development of transport networks when the swamp was turned into rich farming
land. The construction of many of these bridges also symbolises the devastation of the 1934
floods when the previous timber bridges were washed away. The bridges are generally
notable for their age, judged among other bridges in the shire, and the amount of original
fabric which survives on each. The timber construction being also evocative of the thriving
local timber industry and plentiful supply.
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ELMS & IONA STATE SCHOOL SS3201 SITE

Trees; site

Thirteen Mile Road, Iona

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1914, c1894

MAP: 31, 769
EAST AMG: 384000
NORTH AMG: 5779000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.7,9.2
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Colonial Government; Victorian Government

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 405



HISTORY

On 28 April 1914, a new Iona School was officially opened. It replaced an earlier 1894
school building, known as Koo-wee-rup North School, destroyed by fire in 1913. This was a
small country school which, in 1920, had an enrolment of only 60, although the building
could accommodate 127 pupils1.
Later, on 1 February 1922, a four-roomed timber school residence was completed.
Flooding, poor drainage and an inadequate water supply caused problems over the years.
Major flooding occurred in November 1934 and the school was closed until December. On
one night during these floods, there was 18 inches of water in the teacher’s residence.
Electricity was first supplied to the school in 1942. Until then, the school had relied on
`Tilly’ lanterns. This small swamp school celebrated the 75th Anniversary in the present
building in April 1989.2 It was removed from the site to the Nar Nar Goon recreation reserve
for use by local scouts in 1995, after sale of the property as part of a State-wide rationalisation
of government land.
The land was to be offered for sale and the school building has been moved to a town site, on
the Nar Nar Goon Bayles Road, for use as a scout hall3

DESCRIPTION

The former school (now gone) was a typical and simple weatherboarded Edwardian building.
Three large elms remain on the site, possibly from the late nineteenth early twentieth-century,
at what may have been the gate; the grounds are now overgrown.

CONDITION

Since the first inspection the school has been removed from the site.

CONTEXT

The school site is located near the main drain and marks the hamlet of Iona. Other large and
mature elms are on the property opposite, across the road.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Probably planted in the 1890s, the former Iona State School SS3201 elms are significant to
the Cardinia Shire because of their age and maturity and as signposts to the former school site
and in turn to the community which developed around it. As indicators of the school site the
elms also are both an expression of the landscaping aspirations of this nineteenth-century
farming locality and reminders of the many local people involved with this community centre
over time.
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WHANGAREI, TOOMUC VALLEY ORCHARD

COMPLEX, LATER SEVEN OAKS

Farm Complex; Trees; Garden

745 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1886-

MAP: 14,739
EAST AMG: 366000
NORTH AMG: 5791000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.4,10.4,10.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Kitchen, John A; Grant, Thomas
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HISTORY

The former Whangarei, a brick and stone residence in a garden setting, was built in 1886 as
the homestead for the Kitchen family’s Toomuc Valley Orchards, the largest orchard
property in the Shire.1

Between 1878 and 1892, John Ambrose, Theo and Ernest Kitchen, sons of John Kitchen,
founder of the Kitchen soap empire, bought extensive landholdings in the Pakenham district.
They established country retreats for themselves (Caversham and The Towers) and two major
district industries, apple orcharding and dairying. The Toomuc Valley Orchards were
established at this time.2

In 1880, John A. Kitchen secured the Crown Grant for the site of the Toomuc Valley
Orchards.3 Whangarei was built for him in 1886.4 Shire rate books show a great increase in
valuation of his property, and other kitchen properties, during the 1880s. By 1887-88, when
Ernest Kitchen moved into Whangarei with his bride, Florence Meudel, the valuation of
Ernest and John Kitchen’s orchard and house was £220.5 Ernest took over his brother’s
interests at this time, extended the orchard and engaged in dairying.6

The orchard homestead has had a number of owners and occupiers over the years. During
the 1890s Depression, the Toomuc Valley Orchards was the only property in the Toomuc
Valley that the Kitchen family retained.7 So, for some years the homestead remained in
Kitchen family hands.
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1 R.J. Waterhouse. A History of the Toomuc Valley Orchards, 1992, Appendix 2
2 Waterhouse, pp.19-20
3 Land File 8928/19
4 Waterhouse. Appendix 2
5 Waterhouse, p.20; Shire of Berwick RB 1887-88, Beaconsfield Riding No. 226
6 Waterhouse, p.20
7 Waterhouse, p.19



A major figure in the orchard’s development was Thomas H Grant, a highly reputable
horticulturist, who came to the property in 1888 and became a partner 10 years later. It is
probable that the manager’s house (once called Rotorua) at the gate was built at or after this
time. It was described as a `big roomy bungalow standing in a lovely garden with a lake in
front, and fruit sheds and coolstores close by..’ in 19081.
The business was then renamed TH Grant & Company. Ltd. and Grant became co-owner of
the property with Gertrude Kitchen. By c1905 the orchard had been equipped with irrigation
an extensive dam and the already large packing sheds were then being added to, creating the
`largest and most up-to-date packing shed yet erected in Victoria’2. All of the picking was
done by male adults who numbered over 30 in the season and 15 in normal times.
Grant is also said to have laid out the gardens at the main house, using some stock from the
Towers, and created the island and summer house in front of the manager’s house3. The
garden at the manager’s house is developing and the lake is in place in views of c1910..
It was said in his obituary of 1933 that before Grant left the T.V.O. in 1909 he had supervised
the erection of the first privately owned cool store there. By c1913 there were three cool
stores (15000 case capacity) next to the timber packing shed; there were also the men’s and
women’s barracks, showing a broader workforce than the all-mail of c19054. Then all of the
orchard was drained with agricultural pipes laid 3 feet below ground and packing cases came
from a nearby timber mill, sawing up the local string-barks5. One-tenth of the whole export
trade in apples from Victoria was sent from Pakenham railway station as of 19126.
Horse-drawn `lorries’ (wagons) were used to take produce from the T.V.O. to the station in
the 1920s. By then the area had increased from 210 acres in 1912 to 280 acres (maximum
size). Jim Moody was the manager in this time of expansion (c1919-29), as well as c1908-11.
The number of hands working on the property was such that they held their own dances in the
packing shed at the end of the season and supplied a cricket team. A new concrete office was
erected near the sheds in the 1920s along with the tennis courts. Between c1923 and c1926 the
brick saw-tooth roof packing shed or `store’ was built and a sawmill near the entry in the
1930s7. In 1926, 12 weatherboard workmen’s cottages were dotted around the property.
In 1922, John Ambrose Kitchen died. He had played a major role in the development of the
T.V.O. as well as the family soap company. The T.V.O. property then passed to John H.
Kitchen and F.W. Kitchen.8 A number of views of the property, showing the house and
garden, have survived from this period. The garden is shown as well-established by that
time and was estimated at about 3 acres in 1926, along with the manager’s grounds of 5 acres
including the lake.9

J.H. Kitchen died in 1925. Later, in c1929, Ernest Kitchen returned to live at Whangarei.
He died there in 1936 and the house became vacant.10

In 1940, F.W. Kitchen died and the T.V.O. property passed out of Kitchen hands. It was sold
to R. Dabscheck for £7,000.11 An auction brochure of the time describes the property as
`...one of the greatest rural businesses of the State’ with a brick and stone homestead,
Wangarei (sic), a timber manager’s house, 15 houses, stores, sheds, 89 acres under apples
and pears, Barrack buildings, etc.12 The main house was shown in 1940 much as it is now
(without alterations), with a broad expanse of lawn in front of the house and the various
ornamental details picked out in differing tones13.
In 1941, the Barkleys, employed by the Dabschecks, moved into Whangarei as caretakers.
Two years later, in 1943, Whangarei was almost destroyed in a bushfire. The next owners in
1946, G. and M. Cumming, renamed the property Toomuc Park. A later owner in 1950,
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David Syme of The Age, changed the name again to the present Seven Oaks. Syme
established a dairy there.
During the 1980s, Seven Oaks was purchased at first in 1984 by J. and P. Kirkham and then,
in 1987, by Roger and Mary Robinson, who operated it as a beef cattle property.1

DESCRIPTION

This is a large nineteenth and early twentieth-century century farm complex, the main house
being set well in from the road at the end of a tree-lined drive in a mature exotic garden and
among mature trees. The gateway is picketed and notable.
The main house is of stuccoed brick in the Italianate manner with what is though to be an
earlier section, in smooth ashlar boards, connected at the rear and forming one side of a rear
courtyard. The house possesses a return convex-profile verandah which terminates at one end
on a projecting hipped room bay, wraps around the bayed corner and terminates on the timber
wing. The verandah has panelled cast-iron friezes and circular-section timber posts with iron
capitals. There is also fringing to the frieze rails. The roof is clad with corrugated iron, the
eaves are bracketed and the chimneys have barrelled tops with the typical moulded cornices,
entablatures and stop-chamfered shafts. Added chimneys include one of brick with a
corbelled top and another later brick chimney attached to the side of the house.

An unusual aspect of the house is the entrance hall which runs along the front of the house
rather than into it (see also Balla Balla homestead). This is matched by a deeply inset section
along the facade which holds the entrance, with its side and top-lights, and two side windows.
This minor elevation almost resembles a small house in itself. The window openings have
stop-chamfered corners and the windows are double-hung.
The former manager’s house which is large, verandahed and of the Edwardian-era, is located
near the entry to the drive opposite the former brick packing shed and early timber cart shed
to the north. The latter building appears to have also functioned as a packing shed2. This
house has corbelled brick chimneys, turned verandah posts and the typical Edwardian-era
fan-shaped cast-iron brackets.

The manager’s house also faces onto an ornamental lake which has since become overgrown.
This lake retains remnants of a rustic footbridge (pictured in c1909) and tennis court as well
as planting3. All around the farm there are reputedly signs of structures in the form of brick
floors or timber remnants. The terraces in the ground indicate the former orchard plantings as
do some wind-rows.

Nearby is a small hipped roof Edwardian-era house (reclad, altered) and, now outside of the
property, is another former farm residence (near or at location of Men’s Barracks in the
1930s) in a similar hipped roof weatherboarded form.

MAIN HOUSE GARDEN

Presumably planting was commenced by John A. Kitchen after securing the Crown Grant in
1880 for the property. One of the first activities which would have been undertaken would
have been clearing of the land followed by planting of orchard trees and shelter belt trees for
protection from strong winds and cold winters. The garden around the main house was
probably developed soon after the construction of the house in 1886. The garden was well
developed by the 1920 but may have suffered a setback in the late 1920s, 1930s and 1940s,
when various owners died, the house was vacant or changed hands. The impact of the serious
bushfire, in 1943, is not known.
Garden description
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The property is entered through a gateway comprising two ornamental timber gate posts and a
section of arrow head timber picket fencing. Immediately behind the entrance gate are a
number of mature English oaks (Quercus robur or hybrids) and an ornamental pool or lake
edged with large clumps of flax and Queensland spear lily (Doryanthes sp.). Other remnants
of the garden around the lake are Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa), an unidentified
palm (Phoenix sp. ?), a windmill palm (Trachycarpus fortuneii) and a large number of silver
or white poplars (Populus canescens), many of which are seedlings or suckers from a very
mature specimen which blew over recently in a storm. A remnant rustic bridge connects to an
island in the lake.

A long, winding drive (approx. 1 km) winds from the entrance gate and Manager’s house,
across the lowlands and uphill to the main residence and garden, which are at a high point
overlooking the farm country and valley to the south. The lowland slopes are still planted with
Monterey pine trees (Pinus radiata), early photographs show the slopes planted with extensive
orchard trees. Another former Kitchen property, Caversham, can be seen viewed to the south
west; it is also situated on a high point overlooking the valley. The Towers, another former
Kitchen property, is also nearby.

Main garden

Mixed planting of some maturity includes rhododendrons, a weeping elm (approx. 110 years
old), Liquidambar styraciflua (approx. 70-80 years old), copper beech, ferns, large camellias,
Tilea x europaea, London plane (Platanus x acerifolia), dogwood (Cornus florida), Arbutus
unedo, Cedrela sinensis, beds of hydrangeas, a number of oaks including Quercus palustris(?),
and Q. canariensis, Cupressus macrocarpa, and Araucaria bidwillii. At the side of the house is
a small orchard and mature fruit trees include apple, lemons, loquat, olive and fig. A small
ha-ha wall of unknown date extends along the southern side of the house separating the house
and garden from the lower farm area.

Manager’s residence garden

The garden around the manager’s house was developed later than that around the main house.
Photographs of 1909 show no trees around the lake at the entrance & manager’s house.
Presumably these were planted and a garden established when the house was constructed in
?1919. A tennis court was located near the lake, apparently built by two workers in the 1920s,
and its outline can just be made out.

CONDITION

The main house has part of the verandah enclosed and many alterations in detail where wings
have been added at the rear. The manager’s house also has been altered in detail but the brick
packing shed is externally near original and the cart shed only superficially altered.

