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SUNSHINE EMPLOYMENT CLUSTER PROCESS

Seeking your views  
on growing jobs &  

greater investment in  
Melbourne’s west

Project process
The MPA in collaboration with Brimbank City 
Council is leading a whole-of-government 
collaboration to develop a Framework Plan 
that will guide Sunshine National Employment 
Cluster’s evolution in decades to come. The plan 
will confirm the future vision for the area, set out 
a strategy to guide growth and development, 
and list the actions and infrastructure needed to 
manage growth.

The draft Framework Plan will be exhibited for 
further public comment in early 2017, during 
Phase Two of the engagement program.

Potential changes to planning schemes, 
designed to enact Framework Plan actions, will 
also be exhibited during the ‘Public engagement 
on Framework Plan’ stage.

Help us plan the Sunshine National Employment Cluster

What do you think?
Have your say
The  Metropolitan Planning Authority (MPA), in 
partnership with Brimbank City Council, seeks 
your ideas on how we can realise Sunshine 
National Employment Cluster’s potential as 
a 21st Century location for employment and 
innovation.

Get Involved
The Sunshine National Employment Cluster 
Engagement Process will run from the 17 June 
until 31 July.

Business owners and investors are invited to 
provide feedback on the ideas for the Sunshine 
National Employment Cluster.

You can register to attend the following events 
on shapevictoria.vic.gov.au:

 » Business Seminar, 18 July 2016 (5pm-7pm), 
Sunshine Convention Centre, Victoria 
University, Sunshine Campus.

 » Focus Groups /Information Sessions, 21 July 
& 26 July (5pm-7pm)

Alternatively, you can fill in a survey at: 
shapevictoria.vic.gov.au

Or make a submission to: 
sunshinecluster@mpa.vic.gov.au

Your contribution will assist us to prepare a 
draft Framework Plan for Sunshine National 
Employment Cluster.

Contact details
Email sunshinecluster@mpa.vic.gov.au

Phone (03) 9651 9600

Bruce Hunter 
Structure Planning Manager

June 2016

Introducing the Sunshine National 
Employment Cluster
Sunshine sits at the heart of Melbourne’s 
booming West. Once one of Victoria’s traditional 
manufacturing heartlands, Sunshine is set to 
become a centre of Melbourne’s new economy.

With a range of thriving businesses, well-
developed service centres, hospital and university 
campuses and a diverse local population, 
Sunshine has a strong base for future growth. 

Significant investment in key projects in the 
Cluster will help drive improvements to the area 
and further transform the Cluster into a great 
place to work and do business.

The Sunshine Cluster will continue to be 
designated as a state-significant employment 
Cluster under the refreshed Metropolitan 
Planning Strategy – Plan Melbourne - due to be 
released later in 2016. Areas of investigation will 
be further defined and a strong emphasis on jobs 
and innovation will continue to be central to the 
Cluster.
Growing jobs in the suburbs
In the Sunshine Cluster we want to grow jobs 
closer to where people live, delivering the 
following benefits:

 » Providing local employment opportunities

 » Ensuring that residents in the middle and 
outer suburbs enjoy similar employment 
opportunities to those in inner Melbourne

 » Reducing congestion on our roads and on 
public transport, giving working people back 
precious family and recreation time.

A strong base to build upon
The Cluster has many strengths to build upon:

Committed Investment 
With well over $2 billion of committed funding for 
new infrastructure projects (see text box, overleaf), 
the Cluster is poised to be a major focus for jobs.

Excellent transport connections and close 
proximity to central Melbourne
Located about 14km west of Melbourne’s CBD, the 
Sunshine Cluster sits at the meeting point of several 
key public transport links including the Sunbury 
suburban train line, regional train lines to Geelong, 
Ballarat (Melton) and Bendigo. The M80 Western 
Ring Road provides direct access to the Melbourne 
city centre, Melbourne Airport and the Port of 
Melbourne.

Vibrant centres
The Cluster includes the Sunshine Metropolitan 
Activity Centre, an administrative and service centre 
for Melbourne’s West, and St Albans Activity Centre, 
an important and vibrant local centre. These centres 
are supported by a network of local shopping 
centres.