CONTEXT

The complex once extended much farther than the present boundaries with, for example, the
former orchard church site identifiable at the corner of Hein Road1. The house is located at
the top of a rise which is slightly below another rise where the main reservoir which served
the orchard has been built. The site is mainly open pasture with some ornamental exotic
specimens.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

Developed from the 1880s, Whangarei and the Toomuc Valley Orchard complex are
significant to the Cardinia Shire because they provide more than any other site in the shire
strong evidence of the development of orcharding. The property has all of the components of
a large working commercial orchard, including the main house, manager’s house, packing
sheds of various ages, large reservoirs, picker housing and terraces in the hillsides where the
orchard was once located. There are also sites of previous structures such as the property
church and other worker houses.
The components of this complex are also significant for their comparative age and the
documentation which survives of the property provides continuing potential to interpret the
site historically.
The Toomuc Valley Orchard complex is a strong expression of the lifestyles of important
people, such as John Kitchen and Thomas Grant. It is rare as a type (a near complete orchard
complex) and still possesses evidence of the design skill used in the laying out of the garden
and ornamental lake, and the creation of the two houses.
The garden is of significance to the Cardinia Shire and contributory to house & property.
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WOODLANDS, LATER FERN HILL

House, farm

Topp Road, Bunyip North

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: c1898-

MAP: 21,741
EAST AMG: 387000
NORTH AMG: 5790000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.1,3.4,10.4,10.7,11
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Topp, Dan SC
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HISTORY

Daniel Smith Columbus Topp, a well known Melbourne saddler and harness maker, held a
grazing lease for the site of Fern Hill as early as August 1889. By 1893, the property (585
acres in Crown Allotment 85A) had been fenced, four acres had been cleared, and 200 fruit
trees planted. There was a small weatherboard and iron house and store room on the
property.1

The present brick house dates from 1898 and was described in a 1904 report by Topp as a
brick dwelling with a galvanised iron roof valued at £400 (a most substantial valuation). By
1898, there was also a timber fruit house, and timber store room and stables. Twenty acres
had been cleared and 14 acres planted out under orchard. More than £900 had been spent on
improvements.2

By September 1908, when Topp was listed as an orchardist and grazier, he described his
dwelling as consisting of seven rooms. The complex included a man’s house and stable, a
barn and machinery shed, stockyards, and a circular well of `solid granite’ with a brick top.3

This well, although filled in, remains on the property.4

In his 1908 Application for a Crown Grant, Topp listed his buildings as a brick house, apple
shed, barn, two-roomed man’s house, buggy shed, 2-stall stables, engine shed, and sheep dip.
He said that he had resided there for 20 years.5

In 1908, Topp noted a school house (now unused) is also built on this block.’ This building
was described in 1910 as consisting of two rooms and, in 1911, Topp appointed Trustees for
`a building erected on the land and used for school, church and other purposes.’ This small
piece of land (2 roods) on the property’s eastern boundary, was excised as Lot 1A, part of
85A, and transferred to five Trustees, including Topp himself, in 1915.6 This became the
site of Tonimbuk State School No. 3363, a timber school destroyed by fire in 1940.7

On 27 April 1920, Daniel Topp died and was buried in the Bunyip Cemetery. His widow,
who died in 1934, is also buried there.8 The Crown Grant was secured in 1923.9

Meanwhile, district rate records listed a new owner of the property, A.G.M. Michell,
engineer.10 Michell appointed a manager, Les Lamble, son of John Lamble, owner of a farm
property in Sanders Road, Garfield North.11

The owners of Woodlands in 1970-71, William and Eleanor Viney, changed its name to Fern
Hill. The Vineys made some additions to the rear of the brick residence. The current
owners, from 1981, Lindsay and Rosemary McNaught, have made some interior changes and
have planted out a new garden and established a croquet lawn at the rear.12 Nothing of the
original orchard remains, or of the many outbuildings listed at the turn of the century.

DESCRIPTION

This is a hipped roofed and verandahed brick farm house prominently sited on top of a hill
facing Topp Road, on axis. Gum forest is close to the house while one of the few mature
exotic plantings at the house is an oak.
The bricks were reputedly burnt from clay dug on the property and the house is one of the few
in the district from this era built using bricks.
The verandah has been rebuilt in an extended and simplified form to the original using
off-saw hardwood framing and the main roof (which was pictured as having a Dutch hip) has
been converted to a standard hip. Alterations to the room plan have also occurred. An
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unusual aspect about the house is the number of marble mantel pieces (2 white marble, with
one grey probably added).
There is a well on the property but none of the other outbuildings noted at the turn of the
century have survived.

CONDITION

The verandah has been rebuilt, the roof reclad and visually related rear additions made.

CONTEXT

The house sited on the top of a hill on axis to Topp Road, overlooks open undulating pasture
and is adjacent to native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in the late 1890s, Woodlands (later Fern Hill) is significant to the Cardinia Shire as an
early farm house which uses brick construction, a relatively unusual wall material for the
area. Its brick construction also make it a good illustration of a city businessman investing in
rural property and having the capital to improve the farm above what was typical in the area.
The property also symbolises the development of orcharding in the district.
Woodlands is also significant for its comparative age, judged among other extant farm houses
within the shire, as an expression of the lives of locally important people (Topp), its local
landmark quality being elevated and axial to Topp Road; and, although altered, as a
demonstration of design accomplishment for the type (small farm house) and area.
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WATERHOUSEA FLORIBUNDA, PINES FORMER

TYNONG SCHOOL SS 2854 PLANTATION

Tree, Plantation

19-21 Tynong North Road, Tynong

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire, Tree), Local (plantation)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910-15c

MAP: 25, 768
EAST AMG: 379000
NORTH AMG: 5784000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.4,8.4,9.12
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Victorian Government
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HISTORY

These trees are associated with the Tynong State School No. 2854, which opened on this 3
acre (1.2 ha) site in 1908. Prior to that the school had functioned intermittently from the late
nineteenth-century, in the Tynong Mechanics Institute. After a period of rapid growth prior to
World War One attendance waned such that the school closed in April 19511.
Subsequently, the Tynong North Progress Association is said to have purchased the site for a
recreation reserve.2

DESCRIPTION

This is a Monterey pine plantation with a rare and large Waterhousea floribunda specimen
planted at the front of the former Tynong school block.

CONDITION

The trees appear in good condition.

CONTEXT

The trees mark a quadrangle by the road side on the fringe of urban Tynong.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Possibly planted around World War One, the Waterhousea floribunda specimen from the
former school plantation is significant to the Cardinia Shire because it is a rare and large
example, judged within the Shire’s public plantations. The tree (with the more typical pines)
provides evidence of the school site and is associated with the development of early
landscape in the Tynong township.
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BUNYA BUNYA (AT PINE WINDS)

Tree

76 Tynong Road, Tynong

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE:

MAP: 25,768
EAST AMG: 379000
NORTH AMG: 5785000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.6,10.4
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Scholes, Thomas
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HISTORY

The bunya bunya tree on this property may relate to the farm on the property in c1888 owned
by Thomas D. Scholes. His 309 acres in Crown Allotment 5 was valued at £108 and, in that
year, was sold to D. Smythe.1 The Land File noted on the Parish Plan is missing, so no
further details of this early farm have so far been located. Thomas Scholes was listed as
among early Tynong settlers in In the Wake of the Pack Tracks.
Reputedly the branches from this tree were used for the masts of ships and because of its
height it was a landmark for the navigation of ships on the bay.2

DESCRIPTION

Mature bunya bunya pine is set on a hillside, in the garden at the rear of a more recent house

CONDITION

Appears in good condition.

CONTEXT

The bunya stands on the top of a hill among Monterey pines and other ornamental but
younger exotics and at the rear of a recent house. It is visible from many vantage points to the
west, north and south as well as from the entry to the former Shrine of Remembrance quarry.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The bunya bunya (at Pine Winds) is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of its links with
the early farming in the area and the ornamental planting associated with the house gardens
of these farms. This property and the tree appears to be linked with Thomas D. Scholes who
owned it in the 1880s. Such farm properties were typical in many parts of the shire last
century.
This tree is also significant for its comparative age and rarity, judged among other plantings in
the shire and the added potential to interpret the former house site historically (now replaced
with a new house).
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URE FARM COMPLEX, GEMBROOK NORTH POST

OFFICE, LATER SILVER WELLS

Farm Complex

330 Ure Road, Gembrook

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1875-

MAP: 5,189
EAST AMG: 371000
NORTH AMG: 5799000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.3,9.10,9.17,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Ure, John; Ure, Robert
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HISTORY

This farm complex, one of the most complete in the Shire for the number and early date of
construction of its farm structures, is an important surviving example of early timber
construction techniques used in farm buildings. The Ures, associated with the property over
a long period, played a major role in the development of the Gembrook area. The complex,
now known as (in part) Silver Wells, is thought to include two machinery sheds, barn, the
first and third houses, workshop & blacksmith’s, cheese and boiler rooms, the post office,
store & butcher’s shop.
Park of the present complex dates from the 1870s, possibly as early as 1875. On 24 June
1878, John Ure, dairy farmer, applied for the Crown Grant for land he had selected on the site
of Silver Wells (Crown Allotment 69 of 213 acres) and 77 acres in an adjoining allotment
(C.A. 70).1

Ure had resided on this land for three years and had spent over £355 on improvements. By
1878, the property contained a two-roomed log and bark house (24 x 13’), a slab and shingle
dairy (16 x 10’), a log and bark hut (10 x 10’), a bark cow shed (60 x 12’), and a stable and
cart shed (21 x 11’). Ure had grown potatoes, oats and maize and had sown 60 acres with
English grasses.2

In that year, Ure was rated for his 213 acres with a valuation of £51.3 His Crown Grant was
secured on 15 January 1884.4

The complex is known locally as part of the first Gembrook rural settlement prior to the
construction of the Gembrook railway station, the arrival of `Puffing Billy’ and the
subsequent relocation of the township. A Gembrook town site was laid out in 1874.5

A second house is thought to have been constructed for Ure about 1900. This building is said
to have been used as a store and butcher’s shop.6 No confirmation of this has been found in
Shire rate records. However, rate book evidence suggests that additions were made to the
complex in the late 1880s after Ure secured his Crown Grant. In 1888-89 the valuation of
Ure’s property more than doubled to £135.7

Other buildings in the present complex include two machinery sheds, a barn, a third house, a
workshop and blacksmiths, cheese and boiler rooms. There are mature trees on the
property.8

Ure family
John and Jane Ure, the first owners of the complex, migrated from Scotland in 1874. They
arrived in Victoria with their sons, Alex and John. Two more sons, Robert and James, were
born later. Mrs. Ure was the sister of the Hon. James Buchanan, MLC, a notable early settler
in the Berwick district. The Ures lived at first with the Buchanans. The Ures travelled to the
Gembrook area, just opened up for settlement, looking for good grazing land.
The Ures reputedly conducted the first store and post office in the district as well as engaging
in dairying and cheese making. John became a Shire Councillor and his son, Robert, a
Councillor, and Shire President in 1950-1951.9

The Ure family lived and farmed at Silver Wells over a long period. A recent owner was
John’s grandson, Bob, who was born here c191910. His son and wife, Geoff and Kay, are the
present owners11.
The property, which is on the Register of the National Trust, Historic Buildings Council and
Australian Heritage Commission, received funds from the Historic Buildings Council to
assist in restoration of the buildings in the complex12.
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DESCRIPTION

This farm complex includes a gabled weatherboarded farm house, a later fibre cement sheet
clad house, and log outbuildings; many including early finishes, fittings and machinery and
one including a letter slot thought to be connected with its post office function. There is a
well to the north of the outbuildings, linked by a pump mechanism.
There is a massive oak is to the south of the house, the orchard to the north and large
Monterey pines to the east.

CONDITION

Many parts of the complex are in poor condition although extensive tree surgery has been
carried out on the surrounding trees.

CONTEXT

The farm complex is set low in a valley, on pasture and below a recent house.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Ure Farm Complex, (former Gembrook North PO, later Silver Wells) is significant to
Victoria because of its integrity to an early date of farm building construction and its planted
setting. The complex provides excellent evidence of the development of the dairying industry
in the area and the State and the development of early rural service centres in the shire
townships.
This is one of the most complete small farm complexes in the State and is notable for the
number and early date of its various farm structures. It also contains important early
examples of timber construction techniques used in farm buildings. The complex is important,
too, as part of the first Gembrook village settlement. It has significant associations with the
Ure family who played a major role in the development of the area.
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BOWMAN’S TRACK

Road

Various Road/Tracks, Launching Place

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)*

ESTIMATED DATE: 1861-4

MAP: varies
EAST AMG: .356500- (varies)
NORTH AMG: .5787800- (varies)
HISTORICAL THEMES: 2.1,2.3,6.1
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Bowman, Janet; Victorian Colonial Government
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HISTORY

Bowman’s Track has historical importance as one of many tracks that penetrated the
Victorian forests after the discovery of mountain gold in the 1860s. Although it did not
achieve its original purpose, it provided for the first time access to the rich soils and forests
around the area we now know as Gembrook.
The work in cutting Bowman’s Track began in 1861-62 and took two to three years to
complete. It provided a direct link between Mrs. Janet Bowman’s hotel on Cardinia Creek
and other tracks to the Jordan goldfields. Mrs. Bowman’s hotel, the Gippsland Hotel, stood
on the site now occupied by the Central Hotel on the Princes Highway at Beaconsfield.
The Jordan goldfield (later the town of Jericho) was discovered late in 1861 by Quin, Little,
Jones, and Sandford when supplies were packed in from Jamieson1. Campbell’s Track was the
first in from Gippsland but it was soon replaced by McEvoy’s which came in along the
eastern range. McEvoy won a reward for his efforts in 1862 but it was Archibald Campbell
who announced the first rush to Aberfeldy in the Gippsland Times of 18622.
The cost of cutting this track through rugged, unexplored mountains, was paid by Mrs.
Bowman. She estimated that it cost £1500. Although some claimed she did it to encourage
business from those using the track, she claimed it was in response to an advertisement saying
that people who provided useful tracks to the Jordan goldfields would be compensated by the
Government.3

The track commenced at Cardinia Creek near Mrs. Bowman’s hotel and stretched a little over
50 miles (80 kilometres) to link with Hughes Track. A plan of David Bowman’s 200 acres in
1854 shows the location of the hotel and its stables on the Cardinia Creek.4 Mrs. Bowman’s
four sons worked on the track with their horses, and at times three to six other men were
employed also. The track was surveyed in late 1864 by R.H. Shakespeare, contract
surveyor.5

Following the decline of the gold rush and opening of better goldfields tracks, Bowman’s
Track became overgrown. However, before it was lost, it was rediscovered by Albert Le
Souef of the Zoological & Acclimatisation Society of Victoria, and Director of the
Zoological Gardens from June 1870 to May 1902. He wanted to release introduced birds
and animals into remote bush areas. In April 1873, the Zoological and Acclimatisation
Reserve of 640 acres was established at Gembrook with Bowman’s Track as its southern
boundary. A photograph of 1886 shows the Bowman Track at that time.6

Mrs. Bowman’s claims for compensation were debated over a long period. A Parliamentary
Select Committee was held in 1876 to inquire into her claims. She received only £300 at the
end, `in recognition of her public spirit in accelerating the opening up of the country for
settlement.’7

Suitable only for foot or horse travellers, Bowman’s Track is marked today as an historically
important district trail.

DESCRIPTION

The route is signposted (1988 Bicentennial) and starts at the Beaconsfield Central Hotel site at
the Cardinia Creek, and runs north-east for about 50 miles to the Jordan goldfields (later the
town of Jericho south of Woods Point), via part of O’Neil Road, Hughendon Road and the
Telegraph Road. The first track marker is at the O’Neil Road and Princes Highway corner.
With its frequent bushland verges and gravel surface, the route resembles in many places
early roads and tracks in the shire although not the original track which as a bridle track
would have been unformed and relatively uncleared. The track over time eventually formed
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the boundaries of parishes and counties in the district (parishes of Beenak and Tonimbuk,
counties of Mornington and Evelyn) as an indication of its antiquity.

CONDITION

The original track which as a bridle track would have been horse width, unformed and
relatively uncleared along most of its length. Today this route is generally at least two car
widths, mostly formed and cleared along its length and hence is only a suggestion of what the
original path might have looked like.

CONTEXT

The route traverses undulating to hill terrain, leading through both native forest and exotic
pasture.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Blazed in the 1860s, the line of Bowman’s Track is significant to the Cardinia Shire because
it provides both symbolic and actual evidence of early exploration and pioneering surveys of
the area and the development of transport networks across the district.
The track is also significant for its early date, particularly as a privately funded transport
project, and the potential to interpret the site historically (documentary evidence produced as
a result of the recent Bicentennial sign posting project). Its construction was a reflection of
the dedication and effort of a locally important woman (Mrs Bowman), a rarity in public life
of the 19th century. The concept was rare as a type of undertaking (private road construction)
and evidence of now discontinued activities (construction of major transport routes to
promote a private business).
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MT VIEW (WEEKENDER)

House

14 Viewhill Road, Cockatoo

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: c1920

MAP: 188M
EAST AMG: 368000
NORTH AMG: 5799000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,10.9
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Moore, Clarence
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HISTORY

This weatherboard house was built in the early 1920s as a `weekender’ for Clarence Moore of
South Melbourne, and later of Northcote.1 Moore purchased the site, Lot 3 in Vincent’s
subdivision, in 1918 or earlier.2 A house was rated on the allotment for the first time in 1921.
Its value increased between 1922 and 1924.3

The house has remained as a `weekender’. A recent owner listed in Valuer’s records is S.
Moore of the same Northcote address. The house is described as of `good’ and `attractive’
appearance with a `very neat and tidy garden’ shed and garage. In 1990, $14,400 was spent
on the exterior of the building.4

Mount View and another timber cottage in Viewhill Road, the first `retained as a weekender’
and the second `renovated and extended as a small family home,’ were identified in a recent
study of `Cockatoo, People in a Landscape’.5

The history of Mount View is associated with the increase in residential subdivisions at
Cockatoo early this century. This was due to improved transport, the cheapness of land, and
the attractions of large blocks in natural bush settings. City dwellers chose a more peaceful
rural lifestyle on allotments where they could grow vegetables, keep animals and start
backyard enterprises. As community facilities improved, and with the growth of commerce
and industry in Dandenong and the South-Eastern suburbs, commuters moved into the area
from the late 1960s.6 Some built new houses but many bought old homes and guest houses
established in earlier decades.7

DESCRIPTION

This gabled weatherboard house has a skillion-form hipped front verandah which is
ornamented with a slatted frieze and fretted brackets and returns down one side. A gable at
the centre of the verandah provides more detail and a simple finial. The roof is clad with
corrugated iron.

There are tree-ferns along the front of the house but otherwise there is a large lawn expanse
between it and the frontage. A later out-building stands to one side of the house.
A plan of a 1920 weekender built by Hill & Frost shows a large living room, backed by a
kitchen and flanked by bedrooms. A verandah was one three sides with a part enclosure at
one end (bathroom?)8

CONDITION

The verandah balustrade has been replaced with rails (once slatted?) and the side verandah
possibly built in.

CONTEXT

The house is on a hillside, backed by remnant native forest and overlooks a bushland creek
valley. Another possibly contemporary weekender is on the adjoining block.

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: 427

1 Shire of Berwick RB 1921-22 Beaconsfield Riding No. 2649.
2 Ibid. 1918-19 No. 2939.
3 Ibid. 1922-23 No. 3057; 1924-25 No. 1025.
4 Cardinia Shire Valuer's Cards, Beaconsfield Riding.
5 Valerie Anne Bundrock, `Cockatoo, People in a Landscape,' M.A. Prelim. Monash Univ. Jan. 1986, p.98.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

Built as a weekender just after World War One, Mt. View is significant to the Cardinia Shire
for its links with one of the district’s more modest resorts and adds a specific type of house to
the variety of near original housing and gardens in the district. The house is also significant
for its comparative age among other Cockatoo houses, rarity as a type (i.e. a weekender in
Cockatoo, now a commuter suburb). It is also a reflection of past now discontinued activities
in this part of the shire.
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CORK OAK & WOODLANDS, FORMER INEBRIATE

RETREAT

Tree, House

Walnut Grove, Upper Beaconsfield

VALUE: State (tree), Regional (Cardinia Shire, house)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1870s-80s-

MAP: 13,739
EAST AMG: 360000
NORTH AMG: 5791000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.2,7.7
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Blair, Dr. John and Mrs D; Hicks, William M.
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HISTORY

A Dr. John Blair, surgeon, was listed in Shire rate books as early as 1877 when he owned 20
acres with an annual valuation of £151. The site of this property (Crown Allotments 113, 114
and 115, Parish of Pakenham) was rated in the late 1880s to Mrs D. Blair, the executor of J
Blair, and may be associated with the previous rate entries. By c1887 the area had increased
to 80 acres and by c1888, 120 acres. It was described in that year as a `house’ for the first
time and on a much larger land area, with the more substantial valuation of £120.2

The valuation of Mrs Blair’s house decreased during the 1890s depression years and, by 1899,
there was a transfer of the house on 105 acres to William M. Hicks, a Melbourne woolbroker 3

Hicks was owner still in 1906.4

The location of this house is in an area known as Walnut Grove, off Telegraph Road. The
building is shown on an 1899 map in the Illustrated Guide to the Beaconsfield Ranges in the
Walnut Grove area. A nearby hill, on the Emerald Road, was known as Inebriates Hill after a
male inebriate retreat was established there in 18895. Today, however, the area is now
known as Guy’s Hill.
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By 1929-30, after the subdivision of Walnut Grove, William Lang, farmer, was rated for 22
acres in part of Lot 8 in Plan of Subdivision 5112.1. The Lang family owned the property for
over 50 years. Harry Lang, farmer, was owner of the grazing property in 1977, when it was
known as Woodlands. Harry Lang also ran the property as a lemon orchard for many years
before World War Two and into the 1950s. Monterey pines were planted there for use in
making packing cases2.
It was transferred, as a gift, in July 1984 to Gary Butterfield of Hampton. Valuer’s records
described the buildings recently as `aged and poor’, the house `white anted’ and `not being
treated.’ However, the weatherboard house with its galvanised roof, nine rooms with a wood
stove and septic tank, was reported to be `liveable’. Other structures on the property at this
time were a timber, galvanised iron-clad garage, and a bush pole barn.3.

Dr Blair & Inebriates

The chapter on Upper Beaconsfield, from In the Wake of the Pack Tracks, describes this
building as Woodlands Farm and Dr Blair as the keeper there, for a time, of a Female
Inebriates Retreat4 The construction of such retreats, and the conversion of hotels into
Temperance Houses, were popular in the 1880s when a colonial Temperance Movement was
becoming increasingly powerful. The Victorian Premier, James Munro, played an active role
in this movement.

DESCRIPTION

In Walnut Grove, off Telegraph Road, there is a former reputed Inebriate Home for Women
with a nearby very mature and notable cork oak which is thought to be contemporary with the
first phase of the building.
The house appears at first to be an altered hipped roof Edwardian-era timber house, with an
attached skillion kitchen (with multi-pane glazing) and a brick chimney with a corbelled top.
However closer inspection reveals its thick inner walls, pole and beam frame and earth
construction, indicating an earlier core to the outer Edwardian-era veneer of rough-cast
render and four added weatherboarded rooms. The verandah may also be from this era. Inside
there is stained and lacquered T&G boarding to the ceilings and walls.

Garden

Mature planting includes:
Quercus suber (cork oak) which is recommended to the National Trust of Australia (Vic)
significant tree register;
lemon tree;
Arbutus unedo (Irish strawberry);
Photinia serrulata;
Eriobotrya japonica (loquat);
cordyline;
Camellia japonica (camellia);
Chaenomeles speciosus (Japanese flowering quince);
pear (Beurre Bosc); and
a row of 8 Syncarpia glomulifera (turpentine tree) on nearby land.

CONDITION

The skillion appears to be an addition or in an altered form and the house framing has been
badly eaten by white ants.
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CONTEXT

The house is on the side of a grassed and forested hill, surrounded by exotic planting.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The cork oak & former inebriate retreat are significant to the Cardinia Shire because of the
rarity and age of both the oak and the first stage of the house, which is of earth construction.
The oak is also of State significance. The reputed use of the house for an inebriate asylum
(not verified) potentially adds another type to the places expressive of the district’s resorts,
retreats or recreational sites and their landscape setting.
This place has value for its comparative age, particularly when judged among other
health-related sites within the shire, and associations within the Upper Beaconsfield
community as a minor landmark.
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WEATHERHEAD (HORATIO) TIMBER MILL (SITE)

Timber Mill site

Weatherhead Hill Track, Tynong North

VALUE: REGIONAL (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1910-

MAP: 15, 741
EAST AMG: 380000
NORTH AMG: 5792000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 4.1,11.
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Weatherhead, Horatio
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HISTORY

Former Wombat forest sawmiller Horatio Weatherhead moved his mill to the Tynong North
district in 1910. The mill was placed alongside Wild Dog Creek 8.5 kilometres north of
Tynong in a forest dominated by Stringybark, Silvertop and White Gum.
Weatherhead had used a Buffalo-Pitts traction engine to haul his plant across from
Daylesford. This same engine was then used to drive his saws.

A tramway connection was made to the line built by the Tynong Sawmilling Company when
that Company’s tramway reached a point not far from Weatherhead’s mill in 1913.
Along with many of the Gembrook - Tonimbuk mills, the Weatherhead’s mill closed for the
duration of the war when Frank, George and Alfred all enlisted. They returned and reopened
the plant in 1920. The mill closed in 1922 having cut through most of the available forest.

DESCRIPTION & CONDITION

The mill site is located at the end of Weatherhead Road on Wild Dog Creek. The forest about
here is scrub like but quite open. Although there is some evidence of some other previous
habitation in the vicinity of the mill, the site has not been subject to any other use and as such
is reasonably intact.

Remains

Although no above ground structures have survived the open nature of the forest and the
undisturbed ground formations provide a wealth of information about the mill and its
operation. Both timber and log tramways are clearly evident along with the connecting
tramway joining the two.

The location of the log yard is marked by the levelled ground between the mill and the log
tramway. The sawdust trench, incorporating an interesting and unusual right angle turn, is
both substantial and rich in remaining timbers and fittings associated with the saw benches.
Piping and ground impressions close to the trench mark where the mill engine once stood.
Charcoal, some metal fragments and a mound of baked earth suggest the location of the mill
blacksmith while the site of the stables and several hut sites are scattered about the mill.
Some hut sites still provide evidence of the ground dimensions of the huts and the location of
the fireplace.