Thriving Businesses
There are currently around 2,800 businesses located 
in and around the Cluster, employing around 
20,000 workers. While the area continues to support 
significant numbers of manufacturing jobs, there 
has been significant diversification in recent years. 
There has been significant growth in healthcare, 
education and training, retail, transport, and 
business services jobs in recent decades.

Established Healthcare & Education Hubs
The Sunshine Cluster has well-established 
education and healthcare services. A major new 
hub is developing around the Sunshine Public 
Hospital, with new healthcare and education 
facilities establishing on the hospital grounds and 
in surrounding areas.

Victoria University also has two campuses within 
the Cluster at St Albans and Sunshine. 

A number of other schools and healthcare 
facilities are also located in the area.

Abundant Redevelopment Opportunities
Large areas of former industrial land are currently 
in the process of being redeveloped into high-
quality new residential housing estates and 
commercial offices.

New shops and apartment complexes are rising 
around the town centres of Sunshine and St 
Albans, adding to the vibrancy of the area.

Срлски
Градска управа за планирање – Metropolitan 
Planning Authority жели да чује ваше 
мишљење о томе како да се повећа број 
радних места и улагање у Национални 
кластер за запошљавање Sunshine. Да 
бисте са нама разговарали на свом језику, 
позовите 131 450.

Μакедонски
Metropolitan Planning Authority го 
бара вашето мислење за растење на 
бројот на работни места и деловни 
инвестиции во Sunshine Националниот 
собир за вработување. Ве молиме 
јавете се на 131 450 за да зборувате со 
нас на македонски јазик.

Espan~ol
La Metropolitan Planning Authority (la 
Organización Gubernamental de Planificación 
Urbana) quisiera saber su opinión sobre cómo se 
podrían incrementar los puestos de trabajo y las 
inversiones empresariales en el Núcleo Nacional 
de Empleo de Sunshine. Por favor, llame al 131 450 
y hable con nosotros en su propio idioma

English
The Metropolitan Planning Authority are 
seeking your views on growing jobs and 
business investment in the Sunshine National 
Employment Cluster. Please call 131 450 to 
speak to us in your own language.

Tu..rkçe
Metropolitan Planning Authority, Sunshine 
Ulusal İstihdam Kümelenmesinde (National 
Employment Cluster) artan iş imkanları ve iş 
yatırımları ile ilgili görüşlerinizi beklemektedir. 
Bizimle kendi dilinizde konuşmak için lütfen 
131 450 numaralı telefonu arayın.

Hrvatski
Metropolitan Planning Authority traži vaše 
gledište o povećavanju broja poslova i 
poslovnom ulaganju u Nacionalnoj skupini 
za zapošljavanje Sunshine (Sunshine 
National Employment Cluster). Molimo 
nazovite 131 450 ako s nama želite 
razgovarati na svom jeziku.

Italiano

La Metropolitan Planning Authority è 
interessata al tuo parere riguardo all’aumento 
dei posti di lavoro e delle attività di 
investimento nel distretto occupazionale 
nazionale di Sunshine. Chiama il numero 
131 450 per parlarci nella tua lingua.

Translations

To find out more, and to fill out a survey on the ideas, visit shapevictoria.vic.gov.au



What do you think?  shapevictoria.vic.gov.au

JOBS GROWTH TO CAPITALISE ON OVER $2 BILLION IN RECENT INVESTMENT
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 » Encourage higher density housing on 
strategic sites near to jobs.

 » Investigate site assembly in appropriate 
areas.

Principle 4: Diversify housing stock near to jobs

 » Create boulevards from key roads by 
increasing tree planting and introducing 
other amenity improvements.

 » Improve the pedestrian experience by 
providing more wayfinding signage, 
shelter, quality paving and public art.

 » Maximise tree planting opportunities on 
public land to improve presentation.

 » Improve presentation of entrances to the 
Cluster.

 » Make better use of land under powerlines 
for recreation, sports, car parks and 
landscaping.

Principle 3: Improve the look and feel of the Cluster

 » Improve frequency and reliability for bus 
routes linking key worker concentrations 
to the Cluster.

 » Identify key missing on-road and off-road 
path links and identify funding sources to 
build them, including the Stony Creek link, 
Albion link, and the Maribyrnong Trail link 
to Sunshine.