CONTEXT

Surrounded by native forest.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Weatherhead (Horatio) timber mill site is important to the Cardinia Shire because of its
demonstration of the timber industry development in the district; the potential for further
interpretation of the site (the open forest allows much to be identified, documentary evidence
via Forestry files, oral evidence from the family); the relative integrity and diversity of the
site compared to others in the shire (undisturbed ground and type of relics) and the importance
of the Weatherhead family to the historical background of both Tynong North and the
sawmilling industry in this area.
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The site is also significant for its comparative age, judged among similar sites within the Shire
and rarity as a type or reflection of past now discontinued activities (bush milling and mill
villages). It also offers potential for archaeological investigation.
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GRANT HOUSE

House, Garden

36 Whiteside Road, Officer

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: 1989

MAP: 18,214M
EAST AMG: 359000
NORTH AMG: 5787000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 7.1,10.3,10.13
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Grant, Robert N & Collins, MJ
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HISTORY

This house was designed in the early 1980s by the architect Guilford Bell (of Bell & Fisher)
for landscape and garden supplier, Robert Grant and Murray Collins, who have operated the
successful firm City Gardener over a long period. It was commenced in 1987 and completed
two years later.
Grant was descended from Thomas Grant, the noted orchardist who developed the Toomuc
Valley Orchard for Kitchen around 1900. His grandfather was also an orchardist as was his
uncle, John Cunningham who owned orchard land around this site. Robert Grant acquired
some of this land to use for supplying his city nurseries in c1981 and eventually decided to
build this house next to the land as a country house to complement his East Melbourne home.
The Bell design had been intended for a site at Wandong but as the business progressed and
more time was spent at the Officer site, the proposed design was reshaped to suit a new site.
The nature of Bell’s work was to refine a similar prototype plan for each of his commissions
and a similar plan and roof form to that used in this house had already been built at Lorne and
in Heyington Place, Toorak. Bell was also used to creating the garden setting for his designs
but was content in this case to accept the garden which had already been developed by the
owners which was similar in its formality to the house (cultivar and perennial garden, plus the
later parterre). The only informal garden area was the cuttings garden which was remote from
the house across a large lawn. The swimming pool for the house was also developed in the
early stages as ancillary to the nursery dam. When the house was completed in c1989 the
garden was also near complete, aided by the brick-clad floor slab which enabled the garden
construction to be taken up to the slab edge.
The construction was carried out under Grant as both the owner-builder and builder’s
labourer, with subcontractors such as Dave Fullager, a Pakenham bricklayer (100,000 bricks
laid on this job including the 30 feet high main chimney) and a tradesman, Andrew Hovarth,
aiding in the technical side of building. Other contractors included Australian Roofing who
rolled the iron for the roof. By c1989-90 Grant had sold his City Gardener outlets in
Melbourne and decided to live at Officer full-time.
The highly formalised house with its equally formal landscape surroundings is regarded by
connoisseurs of Bell as his most spectacular house design1. It has been publicised in Vogue
Australia, Belle and the book Country Houses in Australia and will be featured in the
forthcoming book on Bell’s life and work being published by Melbourne University Press.

DESCRIPTION

The house, sited in the middle of a large elevated area of lawn, illustrates Bell’s
preoccupation with symmetry, hard flush surfaces, minimalist design and geometric forms.
Purposely contrasted against the well-manicured lawns and paved areas, the white tent-like
form is prominent within the property and from distant views over the tall clipped hedges.
The plan is centred on a two-way island fireplace with four cruciform axes extending to
glazed doors or screens either side of a sitting area at the end of one axis and a dining area at
the other. Between these axes are four room clusters (3 bedrooms, kitchen) which are near
identical in plan.
The main form seen in the house is that of the flared pyramidal roof form (contrasting with
the flat roof of the added garage wing) protruding over the clipped evergreen hedges which
shield the complex from the semi-rural surroundings. The house also evokes imagery of
Indonesian or South-east Asian house forms, as well as mainstream Modernism.
The reflecting swimming pool (which extends into the dam on the east) and hard-paved
landscaping accentuate the formality of the design. The house roof and walls are clad with
corrugated iron and the brick paving extends inside and outside. The detailing of each of the
elements which make up the property is adept and discreet.
Garden
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The garden is essentially modern, designed and laid out by Rob Grant and Murray Collins.
The north-west of the property, as a former house site, has two mature pines: Pinus
canariensis (Canary Island pine) and Pinus pinea (stone pine), with two old pear trees. This
part of the site has been recently planted as a white garden, in contrast to the other landscaped
areas, which feature pink and blue perennials. The small garden areas of intensive
horticultural activity contrast with the extensive formal sculpting of the lawns and paved areas
near the house.

CONDITION

The complex appears externally near original, given the added garage and caretaker wing.

CONTEXT

Contrasting with the diverse housing and the informal semi-rural setting, the complex is
prominent within its environs and can be seen from the Princes Highway.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Grant house is significant to Victoria because it is an outstanding and intact example of
Guilford Bell’s work, Bell being considered one of the State’s foremost society house
designers of the 1960s-70s period. The landscape setting is equally spectacular and as formal
and individual in its approach as the house design, the two being highly complementary.
The house and garden make a contemporary contribution to the varied forms of the district’s
rural retreats, the development history of the nursery business in the district and the variety of
its housing and gardens in general.
This place is also significant for the potential to interpret the site historically (high physical
integrity, oral and documentary evidence of its construction) and is an expression of the lives
or lifestyles of prominent people (Bell, Grant). It is a demonstration of design
accomplishment and skill in both the garden and house.
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WILSON FARM

Farm Complex

off Wilson Road, Nar Nar Goon North

VALUE: State

ESTIMATED DATE: c1884-

MAP: 20, 768
EAST AMG: 376700
NORTH AMG: 5786200
HISTORICAL THEMES: 3.2,10.4,10.7,11.0
ASSOCIATED PERSONS: Wilson, Thomas
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HISTORY

The Wilson family was associated with this farm property from 1884 when Thomas Wilson
applied for the lease of 320 acres in Crown Allotment 137. The valuation of `Mercer’s
abandoned selection’ showed that there was already a small wattle and daub house
(replaced), three outhouses, a garden and fence, and some boundary fencing on the property.1.
Thomas moved onto the property in 1885 and, having occupied it for five years, applied for
the lease in 1890. He listed improvements of over £870. These included a weatherboard
and iron (roof) house valued at £50. Outbuildings included a wattle and daub hut (possibly
the Mercer house), a bark 10-stall cowshed and yards and a bush material 3-stall stable.

Thomas had carried out fencing, draining and had put in over ten acres of fruit trees, 10
chains of acacia hedging and 17 chains of cherry plum hedge. He had planted oats and
potatoes between the fruit trees. He described himself as `a single man.’ His application
was signed by the well known local farmer, John Startup, JP, of Oaklands in Bald Hill Road.2

District rate records showed an increase in the valuation of the property during the late 1880s.
In 1887 the valuation was £30, which increased to £48 in 1888, and to £64 in 1890, possibly
the date of the house construction.3

DESCRIPTION

The complex consists of a hipped sawn paling-clad house (extended in rear and side
skillions), detached gabled and paling kitchen, gabled paling-clad blacksmith’s hut, and a
barn with split paling cladding (part) all set in mature exotic trees and well off the road. The
timber work is oil-stained and generally of sawn hardwood but with some split timber in the
east wall of the barn. The house has a hipped verandah supported on simple posts, ogee-form
spouting and attached brick chimneys to either end, with dog-toothed cornices.

Nearby are remnants of what is thought to be one of the earliest orchards in the district,
including pears, cherries4. An extensive machinery collection has been stored at the complex.

CONDITION

Most buildings in the complex are from the 19th century and well-preserved, with the house
interior reflecting aspects of early this century.

CONTEXT

The complex is well off the highway and still in rural pasture although subdivisions has
encroached on the south along its former drive.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The Wilson farm complex, built up from the land selection era of the 1880s, is significant to
Victoria because it provides an excellent almost untouched example from early selection
farming endeavours in the area and in the State and lends to the variety of farm housing and
outbuildings in the district.
This place is also significant for its association with the Wilson family from 1884. It also
dates from one of the Shire’s major development eras (selection era); has great potential to
interpret the site historically (high physical integrity, oral and documentary evidence); and is
an expression of the lives or lifestyles of locally important people (Wilsons). It is rare as a
type (intact selector’s house and farm complex) and, with no modern services (such as
electricity) supplied to the complex, reflects a past now discontinued lifestyle.
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WOOD STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT

Precinct, residential

Wood Street, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: c1890-1910

MAP: 18
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5787000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,10.11
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HISTORY

This precinct, with houses dating from about 1905 to 1915, illustrates the importance of
Wood Street (once Woods Street) as an early street that became both a favoured residential
area and a centre of commercial and civic development. The Beaconsfield township,
originally known as Little Berwick established on the Panty Gurn Gurn pastoral run, 1

developed after the extension of the railway system in the 1880s.

Beaconsfield and Upper Beaconsfield became popular holiday resorts at the turn of the
century. Many holiday makers camped beside the Cardinia Creek at Beaconsfield and stayed
at guest houses at Upper Beaconsfield.2 Some were transported to their destination in open or
covered lorries3.

Although the earlier homes in Wood Street have burned down, or been demolished, there are
some good examples of town residences built during the first decades of this century.

DESCRIPTION

Content:

The following early houses make up the Wood Street residential precinct:

* 45 Wood Street, 1915c (weatherboard and verandah, corrugated iron roof);

* 56 Wood Street, 1915c (weatherboard verandahed house, with projecting gabled room bay, related picket
fence);

* 54 Wood Street, 1905c (weatherboard verandahed house, gabled form, related picket fence);

* 46 Wood Street, 1915c (weatherboard verandahed house, gabled form, related picket fence);

* 48 Wood Street, 1915c (weatherboard verandah house, with projecting gabled room bay, window hood and
half-timbered gable, related picket fence);

These houses stand out in what is now a much later residential domain in Beaconsfield and
hence link with the commercial and civic precinct at the north end of Wood Street.

CONDITION

Most of the houses are externally near original, with minor details missing, and with new
picket front fences which relate to the original fences.

CONTEXT

The house group provides a contemporary link between the railway station at the south end of
Wood Street and the old commercial centre at the north, on the coach road.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The mainly Edwardian-era Wood Street Residential Precinct is significant to the locality of
Beaconsfield because it contains a variety of early housing which made up the early
townships. The group is among the oldest housing group in the Shire and contrasts with the
many more recent structures around it, linking with the notable and early Wood Street
commercial and civic precinct to the north. It is rare in the Shire as a type of place (early
house group in a shire town).
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WOOD STREET COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT

Precinct, commercial & civic

Wood Street, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Regional (Cardinia Shire)

ESTIMATED DATE: 1915-20s

MAP: 18
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 8.4,9.10,9.17
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HISTORY

After the extension of the railway system in the 1880s, the Beaconsfield township became an
important service centre for the surrounding farming district and, later, for holiday makers
when it became a popular holiday resort.

Wood Street developed as an important commercial and civic centre. The Gippsland Hotel
once stood on the Gippsland Highway (now the Princes Highway). There was a first store
opposite, and also a blacksmith’s shop. There was also a timber yard, wheelwright’s shop,
paint store and undertaker’s business in Wood Street. A hay and corn store stood on the
corner of Wood Street and Beaconsfield Avenue, but it later burned down.

Today, Wood Street is still an important commercial and civic centre with buildings dating
from the first decades of this century. They include the Beaconsfield Post Office and
Residence (c1910), a c1910 shop and store, and two c1915 shops - the Beaconsfield Meat
Supply and Wood n Craft. A c1920 Beaconsfield War Memorial, a special feature in many
Shire townships, also remains. Also of note, and adding to the character of the precinct, are
the five Elms planted near the Maternal and Child Welfare Centre.

DESCRIPTION

Content:

* Beaconsfield War Memorial, Wood Street, 1920 (q.v.);

* Beaconsfield Post Office & Residence, Wood Street, c1910 (verandahed, weatherboarded building with
attached verandahed residence);

* Elms (5), at the Maternal & Child Welfare (later non-contributory building), Wood Street;

* Beaconsfield Meat Supply, 23 Wood Street, c1920 (gabled over-painted brick with later cantilever verandah
and new tiled front?);

* Heyley Eileen, 25 Wood Street, c1915 (weatherboarded gabled and hipped roof house, with verandah and
remnant privet hedge);

* Wood n Craft, Wood Street, c1915 (weatherboarded parapeted shop with skillion street verandah and show
windows) ; and

* House, 26 Wood Street, c1910.

This precinct Includes the post office and residence, the shops or stores further south on
Wood Street, the war memorial and planting outside the health centre. This can still be
recognised as an early commercial/civic centre in a town overtaken by more recent
development.

CONDITION

Many of the elements are externally near original.

CONTEXT

The precinct is close to the old coach road stopping place at what is now the Central Hotel
and provides a link with the later railway station at the south end of Wood Street.
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SIGNIFICANCE:

The mainly Edwardian-era Wood Street Commercial & Civic Precinct is significant to the
Cardinia Shire because it provides evidence of the variety of buildings (shops, post office)
and landscaping (elms) which made up the fabric of the Shire’s early service centres, in this
case Beaconsfield. The precinct is early, judged among other similar precincts within the
shire, and the comparative completeness of the group allows scope to interpret the place
historically, as part of the day to day lives of local people over a long period.
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BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL

Memorial

Wood Street, Beaconsfield

VALUE: Local

ESTIMATED DATE: 1920

MAP: 18
EAST AMG: 357000
NORTH AMG: 5788000
HISTORICAL THEMES: 9.3
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HISTORY

It was announced on 4 March 1920 that, after fund-raising efforts had been carried out for a
year and nine months, the Committee of the Memorial Fund had nearly enough money to
`pay cash for the Memorial Stone’ for a Beaconsfield Soldiers Memorial. The advertisement
concluded that `There is only £11 wanted to pay for all expenses, and any donations will be
thankfully received towards same’.1 This was a year of many welcomes home to district
servicemen.
On Saturday afternoon, 13 March, the Beaconsfield Fallen Soldiers Memorial was unveiled
by Brig. Gen. Brandt in the presence of about 200 residents of the town and district.
Speakers at the function included Lieut. Col. Knox, Cr. a’Beckett (President of the Shire); Cr.
Frank Groves, MLA; and Cr. George Martin. The monument, erected on the corner of the
Gippsland Road and Wood Street, had nine names inscribed on it, all local men who lost their
lives in the First World War.2

DESCRIPTION

This memorial adopts the typical tapered obelisk form, with a dressed shaft and quarry-faced
tiered base. It is distinguished among other monuments by the bronze frieze on the upper
shaft and the associated lettering and badge on the lower. The base is cement-rendered.

CONDITION

The monument is near original: there may have been railing around the site but there is no
evidence now of this.

CONTEXT

The monument is sited on a grassed median near to some of the older parts of Beaconsfield,
such as the post office and nearby commercial sites. It contributes to the Wood Street
commercial and civic precinct.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Built in 1920, the Beaconsfield War Memorial is significant to the Cardinia Shire because of
the distinctive metal ornament on what is otherwise a typical memorial design for the Shire. It
also provides a focus for the development of civic and commercial service centres in one of
the Shire townships, in this case Beaconsfield. Beaconsfield.
The War Memorial was dedicated to the local men who lost their lives in the First World
War. Known as the Beaconsfield Fallen Soldiers Memorial, the monument is a local
landmark. This memorial is an expression of the effect of important events in the locality, in
particular the two World Wars. It also contributes to a locally important civic and commercial
precinct in this part of the town.
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HERITAGE PLACES INDEXES

PLACE NAME
CREATION DATE
TYPE
ASSOCIATED PERSONS

Heritage Places by Name

ANZ BANK, 79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield300
ARINGA, 40 Clark Road, Nar Nar Goon North103
BAKEHOUSE, FORMER DRAPER’S SHOP, 19 Main Street, Bunyip206
BALLANTRAE, 190 a’Beckett Road, Bunyip27
BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH, FORMER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 2
Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield368
BEACONSFIELD STATE SCHOOL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield338
BEACONSFIELD STATION MASTER’S RESIDENCE, BUNYA BUNYA, Beaconsfield
Avenue, Beaconsfield49
BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR, FORMER CORMORE TEA ROOMS, Beaconsfield
Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield60
BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Wood Street, Beaconsfield448
BERWICK POTTERY, 340-350 Princes Highway, Officer354
BERWICK SHIRE HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS & OFFICES (INTERIOR), John Street,
Pakenham168
BHUTAN PINES (8) AT GEMBROOK RAILWAY STATION SITE, Station Road,
Gembrook399
BOURKE HOUSE & STABLES AT THE PAKENHAM RACECOURSE, Racecourse
Road, Pakenham365
BOWMAN’S TRACK, Various Road/Tracks, Launching Place423
BUNYA BUNYA (AT PINE WINDS), 76 Tynong Road, Tynong418
BUNYA BUNYAS, OAKS, end Browning Road, Tynong South90
BUNYIP COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT, High Street & Main Street, Bunyip151
BUNYIP FIRE STATION, 13 Pearson Street, Bunyip333
BUNYIP GENERAL CEMETERY, Bunyip Tonimbuk Road, Bunyip95
BUNYIP HALL, Main Street, Bunyip198
BUNYIP NEWSAGENCY, 18 Main Street, Bunyip203
BUNYIP POST OFFICE, High Street, Bunyip148
BUNYIP STATE SCHOOL SS2229, CYPRESS HEDGE (PART), Nar Nar Goon Longwarry
Road, Bunyip286
CALAMBEEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield14
CALIFORNIAN REDWOODS, GEMBROOK PARK, off Gembrook Road, Gembrook125
CANNIBAL HILL or Mt. Cannibal, off Garfield North Road, Garfield North116
CARDINIA PARK, FORMER GIN GIN BEAN PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT SITE, 410 Officer
South Road, Officer321
CASH & CO. & FORMER COCKATOO POST OFFICE, McBride Street, Cockatoo249
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS SITE, 106 Hein Road, Caversham Hill146
CENTRAL HOTEL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield335
CHARCOAL BURNING KILN, Gembrook Tonimbuk Road, Tonimbuk North129
CHARING CROSS CIVIC & COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Beaconsfield Emerald Road,
Upper Beaconsfield55
COCKATOO STATE SCHOOL, PART, Belgrave Gembrook Road, Cockatoo71
COFFEE PALACE, NOW TAKE AWAY FOOD STORE & RESIDENCE, Main Street,
Gembrook213
COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA, FORMER, 5 (?) Nar Nar Goon Gembrook
Road, Nar Nar Goon284
CORA LYNN CHEESE FACTORY, Bayles Tynong Road, Cora Lynn46
CORA LYNN WAR MEMORIAL, off Nine Mile Road, Cora Lynn309
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CORK OAK & WOODLANDS, FORMER INEBRIATE RETREAT, Walnut Grove, Upper
Beaconsfield429
DAKWOOD RACING STABLES SITE, 46 King Street, Pakenham178
DALMORE WELL, Hobson Road, Rythdale154
ELLETT FARM, 615 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South254
ELMS & IONA STATE SCHOOL SS3201 SITE, Thirteen Mile Road, Iona405
ENGLISH OAKS (8), DUTCH ELMS (8) AT THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road, Upper
Pakenham161
EVES’ HOUSE; OAKS, MONTEREY PINES & CYPRESS ON JUSSAM LODGE, 2180 &
2200 Princes Highway, Tynong North341
FASSIFERN GARDEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield17
FIRWOOD PARK, FORMER HEDGEVALE, 325 Princes Highway, Officer348
GARFIELD COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield289
GARFIELD PICTURE THEATRE, 51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield297
GARFIELD SS 2724, 84 Railway Avenue, Garfield371
GEMBROOK PARK, PART FORMER ZOOLOGICAL & ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY
RESERVE, off Gembrook Road, Gembrook122
GEMBROOK STATE SCHOOL NO. 2506, OAKS ETC., Main Street, Gembrook216
GEMBROOK UNION, LATER UNITING CHURCH, 438 Mountain Road, Gembrook269
GEORGE STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, George Street, Bunyip131
GILWELL PARK SCOUT CAMP & LANDSCAPING, Clubrooms, Reserve, Trees118
GORONGA, Mann Road, Pakenham Upper238
GRANT HOUSE, 36 Whiteside Road, Officer436
GREEN HILLS, FORMER, 95 Green Hills Road, Pakenham South134
HASSETT’S BUTCHER SHOP & RESIDENCE, 19 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road,
Tynong292
HENTY LILY POND, Duncan Drive, Pakenham109
HOBSON’S (SOLDIER SETTLER) HOUSE, 194 Soldiers Road, Rythdale391
HOLM PARK, 237 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield314
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll181
HOUSE, 155 Mt. Burnett Road, Gembrook279
I.Y.U. (LATER BABINYA) MILKING SHED, CYPRESS, 100 Green Hills Road, Pakenham
South137
I.Y.U. PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOMESTEAD SITE, TREES, 245 McGregor Road,
Pakenham South266
J & ME LOWNDES BAKERY & RESIDENCE, 41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield
295
JAMES HICKS PTY LTD POTTERY, 335 Princes Highway, Officer351
JESMOND DENE, OAKS, PINES & GATEWAY, 425 Officer South Road (also Patterson
Road), Officer318
KADUNA PARK, MONTEREY CYPRESS, PALM, 270 Cardinia Road, Officer98
KENILWORTH FORMER COACH HOUSE & DRIVE PLANTATION, 44 Kenilworth
Avenue, Beaconsfield175
KILLARY, 160 Nine Mile Road, Tynong South305
KINCRAIK, LATER SALISBURY HOUSE, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield377
KINGS PICTURE THEATRE, Main Street, Pakenham229
KOO-MAN-GOO-NONG, 85 McGregor Road, Pakenham260
KURTH CHARCOAL KILN, off Beenak Road, Gembrook North68
LAMBLE ORCHARD HOUSE, 145 Sanders Road, Garfield North382
LARGOWAN, LATER MON DESIR, NOW HIGHLAND PARK, off McBride Road, Upper
Beaconsfield245
LAWSON FALSE CYPRESS AT VERLYS, 40 Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Emerald63
LO-YUAN, 84 Split Rock Road, Upper Beaconsfield396
MARYKNOLL LAWN CEMETERY & POOLEY GRAVE, 61 Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll
188
MARYKNOLL PRECINCT, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll184
McCUTCHEON FARM, 350 Eight Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon South111
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MIKADO PARK, ELMS, OAKS, MONTEREY CYPRESS, 265 Old Sale Road, Garfield
North328
MONTEREY PINES, RYTHDALE RESERVE, Soldiers Road, Rythdale394
MT. ARARAT PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOUSE, TREES, 125 Mt. Ararat Road North,
Pakenham275
MT. EIRENE GUEST HOUSE, lot 28 Mt. Eirene Road, Gembrook281
MT. VIEW (WEEKENDER), 14 Viewhill Road, Cockatoo426
NAR NAR GOON GROWERS & PACKERS SHED, 63 Nar Nar Goon Road, Nar Nar Goon
302
NATHAN’S SHOP ROW (3 SHOPS), 20- 22 Main Street, Bunyip208
NEWSTEAD FOREST, FORMERLY THE STEYNE, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield
21
OAK AVENUE, 305 Mountain Road, Gembrook272
OAK DRIVE AT OAK SPRINGS, 415 Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Pakenham143
OAKLANDS, GARDEN, POPLARS, 575 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South40
OAKWAY, PALM, 185 Bessie Creek Road, Nar Nar Goon78
ORCHARD PACKING SHED, FORMER NAVY STORE, 340 Sanders Road, Garfield North
385
PAKENHAM FIRE STATION, NOW OP SHOP, 13 John Street, Pakenham173
PAKENHAM GAZETTE & BERWICK CITY NEWS OFFICES, RESIDENCE, 96 Main
Street, Pakenham232
PAKENHAM HOTEL, Main Street, Pakenham226
PAKENHAM POST OFFICE, 113-117 Main Street, Pakenham235
PAKENHAM SCOUT HALL, 34 James Street, Pakenham166
PAKENHAM UPPER CHURCH-HALL, Old Gembrook Road, Pakenham Upper325
PAKENHAM UPPER CIVIC & RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Bourke Creek & Old
Gembrook Roads, Pakenham Upper81
PAYNE HOUSE & TREES, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Beaconsfield52
PRIMROSE PARK, BUNYA BUNYAS (2) & TREES, 250 Princes Highway, Officer346
PROVIDENCE HOUSE, FORMER SUNDAY SCHOOL (REAR), Healesville Koo-wee-rup
Road, Cockatoo140
RAILWAY HOTEL, FORMER STACEY’S HOTEL, 13 Main Street, Bunyip200
RAILWAY HOTEL, NOW TOP PUB, 23 Main Street, Bunyip211
RANGES HOTEL & TREES, Main Street, Gembrook219
ROSEMONT, 11 a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield25
RUSSELL `BIG MILL’ (NUMBER 1), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk36
RUSSELL `LITTLE MILL’ (NUMBER 2), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk33
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, MONTEREY PINES, 93 Main Street, Gembrook
223
SALVATION ARMY COMMANDANT’S & NURSES BARRACKS, WELL, 60 Army
Settlement Road, Pakenham30
SHADY OAKS, 615 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South43
SMITH ORCHARD HOUSE, 19 Martin Road, Garfield242
SNOW VIEW, Bourke Road, Pakenham South87
ST JAMES CHURCH OF ENGLAND, NOW TOBIN BROTHERS, McGregor Road,
Pakenham 257
ST JOHNS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 4-6 Seven Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon388
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, Main Drain Road (North), Iona195
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH PRECINCT, GARDEN, Main Drain Road (North), Iona192
ST THOMAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, LATER ANGLICAN CHURCH, a’Beckett Road,
Bunyip11
ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH, Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon127
ST. JOSEPH OF THE SACRED HEART CONVENT, FORMER, Fourteen Mile Rd, Iona113
STAVERTON, FORMERLY ALPINA, Quamby Road, Upper Beaconsfield358
STONE PINE AT WINDY HILLS FARM, FORMER PINE LODGE, 30 Buchanan Rd,
Upper Beaconsfield.92
SUNSET GUEST HOUSE, GARDEN, 65 Beenak East Road, Gembrook65
SWAMP BRIDGES, over Swamp Drains401
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TEHENNEPE, Little Road, Bunyip South190
THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road, Pakenham Upper156
THE TOWERS, 194 Berglund Road, Upper Beaconsfield74
TOWT’S COOL STORE & PACKING SHED, 2893 Princes Highway, Garfield North 343
TP MOTORS, FORMER CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 370 Convent School Road, Nar Nar Goon
South106
TYNONG NORTH METHODIST CHURCH, FORMER CHRIST CHURCH, 32 Clark
Road, Tynong North101
UPPER BEACONSFIELD POST OFFICE, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield374
UPPER BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield380
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY TO GEMBROOK RAILWAY, Emerald, Cockatoo, Gembrook
8
URE FARM COMPLEX, GEMBROOK NORTH POST OFFICE, LATER SILVER WELLS,
330 Ure Road, Gembrook420
VALLEY VIEW ORCHARDS MANAGER’S HOUSE, & COOLSTORE REMNANT,
Bourke Creek Road, Pakenham Upper84
VAUGHAN & LODGE TYNONG QUARRY, end Quarry Road, Tynong361
VICTORIAN ORCHARDISTS COOLSTORE & FRUIT PACKAGING COMPANY
PACKING SHED, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield58
VILLA MARIA, LATER VILLA MAR, 27 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield311
WATERHOUSEA FLORIBUNDA, PINES FORMER TYNONG SCHOOL SS 2854
PLANTATION, 19-21 Tynong North Road, Tynong416
WATTLE BANK, end Innes Road, Gembrook163
WEATHERHEAD (HORATIO) TIMBER MILL (SITE), Weatherhead Hill Track, Tynong
North433
WHANGAREI, TOOMUC VALLEY ORCHARD COMPLEX, LATER SEVEN OAKS, 745
Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham407
WILSON FARM, off Wilson Road, Nar Nar Goon North439
WOOD FARM COMPLEX, 575 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South252
WOOD STREET COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT, Wood Street, Beaconsfield445
WOOD STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Wood Street, Beaconsfield442
WOODLANDS, LATER FERN HILL, Topp Road, Bunyip North413