Principle 2: Build better transport connections to jobs

 » Attract services that are required by 
workers and visitors to the Cluster, 
including restaurants, cafes and shops. 

 » Provide more accommodation for workers 
and visitors to the Cluster, including 
motels and serviced apartments.

 » Examine the potential for rezoning of sites 
to promote desirable commercial uses.

 » Widen and diversify the range of 
community and recreation facilities 
available to workers, such as childcare 
facilities and fitness circuits.

Principle 1: Expand the business services on offer

 » Make the most of major new projects in 
the Cluster, i.e. Level crossing removals, 
Melbourne Metro, Sunshine Hospital site. 

 » Utilise management committees to 
assemble parcels of land into larger 
sites, facilitate development and attract 
development to the Cluster.

 » Prepare precinct plans to coordinate 
planning and investment – with Sunshine/
St Albans Health Precinct as a priority.

 » Implement Infrastructure Contributions 
Plans to fund new infrastructure, where 
required.

 » Establish a strategic redevelopment site 
register for the Cluster.

Principle 5: Attract and leverage investment

• Regional Rail Link project ($880M for works 
in the Cluster including the Sunshine Station 
redevelopment and Anderson Street level 
crossing removals completed in 2014);

• The Western Centre for Health, Research 
and Education, a collaborative training and 
research project between Victoria University, 
the University of Melbourne and Western 
Health ($51.6M, completed 2013); 

• The Victoria University Constructions Futures 
Training Facility, Sunshine campus ($44.2M, 
completed 2013);

• Foundry Towers apartments ($150M, Stage 1 
of 3 completed); 

• Visy Cares Hub ($5.8M, completed);

• Fuchs Regional Lubricant Laboratory and 
Technical Centre: ($2M, completed);

• M80 Western Ring Road upgrade to widen 
the road to a third lane in each direction and 
install traffic management equipment in 
each direction between Sunshine Ave and 
the Calder Freeway including the EJ Whitten 
Bridge ($150M State and $150M Federal 
budgets);

• Main Road, St Albans level crossing 
removal project and St Albans train station 
redevelopment (under construction, $223M 
total, composed of $151M federal funding 
and $71.9M State funding);

• Furlong Road, St Albans, level crossing 
removal project and Ginifer Station 
redevelopment ($167M, under construction);

• Sunshine Hospital: Joan Kirner Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital ($200M, in design); 

• Sunshine Hospital: Infrastructure works, 
including an extra 64 new surgical and 
emergency beds ($44.3 million, State budget);

• Sunshine Private Hospital ($126M, proposed);

• Brimbank City Council Community and Civic 
Centre ($52M, under construction); 

• Errington Community Centre and Performing 
Arts Facility ($8.9M, under construction);

• Upper Stony Creek Transformation Project 
($13M, in planning);

• Hampshire Road Master Plan – ($12+M, early 
stages completed)

Vision
The Sunshine Cluster will become a major provider of teaching, healthcare services, 

medical research, education, transport , business and retail services for Melbourne’s 
west.  The Cluster will be a focus for substantial government and private 

investment, to enhance its range of services, accessibility and attractiveness.

Principles and Key Ideas to bring jobs to Sunshine

Sunshine/St Albans Health Precinct

• Plan for a major health node for Melbourne’s 
West based around the Sunshine Public 
Hospital and Western Centre for Health 
Research and Education. 

• Grow the health and education facilities offer 
in the precinct.

• Improve presentation and links.

Sunshine Metropolitan Activity Centre Precinct

• Build on the existing commercial and institutional 
base.

• Facilitate development of this important 
Metropolitan Activity Centre as a place to do 
business, work, shop and live. 

• The Sunshine Town Centre Structure Plan will 
guide development of this centre.

Solomon Heights & River Valley Precinct

• Plan for a new mixed-use employment 
area that better integrates existing 
and future industrial and residential 
development.

• Resolve grassland and protected species 
issues in the Solomon Heights area. 

St Albans Activity Centre Precinct

• Develop this vibrant local activity centre 
as a focus for retail, residential and jobs 
growth.

• Improve links to Victoria University’s St 
Albans campus.  

• The St Albans Structure Plan will guide 
development of the centre.