Heritage Places by Date

1800s?, BUNYA BUNYA (AT PINE WINDS), 76 Tynong Road, Tynong418
1800s?, BUNYA BUNYAS, OAKS, end Browning Road, Tynong South90
1847?-, MT. ARARAT PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOUSE, TREES, 125 Mt. Ararat Road
North, Pakenham275
1850s-, I.Y.U. PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOMESTEAD SITE, TREES, 245 McGregor Road,
Pakenham South266
1860s (out-buildings),c1908 (house), 1920s (garden), KOO-MAN-GOO-NONG, 85
McGregor Road, Pakenham260
1860s,1921, OAKLANDS, GARDEN, POPLARS, 575 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South
40
1861-4, BOWMAN’S TRACK, Various Road/Tracks, Launching Place423
1870-?, TYNONG NORTH METHODIST CHURCH, FORMER CHRIST CHURCH, 32
Clark Road, Tynong North101
1870c, SHADY OAKS, 615 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South43
1870s, c1914, CARDINIA PARK, FORMER GIN GIN BEAN PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT
SITE, 410 Officer South Road, Officer321
1870s-80s-, CORK OAK & WOODLANDS, FORMER INEBRIATE RETREAT, Walnut
Grove, Upper Beaconsfield429
1873-, GEMBROOK PARK, PART FORMER ZOOLOGICAL & ACCLIMATISATION
SOCIETY RESERVE, off Gembrook Road, Gembrook122
1875-, URE FARM COMPLEX, GEMBROOK NORTH POST OFFICE, LATER SILVER
WELLS, 330 Ure Road, Gembrook420
1875-,1900, SNOW VIEW, Bourke Road, Pakenham South87
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1875-9c, ARINGA, 40 Clark Road, Nar Nar Goon North103
1877-9, HOLM PARK, 237 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield314
1879, GEMBROOK UNION, LATER UNITING CHURCH, 438 Mountain Road, Gembrook
269
1879, PAKENHAM UPPER CHURCH-HALL, Old Gembrook Road, Pakenham Upper325
1879, THE TOWERS, 194 Berglund Road, Upper Beaconsfield74
1879-, CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS SITE, 106 Hein Road, Caversham Hill146
1880-1910c, PAKENHAM UPPER CIVIC & RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Bourke Creek &
Old Gembrook Roads, Pakenham Upper81
1880s, DALMORE WELL, Hobson Road, Rythdale154
1880s-90s?, OAK AVENUE, 305 Mountain Road, Gembrook272
1880s?, ENGLISH OAKS (8), DUTCH ELMS (8) AT THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road,
Upper Pakenham161
1884-, ST JAMES CHURCH OF ENGLAND, NOW TOBIN BROTHERS, McGregor Road,
Pakenham 257
1884-, WILSON FARM, off Wilson Road, Nar Nar Goon North439
1885-, MIKADO PARK, ELMS, OAKS, MONTEREY CYPRESS, 265 Old Sale Road,
Garfield North328
1885c-, NEWSTEAD FOREST, FORMERLY THE STEYNE, a’Beckett Road, Upper
Beaconsfield21
1885c-, THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road, Pakenham Upper156
1886-, WHANGAREI, TOOMUC VALLEY ORCHARD COMPLEX, LATER SEVEN
OAKS, 745 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham407
1888, CALAMBEEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield14
1888, KINCRAIK, LATER SALISBURY HOUSE, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield377
1888-, BEACONSFIELD STATION MASTER’S RESIDENCE, BUNYA BUNYA,
Beaconsfield Avenue, Beaconsfield49
1888c, I.Y.U. (LATER BABINYA) MILKING SHED, CYPRESS, 100 Green Hills Road,
Pakenham South137
1888c, PRIMROSE PARK, BUNYA BUNYAS (2) & TREES, 250 Princes Highway, Officer
346
1889-, STAVERTON, FORMERLY ALPINA, Quamby Road, Upper Beaconsfield358
1889-?, GORONGA, Mann Road, Pakenham Upper238
1889c-0, KENILWORTH FORMER COACH HOUSE & DRIVE PLANTATION, 44
Kenilworth Avenue, Beaconsfield175
1890-, BEACONSFIELD STATE SCHOOL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield338
1890-1910, WOOD STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Wood Street, Beaconsfield442
1890c,1965, LAWSON FALSE CYPRESS AT VERLYS, 40 Beaconsfield Emerald Road,
Emerald63
1891, FIRWOOD PARK, FORMER HEDGEVALE, 325 Princes Highway, Officer348
1893, COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA, FORMER, 5 (?) Nar Nar Goon Gembrook
Road, Nar Nar Goon284
1893, ST JOHNS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 4-6 Seven Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon388
1893c, SALVATION ARMY COMMANDANT’S & NURSES BARRACKS, WELL, 60
Army Settlement Road, Pakenham30
1893c-, BUNYIP GENERAL CEMETERY, Bunyip Tonimbuk Road, Bunyip95
1894-, RANGES HOTEL & TREES, Main Street, Gembrook219
1894c, ROSEMONT, 11 a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield25
1898-, WOODLANDS, LATER FERN HILL, Topp Road, Bunyip North413
1898c-, BALLANTRAE, 190 a’Beckett Road, Bunyip27
1899 pre, CHARING CROSS CIVIC & COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Beaconsfield Emerald
Road, Upper Beaconsfield55
1900, BHUTAN PINES (8) AT GEMBROOK RAILWAY STATION SITE, Station Road,
Gembrook399
1900,1920, JAMES HICKS PTY LTD POTTERY, 335 Princes Highway, Officer351
1900,1931, BERWICK POTTERY, 340-350 Princes Highway, Officer354
1900-, ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH PRECINCT, GARDEN, Main Drain Road (North), Iona192
1900-1920s, GEORGE STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, George Street, Bunyip131

Cardinia Shire (North) Heritage Study
Heritage Places Indexes

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1996: v

~103

~314

~269

~325

~74

~146

~81

~154

~272

~161

~257

~439

~328

~21

~156

~407

~14

~377

~49

~137

~346

~358

~238

~175

~338

~442

~63

~348

~284

~388

~30

~95

~219

~25

~413

~27

~55

~399

~351

~354

~192

~131



1900-1954, UPPER FERNTREE GULLY TO GEMBROOK RAILWAY, Emerald,
Cockatoo, Gembrook8
1900c-, HENTY LILY POND, Duncan Drive, Pakenham109
1900c—, DAKWOOD RACING STABLES SITE, 46 King Street, Pakenham178
1900c??, OAK DRIVE AT OAK SPRINGS, 415 Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Pakenham
143
1902, ST THOMAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, LATER ANGLICAN CHURCH, a’Beckett
Road, Bunyip11
1908, PAYNE HOUSE & TREES, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Beaconsfield52
1908c-, WATTLE BANK, end Innes Road, Gembrook163
1910, ELLETT FARM, 615 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South254
1910, KILLARY, 160 Nine Mile Road, Tynong South305
1910, SMITH ORCHARD HOUSE, 19 Martin Road, Garfield242
1910-, GARFIELD SS 2724, 84 Railway Avenue, Garfield371
1910-, WEATHERHEAD (HORATIO) TIMBER MILL (SITE), Weatherhead Hill Track,
Tynong North433
1910-15c, EVES’ HOUSE; OAKS, MONTEREY PINES & CYPRESS ON JUSSAM
LODGE, 2180 & 2200 Princes Highway, Tynong North341
1910-15c, WATERHOUSEA FLORIBUNDA, PINES FORMER TYNONG SCHOOL SS
2854 PLANTATION, 19-21 Tynong North Road, Tynong416
1910c-, CORA LYNN CHEESE FACTORY, Bayles Tynong Road, Cora Lynn46
1910c-40c, main concentration 1920-30s, BUNYIP COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT,
High Street & Main Street, Bunyip151
1912, BERWICK SHIRE HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS & OFFICES (INTERIOR), John
Street, Pakenham168
1912-, JESMOND DENE, OAKS, PINES & GATEWAY, 425 Officer South Road (also
Patterson Road), Officer318
1912-15c, KADUNA PARK, MONTEREY CYPRESS, PALM, 270 Cardinia Road, Officer
98
1913, McCUTCHEON FARM, 350 Eight Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon South111
1914, c1894, ELMS & IONA STATE SCHOOL SS3201 SITE, Thirteen Mile Road, Iona405
1914, ST. JOSEPH OF THE SACRED HEART CONVENT, FORMER, House113
1914, UPPER BEACONSFIELD POST OFFICE, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield374
1914, WOOD FARM COMPLEX, 575 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South252
1915,1922, GEMBROOK STATE SCHOOL NO. 2506, OAKS ETC., Main Street,
Gembrook216
1915-, VALLEY VIEW ORCHARDS MANAGER’S HOUSE, & COOLSTORE
REMNANT, Bourke Creek Road, Pakenham Upper84
1915-20, MT. EIRENE GUEST HOUSE, lot 28 Mt. Eirene Road, Gembrook281
1915-20c, ORCHARD PACKING SHED, FORMER NAVY STORE, 340 Sanders Road,
Garfield North385
1915-20s, WOOD STREET COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT, Wood Street,
Beaconsfield445
1915c, VILLA MARIA, LATER VILLA MAR, 27 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield311
1918, TP MOTORS, FORMER CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 370 Convent School Road, Nar Nar
Goon South106
1918c, STONE PINE AT WINDY HILLS FARM, FORMER PINE LODGE, 30 Buchanan
Rd, Upper Beaconsfield.92
1918c-, COCKATOO STATE SCHOOL, PART, Belgrave Gembrook Road, Cockatoo71
1920 (shop), HASSETT’S BUTCHER SHOP & RESIDENCE, 19 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry
Road, Tynong292
1920, BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Wood Street, Beaconsfield448
1920, MT. VIEW (WEEKENDER), 14 Viewhill Road, Cockatoo426
1920, OAKWAY, PALM, 185 Bessie Creek Road, Nar Nar Goon78
1920, UPPER BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield
380
1920-1c, VICTORIAN ORCHARDISTS COOLSTORE & FRUIT PACKAGING
COMPANY PACKING SHED, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield58
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1920-30c, GREEN HILLS, FORMER, 95 Green Hills Road, Pakenham South134
1920-30s, GARFIELD COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road,
Garfield289
1920-30s, VAUGHAN & LODGE TYNONG QUARRY, end Quarry Road, Tynong361
1920?, BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH, FORMER CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, 2 Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield368
1920c, SUNSET GUEST HOUSE, GARDEN, 65 Beenak East Road, Gembrook65
1920s, CORA LYNN WAR MEMORIAL, off Nine Mile Road, Cora Lynn309
1920s, FASSIFERN GARDEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield17
1920s, MONTEREY PINES, RYTHDALE RESERVE, Soldiers Road, Rythdale394
1921, CASH & CO. & FORMER COCKATOO POST OFFICE, McBride Street, Cockatoo
249
1922, BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR, FORMER CORMORE TEA ROOMS,
Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield60
1922, HOUSE, 155 Mt. Burnett Road, Gembrook279
1922, SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, MONTEREY PINES, 93 Main Street,
Gembrook223
1922,1930s, PROVIDENCE HOUSE, FORMER SUNDAY SCHOOL (REAR), Healesville
Koo-wee-rup Road, Cockatoo140
1924, 1928, LARGOWAN, LATER MON DESIR, NOW HIGHLAND PARK, off McBride
Road, Upper Beaconsfield245
1924, LO-YUAN, 84 Split Rock Road, Upper Beaconsfield396
1924, PAKENHAM POST OFFICE, 113-117 Main Street, Pakenham235
1924, RAILWAY HOTEL, FORMER STACEY’S HOTEL, 13 Main Street, Bunyip200
1924, TEHENNEPE, Little Road, Bunyip South190
1925, ANZ BANK, 79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield300
1925, BUNYIP POST OFFICE, High Street, Bunyip148
1925, GARFIELD PICTURE THEATRE, 51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield297
1925, RAILWAY HOTEL, NOW TOP PUB, 23 Main Street, Bunyip211
1925c, J & ME LOWNDES BAKERY & RESIDENCE, 41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road,
Garfield295
1925c-, COFFEE PALACE, NOW TAKE AWAY FOOD STORE & RESIDENCE, Main
Street, Gembrook213
1926-, GILWELL PARK SCOUT CAMP & LANDSCAPING, Clubrooms, Reserve, Trees
118
1926-, Russell `Big Mill’ (number 1), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk36
1926-7c?, BOURKE HOUSE & STABLES AT THE PAKENHAM RACECOURSE,
Racecourse Road, Pakenham365
1927-8, KINGS PICTURE THEATRE, Main Street, Pakenham229
1928, CENTRAL HOTEL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield335
1928, LAMBLE ORCHARD HOUSE, 145 Sanders Road, Garfield North382
1928-, TOWT’S COOL STORE & PACKING SHED, 2893 Princes Highway, Garfield North
343
1928-9, PAKENHAM HOTEL, Main Street, Pakenham226
1930, BUNYIP NEWSAGENCY, 18 Main Street, Bunyip203
1930, HOBSON’S (SOLDIER SETTLER) HOUSE, 194 Soldiers Road, Rythdale391
1930-1, BUNYIP STATE SCHOOL SS2229, CYPRESS HEDGE (PART), Nar Nar Goon
Longwarry Road, Bunyip286
1930s, SWAMP BRIDGES, over Swamp Drains401
1931 ?, BAKEHOUSE, FORMER DRAPER’S SHOP, 19 Main Street, Bunyip206
1934, PAKENHAM FIRE STATION, NOW OP SHOP, 13 John Street, Pakenham173
1935, PAKENHAM GAZETTE & BERWICK CITY NEWS OFFICES, RESIDENCE, 96
Main Street, Pakenham232
1936, NATHAN’S SHOP ROW (3 SHOPS), 20- 22 Main Street, Bunyip208
1936c, CALIFORNIAN REDWOODS, GEMBROOK PARK, off Gembrook Road,
Gembrook125
1937, PAKENHAM SCOUT HALL, 34 James Street, Pakenham166
1940, RUSSELL `LITTLE MILL’ (NUMBER 2), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk33
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1940-, ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, Main Drain Road (North), Iona195
1940c, CHARCOAL BURNING KILN, Gembrook Tonimbuk Road, Tonimbuk North129
1942, BUNYIP HALL, Main Street, Bunyip198
1942, KURTH CHARCOAL KILN, off Beenak Road, Gembrook North68
1950c-, MARYKNOLL PRECINCT, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll184
1953-, HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll181
1958, BUNYIP FIRE STATION, 13 Pearson Street, Bunyip333
1964-, MARYKNOLL LAWN CEMETERY & POOLEY GRAVE, 61 Koolbirra Road,
Maryknoll188
1965c, NAR NAR GOON GROWERS & PACKERS SHED, 63 Nar Nar Goon Road, Nar
Nar Goon302
1971, ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH, Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon127
1989, GRANT HOUSE, 36 Whiteside Road, Officer436

Heritage Places by Type

Bank, ANZ BANK, 79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield300
Bank, COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA, FORMER, 5 (?) Nar Nar Goon
Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon284
Bridges, SWAMP BRIDGES, over Swamp Drains401
Cemetery, Gates, Trees, BUNYIP GENERAL CEMETERY, Bunyip Tonimbuk Road,
Bunyip95
Cemetery, MARYKNOLL LAWN CEMETERY & POOLEY GRAVE, 61 Koolbirra Road,
Maryknoll188
Church, ST JAMES CHURCH OF ENGLAND, NOW TOBIN BROTHERS, McGregor
Road, Pakenham 257
Church, BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH, FORMER CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, 2 Railway Avenue, Beaconsfield368
Church, GEMBROOK UNION, LATER UNITING CHURCH, 438 Mountain Road,
Gembrook269
Church, HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll181
Church, ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, Main Drain Road (North), Iona195
Church, ST THOMAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, LATER ANGLICAN CHURCH,
a’Beckett Road, Bunyip11
Church, ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH, Gembrook Road, Nar Nar Goon127
Church, Trees, PAKENHAM UPPER CHURCH-HALL, Old Gembrook Road, Pakenham
Upper325
Church, Trees, SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, MONTEREY PINES, 93 Main
Street, Gembrook223
Church, trees, ST JOHNS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 4-6 Seven Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon
388
Church, TYNONG NORTH METHODIST CHURCH, FORMER CHRIST CHURCH, 32
Clark Road, Tynong North101
Coach house (former), Trees, KENILWORTH FORMER COACH HOUSE & DRIVE
PLANTATION, 44 Kenilworth Avenue, Beaconsfield175
Drains, KOO-WEE-RUP SWAMP DRAINS, Cora Lynn, Iona, Bunyip, Officer South,
Pakenham South401
Factory, CORA LYNN CHEESE FACTORY, Bayles Tynong Road, Cora Lynn46
Farm Complex site, CARDINIA PARK, FORMER GIN GIN BEAN PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT
SITE, 410 Officer South Road, Officer321
Farm Complex site, Trees, CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS SITE, 106 Hein Road, Caversham Hill
146
Farm Complex site, Trees, I.Y.U. PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOMESTEAD SITE, TREES, 245
McGregor Road, Pakenham South266
Farm Complex, ELLETT FARM, 615 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham South254
Farm Complex, Garden, Trees, McCUTCHEON FARM, 350 Eight Mile Road, Nar Nar Goon
South111
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Farm Complex, Garden, Trees, OAKLANDS, GARDEN, POPLARS, 575 Bald Hill Road,
Nar Nar Goon South40
Farm Complex, Garden, Trees, ST. JOSEPH OF THE SACRED HEART CONVENT,
FORMER, House113
Farm Complex, GREEN HILLS, FORMER, 95 Green Hills Road, Pakenham South134
Farm Complex, House, Garden, KOO-MAN-GOO-NONG, 85 McGregor Road, Pakenham
260
Farm Complex, House, Trees, FIRWOOD PARK, FORMER HEDGEVALE, 325 Princes
Highway, Officer348
Farm Complex, House, Trees, PRIMROSE PARK, BUNYA BUNYAS (2) & TREES, 250
Princes Highway, Officer346
Farm Complex, TEHENNEPE, Little Road, Bunyip South190
Farm Complex, Trees, Gate, JESMOND DENE, OAKS, PINES & GATEWAY, 425 Officer
South Road (also Patterson Road), Officer318
Farm Complex, Trees, KADUNA PARK, MONTEREY CYPRESS, PALM, 270 Cardinia
Road, Officer98
Farm Complex, Trees, MIKADO PARK, ELMS, OAKS, MONTEREY CYPRESS, 265 Old
Sale Road, Garfield North328
Farm Complex, URE FARM COMPLEX, GEMBROOK NORTH POST OFFICE, LATER
SILVER WELLS, 330 Ure Road, Gembrook420
Farm Complex, WILSON FARM, off Wilson Road, Nar Nar Goon North439
Farm Complex, WOOD FARM COMPLEX, 575 McDonalds Drain Road (West), Pakenham
South252
Farm Complex; Trees; Garden, WHANGAREI, TOOMUC VALLEY ORCHARD
COMPLEX, LATER SEVEN OAKS, 745 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham407
Fire Station, BUNYIP FIRE STATION, 13 Pearson Street, Bunyip333
Fire Station, PAKENHAM FIRE STATION, NOW OP SHOP, 13 John Street, Pakenham173
Garden, HENTY LILY POND, Duncan Drive, Pakenham109
Garden, House, STAVERTON, FORMERLY ALPINA, Quamby Road, Upper Beaconsfield
358
Garden, Pavilions, FASSIFERN GARDEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield17
Guest House, Garden, School, PROVIDENCE HOUSE, FORMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
(REAR), Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Cockatoo140
Guest House, garden, trees, KINCRAIK, LATER SALISBURY HOUSE, Salisbury Road,
Upper Beaconsfield377
Guest House, MT. EIRENE GUEST HOUSE, lot 28 Mt. Eirene Road, Gembrook281
Guest House, SUNSET GUEST HOUSE, GARDEN, 65 Beenak East Road, Gembrook65
Hall, BUNYIP HALL, Main Street, Bunyip198
Hall, Offices, BERWICK SHIRE HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS & OFFICES
(INTERIOR), John Street, Pakenham168
Hall, PAKENHAM SCOUT HALL, 34 James Street, Pakenham166
Hotel, CENTRAL HOTEL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield335
Hotel, PAKENHAM HOTEL, Main Street, Pakenham226
Hotel, RAILWAY HOTEL, FORMER STACEY’S HOTEL, 13 Main Street, Bunyip200
Hotel, RAILWAY HOTEL, NOW TOP PUB, 23 Main Street, Bunyip211
Hotel, Trees, RANGES HOTEL & TREES, Main Street, Gembrook219
House site, Stables site, DAKWOOD RACING STABLES SITE, 46 King Street, Pakenham
178
House, Trees, ROSEMONT, 11 a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield25
House, Barn; Trees, PAYNE HOUSE & TREES, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Beaconsfield
52
House, Barracks, SALVATION ARMY COMMANDANT’S & NURSES BARRACKS,
WELL, 60 Army Settlement Road, Pakenham30
House, Farm Complex, KILLARY, 160 Nine Mile Road, Tynong South305
House, Farm, ARINGA, 40 Clark Road, Nar Nar Goon North103
House, farm, LAMBLE ORCHARD HOUSE, 145 Sanders Road, Garfield North382
House, Farm, SHADY OAKS, 615 Bald Hill Road, Nar Nar Goon South43
House, farm, SMITH ORCHARD HOUSE, 19 Martin Road, Garfield242
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House, farm, WATTLE BANK, end Innes Road, Gembrook163
House, farm, WOODLANDS, LATER FERN HILL, Topp Road, Bunyip North413
House, farm; Tree, OAKWAY, PALM, 185 Bessie Creek Road, Nar Nar Goon78
House, farm; Trees, EVES’ HOUSE; OAKS, MONTEREY PINES & CYPRESS ON
JUSSAM LODGE, 2180 & 2200 Princes Highway, Tynong North341
House, farm; trees, HOBSON’S (SOLDIER SETTLER) HOUSE, 194 Soldiers Road,
Rythdale391
House, Garden, BALLANTRAE, 190 a’Beckett Road, Bunyip27
House, Garden, CALAMBEEN, a’Beckett Road, Upper Beaconsfield14
House, Garden, GRANT HOUSE, 36 Whiteside Road, Officer436
House, Garden, LO-YUAN, 84 Split Rock Road, Upper Beaconsfield396
House, Garden, NEWSTEAD FOREST, FORMERLY THE STEYNE, a’Beckett Road,
Upper Beaconsfield21
House, Garden, SNOW VIEW, Bourke Road, Pakenham South87
House, Garden, THE TOWERS, 194 Berglund Road, Upper Beaconsfield74
House, Garden, Trees, Farm Complex, GORONGA, Mann Road, Pakenham Upper238
House, Garden, Trees, HOLM PARK, 237 O’Neil Road, Beaconsfield314
House, LARGOWAN, LATER MON DESIR, NOW HIGHLAND PARK, off McBride Road,
Upper Beaconsfield245
House, MT. VIEW (WEEKENDER), 14 Viewhill Road, Cockatoo426
House, Out-buildings, Garden, BOURKE HOUSE & STABLES AT THE PAKENHAM
RACECOURSE, Racecourse Road, Pakenham365
House, Store, Plant, VALLEY VIEW ORCHARDS MANAGER’S HOUSE, &
COOLSTORE REMNANT, Bourke Creek Road, Pakenham Upper84
House, Tree, BEACONSFIELD STATION MASTER’S RESIDENCE, BUNYA BUNYA,
Beaconsfield Avenue, Beaconsfield49
House, Trees, Garden, THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road, Pakenham Upper156
House, Trees, HOUSE, 155 Mt. Burnett Road, Gembrook279
House, Trees, MT. ARARAT PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT HOUSE, TREES, 125 Mt. Ararat
Road North, Pakenham275
Kiln, Charcoal, CHARCOAL BURNING KILN, Gembrook Tonimbuk Road, Tonimbuk
North129
Kiln, houses, KURTH CHARCOAL KILN, off Beenak Road, Gembrook North68
Landform, Cannibal Hill or Mt. Cannibal, off Garfield North Road, Garfield North116
Landform, GILWELL PARK SCOUT CAMP & LANDSCAPING, Clubrooms, Reserve,
Trees118
Memorial, BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Wood Street, Beaconsfield448
Memorial, UPPER BEACONSFIELD WAR MEMORIAL, Salisbury Road, Upper
Beaconsfield380
Monument, CORA LYNN WAR MEMORIAL, off Nine Mile Road, Cora Lynn309
Offices, House, PAKENHAM GAZETTE & BERWICK CITY NEWS OFFICES,
RESIDENCE, 96 Main Street, Pakenham232
Outbuilding, Trees, I.Y.U. (LATER BABINYA) MILKING SHED, CYPRESS, 100 Green
Hills Road, Pakenham South137
Packing Shed, NAR NAR GOON GROWERS & PACKERS SHED, 63 Nar Nar Goon Road,
Nar Nar Goon302
Post Office, BUNYIP POST OFFICE, High Street, Bunyip148
Post Office, PAKENHAM POST OFFICE, 113-117 Main Street, Pakenham235
Post Office, UPPER BEACONSFIELD POST OFFICE, Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield
374
Pottery, hedge, palms, BERWICK POTTERY, 340-350 Princes Highway, Officer354
Pottery, JAMES HICKS PTY LTD POTTERY, 335 Princes Highway, Officer351
Precinct, civic & residential, ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH PRECINCT, GARDEN, Main Drain
Road (North), Iona192
Precinct, civic, CHARING CROSS CIVIC & COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Beaconsfield
Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield55
Precinct, commercial & civic, BUNYIP COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT, High Street
& Main Street, Bunyip151
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Precinct, commercial & civic, WOOD STREET COMMERCIAL & CIVIC PRECINCT,
Wood Street, Beaconsfield445
Precinct, commercial, GARFIELD COMMERCIAL PRECINCT, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry
Road, Garfield289
Precinct, PAKENHAM UPPER CIVIC & RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Bourke Creek & Old
Gembrook Roads, Pakenham Upper81
Precinct, Residential & Civic, MARYKNOLL PRECINCT, Koolbirra Road, Maryknoll184
Precinct, residential, GEORGE STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, George Street, Bunyip
131
Precinct, residential, WOOD STREET RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT, Wood Street,
Beaconsfield442
Quarry, VAUGHAN & LODGE TYNONG QUARRY, end Quarry Road, Tynong361
Railway, UPPER FERNTREE GULLY TO GEMBROOK RAILWAY, Emerald, Cockatoo,
Gembrook8
Reserve, Trees, GEMBROOK PARK, PART FORMER ZOOLOGICAL &
ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY RESERVE, off Gembrook Road, Gembrook122
Rest home complex, Trees, VILLA MARIA, LATER VILLA MAR, 27 O’Neil Road,
Beaconsfield311
Road, BOWMAN’S TRACK, Various Road/Tracks, Launching Place423
School, COCKATOO STATE SCHOOL, PART, Belgrave Gembrook Road, Cockatoo71
School, TP MOTORS, FORMER CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 370 Convent School Road, Nar
Nar Goon South106
School, Trees, BUNYIP STATE SCHOOL SS2229, CYPRESS HEDGE (PART), Nar Nar
Goon Longwarry Road, Bunyip286
School, Trees, GARFIELD SS 2724, 84 Railway Avenue, Garfield371
School, Trees, GEMBROOK STATE SCHOOL NO. 2506, OAKS ETC., Main Street,
Gembrook216
School; House, former, BEACONSFIELD STATE SCHOOL, Princes Highway, Beaconsfield
338
Shop, BAKEHOUSE, FORMER DRAPER’S SHOP, 19 Main Street, Bunyip206
Shop, BUNYIP NEWSAGENCY, 18 Main Street, Bunyip203
Shop, Cafe, Guest House, COFFEE PALACE, NOW TAKE AWAY FOOD STORE &
RESIDENCE, Main Street, Gembrook213
Shop, House, HASSETT’S BUTCHER SHOP & RESIDENCE, 19 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry
Road, Tynong292
Shop, House, J & ME LOWNDES BAKERY & RESIDENCE, 41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry
Road, Garfield295
Shops, CASH & CO. & FORMER COCKATOO POST OFFICE, McBride Street, Cockatoo
249
Shops, NATHAN’S SHOP ROW (3 SHOPS), 20- 22 Main Street, Bunyip208
Store, BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR, FORMER CORMORE TEA ROOMS,
Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield60
Store, ORCHARD PACKING SHED, FORMER NAVY STORE, 340 Sanders Road,
Garfield North385
Store, VICTORIAN ORCHARDISTS COOLSTORE & FRUIT PACKAGING COMPANY
PACKING SHED, Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield58
Stores; House, farm, TOWT’S COOL STORE & PACKING SHED, 2893 Princes Highway,
Garfield North 343
Theatre, GARFIELD PICTURE THEATRE, 51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield297
Theatre, KINGS PICTURE THEATRE, Main Street, Pakenham229
Timber Mill site, RUSSELL `LITTLE MILL’ (NUMBER 2), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk
33
Timber Mill site, Tram, Bridge, Russell `Big Mill’ (number 1), Ash Landing Road, Tonimbuk
36
Timber Mill site, WEATHERHEAD (HORATIO) TIMBER MILL (SITE), Weatherhead Hill
Track, Tynong North433
Tree, BUNYA BUNYA (AT PINE WINDS), 76 Tynong Road, Tynong418
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Tree, House, CORK OAK & WOODLANDS, FORMER INEBRIATE RETREAT, Walnut
Grove, Upper Beaconsfield429
Tree, LAWSON FALSE CYPRESS AT VERLYS, 40 Beaconsfield Emerald Road, Emerald
63
Tree, Plantation, WATERHOUSEA FLORIBUNDA, PINES FORMER TYNONG
SCHOOL SS 2854 PLANTATION, 19-21 Tynong North Road, Tynong416
Tree, STONE PINE AT WINDY HILLS FARM, FORMER PINE LODGE, 30 Buchanan Rd,
Upper Beaconsfield.92
Trees, BHUTAN PINES (8) AT GEMBROOK RAILWAY STATION SITE, Station Road,
Gembrook399
Trees, CALIFORNIAN REDWOODS, GEMBROOK PARK, off Gembrook Road,
Gembrook125
Trees, ENGLISH OAKS (8), DUTCH ELMS (8) AT THE GRANGE, 15 Huxtable Road,
Upper Pakenham161
Trees, House site?, BUNYA BUNYAS, OAKS, end Browning Road, Tynong South90
Trees, OAK AVENUE, 305 Mountain Road, Gembrook272
Trees, OAK DRIVE AT OAK SPRINGS, 415 Healesville Koo-wee-rup Road, Pakenham143
Trees, reserve, MONTEREY PINES, RYTHDALE RESERVE, Soldiers Road, Rythdale394
Trees; site, ELMS & IONA STATE SCHOOL SS3201 SITE, Thirteen Mile Road, Iona405
Well, DALMORE WELL, Hobson Road, Rythdale154

Heritage Places - Associated Persons

a’Beckett, Arthur27
a’Beckett, Major11
Adamson, James335
Adamson, James; Victorian Railways.49
Angwin, Benjamin W. & Betty148
Armytage, Mrs Caroline314
Australian Government235
Barker Growers & Packers P/L302
Berglund, Charles74
Berglund, Will60
Berry, Joseph John131
Berry, Joseph200
Berwick Shire168
Blair, Dr. John and Mrs D; Hicks, William M.429
Bourke family87
Bourke, Daniel260
Bourke, MJ and family365
Bourke, Thomas87
Bowman family335
Bowman, Janet423
Bromby, Rev. Dr. J.E.269
Buchanan, Alex92
Budge, GE335
Bunyip Mechanics Institute198
Burgin, William156
Burgin, William161
Burton & Martin60
Casey, Jack365
Catholic Church106
Catholic Church113
Catholic Church192, 195
Catholic Church233
Catholic Church311
Catholic Church127
Church of Christ101
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Church of England11
Church of England257
Church of England388
Commercial Bank of Australia.284
Congregational Church368
Country Fire Brigade Board333
Country Fire Brigades Board173
Cousins, George E.292
Craik, Mrs Georgina377
Crichton, Alexander (Sandy)272
Daly, John HT371
Davis, William279
Dick, Harriet Elphinstone21
Donohue, Mr.297
Dore family275
Dore, Thomas?143
Downes, RE&ME302
Drouin Co-operative Butter Factory46
Dyer, Morris163
Education Department71
Eldridge, Margaret211
Ellett, John254
Ellis & Nicholls335
English Scottish & Australian. Bank300
Eves, Thomas 341
Exley, Nellie63
Finger, John Trangott163
Fisher, H George HT371
Flett, Robert I203
Forests Commission of Victoria68
Forests Commission?129
Gembrook Park Management Committee122, 125
Gleeson, P J305
Gleeson, Thomas F305
Grant, Robert N & Collins, MJ436
Grant, Thomas407
Greenwood, Arthur
Hanley, Edward346
Henderson Alsop & Martin396
Hendrick, Misses377
Henty family257
Henty, Reg109
Hickey, Mrs C.G.213
Hicks, James351, 354
Hicks, James354
Hoadley, C.A.118
Hobson, G H391
Hollow, Joseph358
Hopkins, James374
Hopkins, Miss G.374
Hosking, J 385
Howard-Smith, Rev. Thomas396
Jackson, EV266
Kempson & Connolly113
Kennelly, Pat & Dan90
Keys, HL166
Kitchen Brothers134, 137
Kitchen, John A407
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Kitchen, John A74
Kitchen, Theo146
Knight, Henry122
Kurth, Ernest 68
Laidlaw, Mrs. M65
Lamble, John382
Lawrence Brothers229
Lecky, James321
Leithborg, Oswald A190
Lowndes, J & M?295
Luke, Edmund T92
Macgregor, Duncan154
Mackley, Thomas C14
Mann, F W238
Marshall, Harold78
Martel, Charles245
Martin family242
Maryknoll community181
Mason, William & Sons?98
Matters, J325
McBride, James249
McBride, Mrs Elizabeth249
McCutcheon, Albert N111
McCutcheon, Anthony111
McLean, Jessie & Agnes358
McMahon, John156
McMahon, John161
McNulty, Mr & Mrs. Patrick213
Methodist Church101
Middleditch, Charles103
Mitchell, Ted143
Moore, Clarence426
Nathan, Percy John208
Nicholson, Edith (1921)40
Nobelius family8
Nobelius, Karl, Cliff & A.V.?63
Noble, Richard21
Nott, Charles49
Nott, Charles 175
O’Neill, John311
Pakenham Scout Troop166
Pakenham Shire198
Parish, Bill328
Patterson, John D318
Payne, John52
Pitt, Sir William328
Pooley, Fr. Wilfred181, 184, 188
Pound, Phillip Hugh208
Presbyterian Church140
Raleigh, W T & M238
Ramsden, George314
Rice, James206
Rix, HJ348
Robertson, William J343
Ronald, Peter Bruce260
Ronald, William Bruce260
Rushall, Captain A245
Russell, Bill33
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Russell, Bill36
Russell, E.H.C.118
Salvation Army30
Sanders, Doreen and Jim175
Scholes, Thomas418
Selwyn Naylor, Mr & Mrs98
Shankly, J226
Shankly, Mrs E.226
Shelton family84
Shire of Pakenham401
Shorthouse, AW25
Sisters of St Joseph106
Smith & Tracey184
Smith, Robert242
Spowers, Allan74
Stacey, Thomas200
Startup, John (1860s)40
Startup, John43
State Rivers & Water Supply401
Steele, Norman245
Stephens, W.G. ?281
Sykes, Jessie219
Thomas, Albert E232
Thomas, Beatrice232
Topp, Dan SC413
Towt, Arthur 343
Turnbull, John272
Tweddell, Ann & Edward25
Ure, John420
Ure, Robert420
Vanheems, Gerald William223
Vaughan & Lodge361
Victorian Colonial Government338
Victorian Colonial Government405
Victorian Colonial Government423
Victorian Government125
Victorian Government286
Victorian Government371
Victorian Government405
Victorian Government416
Victorian Government216
Victorian Orchardists Coolstore & Fruit Packaging Company 58
Victorian Railways399
Victorian Railways8
Waddell family266
Walker, Ann & Charles17
Watson, Thomas & Vera396
Watt, William; Reed, JM14
Weatherhead, Horatio433
Webb, WH; Craigie, James168
Webster, Ray (Darby)178
Williams, Annie206
Wilson, Thomas439
Wood, E S252
Woolf, I84
World War Two Internees?129
Zoological & Acclimatisation Society122
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